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Resources for Rachel
Excerpts from August Newsletter
Raising up children in the faith is a high priority for the Lutheran Church of Uganda.
One way they do this is through the ministry at the Lutheran schools. Another is
through Sunday School.
Rachel Meyer

Hope Lutheran Church in Bufuula began a Sunday School
program this month to reach out to the many young children in
the congregation and community. It is a blessing to walk alongside them as they begin this
new ministry.
Parents in the congregation are thankful that their young children can learn God’s message
of salvation by grace through faith from an early age. This is an opportunity many of the
adults in the Lutheran church did not have, as the Lutheran Church of Uganda is only about
25 years old. Now, while the parents are in Bible study with the vicar on Sunday morning,
their children can also be studying God’s Word in Sunday School in the room next door.
God is also working through the Sunday School ministry to share the Gospel with nonChristians and unchurched families in the community. Some of the children who live nearby come to Sunday school, and even stay for
the worship service afterward, without their parents. We pray that as the Holy Spirit works through the Word in the hearts of the children, He will also embolden them to witness to others.
This is in fact the story of one of our Sunday School teachers. Miriam did not grow up in a Christian family. However, she lived near
the Lutheran church, and she started attending church and Sunday school when she was still young. It was there that she first learned
about the love of Jesus and the salvation He won for her. Now she is helping to teach the next generation about our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.
Please keep the students and Sunday school teachers in your prayers. Pray that the Holy Spirit may work mightily through His Word
to raise this next generation in the faith. Pray that they, too, may share the wonders God has done for generations to come.
PLEASE PRAY FOR:
 The Lord to bring more people in Uganda and around the world to saving faith in Christ
 The Sunday School ministry in Bufuula
 God’s continued blessings on the ministry at Hope Lutheran School as we begin the third term
 Health and safety
 Continued progress in Lusoga language study and use
GIVE THANKS FOR:
 The steadfastness of God’s Word, which has continued on through generations
 My numerous language and culture teachers who help me learn how to more effectively minister in this place
 The many congregations, schools, and individuals who pray for me, encourage me, and support me
YOU ARE IN MY PRAYERS.
 I regularly pray for the individuals and congregations who support me by name
 Please share any specific prayers I can bring before the Lord for you

Humbly in the Lord’s service, -Rachel Meyer

October 2018

The Iva Chimes

3

Pastor’s Page
“Change and decay in all around I see; O Thou who changest not, abide with
me.” Change…it happens. It is happening now. We are no longer in Summer, but have entered Autumn, and all too soon after, it will be Michigan
Winter. People like change, when it suits their tastes, otherwise, change is
distasteful to most of us. But, life in a sinful world is always changing from
bad to worse. So, for that reason, we will see changes we just won’t like,
from the various seasons for various reasons. We are a dying world. Each
Pastor Paul Hauser
of us feels that as one memory of the way things were, changes to the way
things are. We wonder what nightmare we may face in the future, if we live that long. We each are
dying, some more quickly than others. Cancer plagues many. Diabetes many more. Aging to accidents to addictions or diseases destroy the yesterdays we most miss. Our health is more precious
than we often care to address enough, to do something about it. And even if we do, surprises happen to bring changes, we thought we had planned well to avoid. We are not in control of change. It
happens in a sinful world.
But, God does not change. It’s because He alone is perfect. He doesn’t need to change, though we
do. The change He did make, was to become human to make the change for us that, could last eternally. He became human, lived under the laws of limitations in a dying world, challenges of growing
up, handling greater and greater responsibilities. Facing and suffering injustice, yet persevering
when quitting would damn us, to never changing by the hands of God. His presence of His hands on
the cross, and His resurrection enabled us to be held by Him forever. If He could change death into
life, He can change whatever we face in our world, into a blessing, by faith in His power and love,
which never changes in regards to us, whom He loved enough to die for, and now lives to save us
from changing from bad to worse in hell.
The cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ, is a love that can change any of us for good, for the best
yet to come. We taste a bit of heaven, as we trust Jesus as our Savior now in our dying world. Or,
we can continue to taste a bit of hell as we angrily complain, curse, and lose our peace in the changes of life that seem, to go so against us. But, if God is for us, who or what can be against us. God
promises this will never change for us, by faith in His grace. How can this change your life with what
you are facing from your past or today or in the future? Enjoy your life in Jesus, with all that changes
around you, because you can see by faith, what wonders He can and will do, as we wonder about
the changes of our lives and world.
Observing change and Jesus with you,
Pastor Paul Hauser

