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From the
Advent “blues”
to Christmas
“The saying is trustworthy and
deserving of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners.”
1 Timothy 1.15

Are you tired of Christmas
yet? The paraments have just
turned blue for the season of
Advent, but the stores have
already looked a lot like
Christmas for weeks!
The special midweek
services of Advent are vestiges
of the European tradition of our
Lutheran Church - Missouri

Synod fathers. They
remembered that in Europe the
town church conducted worship
services every evening, the
service of vespers. Now, hardly
anyone came to these services
even there, but the state paid
the salary, and the pastor would
be there.
American Lutherans
remembered and returned to
this other worship pattern during
Advent and Lent. Daily services
never really took hold in
America, except in this vestigial
form, and now in many places it
too is passing away. (Many
American churches have
Wednesday evening services
throughout the year, but how

many of these churches observe
the season of Advent?) Our
grandfathers and grandmothers
met on these Wednesdays in
Advent and Lent to pray and
hear God’s Word. It is the mark
of both of these seasons. Just as
Lent is meant to prepare us to
celebrate the joy of the
resurrection of our Lord, Advent
is meant to prepare us for the joy
of the birth of our Savior.
This addition to our routine is
but one way we mark the time
between the two Advents:
Christ’s Nativity and His Second
Coming. There are other ways
we “mark the time.” We pray
more. Perhaps your family keeps
an Advent calendar or an

presence of God and the
blessings he has already
brought to us. From absence to
presence. From longing to
arrival. From Advent to
Christmas.
Both seasons really need
one another. They have to have
the tension which their
respective themes create.

Twenty years ago at Zion: Holly (Hickel) Mancebo singing a solo and Nathan
Hickel (front right) in Zionʼs Christmas program, 1993.

Advent wreath at home. This too
is a reflection of that prayerful
waiting.
God’s people often mark this
season with good deeds:
feeding the hungry, clothing the
poor, or caring for the hurting in
their community. This is also a
good way to wait for the Lord, to
be about His business.
But the principal mark of the
season has traditionally been

penitence. (That’s why the
paraments at Advent were
traditionally the same purple as
the penitential season of Lent.)
We need this Jesus to come. We
need this Savior desperately.
Our Advent observances help to
focus our attention upon our
sinfulness and upon the
absence of God from our lives.
Christmas, if it is to be
Christmas, will focus on the

Read: Matthew 1.18-25
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If we eliminate the penitence
of Advent, we eliminate the joy
of Christmas with it. Unwilling to
wait, we chase after the fleeting
joy of a new purchase or a gift
received without acknowledging
that the gift is but a shadow of
the great gift of God.
The real tragedy of the
season as it is observed (or not
observed to be more accurate)
is that we are denied the
penitence in this season. The
songs of Christmas are about
the promises fulfilled. The whole
Santa/gifts/commercial
Christmas theme is very good,
but it has taken away our
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Zion Lutheran Church, led
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established to sow God’s
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and foster growth in Christ.

Christmas is coming.
Because our Savior has come.
“Christ the Savior is born,” the
beloved hymn, “Silent Night,”
reminds us. The singing of this
and other Christmas hymns will
come soon enough. For now,
let us reflect on the reason for
His coming. For, “when the
fullness of time had come, God
sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, to
redeem those who were under
the law” (Gal. 4.4-5). Let this
be the reason for our joy, this
season and into eternity.
+ In Christ +
Pastor Scott

Welcome!
New Admin.
Assistant
Joe Hartley
We officially welcome our own
Joe Hartley as our new

Gene Miller
John Nickelson

Word, nurture the believer,

Advent, and our Christmas joy
is weakened.

Jim Fields

James Huntsman, Cong. Pres.

administrative assistant. Joe’s
office hours will be Monday
through Friday, 8:30 - 11:30 am.
We thank God for Sasha and
the work she did for our
congregation and pray His
richest blessings on her with her
new job opportunity!

WISDOM FROM

WITTENBERG
This regular feature shares a quote
or short piece by a theologian from
the Lutheran tradition.

Dr. Martin Luther
(1483-1546)
The following piece sheds some light
on Luther’s famous Christmas hymn:

chili dog
feed!
Zion will once again host our
annual Snowflake Parade
Chili Dog Feed on Tuesday,
December 5th. We are looking
for volunteers to help with this
great fundraiser! Time is running
short! If you can volunteer,
please arrive at church 3:30 pm.
Funds raised will go to help
send our youth the Higher
Things Conference, July 22-25,
at Utah State University in
Logan, Utah (visit
www.higherthings.org for more
info on this great event!).
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“From Heaven Above to
Earth I Come”
“While Luther’s earlier Christmas
hymns had been translations
from the Latin, this one is
entirely his own. When he wrote
it in 1534 or 1535 his children
were just old enough to sing it.
Indeed, some scholars maintain
that the hymn is a miniature
Christmas pageant for the
family, with the angel singing
stanzas 1-5, individual children
stanzas 7-14, and stanzas 6
and 15 sung by the whole
group. Be that as it may, in this
hymn Luther certainly followed
his own axiom: “If we wish to
train children, we must become
children with them.” No other
hymn of his is as simple and

