300 Short Buehrer Road
Archbold, OH 43502

December 10, 2017

Phone: 419-445-3796
Jessica Schrock-Ringenberg 419-551-1315
Corben Weaver Boshart 419-906-4729
Sue Short 419-346-7827
Child’s World Preschool: 419-445-6034 Project Hope: 419-445-0728
E-mail: church.zionmc@gmail.com Website: www.zionmennonitearchbold.org
Church office hours: Monday– Friday 8:00 am—12:00 pm

Zion Activities this Week
Sunday, December 9
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am Sunday School
1:00 pm Cookie Decorating
7:00 pm Amahl and the Night Visitors @
Pettisville High School
Monday, December 11
9:00 am Morning Prayer
6:30 pm Formation
Tuesday, December 12
9:00 am Morning Prayer
5:00 pm Community Meal
Wednesday, December 13
9:00 am Morning Prayer
9:00 am Mennonite Women
11:00 am Pre-K Mini Program
6:30 pm Life Planning: Meal & Christmas
Celebration
Thursday, December 14
6:30 am Men’s Prayer
9:00 am Morning Prayer
9:30 am Fairlawn Bible Study
7:00 pm Choir – Christmas Caroling
7:00 pm AA
Friday, December 15
9:00 am Morning Prayer
7:00 pm Child’s World Christmas
Program
Sunday, December 17
9:30 am Worship
10:45 am Sunday School

Register for December 3, 2017
Attendance
Worship

165

Offering
Budget
Student Aid
Sunday School
Other
Total

$9,005
2,000
25
140
$11,170

Announcements at Zion
Today is our Christmas Cookie Decorating
day!! For those of you who have signed up
we will see you at 1pm in the Fellowship
hall. Remember to bring your cookies and
your holiday decorating skills!

ZION CHURCH FAMILY

Happy Birthday
December 15:
Emily Kauffman

December 16:
Jodi Nofziger
Mary Ellen Nofziger

Happy Anniversary
December 14:
Kirk & Sally Beck

(43 years)

Morning Prayer update: The Collaborative Ministry
Team has been hosting a time of prayer in the sanctuary each morning at 9:00am. Attendance has been
varied for the past few weeks since it began, but it has
become a rich, meaningful, and often surprising
space. Here are a few of our reflections about Morning
Prayer.

Upcoming
December 10: Cookie decorating in the Fellowship
hall from 1-3 pm.
December 10: Choir performing Amahl and the
Night Visitors at 7:00 pm at Pettisville High School

We have appreciated having a place to come together
to listen specifically for the Holy Spirit and to share
what we are sensing as a group. It’s the most basic
activity of the church, and it’s a blessing to be able to
do it with members of our church on a daily basis.

December 15: Child’s World Preschool
Christmas Program at 7:00 pm

It has been good to have a place for people in our congregation to check in with people we may not otherwise
see. Folks have been able to share about what is happening in our lives together. We feel strengthened and
more connected for it.

December 20: Senior Breakfast at 8:30 am
December 24: Christmas Eve Service at 7:00 pm
Due to traveling for the holidays with my family, I will be
out of the office on 12/29. Please have all newsletter and
bulletin information to me by NOON on Wednesday, December 27th, so I have time to get everything printed!! Thanks
for your help! -Bethany Stuckey

Cleaning Help Needed: The storage room in
the office is in need of a good cleaning out. It has
become a place for items to accumulate when no
one knows where else to put them. If you, or your
group, have items stored in the office, would you
please stop in by December 18th and find a new
home for them? Thanks so much for your help!
- The Collaborative Ministry Team

It is clear to us that the Spirit is moving during this
time… Each morning brings something unique to that
day. Whether it is the mix of people who show up, or
the reflections shared, it is evident that the Spirit is
bringing something new to us each day.
The idea for Morning Prayer was that the CMT would
pray together daily, and we wanted to invite the congregation to join us. We trust that wherever two or
three are gathered, Christ’s Spirit will be at work among
them. This also meant we didn’t have a clear-cut vision
for what Morning Prayer would look like. But, it does
seem to be taking on the shape of Christ in our midst,
and for that we say, “Amen, Maranatha (Come Lord
Jesus)!”

There is still time…..

...to bring GIFTS for the MLK center (kitchen for the poor)! Please have gifts wrapped and marked with gender and age.
DEADLINE to bring gifts is Sunday, December 17th as the gifts will be taken to Toledo on Monday, December 18th!

Youth Activities
Wednesday, December 13
6:30 pm Life Planning: Meal & Christmas Celebration
Wednesday, December 20
7:00 pm MYF—at Zimmerman’s
Wednesday, December 27
No LOGOS, CHAOS, or MYF due to holidays
Saturday, December 30
CHAOS lock-in at 9:30 pm

Thanks from the Missions/Service Team for so generously remembering these families over the holidays.
Advent Angels: Perhaps you have noticed the origami
cranes with a note from "Advent Angels," with a pad of paper and an envelope sprinkled around the church. An anonymous group would like to help the congregation continue the
discussion of our fall BELLS study. Please take a moment
during the Advent season to write a response to the question, "How did you meet God this week?" and slip it into the envelope. Please leave the envelope, note pad, and crane with
"angel note" where you found it for the next person. Written
responses are also to be anonymous. They will be collected
from each envelope weekly, and used during our worship services the day before Christmas. Thank you, in advance, for
your participation. They hope you feel blessed as you notice
the ways in which God is moving in your life, and in the lives
of others!

More Announcements...

The Disciples Sunday School class will make their annual trip to Little Eden for Snow Camp on January 12 –
15, 2018. We would like to invite you to join us for fun, fellowship, food, and snow. Come and enjoy the Northern Michigan scenery, games, and snacks! See Randy Stuckey for registration forms and further information.
Senior Breakfast is Wednesday, December 20th at 8:30. After eating, we will go into the Sanctuary for the morning prayer time.

