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9:30 a.m. Sunday school celebration for all ages in the Upper Room
10:45 a.m. Worship
12:00 p.m. All-Church Lunch & Ministry Fair in the gym

5:45-6:30 p.m. Supper
6:30-6:45 p.m. Wednesday Night Praise in the sanctuary
6:45-7:45 p.m. Programs for all ages (see page 3 for details)

Happy New Year!
Yes, September is, in many ways, the beginning of a new year in the church, much like
it is in the schools. The beginning of a new year is a great time to take stock of things
and perhaps make some resolutions. Students are busy getting their new pencils,
notebooks, and binders in order. They’re loading new apps on their IPads and
resolving to keep things organized and get good grades this year. (Micah noted that it
will be difficult to convince the teacher that our cat ate his homework, now that his
homework is on an IPad with a sturdy plastic case.)
So what is it that we need to get in order for our new beginning of the ministry year at
church? This is a good time to take stock of our own gifts and to make conscious
decisions about what time and effort we will dedicate to our spiritual life. It’s a good
time to make sure we know what our church is up to – what ministries do we actually
have available? How can I get involved in serving? When is there a Bible study or
small group that can help me grow? In what ways is God calling me to be part of his
work in the world through WCC this year? How can I help my kids experience God?
On Sunday, September 13, we invite you to come to a Ministry Fair during the
sandwich lunch after worship. The ministries of our church will be on display for you
to tour. If you think you know about everything that happens at Winnetka Covenant,
you may be surprised to discover something new! And perhaps you’ll see something
that you never thought of trying – a group or activity or retreat through which you can
serve others or be spiritually fed that you hadn’t considered before.
We look forward to a new year of growing and serving together.
Andrea Johnson

Christian Formation
Sunday School for all ages, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

For children, ages 4-5th grade –
Rotation Sunday School 2015-2016: “Quest for Identity”
People of faith travel a path that includes a struggle between
everyday experience and their relationship with God. In a quest
for an identity, group dynamics can form a sense of inclusion or
exclusion in the community. Jacob and Esau battled within the
realm of sibling rivalry. Joseph and his brothers fought the

Unit 1: Joseph and His Brothers – 9/20, 27, 10/4
Thou Art: Make tie-dyed t-shirts to remember that each of
us is a favorite in the eyes of God.

same battle, only to find a place of reconciliation. Jesus
Christ calls us to be a community of inclusion. We forge
our identities as we build community. Each culture
responds to the faith story in relation to their own history
and customs; this year we will explore how various
cultures communicate the biblical stories within their own
context.

Garden of Eatin’: Make the family tree of
Abraham/Isaac/Jacob using gingerbread people. Learn the
power of the promise of the covenant.

Kingdom Characters: Hear Leah tell her tale of woe
about her blended family and the favoritism shown to Joseph.
Make worry dolls (from South America) to be passed on to
those who need to remember God’s presence in the valleys of
our lives.

Units this year include: Joseph and His Brothers, Joseph in
Egypt, The Samaritan Woman, Zaccheus, Mary
Magdalene, Easter Around the World, and The Epistles.

2’s & 3’s and Nursery Care –
Nursery care is provided for babies and toddlers, from birth to age 2, through the Sunday School hour and the Worship Service.
Sunday School for 2-and-3-year-olds begins at 9:30 and continues through the end of the Worship Service.

For Adults – 2 options
“God and Government”
September 20 – October 25
Kurt Peterson, leader, in the Upper Room
Large group discussion format

Alpha
September 20 – December 20, in Room 203
Small group video & discussion format
Alpha is a chance to explore and question the meaning of
life while learning about the basics of the Christian Faith.
Topics include:
•
•
•
•
•

Who Is Jesus?
Why Did Jesus Die?
How Can I Be Sure of My Faith?
How Do I Pray?
How Does God Guide Us?

This class involves a DVD presentation and discussion.
Participants receive a personal guidebook to help on the
journey.
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Music Notes
Fall temperatures have come early this year! It's helping to jolt me into Fall activities. I was
shocked to know my granddaughter began 2nd grade already!

Aliquam
dolor.

Our lectionary begins in the Garden of Eden September 13, when choir resumes. What a
wonderful reminder to focus on all God has created: each of us in a marvelous universe to
explore - and to BELONG to God and each other. Celebrating this glorious creation will be
our song that day.
Community and sacred places where God's promises are revealed emerge in the story of Isaac on September 20. We'll
sing "All Things Work Together for Good" - for, with God, all things are possible.
September 27 we re-hear the story of Jacob meeting God in the surprise of a wrestling duo which results, not in a winner
and loser, but a blessing! As we think about the struggles we encounter and blessings
bestowed, we will sing "How Can I
byline
Keep From Singing!"

