Jeremiah 11:18-20 (ESV)
18 The LORD made it known to me and I
knew; then you showed me their deeds.
19 But I was like a gentle lamb led to the
slaughter. I did not know it was against
me they devised schemes, saying, “Let us
destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him
off from the land of the living, that his
name be remembered no more.” 20 But, O
LORD of hosts, who judges righteously,
who tests the heart and the mind, let me
see your vengeance upon them, for to you
have I committed my cause.
James 3:13-4:10 (ESV)
13 Who is wise and understanding among
you? By his good conduct let him show his
works in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if
you have bitter jealousy and selfish
ambition in your hearts, do not boast and
be false to the truth. 15 This is not the
wisdom that comes down from above, but
is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist,
there will be disorder and every vile
practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to
reason, full of mercy and good fruits,
impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace by those
who make peace. 4 What causes quarrels
and what causes fights among you? Is it
not this, that your passions are at war
within you? 2 You desire and do not have,
so you murder. You covet and cannot
obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do
not have, because you do not ask. 3 You
ask and do not receive, because you ask
wrongly, to spend it on your passions.
4 You adulterous people! Do you not know
that friendship with the world is enmity with
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a

friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to
no purpose that the Scripture says, “He
yearns jealously over the spirit that he has
made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more
grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.”
7 Submit yourselves therefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let
your laughter be turned to mourning and
your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves
before the Lord, and he will exalt you.
Mark 9:30-37(ESV)
30 They went on from there and passed
through Galilee. And he did not want
anyone to know, 31 for he was teaching his
disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man
is going to be delivered into the hands of
men, and they will kill him. And when he is
killed, after three days he will rise.” 32 But
they did not understand the saying, and
were afraid to ask him.33 And they came to
Capernaum. And when he was in the
house he asked them, “What were you
discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept
silent, for on the way they had argued with
one another about who was the greatest.
35 And he sat down and called the twelve.
And he said to them, “If anyone would be
first, he must be last of all and servant of
all.” 36 And he took a child and put him in
the midst of them, and taking him in his
arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever
receives one such child in my name
receives me, and whoever receives me,
receives not me but him who sent me.”

Our Measure of Love and Gifts

17th

September 23, 2018
Sunday after Pentecost
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In the Name of Jesus
Theme of the Day ~ Our Father Cares for His Children with the Gospel of His
Son. The sinful heart is filled with “bitter jealousy and selfish ambition” (James
3:14), which causes hostility, quarrels and conflicts, even among those who are
fellow members of the body of Christ. This should not be so! Rather, God
“opposes the proud” with His Law, in order to humble them unto repentance; He
“gives grace to the humble,” in order to exalt them by His Gospel of forgiveness
(James 4:6–10). This true “wisdom from above” is found in the gentleness,
mercy and peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who humbled Himself and sacrificed
Himself for the salvation of sinners (James 3:17). He was “like a gentle lamb led
to the slaughter,” committing Himself to God, His Father, “who judges
righteously, who tests the heart and the mind” (Jer. 11:19–20). Therefore, “after
three days,” His Father exalted Him by raising Him from the dead (Mark 9:31). In
Holy Baptism, He takes disciples of all ages into His arms like little children. In
receiving Him through repentance and faith in His forgiveness of sins, they
receive from His Father a share in the glory of His cross and resurrection (Mark
9:36–37).

ORDER OF SERVICE Service of Prayer and Preaching

pp 260

OPENING HYMN “God Loves Me Dearly”

LSB 392

SERMON HYMN “Jesus Loves Me”

LSB 588

SERMON “Greatness”
CLOSING HYMN “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb”
Pastor
Elder/Reader
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Greeters
A/V
Ushers
Altar Guild

Paul Hauser
Frank Yell
Tami Mosher
Ken & Grace Knoerr
Paul Bohn
Jerry Neuenfeldt & Bob Burdick
Michelle & Troy Beyersdorf

Mark 9:30-37
LSB 740

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday ~ Sep 28- Carol
Dietrich (her 81st); Oct 3 - Sue Dijak Oct 4-Alan Reno.
Today’s Memory Verse ~ “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is
easy and My burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30.
Choir and Handbells rehearsals continue with choir rehearsal each Sunday
following the service and handbell practices will be held on Monday evenings at
7:00 pm. Anyone is invited and encouraged to join either group!
Pre Service Sing Along ~ Next Sunday, September 30, Randy Laurenz will join
us with guitar for the service. You are invited and encouraged to come 10-15
minutes early and join in a sing along old time favorites like “Bringing in the
Sheaves”, “It Is No Secret What God Can Do”, before service as well as during
the service. Invite a friend to join you!
Estate Planning at Different Stages of Life ~ Do you ever wonder what you
should be doing now to be prepared for your future? Come hear what the
experts have to say on Thursday, October 11, 2018 from 6-8 pm at Valley
Lutheran High School Resource Center. This seminar is led by Darrell Zolton
and Michael Weiss of Zolton Law Offices. A light supper will be served. Limited
seating available. Call 989-790-1676 or email kflory@vlhs.com by October 5,
2018.
God’s Helping Hands ~ 10 am – 1 pm, October 13th. The closet will be open
the 2nd and 4th Saturdays through December. If you know anyone who is in need
of such items please let them know. Flyers are available in the narthex. Pick one
up and help spread the word. Questions?? See Paul Bohn.
Bazaar Reservations ~ St. Mark Lutheran Church, 2565 N River, Saginaw, is
accepting table reservations ($25/table) for the Annual Bazaar, Saturday,
November 3. Call the office at 781-3205 for more information.