BIBLE STUDIES
@ ZION
SUNDAYS, 9:00 AM
The Parables of Jesus
! Location: Fellowship Hall
intimate in content and as folklike in structure. The first stanza is
actually patterned after a preReformation secular folk song, a
singing game popular with the
young people in Luther’s time…
Originally, Luther used the
lilting melody of this folk song for
his Christmas carol. It is found in
the earliest extant source… and
many subsequent hymnals. But
with the increasing popularity of
[“From Heaven Above to Earth I
Come”] he must have felt that the
hymn deserved its own melody.
The new music first appeared
in… 1539 and ultimately became
the popular tune. Quite likely
Luther wrote it himself, for it has
the same beginning and the
same strong emphasis… that are
found in his melodies for [“A
Mighty Fortress”].” [From: Luther’s
Works, American Edition, vol. 53,
page 289.]
The Handbook to the Lutheran
Hymnal also notes:
“Luther was accustomed every
year to prepare for his family a
happy Christmas Eve’s
entertainment… and for this
festival of his children he wrote
this Christmas hymn… It is said
that Luther celebrated the festival
in his own house in this original
fashion: By his orders the first

WEDNESDAYS, 1:00 PM
We will soon finish
Leviticus and will begin
studying Colossians in
January after Christmas.
Our midweek class meets
in the family room.
seven verses of this hymn were
sung by a man dressed as an
angel, whom the children greeted
with the eighth and following
verses.”
The Lutheran Service Book
includes all 15 stanzas (page
358).

Cookie Exchange
Saturday, 21 December
2:00 pm
Ladies, join your sisters-inChrist here at Zion on Saturday
the 21st to share in some
Christmas fun and fellowship!
Bring a batch at least three
dozen homemade Christmas
cookies, copies of your recipe
to share, and a container!
You’ll go home with a great
assortment of Christmas
cookies!
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Christmas
Open House

December 28, 3-6 pm
Pastor and Christine would like to
invite you all to an open house at
their home on Saturday,
December 28th, from 3-6 pm.
Food and drinks will be provided.
10408 Merlin Way, Klamath Falls,
OR 97601. If you need directions,
see Pastor or Christine!

Church
Painting
Project
On Sunday, August 4th, the
voters assembly accepted a bid
from Precision Painting to paint
the church at a cost of
approximately $17,000. The
project came in right on their
estimate.
As of November, we have
raised approximately $4,000.
We have the money to pay for the
work in reserve, but the
congregational leadership would

like to work to replace the money
we have used to pay for the
project. Simply specify that your
offering is for the Church Painting
Project. Thank you for your help
as we work to maintain this
beautiful facility!

New

Veterans
Enrichment Home

Klamath Falls has a new veterans
enrichment center, located at
1431 Avalon St. The center will
provide a home for at-risk
veterans to re-establish
themselves and take control of
their lives. It is loosely affiliated
with the Klamath & Lake Counties
Stand Down group.
The dream is to turn their 10bedroom, three-bath, two-kitchen
complex into a living and learning
space for up to 20 veterans.
This new venture needs most
everything but there are a few
items that they need now:
• Twin beds/frames

• Mattresses
• Sheets, blankets & pillows
• Curtains
• Lamps
• Furniture:
• Couches
• Chairs
• Tables
• Kitchen Items:
• Dishes
• Utensils
• Cookware
This is to be a transitional home
for veterans coming out of VA
treatment programs in White City
and reentering our community. For
more in formation, see Pastor
Scott.

Did you know…?
The Christmas Tree originated in
Germany in the 16th century. It
was common for the Germanic
people to decorate fir trees, both
inside and out, with roses, apples,
and colored paper. It is believed
that Martin Luther was the first to
light a Christmas tree with
candles. While coming home one
dark winter's night near
Christmas, he was struck with the
beauty of the starlight shining
through the branches of a small fir
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tree outside his home. He
duplicated the starlight by using
candles attached to the branches
of his indoor Christmas tree. The
Christmas tree was not widely
used in Britain until the 19th
century. It was brought to
America by the Pennsylvania
Germans in the 1820's.

Below: A newspaper clipping from the Herald and News describes how the people
of Zion celebrated the season of Advent nearly 50 years ago.

Another New Address!
Judy Balcom has moved again!
150 Friendship Church Rd.
Pineview, GA 31071

Altar Guild Notes
Altar service for December is
provided by Eleanore Beets.

