Project Hope:
419-445-0728
Child’s World Preschool:
419-445-6034

Phone: 419-445-3796
Jessica Schrock-Ringenberg 419-551-1315
Corben Weaver Boshart 419-906-4729
Cliff Brubaker 517-398-2172
Sue Short 419-346-7827
E-mail: church.zionmc@gmail.com
Website: www.zionmennonitearchbold.org
Church office hours: Monday– Friday 8:00 am—12:00 pm

Zion Activities this Week
Sunday, January 7
9:30 am Worship—
membership transfer for
Cliff & Marilyn, Corben & Mara
10:45 am Sunday School
Monday, January 8
9:00 am Prayer
Tuesday, January 9
9:00 am Prayer
6:00 pm Church Council
Wednesday, January 10
9:00 am Prayer
9:00 am Mennonite Women
6:00 pm LOGOS/CHAOS meal
7:00 pm MYF
Thursday, January 11
6:30 am Men’s Prayer
6:30 am MCC meat canning
9:00 am Prayer
9:30 am Fairlawn Bible Study
7:00 pm Choir
7:00 am AA
Friday, January 12
9:00 am Prayer
Sunday, January 14
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am Sunday School

Register for December 31, 2017
Attendance
Worship
Sunday School
Offering
Budget
Student Aid
SS
Aid Fund
Other
Total

153
64
$28,555
17,150
826
925
1,750
$49,206

January 7, 2018
300 Short Buehrer Road
Archbold, OH 43502

A Note from Cliff...
Greetings, Zion! I am delighted and thankful for the call from you go to join Zion's Collaborative Ministry Team. I look forward to renewing old friendships and making new
friendships.
As I begin my time as a pastor at Zion, some information will be helpful:
 I will be serving on Zion's Collaborative Ministry Team on a 1/4 time basis. I will
continue my 1/2 time work as Regional Pastor West for the Ohio Conference. In that
role, I support pastors and congregations in pastoral transition on the west side of the state
of Ohio. Additionally, I will continue on a 1/4 time basis for the Ohio Conference as coordinator of the Conference's Gathered and Sent initiative. This position will continue until
the Annual Ohio Conference Assembly in mid-March.
 My default schedule to be in Zion's offices will be Monday and Friday mornings from
8:30-noon. By default, I mean that this will be my target schedule. There may be times
when that will not work, but generally I will plan to be in the office on those mornings. I
look forward to meeting you as you come into the offices, but it might be helpful to call
ahead if you like to spend time talking about a particular item.
 I may sometimes use my office space at Zion for meetings related to my work for the
conference.
 My work with the conference will sometimes call me away from Sunday worship at
Zion. I participate in worship in other congregations at times of pastoral installations and
credentialing and also preach occasionally.
 The plan is that at this time, I will regularly meet the Spiritual Leadership Team and
with the Council.
 We will continue to review and make adjustments to this work arrangement. I have
found it helpful to talk with Wanda Stopher, who worked with Central MC and the Ohio
Conference in a similar arrangement. My contact information: 517.398.2172(c) for both
phone and text messages. Email: cliffbru.zion@gmail.com This is a new mailbox for
me. Some of you will have my address I use for conference
work: cliffbru7@gmail.com. If you can make the change, it will help me to keep my
emails straight.
 My target will be to check messages in the morning and late afternoon on the days I
am working for conference. Thanks for understanding that I will likely not be as prompt
at returning messages on those days.
 I will be officially installed at Zion on Sunday, January 21. My understanding is that I
will walk into the sanctuary that morning, as compared with, for instance, being carted in
on an appliance/installation cart. At least I think that is my understanding...
 It is the practice in the Ohio Conference that a pastor does not serve as regional pastor
in the congregation s/he attends. In light of that, Ralph Reinford, regional pastor in the
east half of OH, will now serve as Zion's regional pastor. Ralph will be at Zion on January 21 for my installation.
I look forward to becoming part of the Zion congregation and to serving as one of your
pastors.

Announcements at Zion

Upcoming
January 7: Membership transfer during morning
service for Cliff & Marilyn, Corben & Mara
January 11: MCC meat canning day in Goshen
January 21: Cliff’s installation and potluck
January 24: Family meal

Sabbatical blurb and thank you.
In gratitude I return from a much needed sabbatical rested, rejuvenated and hopeful. I
didn't realize how tired I really was. I am grateful for the time and space and notes and gifts of
encouragement over the past two months.
I am beyond grateful for the capable leadership
Corben and Sue provided the congregation in
my absence; it gives me great hope for the
future of our congregation.
I look forward to presenting a report to you all
in the near future about the training I am receiving through Exponential’s Emerging Leaders
Cohort. More to come…!
Jessica Schrock-Ringenberg
Apply now for a scholarship. Everence w ants
to help people nurture their talents. If you or your
parents are Everence members and you will attend
an undergraduate or trade program next fall, apply
for an Everence College Scholarship. Deadline is
Feb. 28. Visit everence.com/college-scholarships.