For several years I have read the Bible through twice in 12 months. It is a great and
powerful tree, each word of which is a mighty branch. Each of these branches have I
well shaken, so desirous was I to know what each one bore and what it would give
me. And the shaking of them has never disappointed me. — Martin Luther
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God’s Helping Hands
God’s Helping Hands has now been open for three Saturdays and the attendance has
gone up each time. The first Saturday there were four people, the second Saturday there
were ten and the last Saturday there were over twenty people that came. We will continue
to be open the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month. The closet will also be open immediately after the church service for our members.
The next step in the project will be food distribution. Several people from Zion attended
and assisted with the food giveaway at the Farmers Market on the east side of Saginaw to
see how they operate their food distribution. They were able to speak to the Regional Outreach Coordinator for the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan and the President & CEO of Hidden Harvest in Saginaw. An application and mobile food pantry manuals were received.
Applications will be submitted and it may take several weeks for approval. Until approval
is received we will be working with the people from the Caring Closet at the Community
Christian Reformed Church on Mackinaw Road in Saginaw to order and obtain food.
Bibles with personalized covers are being looked at to give away as well. Thrivent funding has been received to help with
this cost.
We continue our advertising efforts with flyers in the Saginaw Valley News, advertising on placemats used in local restaurants, given flyers to BHMW food pantry, etc. Please pick up several flyers and take to places you frequent and pass the
information along.
We are grateful for any donations but at this time we are not in need of items. If you can hold on to them and check back
in several months to see how our stock is we would appreciate that. If you need to get rid of your donations you may consider Bethesda on Gratiot and Center (which supports Bethesda Lutheran Communities), or other charities. What we need
most is to get the word out that we are here and have the items to give away. If you know anyone who is in need please
let them know. If you would like to volunteer for an hour or two contact Paul Bohn.

Camp Lu Lay Lea Thank You
Calista and Kayla Goward would like to
thank the Ladies Society for helping them
attend Camp Lu Lay Lea this year. They
had a wonderful time learning about God,
meeting new people and spending time
outdoors and playing games. They got to
make their older sister Kiera cook for them
as she was a Kitchen Kat this year and
attending in a paid capacity.
Thank you again to the Ladies Society for
helping to make this happen.

Sauerkraut available for $3 per quart
or $1.50 per pint!

Offerings Received
for the Lord’s Work
As of September 30, 2018
Income received from:
Loose Plate
General Fund Envelopes
Mission
Maintenance
Total Offerings Received
Misc. Other Income, Rent
Total Income

$ 3,971
$ 117,374
$ 6,399
$ 11,044
$ 138,788
$ 7,718
$ 146,502

Offerings 1/1/18 thru 9/30/18
Expenses 1/1/18 to 9/30/18**
Income minus Expense

$ 138,788
$ 155,537
$ -16,749

** $13,878 Hammer Res. (Parsonage final pmt.)
** $1,620 Richland Luth. Cemetery Share 2017 bill paid in 2018

Amount needed weekly $4,128 per budget
Total offerings received thru 9/30/18
Offerings needed thru 9/30/18 - 39 wks
Offerings short per budget

$ 138,788
$ 160,992
$- 22,204
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Hundreds Hospitalized After New Hymn Introduced in Church
September 15, 2018 - by Johannes Bugenhagen

