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Prayer Corner of the World
We have gone through the Watch List of Countries in the world with high, very high, and extreme persecution
of Christians in the world. In the future, I will begin looking for stories in the news to highlight Christian persecution, and our prayers for Christians suffering as a result, and those causing their suffering. As the body of
Christ, when one part of the body hurts, we all hurt, and when one part of the body rejoices, we all rejoice with
our brothers and sisters in Christ.
A report from Open Doors Ministry says that about 1 in 12 Christians are persecuted in the world, which is 215 million Christians suffering in oppression around the world. The most dangerous place to be a practicing Christian is in North Korea, which has been the
number one country of persecution for 16 years. Next, would be places in the Palestinian territories. The World Wide Watch List of
countries persecuting Christians has as its number one cause of Christian persecution the spread of radical Islam. Out of the top 10
countries with the highest rate of Christian persecution, Islamic oppression fuels that persecution in eight of them: Afghanistan, Somalia, Sudan, Pakistan, Libya, Iraq, Yemen and Iran. According to the Open Doors Ministry, every day, six women are raped, sexually
harassed or are forced into marriage to a Muslim, under threat of death, due to their Christian faith.
We would do well to pray fervently, prayers of thanks for our American freedom of religion, and use that right to witness to others of
our truth, while we are still privileged and free to do so. Someday, we could lose our religious freedom, because of Christians who
stop speaking out about Jesus, intimidated by how others will respond to us. As the time of our Lord’s return draws near, Christian
persecution will increase, until it reaches its climax under the rule of the anti-Christ. We would do well to open our hearts to pray to
God for all who are less fortunate, living in countries with little to no freedom of religion now, and to prepare our hearts to grow in faith
to face what may attempt to take our witness, and make us martyrs, the real meaning of the word, “witness”. Let us, who would die for
our faith in Jesus, live for Him who died for us, to save the world from suffering here and eternally in hell.
Together with you in His mission,
Pastor Paul Hauser

Zion Adopts Missionary
Rachel Meyer is a Primary School Teacher serving in Uganda through the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) as a missionary.
Rachel is from Milwaukee, WI and received bachelor’s degrees in music and
elementary education from Concordia University Chicago, River Forest, and a
master’s degree in education specializing in elementary reading and literacy
Rachel Meyer from Walden University. She has taught in Lutheran grade schools in California and Illinois. She was also a missionary teacher in Taiwan. Previous mission service includes
Seoul, South Korea, Honduras, the Philippines, and Kenya. She enjoys hiking, reading, music and spending time with family
and friends.
In addition to our annual mission support to the Michigan District the church council has chosen to adopt and support Rachel
through monthly door offerings and prayer. Offerings will be taken the first Sunday of each month following the worship service.
If you would like to support Rachel’s work in addition to the monthly door offerings and to find out more about Rachel and her
work in Uganda visit https://www.lcms.org/givenow/meyerr. You can also follow her FaceBook page "Missionary Meyer in
Uganda" to see photos, videos, and updates.
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Pastor’s Page
Late last night, on her Wedding Anniversary, my Aunt Ann died. She was 87. My mother had
been caring for her like a round the clock nurse, who is 85. She left a message on my phone
this morning saying that her sister died, and that she is so happy that she is now in heaven, yet
so sad, because she will miss her. My Aunt had heart disease, and over the last 2 years, she
started to become weaker and weaker. Last week, she finally went to have hospice care at
Luther Manor in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where her room overlooked the Jr. High where she
worked at the reception desk for many years, enjoying the students.
Pastor Paul Hauser
Yesterday, my youngest sister, Karin, enjoyed another grandchild coming into the world. Her
daughter, had a daughter, Emma Grace Lewis. So, though yesterday, my dear Aunt Ann died, the same day, a new life
was born into our extended family too.

