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He’s coming!
Read Luke 21:25-36
And there will be signs at
Walmart and Fred Meyer...
Distress of a nation in perplexity
because it was barely Halloween
when the decorations began to
appear… “Christmas Creep” itʼs
affectionately called.
But even with all this
advance warning, itʼs easy to get
weighed-down with the cares of
this world: work, school, politics
– and some of us end up
surprised when Christmas Eve is
upon us and there is still
shopping left to be done.

Above: The Advent wreath marking time until the Nativity of Our Lord.

Only 23 more shopping days
until Christmas! Consider this
your warning! Now, this warning
elicits different responses,
depending on where you stand
with your Christmas shopping. If
you havenʼt even started yet, like
me, you might be thinking, “Ah,
plenty of time yet!” Or, perhaps,
“That will come up quick – Iʼd
better get cracking.” On the
other hand, if you finished your
shopping back in October, or
even last week on “Black
Friday,” you look forward to
Christmas with anticipation –
excited to see the looks on the
faces of your friends and family
when they open your gifts.

Ready or not, Christmas is
coming. “The word “advent” is
from the Latin word for “coming,”
and as such, describes the
“coming” of our Lord Jesus
Christ into the flesh. The theme
of readings and teachings during
this season of Advent is to
prepare for the Second Coming
while commemorating the First
Coming – the First Advent of
Christ at Christmas.
At the first Advent – Jesusʼ
humiliation theologians will call it
– He came to earth as a man.
God became flesh and dwelled
among us. At His Second
Advent, it is the crucified and
exalted Christ who comes from

heaven. His Second Coming will
be very visible and it will be a
triumphant one, far different from
the first one when He came in
lowliness and humility. The first
Advent came with a whimper.
The Second, we are assured,
will come with a bang. The first
was met with mixed reactions:
some worshipped Him – others
wanted Him dead [see Matt. 2].
His Second Coming, too, will
elicit different responses. Only a
few shepherds noticed the first
Advent. No one will miss the
Second Coming…
In the face of His next
coming, Jesus warns, “Watch
yourselves lest your hearts be
weighed down with dissipation
and drunkenness and cares of
this life, and that day come upon
you suddenly like a trap [Luke
21.34].”
How do we get ready for His
Second Coming? We confess
the dissipations and cares of the
world that weigh us down and
distract us from Christ, our
Redemption – and we are
Absolved. What Christ began
when He came into the flesh in
Bethlehem 2,000 years ago,

what He began in you at your
Baptisms, what He continues in
You each time you receive the
forgiveness of your sins, what
He gives you in the Lordʼs
Supper, His body and blood for
the forgiveness of your sins, His
promise to you of His return –
this will be completed for you,
when Christ comes again in
glory. For where there is
forgiveness of sins, there is life
and salvation. What a gift!
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Peace to you,
Pastor Scott

WISDOM FROM
WITTENBERG
This regular feature shares a quote or
short piece by a theologian from the
Lutheran tradition.

O. P. Kretzmann (1901-1975)
The Rev. Dr. Otto Paul Kretzmann
served as president of Valparaiso
University for 28 years, beginning in
1940. Before coming to Valpo, he
served as executive secretary of the
Walther League for six years. Prior to
that, he had served for 10 years on
the faculty of Concordia Seminary,
Springfield, IL. A 1920 graduate of
Concordia College, Bronxville, NY, he
received the Master of Sacred
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Theology degree in 1924 from
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
was the recipient of ten honorary
doctorates. In his 1969 devotional,
Hosanna in the Whirlwind, he wrote:

