
Building Bridges
The recent I-5 bridge 

collapse in Washington 
highlighted the need to 
continually inspect, maintain, 
and, if need be, build new 
bridges. (Apparently, the joke in 
D.C. is that lawmakers like to 
build new bridges but hate to 
maintain them.)

Bridges are made out of 
many different materials and 
there are lots of designs, but 
their purpose is the same: get 
across the divide. When we talk 
about “building bridges” in the 
church, we’re thinking about the 
ways people get from the 
community into the church, and 

vice versa. We come in. We go 
back out. God gathers us 
around His Word and gifts of 
grace and He sends us back 
into the world.

People are brought into the 
church from their homes and 
communities through various 
“bridges.” It might be through a 
friend, it might be through a 
relative, it might be through a 
program or activity that invites 
members of the community 
into our building for another 
purpose. Very few people 
simply find their way in on 
their own. 

President Matthew Harrison 

got me thinking about this again 
in a recent KFUO interview (read 
the whole article here):

“We’ve got to get more 
missionaries on the field,” he 
said, “and we need to revitalize 
Lutheran congregations — help 
them work on taking a look at 
their communities and gearing 
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their ministry toward their 
communities.”

     So how do we, collectively 
here at Zion, connect with 
people outside our 
congregation? The Little Lambs 
Learning Center was a bridge, 
but it is on “sabbatical.” The 
Little Red School House is a 
bridge. “Zion on the Air” is 
another. How would a member of 
Zion build a new “bridge”? 

Gephyrophobia is the fear of 
crossing bridges. The fear might 
be located on either side of the 
bridge. Congregations are often 
afraid of the unknown or afraid 
that they’re not ready. People 
outside the church are often 
intimidated by a lack of 
knowledge or understanding or 
afraid they’re not good enough. 

Christ bridges the divide sin 
has created between humans 
and our God. In Christ, we have 
salvation, free and full. In Christ, 
we have access to God and His 
grace. “Through him we have 
also obtained access by faith 
into this grace in which we 
stand, and we rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God.” (Romans 5.2)

We need Jesus. Our 
community desperately needs 
The Savior. How does God use 
us in our various vocations to 
bridge the gaps between our 
community and the place where 
Christ gives us Himself in water 
and Word, bread and wine? 

Deliberately and prayerfully 
consider ways that our 
community might connect with 
Christ here, at Zion, in Word and 
Sacrament. Pray for the efforts 
of all pastors, missionaries, and 
teachers. 

 + Peace to you +
     Pastor Scott

Vacation Bible School
     Zion’s 2013 Vacation Bible 
School is August 19-22 from 
5:00-7:30pm. VBS is for both 
adults and children this year, so 
everyone is welcome - even if you 
don’t have kids or grandkids 
attending! Each evening we will 
begin with a fellowship dinner. 

Watch the bulletin for more 
details!

2013 LCMS 
National Convention

Elected by district-convention 
delegates earlier this summer to 
his second term in office with 
66.26 percent of the vote, LCMS 
President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. 
Harrison sat down with Reporter 
staff following the Synod’s 65th 
Regular Convention, July 20-25 in 
St. Louis, to discuss chairing his 
first convention and the joy a 
Christian has in Christ. Read that 
conversation here.

     Watch the convention wrap-
up video here. How would you 
answer the same question they 
asked convention goers in the 
video: “What does it mean to you 
to be a Lutheran?” 

NEWS & NOTES
Hope Lutheran Church is hosting 
a Thrivent Financial educational 
workshop geared toward women 
called, “Real Money Talks for 

Read: Luke 11.1-13
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August
Birthdays

1	 KEN REYNOLDS

1	 SARAH TAYLOR

3	 KEVIN HOMER

10	 THELMA ANDERSON

11	 CURTIS WAITE

12	 JOE HARTLEY

14	 MARGARET WALLENBURN

15	 MARIE TUHY

16	 LEOTA WESTLUND

16	 WYATT GREGORY

18	 HALEY BENTSEN

23	ARDELL PETERSON

25	FRED HASSE

27	 JOHN NICKELSON

28	FLOYD YOUNG

31	 CONNOR NICKELSON

31	 MICHELLE MONTI

August
Anniversaries

2	 KEN & KAREN
	 REYNOLDS

19	 AARON & KARIE
 	 BENTSEN

+ OUR MISSION +
Zion Lutheran Church, led 

by God, has been 
established to sow God’s 

Word, nurture the believer, 
and foster growth in Christ.