Huron, SD – Hundreds were hospitalized and scores more traumatized for life
in the wake of a disastrous hymn roll-out this past Sunday.
Recklessly acting in a way contrary to all Lutheran sensibilities, Pastor Norman Schroeder inserted a previously unsung hymn, “Through Jesus’ Blood
and Merit,” into the church service.
“I remember paging to hymn 372 and thinking that it looked unfamiliar,” said
helpless victim Delores Hamilton from her hospital bed. “My heart started
pounding in my chest! My vision narrowed! As we started singing my hands
trembled uncontrollably. I felt lightheaded! I don’t even think I made it through the first stanza before I passed out.”
First responders were overwhelmed by the chaotic scene. Ambulances struggled to make their way through the terrified
mob streaming through the church parking lot. Inside the sanctuary, hundreds were incapacitated, many still frozen with
their hands clutched over their ears in a vain attempt to shut out the unfamiliar tune. The few conscious congregants were
in such a weakened state they were unable to assist their more gravely injured Lutherans.
“We haven’t seen such a tragedy since the Reformed Church tried to introduce a contemporary version of the Song of Simeon,” lamented local Police Chief Richard Johnson. “Thank goodness there was no loss of life. If we hadn’t tasered the
organist, the death toll would have been truly catastrophic.”
The investigation is only beginning, but already red warning lights are flashing in the eyes of any common sense Lutheran.
Why didn’t Pastor Schroeder run his plans through the worship committee? Why wasn’t the hymn tune introduced as postlude, prelude, and offertory? Why weren’t congregants warned the standard three months in advance that a new hymn was
being introduced?
Only a fair, impartial investigation and the immediate excommunication of Pastor Schroeder can ensure such a tragedy
never occurs again.
This news article is not real.
It is from The Holy Herald website offering fictional, satirical, and absurd news articles. What’s their purpose? Their original goal was to make Lutherans laugh, but they quickly realized this was completely and
utterly impossible. How about making them crack a smile, or perhaps feel a slight twinge of amusement?
This was more realistic. Gradually, a mission statement began to emerge.
“The Holy Herald uses Lutheran satire and humor to entertain followers of Christ.” So there you have it. Enjoy!
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Minister to Your Ministers

In honor of Clergy Appreciation Month, use these alphabetical reminders of how to treat your pastors:
Accept them as people.
Build them up. Say “thank you.”
Communicate with them.
Defend them when someone tries to run them down.
Entertain them. They like to have fun, too!
Family. Allow them to have a family life.
Genuine. Be honest with them. Be yourself around them.
Honor them. Don’t put them on a pedestal, but respect them.
Income. Pay them enough so money isn’t a concern.
Judge not! Avoid being critical.
Kind. Treat pastors as you want to be treated.
Love. See 1 Corinthians 13.
Maintain. Their families have the same needs as other families.
Nurture. Help them grow in grace.
Offer to help. The list of things you can do is endless.
Pray for them. Lift up their names to God daily.
Quelch not. Encourage instead!
Rejoice in and with them.
Surprise them — in little and big ways.
Trust them. Believe in them.
Understand them. Put yourself in their place.
Vacation. They need time away.
Welcome them into your home. Don’t wait for an invitation.
eXpend yourself, not them.
Yoke. Help them bear their burdens with grace and dignity.
Zap all gossip!

Reformation Cornerstones
Every October, many Protestants celebrate the work of reformers who brought
about much-needed change in the Christian church. At the center of their
contributions were four teachings:
• Scripture alone: The supremacy of the Bible as the surest guide for faith
and life.
• Grace alone: The supremacy of God’s undeserved love. God counts us
“right” with him when we accept his free gifts of forgiveness and salvation.
• Faith alone: The supremacy of faith. Only by believing and trusting in God’s promises, and through no works or
achievement of our own, do we receive eternal life.
• The priesthood of all believers: Christians are “members of one another” (Ephesians 4:25, NRSV). In God’s
eyes, Christians are all on the same level. We each have a ministry to fulfill to one another and to people outside the faith. Martin Luther said we’re “reciprocally and mutually one.”
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October Calendar
Oct 2
Oct 3
Oct 4