Lorem Ipsum

Choir begins September 9 at 6:15 - 8:00 and each Wednesday following at 6:45. All who love to sing high school age &
up are welcome!!
Music4Kids (age 4-5th grade) begins September 16, 5:15-5:45 and meets each Wednesday that dinner is served. Call
Dawn if you have questions.
May God richly bless you in this wonderful season!

Dawn Pegis

Wednesday Nights This Fall
5:15 – 5:45 –- Music4Kids

This is a music program to give our 4-year-olds through 5th grades opportunities to participate in worship through song AND
instruments. Practice is September through May in the choir room, each Wednesday that dinner is served.

5:45 – 6:30 –- Supper in the gym (new, later time)
NEW THIS YEAR: The serving window will be open until 6:30 – if you need to come late, you can still be served until 6:30!
A different menu each week. Adults: $5; Children age 5-12: $3; Under 5: free. Maximum per family: $12

6:00 – 6:45 –- Bell Choir
Bell choir rehearses in the choir room. New ringers are always welcome. Contact Linda Johnson with questions

6:30 – 6:45 –- Wednesday Praise in the Sanctuary
Singing for all ages. Parents are asked to accompany their children.

6:45 – 7:45 –

For Kids: Crafts, Games, and Bible Stories
Kids divide into three groups (4 & 5-year-olds, grades 1 & 2 and grades 3-5) and rotate through 20-minute stations to enjoy crafts,
games, and Bible stories.

For Youth: Hangout/Homework Time
Junior High in the Youth Room, Senior High in Pastor Christy’s office

For Adults:
Adult Choir Practice in the Choir Room – new singers, high school and above, in all voice parts welcome. Contact Dawn Pegis
with questions.

Animate Faith in Room 203 – Animate starts each session by exploring the foundations of Christian Faith, then takes a deep dive
into the Bible, and wraps up with an engaging look at how we can take part in the central practices today. The time involves a brief
DVD presentation, group discussion, and personal journaling.
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Youth Opportunities
September Youth Dates
Celebration Sunday and Sandwich Lunch – 9/13
Sunday School – all Sundays, except the 27th for high schoolers
Sr. High League (7-9 p.m.) – 13th (with a 6:00 start time) and 20th (not on the 27th due to the Dunes Retreat)
Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation (4:30-6:30 p.m.) – 13th, 20th, 27th
Sr. High Coffee – 16th, 23rd, 30th
Sr. High Fall Retreat at the Dunes – 26th – 27th
NEW ONLINE YOUTH CALENDAR!
Visit the Winnetka Covenant website (www.winnekacovenent.org), then select “Ministries” in the side bar. Click on either Junior or
Senior High to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the new online calendar.

Winnetka Covenant Financial Summary through July 31, 2015
Ø YTD Financials
o General Fund Giving through July 31 - $577,514
o Contributions/pledges are below plan, target +5% to prevent use of memorial and exchange funds
o Overall receipts to date are 5% below 2014 actuals, but met the 2015 budget; expenses are slightly above 2015
planned budget
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2015 Actual

2014 Actual

%

2015 Bud.

%

Contributions (only)

$530,749

$559,862

95%

$531,026

100%

Total General Fund Receipts
(incl Contributions)

$ 577,514

$609,873

95%

$606,352

95%

Expenses

$ 605,577

$ 632,150

96%

$608,377

99%

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

($28,063)

($22,277)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Petty Cash
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
Sabbatical Grant (’15 AMJ)
General Fund
Total

7/31/2015

7/31/2014

$(94,202)
64,811
125
43,464
$14,199

$(58,704)
87,335
125
14,776
$ 33,532

$ 93,418
50,030
22,555
515
$166,518

$171,682
51,183
0
37,133
$259,998

Ø Capital Projects
o Gym padding (funded via special request/Men’s basketball and Exchange funds)
The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Greg
Butz, WCC treasurer, or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions.