Today is my firstborn’s birthday, Matthew Jean Hauser. We went to the hospital in 1982 in Baltimore, in a blizzard, while I
was on vicarage. He is now a 6th generation Lutheran pastor at Peace Lutheran Church. He is busier than he can fathom
with ministry, but is doing outstanding work by the grace of God. My wife and I are so very proud of him and his family,
and ministry.
Today, my wife, Debbie, went to the doctor for her 9 th year of hearing the results of blood tests, to see if cancer had returned in her body. Each year, shortly before each appointment, anxiety would heighten within Debbie, and try and spook
the faith out of her temporarily. Ironically, she was busy doing taxes this morning, and you know what goes with taxes,
and therefore what was in her mind…death, and taxes! This year, when she went in to receive her results, she was happily surprised to hear the doctor tell her she had no more need to come back to him. Her body seemed well, and she should
just live her life, doctoring with her own primary physician. She was shocked, and elated. We celebrated with coffee, tea,
and pie together.
Life is filled with moments of reflection, times when blessings seem so close and dear to us, that we can’t help, but know
by faith, that Someone special planned it. My Aunt overseeing where she worked before she died from her hospice bed,
and dying on the night of her Wedding Anniversary with her three boys around her; the same day, my niece gave birth to
her firstborn. Our firstborn’s celebration of his birth, the same day my wife celebrates what seemed like a rebirth for her
life at the doctor’s good news. Yes, in life, and at death, the hand of God is present for anyone to see by faith.
It wasn’t a coincidence that God’s only Son died on a cross. It was planned. It wasn’t a coincidence that Jesus rose from
the dead. It was planned. Your life and even the day you die were all planned out. You will know and appreciate that, as
you have faith in God who thought you were special enough, to make plans to live with you forever. Let the Anniversary of
His resurrection, every Sunday, be more than a coincidence, but a sacred reminder of His love for all of your life here and
hereafter.
Living a life well planned with you,
Pastor Paul Hauser

CEF and You Make a Difference
When you invest with the Church Extension Fund (CEF), you invest in another
LCMS organization's ability to spread the Word of Jesus Christ. CEF offers your investment dollars as low-cost loans to congregations and schools for building needs
so that the preaching of the Word continues. Today, CEF is offering very attractive
rates on all of its investments for individuals and organizations. Call 800.242.3944 or visit www.micef.org for information.
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March Calendar
Mar 1

6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study

Mar 4

9:30 am Worship w/Communion
Resources for Rachel Door Offering
10:30 am Fellowship Hour
11:00 am Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal
9:00 am LWR Quilters
7:00 pm Church Council
10:30 am Bible Study
12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
5:30 pm Soup Supper
7:00 pm Lenten Worship
12:30-2:6:00 pm Trustees
6:30 pm Elders

Mar 5
Mar 6
Mar 7

Mar 8
Mar 11
Mar 12
Mar 13
Mar 14

Mar 15
Mar 18
Mar 19
Mar 20
Mar 21

Mar 22
Mar 25
Mar 27
Mar 28
Mar 29
Mar 30

9:30 am Worship(Daylight Savings Time Begins)
10:30 am Fellowship Hour
11:00 am Choir Rehearsal
10:00 am Evangelism/Stewardship
9:00 am LWR Quilters
10:30 am Bible Study
12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
5:30 pm Soup Supper
7:00 pm Lenten Worship
6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study
9:30 am Worship w/Communion
10:30 am Fellowship Hour
11:00 am Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal
9:00 am LWR Quilters
10:30 am Bible Study
12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
5:30 pm Potluck Supper
7:00 pm Lenten Service
6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study
9:30 am Palm Sunday Worship
10:30 am Fellowship Hour
11:00 am Choir Rehearsal
9:00 an LWR Quilters
10:30 am Bible Study
12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
7:00 pm Maundy Thurs. Worship/Communion
1:00 pm Gd. Friday Worship/Communion

Christian Symbol ~ Agnus Dei

This image is known as the Agnus Dei, Latin for “Lamb of
God.” When pictured standing and with a banner, it represents the risen Christ, victorious over death. John the
Baptist, seeing Jesus approach, famously declared,
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” (John 1:29, NIV). In Revelation, too, Jesus is
portrayed as a lamb who was slain but now reigns triumphant.
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Apr 1

Apr 2
Apr 3
Apr 4
Apr 5
Apr 6
Apr 7
Apr 8
Apr 9
Apr 10
Apr 11
Apr 12
Apr 15
Apr 16
Apr 17
Apr 18
Apr 19
Apr 22
Apr 23
Apr 24
Apr 25
Apr 29
Apr 30