“Christmas, with all its age
and all its depth, with its
meeting of history and eternity,
is still – and how strange this is
– most clearly and warmly
understood by those who are
closest to the Child in years and
understanding… Sometimes we
who are older come close to
that beatitude, but more often it
eludes us…
Choked and buried under the
weight of the years, we honor
the past more than we live the
present… We feel more the
homesickness for other
Christmases than the presence
of this Christmas…
A part of this we will always
keep – the vigil for the past, the
remembrance… but also, by
God’s pity, we can return to the
great simplicity and joy of a
Christmas that is really
happening now…
There are miles and years
between Bethlehem and Main
Street which are not easy to
cross… When one has been in
Bethlehem, Main Street is
puzzling; when one stand on
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Main Street, Bethlehem becomes
mysterious… Never were those
inseparable companions, cause
and effect, more curiously
matched… For the cause of all
this commotion in Main Street is
the mystery of the Incarnation…
God came into the world as a
Baby, into a world where the
stable was cold and the manger
was poor… and because He
came, men and women are now
rushing up and down Main
Street…
Bethlehem gave these hurrying
crowds, whose only Christmas is
finding the right gift for Aunt Mary,
a strange new value above and
despite themselves which the
years have not taken away…
There is dignity in having flesh
and bones and eyes and heart,
since God Himself has worked
and suffered and died…Man is not
only what he is; since the
Incarnation he is also what he may
be… Ever since Bethlehem there
is reason and truth in the ancient
prayer, ‘O God, make me all that I
can be.’

That tired mother leading her
two boys through the crowd
knows the weariness and pain of
the Virgin Mother as she found the
stable on Christmas Eve… And
the boys look at the toys in the
window with the same glow of
wonder which once was in the
eyes of the Child when He saw
the gold, frankincense, and
myrrh…
There is joy, then, in standing
on Main Street in December…
This moment in time may be
later than we think, but it is still
very near the moment when God,
by becoming Man, told us that we
need not be ashamed of ourselves
forever…”

Gene Miller
Jack Taylor
Curtis Waite

December
Birthdays
2

BENITA MILLER

4

JAMES HUNTSMAN

4

DEBBIE HULLMAN

5

MICHELLE BANION

9

WAYNE WESTLUND

9

PAUL BRIAN WATKINS

20 PAT GREGORY
22 SUE GROTH
22 RON EICHELKRAUT
23 CAROL LETT
26 DAWN MERRIGAN
31 MARIE GREGORY

December
Anniversaries
17 ROB & LISA PETCHELL

Thank you so much! This year’s
pie auction fundraiser raised
almost $950! We will use the
proceeds to pay the postage for
our military care packages; all
3

19 JAKE & TRICIA
WAGGONER
28 DOUG & DEBBIE
HULLMAN
31 DOUG & BEV
YOUNGBERG

BIBLE STUDIES
@ ZION
SUNDAYS, 9:00 AM
" The Gospel of Mark
" Location: Fellowship Hall
remaining funds will support
our food pantry.

WEDNESDAYS, 1:00 PM
" Adult Bible Study
" Location: Family Room
Note: We will take a
break during Advent and
resume on Wednesday,
January 2nd, 2013.
will help support the Little
Lambs Learning Center, Zion’s
educational outreach.

Altar Guild Notes
Altar service for December
is provided by Bonnie Fields
and Mark and Becky Hertel.
The next Altar Guild meeting
will be in January, after the
Christmas season!

chili dog

Do you have experience selling
items on Craigʼs List or eBay?
Someone has donated a photo
printer to the church and said
we can sell it if we do not need
it. If you would like to help us
sell this item (or buy it!), please
contact Pr. Scott!

02 DEC + SUN, 10:15 am

feed!
Dec. 6th

05 DEC + WED, 7:00 pm
09 DEC + SUN, 10:15 am
with Holy Communion

12 DEC + WED, 7:00 pm

5:00-6:30p

Cost: $2.50 per chili dog. This
year’s silent auction will feature
several collectible dolls. Show
your support and come out for
a chili dog! Another way you
can help is by donating some
of the food items we will need
to make it happen – sign up
out in the narthex. All proceeds

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

16 DEC + SUN, 10:15 am
19 DEC + WED, 7:00 pm

The Scott’s Christmas
Open House
Please join Christine and
Pastor on Saturday,
December 29th at their home
from 1:00-5:00 pm.
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23 DEC + SUN, 10:15 am
with Holy Communion

Christmas Program!

24 DEC + MON, 7:00 pm
25 DEC + TUE, 10:15 am
with Holy Communion

