300 Short Buehrer Road
Archbold, OH 43502

December 31, 2017

Phone: 419-445-3796
Jessica Schrock-Ringenberg 419-551-1315
Corben Weaver Boshart 419-906-4729
Sue Short 419-346-7827
Child’s World Preschool: 419-445-6034 Project Hope: 419-445-0728
E-mail: church.zionmc@gmail.com Website: www.zionmennonitearchbold.org
Church office hours: Monday– Friday 8:00 am—12:00 pm

Zion Activities this Week
Sunday, December 31
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am Sunday School
Monday, January 1
OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday, January 2
9:00 am Prayer
Wednesday, January 3
9:00 am Prayer
10:00 am Host AAMA
7:00 pm MYF service night
Thursday, January 4
6:30 am Men’s Prayer
9:00 am Prayer
9:30 am Fairlawn Bible Study
6:00 pm Worship Meeting
7:00 pm Choir
7:00 am AA
Friday, January 5
9:00 am Prayer
Sunday, January 7
9:30 am Worship—membership
transfer for Cliff & Marilyn, Corben & Mara
10:45 am Sunday School

Register for December 24, 2017
Attendance
Worship
Sunday School
Offering
Budget
Student Aid
SS
Aid Fund
Other
Total

241
9
$13,575
7,300
175
1,148
1,180
$23,378

ZION CHURCH FAMILY
Happy Birthday
December 31:
Kathy Beck
January 4:
Gus Legato

January 2:
Chloe Nofziger
January 6:
Ron Grieser

Happy Anniversary
December 31:
Al & Ginny Liechty (45 years)
January 4:
Verlan & Mabel Ann Klinger (53 years)

Announcements at Zion

Upcoming
January 7: Membership transfer during morning
service for Cliff & Marilyn, Corben & Mara
January 11: MCC meat canning day in Goshen
January 21: Cliff’s installation and potluck
January 24: Family meal

MCC Meat Canner. Zion's canner work day at the
Bag Factory in Goshen, IN is Thursday, Jan.
11. Bring a sharp knife and come for a fun day of
fellowship and cubing turkey thighs! The carpool
will depart from the church parking lot at 6:30 am
and will be back home around 4:00 pm. We will
stop for a quick breakfast on the way.
See Phil (Lynette) Bontrager or Lori Bontrager
with any questions

The Art Show is coming
again!!
February 28th. The
theme is “Unspoken
Request.”

Youth Activities
Wednesday, January 3
7:00 pm MYF—service night

Shalom is looking for volunteers to help greet
our evening clients. The offices are open for
the convenience of those we serve, which
means that when our office managers are done
for the day, there isn’t anyone to welcome the
remaining clients. It would be a wonderful addition to our staff if we had a few people willing to donate a couple hours a week or even
just a few hours a month. The main duty
would be to welcome clients and take any messages. The volunteer would be able to bring a
book or watch one of our TV’s. If this sounds
like something you might feel called to do, contact either Tara or Amy at 419.445.1552.

Wednesday, January 10
6:00 pm Meal; LOGOS/CHAOS
7:00 pm MYF

Thank you to all of you who have welcomed me with kind
words and holiday greetings!! Thank you for the cards and
gifts I have received! I am beyond blessed. You all have
been very welcoming and it is appreciated! Many blessings
to you all this holiday season!! Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!!
Bethany Stuckey

Spiritual Leadership Team
(SLT: Elders and Ministers)
December 21, 2017
The December 21 meeting began with a devotional by Bonnie Stuckey reading the Christmas story based on Luke 2
from a picture book.
The Pastor Congregation Relations Committee was in attendance during the first part of the meeting to consider current concerns. The SLT Covenant with the Congregation was signed; copies will be available on the literature table.
A possible leadership retreat is being considered this winter. The group also talked about Jessica’s return to the Collaborative Ministry Team on January 2 and how to make this a smooth transition. An update was provided on several
Pastoral-Congregational concerns. The next SLT meeting will be Tuesday, January 16 at 6:00 pm.
Written, Bonnie Stuckey