6:30 am Easter Sunrise Worship w/Comunion
7:30 am Easter Breakfast Potluck
9:30 am Easter Festival Worship w/Communion
Resources for Rachel Door Offering
10:30 am Fellowship Hour
10:00 am Stewardship/Evangelism
7:00 pm Handbells
9:00 am LWR Quilters
7:00 pm Church Council
10:30 am Bible Study
12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study
4:00 pm Chicken Dinner Prep
9:00 am Chicken Dinner Prep
9:30 am Worship
11 am—2:00 pm 97th Annual Chicken Dinner
7:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal
9:00 am LWR Quilters
10:30 am Bible Study
12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
6:00 pm Trustees
6:30 pm Elders
9:30 am Worship w/Communion
10:30 am Fellowship Hour
11:00 am Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal
9:00 am LWR Quilters
10:30 am Bible Study
12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
6:30 pm Amen’s Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship Hour
11:00 am Choir Rehearsal
7:00 pm Handbell Rehearsal
9:00 am LWR Quilters
10:30 am Bible Study
12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship Hour
11:00 am Choir Rehearsal
7:00 Handbell Rehearsal

Easter Breakfast
The Stewardship/Evangelism Board
invites you to gather for food and fellowship with one another for Easter Breakfast following the Easter Sunrise Service. You are asked to sign up to bring a
breakfast casserole to share between services. Sign up
sheets will be in the narthex. Join us!
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Summary of January 21, 2018 Voter’s Assembly
Pastor reported on hospital visits, Youth Group and Bible Studies, official acts. Current membership 462 baptized, 372 confirmed. Confirmation will be
held May 9. Pastor is making visits to members throughout the year. Information was given concerning Lutheran Schools Week, Lenten themes, and the
upcoming District Convention.
Pastor led discussion about LCMS missionary Rachel Meyer for her two year mission trip to Africa. Missionaries are now required to raise their own
funds. We have collected $410 in door offering so far. Consideration to taking a door offering once per month to support her mission will be discussed by
the Church Council.
Elders: Elders ask that members let them know of any member needs that they may assist with. Looking at further church security needs and examining
the inactive membership list.
Evangelism/Stewardship: Thrivent matched our $505 collected for disaster relief. Christmas treat bags were given to children on Christmas Eve. Soup
suppers and coffee hour will continue. An Easter breakfast potluck following the early service is being considered.
Christian Education and Financial Secretary had no report.
Written reports were presented for the General Fund, Capital Projects, Memorial Funds.
Benevolent Fund: Jack Traub reported one family was helped recently. There is a balance of $1500 in this fund.
Trustees: Submitted a written list of work completed. The parsonage bill for Hammer Restoration is being finalized and will be paid soon. Chancel lighting
improvements are complete. New gutters were installed at the parsonage to improve drainage. Reroofing over the classrooms will be considered in
Spring 2018. Dave requested more help for the Trustees. The board needs three more members to help with the work load. He also shared a list of
projects that members can assist with.
Housing Committee: Renter of the teacherage was unable to secure financing to purchase the home and the home is now listed ReMaxx Reality. The
parsonage is not rented yet.
Nominations for Michigan District Offices: Incumbent District President Maier and Vice President Brandt. Dave Hutfilz moved to approve. Paul Bohn
seconded. Passed.
Meeting closed with The Doxology.

“Greetings from Uganda” ~ Rachel Meyer
Please join me in praising and thanking God for all of His blessings! I just
wanted to send out a brief note to let you know I have made it safely to Uganda!
I have been here for about one week and am excited to be getting to know the
people in this place where God has called me to serve. Fellow LCMS missionaries in Uganda Mark and Megan Mantey, as well as LCMS missionary Britt
Odemba from our East Africa Field Office in Nairobi have been very helpful in
providing field orientation for me during this past week. I have also had opportunity to meet our partners in ministry from the Lutheran Church in Uganda, as
well as congregation members, staff and students at Hope Lutheran Church
and School in the village of Bufuula where I will be serving.
For the next two weeks, I will be living with a host family in a village so I can learn more about the culture.
Thank you so much for your prayers, support and encouragement as together we share the love of Jesus with those here in
Uganda. Your partnership is so important to this mission and ministry. Please continue to keep me in your prayers as I begin
to learn the language, acclimate to the culture, and transition to life and service here, so that I may be an effective witness of
the Gospel and God may be glorified in all things.
I look forward to sharing more updates with you in my newsletter at the end of this month. You can also follow my FaceBook
page "Missionary Meyer in Uganda" to see photos, videos, and updates.
God's richest blessings to all of you in Christ,
Rachel Meyer
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Everyday Angels Among Us
Written by a Hospice of Metro Denver physician.