WCC Facility Manager Staff position search:
A Facility Manager search committee has been formed in anticipation of Bruce Strom’s retirement October 1st. A job
description write-up is available in the church office for this full-time position. You may contact one of the committee
members if you have questions, or a potential candidate. They are: Jane Westerfield, John Messina, Peter A. Nelson, and Tom
Johnson, with ex officio members Peter Hawkinson and Kurt Kovacic.
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Mission News and Opportunities
A Just Harvest – September 3rd and 17th , at 1:00, cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join

the cooking crew. On 17th we are also asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. They will meet at church to depart
at 4:30 and return about 7:00. There is a signup sheet for this on the bulletin board by the kitchen or contact Pastor Andrea to
sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – on the second Saturday of every month we go to the Greater Chicago Food
Depository to help package food for local food banks. Our work there benefits the North Park Friendship Center. Our next
visit is Saturday, September 12, from 1:00 – 3:45. The opportunity is open to all, ages 14 and older. Long pants and closedtoe shoes are required. Please sign up on the list posted on the bulletin board next to the kitchen. Contact Pastor Andrea with
questions.

Community Turkey Drive – September 13, 1-5 p.m. – Turkey Games at Community Church of Wilmette (1020
Forest Ave.). Join with other area churches for a fundraiser to provide Thanksgiving turkeys to those in need. Featuring music
from Rock House musicians, carnival games, trivia, crafts, and food. Your $20 donation includes a family ticket and provides a
turkey to a family in need.

Family Promise –
Friday, September 18, 7:30, Benefit Concert given by Ken Medema
Location: Winnetka Congregational Church, 725 Pine St., Winnetka, IL
Tickets: Adults, $25; Students, $15. For tickets, call 847-902-4795 or visit https://quick.crowdtorch.com/106038
Across the years, Ken has shared his passion for learning and discovery through storytelling and music with an ever-growing
circle of followers around the world. Ken has been performing for over 40 years and, though blind from birth, Ken sees and
hears with heart and mind, singing stories from his audience. To learn more, visit www.kenmedema.com or YouTube.

Hosting Week, September 20-27 – our final opportunity to host our Family Promise guests for 2015 is coming
September 20. We have now been involved with this important ministry for five years and have many dedicated volunteers
who have graciously made our guests feel welcome and have made each and every hosting week run smoothly. It would be
great to have even more people from our congregation become part of the team. To volunteer, sign up on the schedules posted
in the narthex or go to the WCC web site (www.winnetkacovenant.org). Contact Joan Wallgren in the office with questions.

International Dinner Event
Taste Cuisines from Four Continents and Help Our WCC Missionaries
Saturday, September 19th, 6:00 p.m.
Take a delicious culinary trip while you support WCC missionaries serving in four regions of our world: Asia, Africa, Latin
America and the United States. Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 19th, when WCC’s first international church
festival celebrates the cuisines of four different continents where WCC missionaries serve. Sponsored by the Missions
Committee, the goal is to raise funds to help make up the financial shortfall for missionary support due to WCC budget cuts.
No tickets or cover charge is involved – a free will offering will be taken.
This event gives church members a closer look at the stories of the seven missionary families who currently represent the
Covenant and are supported by WCC, and highlights 20 countries and states that symbolize the regions where they serve.
The evening will begin with each family, couple, or individual getting a passport that assigns them to a continent and specific
cuisine. They will spend the evening ‘traveling’ among the continents to sample different dishes. Table assignments will
continually change, giving people in the church the chance to meet and sample food with different people throughout the dinner.
Each participating family, couple, or individual is invited to bring a dish from one of the four regions, and guests can sample
from some three to four dozen regional appetizers, salads, main dishes, and desserts. Children age six and over are invited to
come with their parents. Child care will be provided for children age five and younger.
Reservations are required, and are being taken after church services. You can also sign up via the church website. For those
looking for ideas about what to bring, sample dishes will be suggested.
Questions? Contact Cindy Buettgen
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Women’s Ministries
Following are ongoing groups for the women of the
church. They all welcome new participants at any time.

Covenant Women Ministries
Fall Meeting
Friday, October 2, 7:00 p.m.

Quilters, Knitters, etc. - Meet on the second Thursday
of each month for fellowship and service. Watch the
weekly bulletins for location of the meeting.
Sharing Group - We cordially invite all WCC women to
join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00
noon for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on
September 24th at Baker’s Square. You’ll enjoy the
fellowship! Call Marian Eckhardt with questions.
Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/ needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome
to come with or without a project. In September we will
meet on the 15th.
Tuesday morning Bible Study – the 2015-2016 year
will begin on Tuesday, September 8. Our study will be
the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther. In these ancient
stories we will meet people just like ourselves, and be
amazed at the contemporary relevance of God at work in
their lives and in their world. We welcome all women to
join us each Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. for fellowship and
inspiration. Study guides are available in the office or on
the first day of class.

We are excited to welcome Covenant Pastor and Spiritual
Director Sharon Garlough Brown as guest speaker at the fall
kickoff for Covenant Women on Friday, October 2. