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OPERATION BARNABAS: A NETWORK OF CARE

Chaplain
Mike Moreno,
LCMS MAF,
speaks with OB
Conference
participants.

Lutherans from across the country gathered in San Antonio from March 24-27 to discuss current topics of
interests to military chaplains; establish and nurture friendships, mentors, and relationships with MAF Staff.
What is OPERATION BARNABAS?
Since 9/11, the nation has called
upon our military reservists in
numbers unknown since World
War II. And our reservists and their
families have responded, serving
their nation with honor and
determination. Often times, they
feel very alone. The Churches of
the Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod (LCMS) would like to help.

two initiatives: The first initiative is
to help congregations whose
pastors are recalled to active duty
as chaplains. The LCMS has over
80 reserve chaplains who serve
congregations, and many of those
pastors have been recalled to
active duty. Operation Barnabas
works with these congregations to
create a deployment plan that
cares for the deploying pastor, his
family, and the congregation. Each
District has an Operation Barnabas
Counselor to lead this effort.

The Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod is the second largest
Lutheran church body in the
The second initiative is to help
United States. (See www.lcms.org)
all military families during
Operation Barnabas consists of
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Welcome Pastor Bill Brunold!
Pastor Brunold serves Operation
Barnabas and Trinity Lutheran in
Norwalk, CA; Chaplain Brunold
served 29 years in the Army,
deploying to Iraq in 2004–05.

deployment, especially those
families who live far from military
services. Our congregations are
uniquely positioned to be able to
assist with anything from child care
to assistance with meals, and
someone to listen. Many of our
members either currently serve in
the Armed Forces, or are veterans.
Not every congregation will offer
the same services. Each one is
unique, with its own unique
resources of talent and personnel.

OPERATION BARNABAS

women, especially those who are
returning home.

!
“Our returning soldiers, sailors,
airmen and Marines are now
leaving the war, but the war never
A recent article in the December
leaves them. The need for
issue of The Reporter, the official
adjustment to a more normal pace
newspaper of the LCMS, discussed
of life in the military and our civilian
what Operation Barnabas has
communities will be a period of
done — and will continue to do, Lord
critical adjustment,” said Chaplain
willing — to serve service-connected
Mark Schreiber, director of the
people in our communities:
Synod’s Ministry to the Armed
”Operation Barnabas — the only
Forces. “Operation Barnabas is
denominational program that’s
Description
designed to walk with each
designed to create a “network of
serviceman and woman, listen to
Operation Barnabas is a network of care” for the entire military
any conflict of the heart they may
care to our nation's military
community, according to its LCMS
be experiencing, and offer the
members and their families. We
leaders — is now in its sixth year and
reach out to all components, with a considering how to adapt for ministry comfort and strength that only the
Gospel of Christ Jesus can bring.”
special emphasis on our Reserve
in the years ahead.
members and their families. You
!
Schreiber called Operation
! A lot has changed since the
may ask: "Why is it called Operation program started in 2007, but the
Barnabas “a lifelong commitment to
Barnabas?" Barnabas was Paul's
need to reach out to those who are our brave men and women in
companion, who helped him in his
uniform. It is a labor of love begun
hurting remains strong, says
missionary journey. Barnabas
and sustained in the cross of Jesus
Chaplain Mike Moreno, the
means "son of encouragement." We program’s director. Originally
Christ.”
hope to encourage our military and Operation Barnabas focused on
!
Read the entire article here.
their families!
serving those in the reserves,
To learn more, visit:
http://operationbarnabas.org/

FOR THE FUTURE...

particularly chaplains, but today it
has expanded to include outreach
to active-duty military men and
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To help with Operation Barnabas
here at Zion, see Jeff Houston or
Pastor Scott.

