
 

Acts 8:26-40 (ESV) 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, 
“Rise and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a 
desert place. 27 And he rose and went. And 
there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court 
official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 
who was in charge of all her treasure. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was 
returning, seated in his chariot, and he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit 
said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 
30 So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31 And he 
said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with 
him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that 
he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was 
led to the slaughter  and like a lamb before its 
shearer is silent,  so he opens not his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was denied 
him. Who can describe his generation? For his 
life is taken away from the earth.” 34 And the 
eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, 
does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened 
his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he 
told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as 
they were going along the road they came to 
some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here 
is water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to 
stop, and they both went down into the water, 
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 
39 And when they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the 
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, 
and as he passed through he preached the 
gospel to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 
 
1 John 4:1-11 (ESV) 
4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test 
the spirits to see whether they are from God, 

for many false prophets have gone out into the 
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: 
every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every 
spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which 
you heard was coming and now is in the world 
already. 4 Little children, you are from God and 
have overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are 
from the world; therefore they speak from the 
world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are 
from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; 
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit 
of error.7 Beloved, let us love one another, for 
love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who 
does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we might live through 
him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another.  
 

John 15:1-8 (ESV) 
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not 
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that 
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word 
that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are 
the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 
me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not 
abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is 
glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to 
be my disciples.  
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Theme of the Day ~  Jesus Christ Is the True Vine Who Bears Much Fruit in Us.  
“God is love,” and He has manifested Himself to us by sending “his only Son into the 
world, so that we might live through him” (1 John 4:9, 16). By the ministry of the 
Gospel, “he has given us of his Spirit,” so that we also believe and confess “that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.” In this way, we “abide in him and he in us,” and 
we “love one another” (1 John 4:2, 7, 13). Such divine love is exemplified in Philip’s 
preaching of “the good news about Jesus” to the Ethiopian eunuch. And when “they 
came to some water,” the eunuch was baptized into the very Gospel that Philip had 
preached (Acts 8:35–38). That Ethiopian was thereby grafted into “the true vine,” 
Jesus Christ (John 15:1), just as we are. Already we are clean because of the Word 
that Christ has spoken to us and by the washing of water with His Word. We now 
abide in Him by faith in His forgiveness. As He abides in us, both body and soul, with 
His own body and His blood, He “bears much fruit” in us (John 15:3–5). 

ORDER OF SERVICE Divine Service Setting Three, Holy Baptism pp. 184, 268 

OPENING HYMN “Father Welcomes”  LSB 605 

CHOIR ANTHEM “Here I Am, Lord” Schutte 

SERMON HYMN “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602 

SERMON “Disciples Make Disciples” Acts 8:26-40 

CLOSING HYMN “Jesus Loves Me” LSB 588 

Pastor  Paul Hauser           
Organist Tami Mosher 
A/V   Thomas Hollingsworth   
Greeters   Ken & Grace Knoerr 
Elder/Reader Dick Bluemer  
Acolytes  Rachel Laurenz & Calista Goward 
Ushers    Jerry Neuenfeldt & Bob Burdick 
Altar Guild  Lori Kade & Maxine Diener  

 
Our Measure of Love and Gifts 

Attendance last week – 112 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $4,128 ~ 
Received for the Lord’s Work $7,840= Loose Plate $148, Envelopes $6,722, Mission 
$227, Maintenance $668, Hall Rent $75; Cap. Prj. $10; Don Tessin Memorials $25 
A/C, $25 Garden, $50 Quilters, Memorial fund $640. 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: May 4- Mike Hingston; 
May 6- David Gofton, Mia Kern; May 7- Christopher Waskiewicz; May 8- Andy Brickel, 
Bertha Schiedt (her 89th), Jack Valliere, Alice Zeitler (her 90th); May 9- Jenny Draves; 
May 10- Marissa Haugh, Alexus Knapik, Ellen Laurenz, Greg McQuiston.  

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in 
vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. In 
vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat-for He grants sleep to those 
He loves.” Psalm 127:1-2 

Holy Baptisms ~ Ava Marie Coty, Easton Alan Coty and Jeremiah 
Joseph Dietrich will be received into the kingdom of grace through the 
sacrament of Holy Baptism administered during the service this 
morning. Sponsor for Ava is Theresa Miller; sponsors for Easton are 
Nicole Miller and Aaron Coty; sponsor for Jeremiah is Carmen Bender. 
May these children, into whom the Holy Spirit places saving faith 
through this sacrament, nurture them all of their lives on God’s Word and the Lord’s 
Supper to be kept faithful to Jesus for eternity.   

Fellowship Hour ~Please join us following the service for drinks and snacks in the 
fellowship hall. Pastor Schiefer and his daughters will be staying to visit with all. 
Everyone welcome! 

TUITION COVENANTS for 2018-2019 School Year ~ Please return signed tuition 
covenants today. Questions may be addressed to a member of the Board of Christian 
Education: Janice Hingston, Joyce Little, and Michelle Beyersdorf. 

Handbell Concert ~ The Breckenridge, Merrill, Wheeler Community Handbell Choir 
invites you to an afternoon concert at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 10020 E. Monroe 
Road, Wheeler, MI 48662 on Sunday, May 20, 2018 beginning at 3:00 pm. Join us for 
a variety of music followed by snacks and conversation.  

IT'S DINNER AND A SHOW!! Come show your support of Holy Cross Lutheran 
School 2/3 Grade teacher Heidi Kern in her battle against breast cancer at our 
Spaghetti Dinner & HCLS Student Talent Show fundraiser on Friday, May 4 from 
5:00PM-8:00PM in the Holy Cross Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall (600 Court 
Street, Saginaw). Dinner is spaghetti with meat sauce, salad, rolls, dessert and a 
beverage. Adult tickets are $10, student tickets (age 5-12) are $7, children aged 4 
and under are free. Questions, please contact Jolene Glaser.. 

Job Opportunity ~ The Early Childhood Center at Peace Lutheran School, 3161 
Lawndale Road in Saginaw Township, is hiring part-time aides for its new infant and 
toddler care programs. Aides can work up to 20 hours per week; start date is after 
May 14. If interested, please contact Peace Early Childhood Director Kathi Pearson 
at kpearson@peacesaginaw.org or 792.2581. 
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