STAFF
Rev. Jacob A. Scott, Pastor          
   pastor@zionklamathfalls.org  

Sasha Merrill, Admin. Assistant
   office@zionklamathfalls.org 

BOARD OF ELDERS
Paul Wunder, Head Elder
Jim Fields
Cal Homer
Gene Miller
John Nickelson
Curtis Waite

James Huntsman, Cong. Pres.

Women,” Saturday, August 17th, 
11-1 at Hope Lutheran, 2314 
Homedale Road (on the corner of 
Homedale and South 6th). Lunch is 
provided.

+ + +

The Klamath Lake Thrivent 
Chapter Board needs a 
Congregational Advocate for our 
congregation. The Klamath Lake 
Thrivent Chapter Board is also 
seeking members to serve as 
officers. No experience necessary. 
Joe Hartley has been serving as 
our Congregational Advocate; he 
is currently an officer on the 
Board. Please see Joe if you have 
any questions!

WISDOM FROM
WITTENBERG

This regular feature shares a quote or 
short piece by a theologian from the 
Lutheran tradition.  

Herman Sasse (1895-1976)

Hermann Sasse was a Lutheran 
theologian and author. He was 
considered one of the foremost 
confessional Lutheran theologians 
of the 20th century. Born in 
Germany, during World War II he 

was a vocal critic of Adolf Hitler and 
the Nazi Party. In 1949 he 
emigrated to Australia. This excerpt 
is from a short essay, “Luther and 
the Teaching of the 
Reformation” (1937).

Part 1 of 3

“The Reformer came not from the 
ranks of noble, scholarly, and 
devout bishops who, like Nicholas 
of Cusa, strove for a thorough 
revival of the decayed church. Nor 
did he come from the circle of 
learned humanists, who, like 
Erasmus, sought to revive the 
church by a return to the pure 
original sources of Christianity. Still 
less did he come from the extreme 
critics of the church, the heretics 
and the revolutionary enthusiasts. 
Like the great reformers of the 
church in the centuries of the 
Middle Ages, he came from a 
monastery. He was a Catholic 
monk whose views on the church 
were impeccably orthodox. In 
1505, in accordance with a vow 
taken under duress from the fear of 
death, the twenty-two year old 
Master of Arts, after just beginning 
his legal studies at Erfurt, entered 
the Augustinian monastery there. 
His father, who, working as a miner, 
had risen from humble peasant 
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BIBLE STUDIES
@ ZION

SUNDAYS, 9:00 AM
The Parables of Jesus

! Location: Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAYS, 1:00 PM
Our midweek class meets 
in the family room. We are 
studying Leviticus. 

origin to an assured middle-
class existence, was very angry 
at this frustration of all the 
material ambitions he had 
cherished for his highly gifted 
elder son. His friends explained 
that a vow made in such 
extenuating circumstances was 
invalid. But Martin Luther 
remained faithful to his decision. 
At the command of his 
superiors, he began his study of 
theology immediately. He was 
ordained priest in 1507, and in 
1508 began his career as a 
lecturer, first in the faculty of arts 
in the newly founded university 
at Wittenberg, then for a while at 
Erfurt, and later at Wittenberg 
again as lecturer on the 
Sentences of Peter Lombard. 
Against his own will, he was 
obliged, by the orders of his 
superiors, to take his degree of 
Doctor of Divinity in 1512 and to 
undertake the professorship of 
biblical studies. It was during the 
next few years, between 1513 
and 1518, that he gave his 
lectures on the Psalms and the 
Epistles to the Romans, 
Galatians, and Hebrews, which 
are so important for the 
beginnings of the Reformation. 
This professorship was the 
public position which Luther 
retained until his death in 1546. 

