300 Short Buehrer Road
Archbold, OH 43502

December 17, 2017

Phone: 419-445-3796
Jessica Schrock-Ringenberg 419-551-1315
Corben Weaver Boshart 419-906-4729
Sue Short 419-346-7827
Child’s World Preschool: 419-445-6034 Project Hope: 419-445-0728
E-mail: church.zionmc@gmail.com Website: www.zionmennonitearchbold.org
Church office hours: Monday– Friday 8:00 am—12:00 pm

Zion Activities this Week
Sunday, December 17
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am Sunday School
Monday, December 18
9:00 am Morning Prayer
Tuesday, December 19
9:00 am Morning Prayer
11:00 am Staff Christmas Lunch (office
closes at 10:50)
5:00 pm Community Meal @ St. Johns
6:00 pm SLT
Wednesday, December 20
8:30 am Senior Breakfast
9:00 am Morning Prayer
7:00 pm MYF – Zimmerman’s
Thursday, December 21
6:30 am Men’s Prayer
9:00 am Morning Prayer
9:30 am Fairlawn Bible Study
7:00 pm AA
Friday, December 22
9:00 am Morning Prayer
Sunday, December 24
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am Sunday School for
elementary/CHAOS
10:45 am Fellowship (no nursery)
7:00 pm Christmas Eve Service

Register for December 10, 2017
Attendance
Worship
156
Sunday School
65
Offering
Budget
$10,330
Student Aid
4,150
Amahl (Puerto Rico) 3,462
Other
30
Total
$17,972

ZION CHURCH FAMILY
Happy Birthday
December 17:
Ruth Grieser
December 22:
Rachel Bowman
December 23:
Quinn Wyse

Happy Anniversary
December 19:
Larry & Donna Wyse (47 years)
December 22:
Troy & Jan Roth (27 years)

Advent Angels: Perhaps you have noticed the origami cranes with a note from "Advent Angels," with a pad of paper
and an envelope sprinkled around the church. An anonymous group would like to help the congregation continue the discussion of our fall BELLS study. Please take a moment today or this week to write a response to the question, "How did you meet God this week?" and slip it into the envelope. Please leave the envelope, note pad, and crane with
"angel note" where you found it for the next person. Written responses are also to be anonymous. They will be collected
from each envelope weekly, and used during our worship services the day before Christmas. Thank you, in advance, for
your participation. They hope you feel blessed as you notice the ways in which God is moving in your life, and in the lives
of others!

Upcoming

December 19: Office will be closed at 10:50 am for
staff to have a Christmas luncheon
December 20: Senior Breakfast at 8:30 am—After
eating, will meet in Sanctuary for morning prayer
December 24: Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm
December 25: Merry Christmas!! (office closed)
Mark you calendars!!! The Art Show is
coming again!! February 28th. The theme
is “Unspoken Request.” Get those creative
thoughts cultivating!!
Due to traveling for the holidays with my family, I will
be out of the office on 12/29. Please have all newsletter
and bulletin information to me by NOON on Wednesday, December 27th, so I have time to get everything
printed!! Thanks for your help! -Bethany Stuckey

Katie Yoder, Annika, Lizeth, and Meredith; who attended SWAP, sent their thanks to the congregation for
your support. The thank you and pictures are posted
on the bulletin board.

“Thank you to all who came and helped decorate Christmas cookies with the Fellowship Committee. These
members worked hard to decorate 300 cookies on December 10 at the church. We had lots of fun together
and enjoyed exchanging our favorite cookies at the end!
The frosted Christmas cutout cookies will be served on
Sunday, December 24 during the coffee hour after the
church service in celebration of Christmas.”

Announcements at Zion
Cleaning Help Needed: The storage room in
the office is in need of a good cleaning out. It has
become a place for items to accumulate when no
one knows where else to put them. If you, or your
group, have items stored in the office, would you
please stop in by December 18th and find a new
home for them? Thanks so much for your help!
- The Collaborative Ministry Team

The candle on the organ is in loving
memory of Merle Short who passed
away December 21, 2016 and is given
by Charlene and Family.

Youth Activities
Wednesday, December 20
7:00 pm MYF—at Zimmerman’s
Wednesday, December 27
No LOGOS, CHAOS, or MYF due to holidays
Saturday, December 30
CHAOS lock-in at 9:30 pm

More Announcements...

December 4th, 2017 by Cheeks
The summer of 2017 was the most attended summer in the history of
BBC. Praise God! Well over 400 campers came over the course of 7
weeks of summer camp. Serving this many campers required that we
also have one of the largest staff teams in the camp’s history. Many
different marketing events, individuals, and advertisements helped to
make this summer’s registration so momentous. I also believe that
campers wouldn’t come (and keep coming!) if it weren’t for the impact
camp has on them.
A small group of campers (and staff) were impacted this summer by a
new week- long program. The Expedition week was created to be an
adventure-based program for a small group of middle school campers.
This backpacking-based program provided a unique and powerful atmosphere for campers to find each other and God.
The group of 10 campers and three staff spent their first day at camp focused on team building to prepare themselves for the
three-day overnight backpacking trip during the 2nd half of the week. Because this was designed to be a smaller group, campers
quickly built meaningful relationships with their counselors and each other. Mim “Sully” Beck, an expedition counselor,

describes how those relationships were built:
“One of the best parts of the week was being able to interact so closely with the group of campers and other
counselors. We quickly became well acquainted and comfortable around each other as we learned how to
pack our bags and cook our food. Even before we left for the trip, we found ourselves bonding while shouting
out-of-tune camp songs at the tree houses. Multiple times on the trip we found ourselves laughing and playing
games or telling riddles to keep ourselves entertained. One of the most profound experiences on the trail was
when we reached the Killington summit. Relaxing in God’s presence after a day of hiking had a positive impact on all of us.”

