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Prayer Corner of the World…
Turkey is 37th on the World Wide Watch List of Persecution of
Christians. There have been recurring hate crimes, physical attacks and 'serious and widespread threats' against Turkey's
Protestant Christians during the past year. Turkish nationalism,
combined with an increasing Islamization of Turkish society means
the tiny minority of Christians and other religious minorities face
growing pressure, which is increasingly translating into violent incidents. While conversion is not prohibited by Turkish law, there are serious implications for Muslim background believers as
they often experience intense pressure from family, friends and community to return to Islam.
Please Pray…
 Ask God to enable those experiencing persecution to place their hope and trust in Him.
 For grace and wisdom for converts from a Muslim background in dealing with their families.
 For perseverance for those who are labelled and treated as traitors after embracing the Christian faith.
Praying with you for brothers and sisters with limited freedom to worship our king,
Pastor Paul Hauser

You’ll Never Miss It
Frustrated that income never covered expenses, a longtime church treasurer resigned. Another member, who
owned the town’s grain elevator, volunteered to take over
with one stipulation: He wouldn’t submit a report for the
first year.
The puzzled board members agreed because they knew
he was an honest man. After all, they trusted him to process their grain.
By year’s end, the new treasurer gave a glowing report.
The church’s building debt had been erased. Staff salaries
had increased 15 percent. And the budget showed a
healthy balance.
When the shocked but delighted congregation asked for
an explanation, the treasurer said, “Most of you bring your
grain to my elevator. When I paid you, I simply withheld
10 percent on your behalf and gave it to the church in
your name. You never missed it!”
Imagine what we could do for God if we willingly returned
the first tenth of his gifts back to him.
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Pastor’s Page
Are you growing older? Yeah? Me, too! But, in my mind, I still feel like the 25 year old
young man I once was. In my body, I feel like the 60 year old man I will be this June. How
about you? Where in your mind would you put your age, based on how you perceive life,
and then how old based on your aches and pains and limitations, usually found around our
middles? As I think of it, my mind isn’t quite as sharp as I thought either, because I keep
forgetting things more and more.

Pastor Paul Hauser

We are all at various stages of dying in a dying world. We hear of this every Sunday, as we live in a dying sinful world,
that Jesus died and rose to save. But, sometimes we are more mindful of it than other times, like when we’re trying to get
up from the floor or a chair! I think of it more when I hear of people who are dying around me, who are only a few years
away from my own age. I see it in the mirror as my hair looks a lot grayer and thinner than the picture that I have of myself in my mind.
Jesus died at the young age of 33! Back then, that was a full life for many. His life was full, full of love and perceiving
everything fresh from His Father’s heart and the Holy Spirit’s guidance. It was a perfect life, well-planned out. His body
never grew old, in the sense of falling apart like the rest of us. But, because He and His Father wanted to preserve our
lives out of love, He allowed His body to be taken apart, nail by nail, thorn by thorn, whip by whip, mocking by mocking,
beating by beating. His Father allowed the sins of the whole world to weigh on Him to the point that it sunk Him into experiencing hell. It was an ache and pain that we will no longer have to suffer ever or eternally! His mind went back to the
love He and the Father had for us, and that was good enough to sacrifice a perfectly good body for us. What reminded
Him of the world’s need for Him was, the pain and sorrow from the consequences of sin running wild all around him, abuses to killings to not caring for the most needy person. He saw you and your path today. He knew the wages of your sins
would be your death…hell. So, He grew old enough to die, and rose to make us new, to have a permanent vacation from
this dying world, and enjoy His life in heaven, like a summer that would never end.
Thinking of Jesus, His love, and heaven, can make us feel renewed in our spirits and give us hope for our renewed perfect bodies in the future. Mediate on what He can do to still use you to refresh others with these thoughts and others from
His Word. His Word on His blood shed for us is the fountain of “youth” and me!
You and I may be getting older, but we know the best is yet to come!
Pastor Paul Hauser
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Eat Healthy and Lose Weight
Paul Bohn

June 4
June 6
June 11

June 13

9:30 am Worship w/Communion
Pastor Martin Hagenow
10:30 am Fellowship
9:00 am LWR Quilters
9:30 am Worship
(Graduate/
Confirmation Recognition)
10:305 am Fellowship
9:00 am LWR Quilters

June 18 9:30 am Worship w/Communion
Pastor Roger Stauffer
10:30 am Fellowship Hour
June 25
June 27

9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship Hour
9:00 am LWR Quilters