January Senior Adult Coffee will be at 9:00am
Wednesday, the 17th. Art
and Mary Lou Thomas will
bring the video of "The
Building of the Ark Encounter". It tells the story
from the development, the
design and the involvement of the Amish in
building
of the Ark.

MCC Meat Canner. Zion's canner work day at the Bag
Factory in Goshen, IN is Thursday, Jan. 11. Bring a sharp
knife and come for a fun day of fellowship and cubing
turkey thighs! The carpool will depart from the church
parking lot at 6:30 am and will be back home around
4:00 pm. We will stop for a quick breakfast on the
way.
See Phil (Lynette) Bontrager or Lori Bontrager
with any questions

Youth Activities
Wednesday, January 10
6:00 pm Meal; LOGOS/CHAOS
7:00 pm MYF
Wednesday, January 17
6:00 pm Meal; LOGOS/CHAOS
7:00 pm MYF
"from Missions Team…
The Community Meal cohort has several gaps on
their calendar for folks to provide a meal from Jan
23 thru Feb 20th -- at St John's. Anyone know of a
group (even outside of Zion) who'd be interested in
putting together a meal any of those dates? (We'll
soon put out a list for the 6 dates to which we've
already committed Zion to provide thru the year.)
Please contact Lori Bontrager if so.
419.966.0275 Thanks very much for your support
of these warm gatherings."

The Art Show is coming again!! February
28th. The theme is “Unspoken Request.”

Books and literature that were in the storage room in the office have
been placed on two tables at the south end of the fellowship hall.
Please take anything you might be interested in having.
-The Collaborative Ministry Team

The Formation Ministry Team is distributing surveys to determine interest in small groups and to also determine the types of small groups that
people are interested in. If you are interested in a small group or are in
a small group, please fill our the survey and return it to Ruth Meyer (or
others, maybe to you?) by January 28. The plan is for the Formation
Ministry Team to organize groups in February. If you have any questions, you can contact Ruth Meyer at 419-708-0579 or at
rutham@yahoo.com

January Worship…..
Advent Series: “YES! LET IT BE!”
Our series theme is based on Mary’s prayer in Luke 1:38: “Here I am, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Mary had just heard an amazing plan for
her to carry and give birth to the Son of God! Mary’s response to God’s plan is nothing
short of radical. She not only accepts God’s path for her, but wishes for it. May we reflect
this same enthusiasm as we look for ways to be an active part of God’s unfolding story in
the world. Let it Be!

Epiphany - January 7: “Yes! Let It Be Declared”
Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, Ephesians 3:1-12,
Matthew 2:1-12

Let it be new!

Family worship opportunity for at home.

Christmas 1 .

Call to Worship (Speak this in phrases which are echoed by the other family members.)
Leader: Come and praise the Lord from the heavens, from the heights, with the sun and the moon, and with the
angels!
Candle lighter: ( Light and review the meaning of the four Advent candles. Then say: ) As we light this fifth candle
and the Christ candle, we celebrate Jesus, through whom God makes all things new.
Listening to God’s Word: Reflect on God’s renewing ways with these daily texts: Luke 2: 21-24, 25-32, 33-40;
Isaiah 61:10-11; 62:1-3; Psalm 148: 1-6; 7-14.
Pondering thoughts to choose from
•I wonder what celebrating Jesus, like Simeon and Anna did, is like.
•I wonder what was most amazing about the birth of Jesus.
•I wonder how God’s coming to us in Jesus renews us to bless others..
Sing or Play: STJ 13 My Soul Is Filled with Joy , STJ 31 He Came Down , HWB 210 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
and other favorites
Closing Prayer: God, we praise you for being our friend, for planning our salvation, and for knowing us. Your plan
for us is wonderful, and we continue to say (ask children, “What do we say together?”): “Let it be!”
Candle snuffer: ( Lift the Candle snuffer high so the smoke can rise. Say: ) This smoke reminds us of God’s saving
friendship spreading out over our homes, churches, and the world. Amen.