I met God...
Some had requested we add this to the newsletter, as they couldn’t hear all of it. My “advent angels” wanted to
connect with the BELLS, to tap into Where God Is here. So we asked you, by way of the origami cranes sprinkled
thru the church. The cranes symbolize peace, and Our hope this season was that you found a morsel of peace as
you were on the alert for God – thru Blessing, Eating, visiting and Listening, and Learning. We share with you what
you shared with us:
God is in our community:
I saw God when our school started a fundraiser for Christmas Cheer. And working at Christmas Cheer I was seeing
God! Our school is doing a food drive for people who don’t have enough to eat. I ate with someone at school who
didn’t have anyone to eat with.
I saw God through the Thanksgiving community meal. I could tell there were lots of people there working together,
caring for people. It’s nice to see others care and give thoughts about others. I saw God over Thanksgiving in my
family, as it was the first time we were together in a long time. My friend’s whole family made me feel extremely
welcome over Thanksgiving. They fed me and included me; I’m really lucky to have not one but two families.
I went to get my nails done today, for my party. The woman took a good amount of time to do them, and at the
end she told me they were free. She did such a selfless act and I believe God was at work creating the kindness in
her heart.
During a Taize service we met God, singing with the nuns at Lial Center.
I heard the new president of Goshen College speak of the GC vision. She has hope for Goshen and for the church
and feels God called her to Goshen at this moment in time of hope.
I saw a video of someone who had cancer and no hair. I watched her open a wig from Locks of Love.
At Rosary Cathedral in Toledo, we met God listening to the MESSIAH.
We have a friend who has cancer. She’s had it for a long time, and her family and friends have been praying for
her. I see how she has stayed strong throughout her treatment.
God’s in our Creation – of nature as well as of people:

I watched a flock of turkeys hunt and peck and then fly up to roost in high trees. The beauty of 6 deer grazing in
the field behind our condo. The bright blue skies, the warm sunshine.
God was near when a neighbor helped us by shoveling the walk and helping with electronic equipment. I saw God
when a friend visited my house with another friend who is needing lots of care. The gift of time is priceless!
I see God in the laughter of children, and in people at church and at school, in the ways we care about and show
love to one another. Who can NOT see God when you hear the eager curiosity of children?!
God moves others, touching us:
I saw God when I went with the Logos kids to sing carols and deliver poinsettias to people in Fairlawn. There were
smiles on all faces young and old!
I saw God in a colleague who invites her students in to “help her” during lunch. As the rest of us ate our lunch this
week, we heard these students were decorating her room for Christmas. Some of them are students who are looking for more attention, often not in the most positive ways. She gave them the opportunity to feel like a useful part
of the community.
BELLS study made me realize more all the hurting people around me; I tried to listen more, and pray.
Pray.
Pray. I met God at church in the music, the lights, the quiet, the morning message, in people connections, in
prayers. What peace, restoration, and hope!
This past week I met God during a visit with a 97-year-old woman who has cancer. Her positive spirit and joy for
life each day, and what she can do for others, inspires me. Money can’t buy the joy and peace that she shares.
Our sermons this fall and advent season seem to have reflected God at work with ZION, awakening us to make us
more “relevant” today, to push us beyond our comfort zone and rituals. For me this highlights the very essence of
Christmas and makes me feel sparkly inside, with hope!
Thanks for participating with us, for tuning in to some of the different ways/places we can meet God.
The 4th – 8th grade SS class

December Worship...
Upcoming Worship Schedule:
December 31st, New Year’s Eve morning: Sunday wor ship at 9:30am. Sunday School
for all ages at 10:45am
***The church office will be closed on New Year’s Day***
Advent Series: “YES! LET IT BE!”
Our series theme is based on Mary’s prayer in Luke 1:38: “Here I am, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Mary had just heard an amazing plan for
her to carry and give birth to the Son of God! Mary’s response to God’s plan is nothing
short of radical. She not only accepts God’s path for her, but wishes for it. May we reflect
this same enthusiasm as we look for ways to be an active part of God’s unfolding story in
the world. Let it Be!
New Year’s - December 31: “Yes! Let It Be New”
Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Psalm 148, Galatians 4:4-7,
Luke 2:22-40
Epiphany - January 7: “Yes! Let It Be Declared”
Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, Ephesians 3:1-12,
Matthew 2:1-12

Let it be new!

Family worship opportunity for at home.

Christmas 1 .

Call to Worship (Speak this in phrases which are echoed by the other family members.)
Leader: Come and praise the Lord from the heavens, from the heights, with the sun and the moon, and with the
angels!
Candle lighter: ( Light and review the meaning of the four Advent candles. Then say: ) As we light this fifth candle
and the Christ candle, we celebrate Jesus, through whom God makes all things new.
Listening to God’s Word: Reflect on God’s renewing ways with these daily texts: Luke 2: 21-24, 25-32, 33-40;
Isaiah 61:10-11; 62:1-3; Psalm 148: 1-6; 7-14.
Pondering thoughts to choose from
•I wonder what celebrating Jesus, like Simeon and Anna did, is like.
•I wonder what was most amazing about the birth of Jesus.
•I wonder how God’s coming to us in Jesus renews us to bless others..
Sing or Play: STJ 13 My Soul Is Filled with Joy , STJ 31 He Came Down , HWB 210 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
and other favorites
Closing Prayer: God, we praise you for being our friend, for planning our salvation, and for knowing us. Your plan
for us is wonderful, and we continue to say (ask children, “What do we say together?”): “Let it be!”
Candle snuffer: ( Lift the Candle snuffer high so the smoke can rise. Say: ) This smoke reminds us of God’s saving
friendship spreading out over our homes, churches, and the world. Amen.