July 2

9:30 am Worship w/Communion
Pastor Richard Mundt
10:45 am Fellowship Hour

July 9

9:30 am Worship
Dave Britton Worship Leader
10:30 am Fellowship Hour

July 16

9:30 am Worship w/Communion

July 23

9:30 am Worship
10:45 am Fellowship Hour

July 30

9:30 am Worship
Noon-5:00 pm Car/Tractor Show
3:00 pm Pie/Quilt Auction

August 6 9:30 am Worship w/Communion
August 13 9:30 am Worship
August 20 9:30 am Worship w/Communion
August 27 9:30 am Worship

If you are interested in losing weight, here is a
program for you. My family doctor recommended this program when I told him I wanted
to lose some weight. He went through the
program and thought it was well done. K & G
Wellness is a rapidly expanding nutrition
course offered in the heart of MidMichigan. Started in 2006, Kevin and Ginny Freeman has helped
thousands of local residents finally "learn" how to eat nutritiously. The

web site for the program is http://www.kgwellness.com if you want more
information.
My wife Rose and I took the class in January of 2016. The class is a
10 week program and runs 2 hours once a week. The cost was $120
per person to cover the entire 10 week class. Kevin and Ginny have
been giving this class for years with lots of success stories. I’ve lost
approximately 130 pounds and Rose has lost approximately 30 lbs. In
addition to losing weight it has helped me in other ways. I used to get
terrible leg cramps and now that’s gone. My hands felt like they had
arthritis in them and now that is gone too. When I laid down at night, I
would have acid reflux; that is gone too. I’m no longer on high blood
pressure medicine and feel a lot better.
Like any weight loss program, you get out of it what you put in to it. In
following this program, you will do a lot of cooking and none of it from
boxes. Processed foods are not good for you. You’ll be eating a lot
more vegetables and avoiding red meats. The meats I eat are turkey,
chicken, fish and venison; all lean meats. Water is the only drink that is
recommended. Kevin will be pushing a lot of information at you during
these 10 weeks.
The classes are normally in Owosso, but if we have people enough
sign up, Kevin is willing to hold a class at Zion in our fellowship hall. He
said if we have 20 people sign up, he will then advertise in the area to
fill up the class. Kevin recommends couples sign up together because
there is a greater chance of success if both people participate.
By bringing this class to our Church the hope is to get more people
from our community exposed to our congregation in hopes of gaining
members. It would also save you a 45 minute drive to Owosso if you
want to take the class. If you are interested, or know of family, neighbors, friends that may be interested please let them know of this opportunity. Please call Paul Bohn at 642-8489 or leave a message at the
church 642-5909.
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Stewardship/Evangelism
The Stewardship/Evangelism Board is looking for anyone with ideas for activities to be held at
Zion in promoting our church, honoring our community (church members, seniors, servicemen/
women, etc.), holding a “Clean out your stuff” sale, an outdoor community church service using
the gazebo, afternoon sing-a-long, a community luncheon, picnic potluck, etc.
Ideas are welcome as well as willing people to follow through with these ideas. If you have an idea and are willing to lead
the effort or know someone who may be interested in doing so contact a member of the Stewardship/Evangelism Board:
Bernie & Julayne Hutfilz, Myrna Pruitt, Mary Lou Garner or Jackie Yell or the church office.
The upcoming 9th annual Car/Tractor Show will be held on Sunday, July 30 from noon until 5:00 pm. Bring your old car,
tractor, bicycle, trailer, wagon or yourself! Invite your family and friends for an afternoon of fellowship and reminiscing. Be
sure to stay for the pie and quilt auction which will be held at 3:00 pm. Pies are needed for the auction. Bake your favorite
pie and see how much it will fetch! Last year a raspberry pie sold for $71!!! Help will be needed for concessions as well.
The board is also looking to have a float in the Merrill Farm Fest parade the first weekend in August and the Hemlock Sawdust day parade in September. Once parade themes are know ideas as well as help in assembly will be needed.
Look for sign up sheets in the narthex to volunteer your time and talent for these events and make our presence known in
the Hemlock Merrill communities.