His lectures consisted of an 
exegesis [“interpretation”] of the 
books of the Bible, until at last, 
from 1535-1545, he gave his 
exposition of Genesis. During his 
years as a monk he also filled 
various offices of his order. As 
one of the disciplinarians known 
as the Observants, he was in 
Rome during the years 
1510-1511. Occasionally, too, 
he helped in the ministerial 
office. It was while acting for the 
pastor of the town church of 
Wittenberg [St. Mary’s] that he 
has his experiences in the 
confessional box. This led him to 
draw up his theses on 
indulgences [“The Ninety-Five 
Theses”]. This church was also 
the scene of some of his great 

sermons during 
his professorship. But these 
offices are much more than the 
mere outward circumstances 
which form a background to 
Luther’s life and work. It is only 
through them that Luther can be 
understood as a Reformer… (to 
be continued) 

Altar Guild Notes
Altar service for August 

will be provided by Sarah 
Parsons and Eleanore 
Beets. The next Altar Guild 
meeting will be Sunday, 
October 6th, after our 
worship service. If you want 
to know more about who the 
altar guild is and what they 

Above:  Kelly and Dusty from Bobʼs Heat & Air refill the refrigerant in one of our air 
conditioning units. Both units were low on refrigerant and needed new filters.
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do, please feel free to join us! 

Fellowship Potluck
Sunday, Aug. 18th

     Bring a dish to share in 
fellowship with your brothers 
and sisters here at Zion! This is 
the third of what we hope will be 
monthly potlucks every third 
Sunday! The next potluck will be 
Sunday, September 15th.

Church 
Painting 
Project

     On Sunday, August 4th, the 
voters assembly accepted a bid 
from Precision Painting 
(www.precisionpaintingservice.c
om) to paint the church at a cost 
of approximately $17,000. (The 
project includes refinishing the 
wooden cross on top of the 
church.) To help offset the cost 
of the project, we will take a 
free-will offering on Sunday, 
September 1st. (Designated 
offerings may be made at any 
time--simply specify that your 
offering is for the Church 
Painting Project.) They will begin 
painting in late September. 

Thank you for your help as we 
work to maintain this beautiful 
facility! 

MISSION
FIELDS:

ADVANCEnet
Mission Stories & 

Practice Worth Spreading

November 9th, 2013
     Make plans to attend 
ADVANCEnet November 9th, 
2013, in Portland! Who’s it for? 
Men and women in any walk of 
life who desire to grow in their 
ability as mission service 
leaders (followers of Jesus sent 
by Him to serve). Men and 
women “mission apprentices” 
who want to refine their skills in 
their neighborhoods, faith 
communities, and beyond! 
Anyone desiring training in 
missional theology & practice 
from a Lutheran perspective. 
     Watch a promotional video 
here. See Pastor Scott if you 
think you might like to go!

New Member Class
Are you or someone you know 
interested in learning more 
about the beliefs and practices 
of the Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod? We welcome 
anyone who has never been 
confirmed in a Lutheran church 
and desires to become a 

member, or, anyone who simply 
wants a “refresher” in their 
Lutheran catechesis! Questions? 
Want more information? See 
Pastor Scott.

WHAT DO LUTHERANS 

BELIEVE? 
     The Book of Concord is the 
authoritative collection of the 
Lutheran Church’s statements of 
faith. It contains documents 
which Lutheran Christians have 
used since the 16th century to 
explain, defend, and advance 
their witness to the truth of 
God’s Word. Nothing is more 
important than clearly 
confessing and bearing witness 
to the truths of God's Holy Word 
which reveal the glorious Gospel 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. This is what the Book of 
Concord is all about. Concordia 
Publishing House (www.cph.org) 
is currently offering the Book of 
Concord at a discounted price 
of $19.99 (a savings of $12). If 
we order three or more, there is 
free shipping! See Pastor if you 
have any questions or would like 
to place an order!
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