I just had one of the most amazing experiences of my life, and wanted to share it with my family and dearest friends.
I was driving home form a meeting this evening when the care started to choke and sputter and die— I barley managed to coast, cursing, into a gas
station, glad only that I would not be blocking traffic and would have a somewhat warm spot to wait for the tow truck. The engine wouldn’t even turn over.
Before I could make the call, I saw a woman walking out of the “quickie mart” building, and it looked like she slipped on some ice and fell into a gas
pump, so I got out to see if she was okay.
When I got there, it looked more like she had been overcome by sobs than that she had fallen. She was a young woman who looked really haggard with
dark circles under her eyes. She dropped something as I helped her up, and I picked it up to give it to her. It was a nickel.
At that moment everything came into focus for me: the crying woman, the ancient Suburban crammed full
of stuff with 3 kids in the back (one in a car seat), and the gas pump reading $4.95.
I asked her if she was okay and if she needed help and she just kept saying “I don’t want my kids to see me
crying,” so we stood on the other side of the pump from her car. She said she was driving to California and
that things were very hard for her right now.
So I asked, “And you were praying?” That made her back away from me a little but I assured her I was not
a crazy person and said, “He heard you, and He sent me.”
I took out my card and swiped it through the card reader on the pump so she could fill up her car completely
and while it was fueling, walked to the next door McDonald’s and bought two big bags for food, some gift
certificated for more and a big cup of coffee.
She gave the food to the kids in the car who attacked it like wolves and we stood by the pump eating fries and talking a little. She told me her name and
that she lived in Kansas City. Her boyfriend left two months ago and she had not been able to make ends meet.
She knew she wouldn’t have money to pay rent and finally in desperation had finally called her parents, with whom she had not spoken with for about
five years. They lived in Californian and said she could come live with them and try to get on her feet there. So she packed up everything she owned in
the car. She told the kids they were going to California for Christmas, but not that they were going to live there.
I gave her my gloves, a little hug and said a quick prayer with her for safety on the road. As I was walking over to my car, she said, “So, are you like an
angel or something?” This definitely made me cry. I said, “Sweetie, at this time of year angels are really busy, so sometimes God uses regular people.” It
was so incredible to be a part of someone else’s miracle. And of course, you guessed it, when I got in my car it started right away and got me home with
no problem.
I’ll put it in the shop tomorrow to check, but I suspect the mechanic won’t find anything wrong.
Sometimes angels fly close enough to you that you can hear the flutter of their wings….

Reminder to Thrivent Members ~
Thriven Choice Dollars for 2017 will expire March 31, 2018. Direct your dollars by
phone (1-800-847-4836) or online at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice and follow the
prompts. You will need your Thrivent membership number and S.S. number. Any
undesignated funds will remain with the company. Last year Zion received $3,172 in
Choice funds which are designated to our Capital Projects Fund.
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March Birthdays
1
2
3
5

6
7
8
9
10
11
13
15
16

6
7
13
16
17

Troy Beyersdorf
Bruce Pretzer
George Leveto
Allyssa Carroll
Christopher Ross
Andrew Ross
Carlton Ross
Taylar Klemm
Suzanne Schultz
Isaac Wietfeldt
Karen Gardner
Mildred Pretzer
Garrett Hingston
Tom Neuenfeldt
Don Beach
Mike Rohn
Tom Garner
Jeanne Kade
Amy Huey
Jesus Mata
Jason Bluemer
Kay Card
Mckenna Kumar