Men of Music
Concert
On Tuesday, May 2, Zion hosted The
Men of Music. This event was enjoyed
by approximately 175 people. The group sang a variety of
songs including many patriotic songs. The audience was also
invited to join them in singing several all time favorites.
Following the concert many enjoyed fellowship and refreshments in the fellowship hall. The group was very appreciative
of the friendly welcome shown by Zion and enjoyed performing in our church.
Donations of $1,385.00 was received and will be sent to
these non profits. The Toni and Trish House in Auburn will
receive $500, The Bridge Food Store in Midland (a ministry
of Messiah Lutheran Church, Bullock Creek) $500 and $385
will be sent to the Michigan District as part of Zion’s pledge
supporting the Here We Stand Campaign ~ 500th Anniversary Celebration of the Reformation.
Thank you to the Stewardship/Evangelism Board for organizing this event, especially Carol Little, Bernie and Julayne Hutfilz. Everyone’s help was greatly appreciated.
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CONFIRMATION 2017

Congratulations to this year’s confirmation class: Katie Pinet, Kiera Goward, Cramer Laurenz, Robert Knapik and Grant Hollingsworth, as well as Braden Beyersdorf who was
confirmed at St. Peter Lutheran.
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Ryleigh Beyersdorf, daughter of Troy and
Michelle Beyersdorf, is a 2013 Graduate of
St. Peter Lutheran grade school and 2017
graduate of Hemlock High School.

2017 Confirmation Class
Congratulations to the 2017 Confirmation Class
of Zion: Katie Pinet, Kiera Goward, Cramer Laurenz, Robert Knapik, and Grant Hollingsworth, as
well as Braden Beyersdorf who was confirmed at
St. Peter Lutheran.

Thank You
Thank you, Zion Lutheran
Church, for supporting me the
past eight years with prayers
for Lutheran education and
with tuition assistance. Thank
you for giving me the opporBraden Beyersdorf tunity to grow up in a Christian
educational setting. I feel that being educated in
a Christ-like environment and attending St. Peter
Lutheran School helped me to achieve the best
education. The teachers at St. Peter were very
knowledgeable, supported me in my faith, and
challenged me in every subject to prepare me for
high school.
I was recognized for my leadership qualities by
the staff at St. Peter and honored with recognition by the Saginaw Optimist Club this year.
Thank you for giving me the support to attend St.
Peter Lutheran grade school and to be confirmed
in my faith along with my friends. I will attend
Hemlock High School in the fall following the
course study for college prep.
“You

As a Lutheran student, I have had the privilege to expand my knowledge while being
educated in a friendly environment. During
my schooling I was able to take part in many
different activities including sports and clubs.
Ryleigh Beyersdorf
I have participated in soccer, volleyball, track
and field, drama club, as well as being part of Hemlock High
School’s National Honor Society. I received awards for my achievements in math, recognized with three academics letters, received
the Peggy Munger Scholarship Award, and graduated with honors. I
will be attending Delta College starting in the fall semester. As I am
unclear as to what field of study I will pursue, I will start my college
education working towards a degree in General Studies.
I would like to sincerely thank the congregation of Zion Lutheran
Church for supporting Lutheran education and supporting me to be
raised in a Christ centered environment as well as keeping me as a
member of the church as I attend college.

Katie Burdick, daughter of Susan Burdick, graduated from Bullock Creek High
School on June 2nd. Over her high
school career she has been involved in
many activities including Student Council,
National Honor Society, Journalism and
JV and Varsity Band. She has earned
her Academic Varsity Letter for her entire
high school career. In her senior year
she was a Co-Op at SPACE, INC, an
Katie Burdick
office design firm in Midland. Katie was a
member of the Triple B 4-H Club for over 10 years. She specialized in art and woodworking and has built many beautiful pieces of
furniture for her home including her dresser, desk and a coffee
table inlaid with pennies.
Katie is excited to be attending Grand Valley State University in
the fall and plans to major in Advertising. Katie would like to thank
her Zion family for all the support and guidance she continues to
receive.

must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is an ocean; if a few drops of the
ocean are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty.” —Mahatma Gandhi
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HERE WE STAND
Sunday, October 15, 2017 | East Lansing, MI
Michigan District-wide Reformation Worship Service
Breslin Center at Michigan State University
2:00 p.m. Concourse Displays Open
4:00 p.m. Pre-Service Concert
5:00 p.m. Celebration Worship
As part of the “Here We Stand For You” Community Event celebration, congregations may decorate a door, which will
serve as a focal point for our celebrations and a great doorway to sharing the Good News of Jesus with our communities.
These doors will line the entrance hall of the Breslin Center on October 15, 2017. They will be testimonies of the Gospel in
our midst. They will be testimonies to the door that is opened for us in Christ.
There will be a massed choir of children and adults. At present over 800 individuals have registered to sing with this choir,
some of Zion’s members will participate. Tickets are free but you need to register online for them. Carpooling is encouraged
as parking may be limited. For more information email ray.zavada@michigandistrict.org or call the Michigan District Office
at 1-888-225-2111.