Shalom is looking for volunteers to help greet
our evening clients. The offices are open for
the convenience of those we serve, which
means that when our office managers are done
for the day, there isn’t anyone to welcome the
remaining clients. It would be a wonderful addition to our staff if we had a few people willing to donate a couple hours a week or even
just a few hours a month. The main duty
would be to welcome clients and take any messages. The volunteer would be able to bring a
book or watch one of our TV’s. If this sounds
like something you might feel called to do, contact either Tara or Amy at 419.445.1552.

CONGRATS to John and Joyce Yoder who have a new grandson,
Henry Conrad Yoder born November 27 to John and Valerie Yoder of
Indianapolis!!!
“This is a reminder that the last payment for the 2017-18 school year
to our Mennonite colleges/universities and seminaries will be paid in
the next couple weeks.
Your contribution to the Student Aid Fund in the next couple of weeks
will be appreciated and welcome.
Thank you, College Aid Financial Committee”

Mennonite Women will meet on Wed. Dec 13. You are invited to
come to our special Christmas activity day. Our pre school friends
will be singing for us. Persons with last names M -Z bring a favorite Christmas salad or dessert for the noon meal.

What does it mean to be Installed or Licensed? (and also, what does Sue do around here?) Since many of
you have asked, I thought it might be helpful to explain this process a bit more. Last Sunday, December 3rd, I was
installed for ministry at Zion. This is a formal recognition of my own personal calling and conviction toward ministry,
and a sign that I have been affirmed by you for pastoral leadership in this particular congregation. This marks the
beginning of my journey toward ordination. When Corben was installed back in October, he was also licensed at the
same time. This means that he has completed intensive written work, submitted references, and successfully
passed an interview with the credentialing committee of Ohio Conference. Since he is now a licensed minister in
Ohio Conference, he will begin a period of further testing of his calling and gifts to prepare for ordination. This process can take between 2-4 years (or in some cases, longer). During this time, he will be assigned a more experienced pastor as a mentor, much in the same way that a new school teacher is partnered up with a more experienced
one.
As for me, I am currently preparing for my credentialing interview toward licensing, which is coming up on January 8th
(prayers GREATLY appreciated!) Part of my “homework” for this is to thoroughly read the polity manual, called “A
Shared Understanding of Ministerial Leadership,” as well as study the “Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective.” In writing, I will submit my reflections on each of the 24 articles in the Confession of Faith, as well as respond
to question in the following categories: Relationship with God, Understanding of Theology, Ability to do Pastoral
Tasks, Self Understanding, Compatibility with the Mennonite Church, and my Understanding of the Office of Ministry. I will be required to submit all of the written work, as well as my references, ahead of the interview. During the
interview, I will be asked by the committee to verbally expand on my written work, which they will have read beforehand. So, this is quite an involved process!
In addition to preparing for the licensing interview, I have also submitted my application, written my essay, gathered
my references, and sent my undergraduate college transcripts to AMBS (Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary). The admissions committee just finished reviewing all of my materials this past week, and so as of a few days
ago, I am officially an accepted seminary student!!! Thank you so much for all of your encouragement! I appreciate
your kind words, cards, phone calls, texts, etc.. as I begin this season of further testing and formal training.
Since my first official day at Zion on October 23rd, I have been in the church office most mornings preparing sermons, helping with worship planning, learning the details of how things fit together, attending many meetings, taking
turns with Corben leading morning prayer and the Fairlawn Bible Study, trying to answer Bethany’s questions, and
making connections with folks (in the office, at Fairlawn, at lunch, etc). My role may shift once we begin working together as a complete Collaborative Ministry Team, but for now, this is a brief snapshot of how I have been spending
my time. Come on over to the office some morning, and have a cup of tea with me. You should probably call first
though, since no two days are ever the same!

December Worship...
Upcoming Worship Schedule:
December 24th, Christmas Eve morning: Sunday wor ship at 9:30am. There will be a
shortened time of Sunday School for children and CHAOS (middle school). No Adult Sunday School. Fellowship time with refreshments. Bring a plate of goodies to share, and use
this time to reconnect with old friends, as well as meet new ones!
December 24th, Christmas Eve evening: Ser vice of Chr istmas Carols and Scripture at
7:00pm. This will be a short, informal time to gather for worship. Take a break from your
celebration, bring the family, and come as you are! The service will conclude with the traditional candlelight singing of “Silent Night.”
December 31st, New Year’s Eve morning: Sunday wor ship at 9:30am. Sunday School
for all ages at 10:45am
*The church office will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day*

Advent Series: “YES! LET IT BE!”
Our series theme is based on Mary’s prayer in Luke 1:38: “Here I am, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Mary had just heard an amazing plan for
her to carry and give birth to the Son of God! Mary’s response to God’s plan is nothing
short of radical. She not only accepts God’s path for her, but wishes for it. May we reflect
this same enthusiasm as we look for ways to be an active part of God’s unfolding story in
the world. Let it Be!
Advent II - December 10: “Let It Be So” Isaiah 40:1-11, Psalm 85:1-2 & 8-13, 2 Peter
3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-8
Advent III - December 17: “Let It Be Whole” Isaiah
61:1-4 & 8-11, Psalm 126, Luke 1;46b-55, I Thessalonians
5:16-24, John 1:6-8 & 19-28
Advent IV - December 24: “Yes! Let It Be Now”
2 Samuel 7:1-11 & 16, Psalm 89:1-4 & 19-26, Romans
16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38
New Year’s - December 31: “Yes! Let It Be New” Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Psalm 148, Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40
Epiphany - January 7: “Yes! Let It Be Declared” Isaiah
60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12