Current culture has made it easy for most Middle Schoolers to miss out on nature-focused activities. Kids, instead, experience
the world behind the glass of their mobile devices and other screens. BBC has always sought to help “human life, wild life and
plant life coexist in harmony (statement from original bylaws).” One of the other counselors on this trip, Erin “Corgi” Beidler,
describes how campers met God during the week: “Sitting around the camp stove eating freeze-dried chili our group had some
of the best conversations. From playing charades to discussing faith the group was open to sharing their experiences. I remember
one discussion in particular when we were talking about Moses leading the Israelites out into the wilderness. God gave them just
enough manna to survive for that day but no more. We discussed how through the challenge of the hike and whatever challenges
life brings God can give each of us enough of what we need to get through. I saw God so much during the three days of hiking.
Campers were so willing to share and help each other through the challenges of the hike. I truly believe that being together in
such a demanding environment helped the group grow closer to each other, to nature, and to God.”
The impact of this session on campers (and staff) was clear. Expedition will return next year. If you know a 12-14-year-old
who would benefit from an experience like this, please encourage them to sign up!
– Dan “Chick” Laubach, Program Director

“This is a reminder that the last payment for the 2017-18
school year to our Mennonite colleges/universities and
seminaries will be paid in the next couple weeks.
Your contribution to the Student Aid Fund in the next
couple of weeks will be appreciated and welcome.
Thank you, College Aid Financial Committee”

From the Missions Team:
MCC Meat Canner. Zion's canner work day at the Bag Factory in Goshen, IN is Thursday, Jan. 11. Bring a sharp knife and come for a fun day
of fellowship and cubing turkey thighs! The carpool will depart from
the church parking lot at 6:30 am and will be back home around 4:00
pm. We will stop for a quick breakfast on the way.
See Phil (Lynette) Bontrager or Lori Bontrager with any questions

“Visit in Toledo with Amer, one of the
Syrian refugees --Amer, for whom we’ve been paying rent since
August is DEEPLY and expressively grateful to
Zion for this support. He would love for us to
continue. The caseworker and interpreter believe without a ‘cultural navigator,’ of which
there are precious FEW in Toledo (anywhere),
there will be no change, even a year from now.
It was decided to end our support the end of
December since we don’t have the resources
here to make the needed more than weekly
commute to be that ‘navigator.’ He is in good
hands with the caseworker, though still at the
mercy of our government’s twisted and challenging system. If you have any questions,
please contact me.
Lori Bontrager for Missions Team

December Worship...
Upcoming Worship Schedule:
December 24th, Christmas Eve morning: Sunday wor ship at 9:30am. There will be a
shortened time of Sunday School for children and CHAOS (middle school). No Adult Sunday School. Fellowship time with refreshments. Bring a plate of goodies to share, and use
this time to reconnect with old friends, as well as meet new ones!
December 24th, Christmas Eve evening: Ser vice of Chr istmas Carols and Scripture at
7:00pm. This will be a short, informal time to gather for worship. Take a break from your
celebration, bring the family, and come as you are! The service will include the traditional
candlelight singing of “Silent Night.” An offering will be collected for the aid fund.
December 31st, New Year’s Eve morning: Sunday wor ship at 9:30am. Sunday School
for all ages at 10:45am
*The church office will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day*

Advent Series: “YES! LET IT BE!”
Our series theme is based on Mary’s prayer in Luke 1:38: “Here I am, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Mary had just heard an amazing plan for
her to carry and give birth to the Son of God! Mary’s response to God’s plan is nothing
short of radical. She not only accepts God’s path for her, but wishes for it. May we reflect
this same enthusiasm as we look for ways to be an active part of God’s unfolding story in
the world. Let it Be!
Advent III - December 17: “Let It Be Whole” Isaiah 61:1-4 & 8-11, Psalm 126,
Luke 1;46b-55, I Thessalonians 5:16-24,
John 1:6-8 & 19-28
Advent IV - December 24: “Yes! Let It Be Now”
2 Samuel 7:1-11 & 16, Psalm 89:1-4 & 19-26,
Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38

New Year’s - December 31: “Yes! Let It Be New”
Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Psalm 148, Galatians 4:4-7,
Luke 2:22-40
Epiphany - January 7: “Yes! Let It Be Declared”
Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, Ephesians 3:1-12,
Matthew 2:1-12
Copies of your take home advent page are available across from the mailboxes.
Pick yours up today!!