Summary of Voter Meeting Minutes of May 21, 2017
A quorum being met, call to order by President Fred Kruth, with approval of minutes from January 2017 Voter’s meeting.
Pastor ~ Official acts were read. Pastor reported on recent hospital visits.
Elders ~ No Report
Trustees ~ A list of items that need attention on the church properties was handed out. Encouraged anyone to help if
they can. Members of the Housing Committee thanked for their time in gathering information on the two houses.
Lighting in the altar area is being worked on. Health insurance completed for Hauser’s.
Board of Evangelism/Stewardship ~ Coffee will continue throughout the summer. The Men of Music event brought in
$1385 with donations to Toni and Trish Home, Bridge Food Store, and Here We Stand campaign. Graduates/
(St. Peter) Confirmand will be recognized June 11. Car/Tractor Show July 30. Plan a float for Sawdust Days.
Board of Christian Education ~ Four Zion students will receive tuition for St. Peter. Valley Lutheran High School will celebrate their 40th year in 2017-2018, will supply a banner to association churches.
Financial Secretary ~ no report.
General Fund Treasurer, Building Fund, Capital Projects, Memorial Fund filed written reports
Benevolent Fund ~ Helping out one person in the next week.
Action Item ~ After much discussion and clarification the recommendation of the church council to sell the teacherage
with the trustees appointing a committee to oversee the sale was passed. The money from the sale will be put in the Capital Projects Fund and a fund for New Ministries will be set up.
Closed with the Doxology.
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Annual Chicken Dinner
Update

Zion’s 96th annual chicken dinner was
held on Sunday, April 23.Thank you to all who donated grocery items, time and talent. We also received donations from
Gordon Food Service, Sam’s Club and Gratiot Road Meijer to
help defray costs.
Proceeds of $3,525 have been sent to Aaron’s Gifts from
Home a non profit in Midland that sends care boxes to our
service men and women serving in various places in the
world. They just recently were requesting funds in order to be
able to ship items to fill care package requests. Our donation
will help tremendously.

Want Any Books?
Approved by the trustees, efforts
will be made to clean out the former
day school library.
There are
shelves of children’s books that never get used, so we will offer them to
people who may want them.
We hope to create a more appealing meeting room after
the books are removed. We will keep several items there
that members may want to borrow.
The following steps will be taken to clean up the library:
1. Set aside any books that our congregation may use.
There are great resources from AAL, Thrivent, Concordia, etc. that we will want to keep.
2. Ask any congregation members to come and take
whatever books or other materials they wish.
3. Offer the books to area churches and schools who
may want them.
4. Take the remaining books to a recycling facility.
Look for notices in the weekly bulletins. Dates and times
will be listed when people can come and take what they
wish. You will be asked to bring your own boxes and bags
to carry the books away. If you have any questions,
please see Linda Laurenz.
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Offerings Received
for the Lord’s Work
As of
May 21, 2017

Income received from:
Loose Plate
General Fund Envelopes
Mission
Maintenance
Total Offerings Received
Misc. Other Income, Rent
Insurance Pmt.
Total Income

$ 3,163
$ 65,096
$ 2,587
$ 5,161
$ 76,007
$ 7,780
$ 4,253
$ 88,040

Offerings 1/1/17 thru 5/21/17
Expenses 1/1/17 to 5/21/17
Income minus Expense

$ 76,007
$ 80,389
$ - 4,382

Amount needed weekly $3,856 per budget
Total offerings received thru 5/21/17
$ 76,007
Offerings needed thru 5/21/17 - 21 wks
$ 80,976
Offerings short per budget
$ -4,969

While hanging out with her father in his
workshop, a preschooler tried to imitate him by using a tape measure. When
she couldn’t quite reach the distance she wanted to measure between herself and an object, she moved the object
closer to her!

Old Testament Puzzle Answer
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June Birthdays
2 Janet Pruitt
Avery Seeburger
3 Rev. Paul Hauser
Ryleigh Beyersdorf
Bernice Gudaitis
4 Dustin Valliere
5 June Kreger
10 Kenneth Klink
Julayne Goward
June Leddy
Sarah Stange
11 John Frick
12 Kiera Goward
14 June Willman
Bob McCoy
15 Jack Traub
Jessica Wietfeldt
17 Kent Hunt, Jr.
Kendelle Klemish
Maddison Hildebrant
19 Sharon Feusse
20 Seth Traub
24 Robert Eggebrecht
Chase Beyersdorf
James Byron
25 Susan Valliere
Charity Little
Ethan Neuenfeldt
Lori Kade
26 James Rowe
27 Rodney Laurenz
Tracey Mallek
28 Betty Reno
29 Anna Gardner
Shirley Tessin
Pat Baker
Grace Knoerr
30 Linda Grossman