18 Jeff Teske
Lucinda Hodges
21 Dakota Baccary
Maxine Diener
Logan Valliere
22 Janice Coty
Duane Tessin
Rosemary Schell
23 Karen Seeburger
24 Mark Hilbrandt
Hannah Spangler
Conner Neuenfeldt
25 Kayla Goward
Barbara Willman
27 Mitchell Hingston
Austin Kade
Haley Willman
29 Rebecca Greskowiak
Matthew Schmoyer
Gerri Hingston
30 Claire Laurenz
Don Rossow
31 Dominique Porter

2
4
5
8
9
10
11
13
14
15

April 9
April 21
April 25
April 29

Offerings Received
for the Lord’s Work

Offerings 1/1/18 thru 2/25/18
Expenses 1/1/18 to 2/25/18
Ins. claim paid covered by Ins.
Shortfall Income—Expense

16 Steve Kumar
Rebecca Hodges
18 Sierra Yell
Kimberly Rose
19 Megan Rich
20 Jordan Hingston
21 David Berger
Jonathan Berger
Jim McQuiston
Marsha Pretzer
23 Shirley Fraser
Sierra Hanson
25 Bruce La Londe
26 Dick Gofton
Mark Richardson
Katie McCoy
Thomas Hollingsworth
30 Jacob White

John & Carrie Gardner
Elmer & Barb Willman
Dale & Nancy Deibel
Jim & Geri Hingston

April 16
April 22
April 26

Chris & Jerry Farrar
Jerry & Julie Keel
Laurel & Kevin Ross

97th Annual
Chicken Dinner

As of February 25, 2018
Income received from:
Loose Plate
General Fund Envelopes
Mission
Maintenance
Total Offerings Received
Misc. Other Income, Rent
Total Income

Penny Brown
Ariana Duma
Alena Duma
Dennis Osmond
Amber Richnak
Mary Hollingsworth
Nancy Deibel
Ryan Hilbrandt
Beth Hagarty
Adam Beyersdorf
Carol Card
Travis Yell
Robin Wenzel
Sharon Hyatt
Jessalie Flores
Carl Roggow
Cash Kruth
Larry Kade

April Anniversaries

March Anniversaries

Daryl & Jane Tessin
Don & Bernice Beach
Gary & JoAnn Frost
Richard & Sally Wietfeldt
Greg & Christine McMahon
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Sunday, April 8, 2018
serving 11:00 ~ 2:00
pm
Adults ~ $10
Children 5-12 ~ $5
Under 5 are free

$ 477
$ 24,538
$ 1,050
$ 2,280
$ 28,345
$ 174
$ 28,519

Take outs will be available from 10:30 am– 1:00 pm.

Look for sign up sheets in the narthex for groceries,
help and pies. Please help us in making this
another successful event!

$28,345
$42,966
($14,621)
$13,878
$ 743

Amount needed weekly $4,128 per budget
Total offerings received thru 2/25/18
Offerings needed thru 2/25/18 - 4 weeks
Offerings short per budget

$ 28,345
$ 33,024
$ 4,679

Thrivent Action Team Sponsored Event
Proceeds will be directed to the Here We Stand Campaign
celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and
The BMW Food Pantry serving the Breckenridge, Hemlock,
Merrill, Wheeler Communities

Zion Lutheran Church
17927 Dice Road
Hemlock, Michigan 48626
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View this newsletter
online at
www.zionhemlock.org

Zion Lutheran Church
Pastor: Rev. Paul Hauser
Church Office - 989-642-5909
Secretary Office Hours
Tues. & Thurs. 2-4 pm
Fri 9 am-11 am
Pastor Home
989-327-1557
Pastor’s Cell Phone
989-964-8722
Zion Prayer Chain
989-964-8722
Zion’s E-mail
admin@zionhemlock.org
Zion’s Website
www.zionhemlock.org
Zion’s newsletter, “The Iva Chimes” is published monthly.
Information to be included in the newsletter is due on or
before the 23rd of the month and can be emailed to the church.

Sunday Worship
9:30 A.M. Divine Worship Service
(Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month)

The mission and vision of Zion Lutheran Church is to
share Jesus with all people as we
J~oyfully worship
E~ducate all people
S~hare God’s Word
U~tilize all gifts
S~erve all souls