October Birthdays

9:00 am LWR Quilters
7:00 pm Church Council
10:30 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study

Oct 7

9:30 am Worship w/Com.
Resources for Rachel Door
Offering
10:30 am Fellowship, Choir
Oct 8 10:00 am Evang./Stew.
7:00 pm Handbells
Oct 9 9:00 am LWR Quilters
Oct 10 10:30 am Bible Study
Oct 11 6:00 pm Trustees
6:30 pm Elders
Oct 13 10 am - 1pm God’s Helping Hands
Oct 14 9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship, Choir
Oct 15 7:00 pm Handbells
Oct 16 9:00 am LWR Quilters
Oct 17 10:30 am Bible Study
Oct 18 6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study
Oct 21 9:30 am Worship w/Com.
10:30 am Fellowship, Choir
Oct 22 7:00 pm Handbells
Oct 23 9:00 am LWR Quilters
Oct 24 10:30 am Bible Study
Oct 25 Amen’s Bible Study
Oct 27 10 am -1 pm God’s Helping Hands
Oct 28 9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship, Choir
Oct 29 7:00 pm Handbells
Oct 30 9:00 am LWR Quilters
Oct 31 10:30 am Bible Study
Reformation Day
Nov 1 6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study

7

3
4
5
6
8
9
12
14
15
16
17
19

Sue Dijak (Brzezinski)
Alan Reno
Nicholas Coulter
Kathy Clapp
Ruth Shields
Don Schomaker
Suzanne Carroll
Melvin Winslow
Sarah Valliere
Kelsey Clapp
David Hutfilz
Matthew Huey
Rory Coulter
Paul Walter Hauser
Ervin Hollingsworth
Devin Wood
Dwight Clapp
Christine Peacock
Jim Schultz
Delaney Seeburger

20 Jane Tessin
21 Dominic Werry
22 Candace Baccary
Adam Coty
23 Diane Schultz
Craig Hilbrandt
24 Cramer Laurenz
Bonnie Neuenfeldt
25 Ken Knoerr
26 Taylor Staley
27 Sue Burdick
28 Chris Hagarty
Frank Yell
29 Cameron Bedtelyon
30 Jerry Farrar
David Wietfeldt
Katie Pinet
Richard Wietfeldt
David Wietfeldt
Chandler Worley

October Anniversaries
2
7
9

Josh and Rebecca Hodges
Bernard & Julayne Hutfilz
John & Amy Schmoyer
Don & Gertie Schomaker
10 Gary & Julie Neuenfeldt
17 Dennis & Tina Osmond

19
20
22
28
30

John & Julie Hagarty
Elmer & Betty Blehm
Gerald & Carolyn Laurenz
Jim & Shanntelle Knapik
Scott & Emily McFadden

God’s Helping Hands will be open following the church
service each Sunday. Stop by and help yourself to any items
you or someone you know may need!
Lend a helping hand!

Zion Lutheran Church
17927 Dice Road
Hemlock, Michigan 48626
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View this newsletter
online at
www.zionhemlock.org

Zion Lutheran Church
Pastor: Rev. Paul Hauser
Church Office - 989-642-5909
Secretary Office Hours
Tues. & Thurs. 2-4 pm
Fri 9 am-11 am
Pastor Home
989-327-1557
Pastor’s Cell Phone
989-964-8722
Zion Prayer Chain
989-964-8722
Zion’s E-mail
admin@zionhemlock.org
Zion’s Website
www.zionhemlock.org
Zion’s newsletter, “The Iva Chimes” is published monthly.
Information to be included in the newsletter is due on or
before the 23rd of the month and can be emailed to the church.

Sunday Worship
9:30 A.M. Divine Worship Service
(Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month)

The mission and vision of Zion Lutheran Church is to
share Jesus with all people as we
J~oyfully worship
E~ducate all people
S~hare God’s Word
U~tilize all gifts
S~erve all souls