10
13
15
16
17
19
21
24
29

July Birthdays
1
2
4
5
6
7
8

9
10
11
12
13
14

Gertie Schomaker
Jack Armstrong
Jo Ann Pinet
Lois Tessin
Byron Weber
Tyler Willman
JoAnn Merz
Daniella Haugh
Kent Hunt, Sr.
Kevin Ross
Becky Kumar
Kim White
Ian Byron
Donna Gofton
Pam Leppert
Teresa Schultz
Larry Beyersdorf
Joshua Bohn
Valori Kade
June Barst
Jeff Pinet
Lew Krauss
Antonio Flores
Matthew Grossman
Ken Nunn
Mark Staley
Lloyd Zastrow, Jr.
Keith Kreger

Don & Jean Hollingsworth
Gary & Lisa Kade
Dick & Judy Bluemer
Jack & Connie Traub
Aaron & Kelly Kocsis
Mark & Connie Richardson
Ryan & Victoria Heath
Dale & Kimberly Rohde
Harold & Carolyn McKellar
Ervin & Mary Hollingsworth
Adam & Amy Siler

August Birthdays

15 Dave Little
Colin Richnak
16 JoAnn Frost
17 Shanntelle Knapik
Ashley Rich
19 Michelle Osmond
21 Daniel Berger
22 Tanya Duma
Ella Kocsis
Linda Laurenz
23 Ashley Coulter
Chris Farrar
24 Ralph Bluemer
Dylan Kern
James Willman
25 Sydney Grossman
Summer Little
Donald Tessin
26 Holley Hanson
Wesley Northrup
Pat Schullo
Bobbie White
28 Clark Davis
Dennis Kreger
29 Mary Garner
JoAnn Kreger
30 Joshua Hodges
31 Brandon Wietfeldt

3
4
5
6
7
11
12
14
15
16
17
18
21
23
24
25
26
27
28
30
31

July Anniversaries

1

Justin & Elise Leasure

13
17
28
29
31

Doug & Laura Hollingsworth
John & Ann Klink
Ralph & Vickie Bluemer
Dave & Joyce Little
Ken & Grace Knoerr

June Anniversaries

10

Michael Lehman
Emily McFadden
Betsy Wietfeldt
Adam Rohde
Payton Staley
Alan White
Alivia Heath
Anna Miller
Cora Van Nortwich
Gary Neuenfeldt
Al Rohn
Brenda Klembecki
Marilyn Beyersdorf
Gerald Laurenz
Anna Laurenz
Kaiden Knapik
Korbin Knapik
Zackery Leppert
Darin Rowe
Kelly Kocsis
Carol Eggebrecht
De de Gath
Curt Seeburger
John Shields
Chris Thom
D.J. Bohn
Nicole Hanson
Sarah Hildebrant
Nicole Mayer
Carolyn McKellar

August Anniversaries
2
3
4

Bruce & Marsha Pretzer
Rev. Paul & Deb Hauser
Chet & Cindy Hodges
Gary & Leigh Wandzell
11 Les & Sharon Hyatt
Dennis & JoAnn Kreger
14 Carl & Irmie Roggow
Scott & Kimberly Rose

15
18
19
20
22
25
28

Donald & Shirley Tessin
Frank & Jackie Yell
Jim & Karen Gardner
Kim & Linda Grossman
Lloyd & Joyce Zastrow
Brian & Julayne Goward
Bill & Suzanne Carroll
Bernard & Bonnie Neuenfeldt
Mike & Kit Walton
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View this newsletter
online at
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Zion Lutheran Church
Who’s Who
Pastor: Rev. Paul Hauser
Church Office - 989-642-5909
Secretary Office Hours
Tues. & Thurs. 2-4 pm
Fri 9 am-11 am
Pastor Home
989-327-1557
Pastor’s Cell Phone
989-964-8722
Zion Prayer Chain
989-964-8722
Zion’s E-mail
admin@zionhemlock.org
Zion’s Website
www.zionhemlock.org
Zion’s newsletter, “The Iva Chimes” is published monthly.
Information to be included in the newsletter is due on or before the 23rd
of the month and can be emailed to the church.

Sunday Worship
9:30 A.M. Divine Worship Service
(Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month)

The mission and vision of Zion Lutheran Church is to
share Jesus with all people as we
J~oyfully worship
E~ducate all people
S~hare God’s Word
U~tilize all gifts
S~erve all souls