The next Altar Guild
meeting will be Saturday,
December 7th, at 10:00 am.
After the meeting, we will
decorate the sanctuary for the
Christmas season.

90
Years of Ministry

Our congregation has a
significant milestone coming up in
summer 2014! Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church, a member
congregation of the Lutheran
Church - Missouri Synod, was
organized at a meeting on May

4th, 1924, with 14 charter
members (plus their families; at
that time in the church, only men
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were considered voting
members). At the same meeting,
the congregation called the Rev.

the joy of morning and evening
prayer. “In the evening when
you retire, make the sign of the
cross and say...” (Small
Catechism, vii). The liturgy of
Evening Prayer, which grows out
of the daily devotion of the
home, has a simple, four-part
outline: Service of Light,
Psalmody, Readings and
Responses, and Prayers.

Above: Zion Lutheran Churchʼs float in the 1962 Christmas Parade. See this
and other old newspaper clippings in the cabinet in the Family Room!

George W. Hoffmann as its first
pastor. Ninety years of Word and
Sacrament ministry is no small
thing!
To celebrate this historic event
in the life of our congregation, we
will hold a special festival worship
service, at 4:00, on Sunday, May
4th, 2014, with a dinner to follow.
(We will still hold our regular,
10:15 am Divine Service.) If you
would like to help plan and
organize this event, please see
Pastor Scott.

+++
Evening Prayer
We will use Evening Prayer (LSB
pages 243 - 252) as our order of

service during our Advent
midweek services. The article
below shares some insights into
the structure and background of
this beautiful service.
Evening Prayer recalls the
Old Testament rhythm of prayer
in the morning and the evening:
“When you lie down and when
you arise” (Deuteronomy 6:7).
Our Lord Himself, as well as His
apostles and the New Testament
church, continued that rhythm,
making every day a sacrifice of
prayer and praise to God.
Because the hours of prayer
multiplied and became
increasingly complex and
burdensome, they were prayed
only in the monasteries. The
Reformation sought to restore
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The Service of Light
(lucernarium) began as a daily
lamp-lighting service at the
setting of the sun in the early
centuries before gas or electric
lights. The image of light in the
midst of darkness is easily
associated with Christ who is
our light (John 1:9). We look
forward to the day when we will
no longer need lamp nor sun,
for the Lord God will be our light
(Revelation 22:5). The Phos
hilaron, or “Hymn of Light,” is a
third-century hymn of praise to
Christ, the “gracious light.”
The Psalter is the hymnal/
prayerbook of both Old and
New Testament Israel. Psalm
141 sets the Evening Prayer
theme with incense and the
uplifted hands of prayer as the
“evening sacrifice” of God’s
people. In the Old Testament,
incense was offered to God, not
for the atonement of sins, but as
an offering to God (Exodus 30).
Incense, prayer and praise are
the thanksgiving sacrifices of
God’s saints (Malachi 1:1).

Where the Word of Christ
dwells richly, there are psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs
(Colossians 3:16). This is the
rhythm of Christian worship:
God first speaks to us through
His Word; we then speak His
words back to Him in hymns
and songs. The needs and
concerns of the whole people
of God are included in the
litany, where the priestly
people of God intercede for
“everyone, for kings and all
who are in high positions, so
that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness
and dignity” (1 Timothy 2:2).
We also give thanks for the
saints who have died in the
Lord and who rest in the hope
of the resurrection (1
Thessalonians 4:13). Evening
Prayer concludes with a hymn
of thanksgiving “for all the

blessings of the light.” Those
who have heard the Word of
the Lord leave with the peace
of the Lord on their lips and in
their hearts.
From: www.csl.edu

08 DEC (SUN) + 10:15 am
with Holy Communion

11 DEC (WED) + 7:00 pm

Fellowship Supper, 6:00 pm

15 DEC (SUN) + 10:15 am
18 DEC (WED) + 7:00 pm
Fellowship Supper, 6:00 pm

22 DEC (SUN) + 10:15 am
with Holy Communion

Christmas Program!
24 DEC (WED) + 7:00 pm
25 DEC (THUR) + 10:15 am
with Holy Communion

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
01 DEC (SUN) + 10:15 am
04 DEC (WED) + 7:00 pm

Fellowship Supper, 6:00 pm

Through the Bible in a Year
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3.16

Have you ever read the Bible cover-to-cover over the course
of a year? Join fellow members of Zion in this devotional
exercise this year! Pick up a reading schedule in the narthex
or church office. If you have any other ?’s, see Pastor Scott.
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We know many of you have
smart phones! Use them to
take pictures of church events!
Send them to Joe or Pastor
Scott for the newsletter!

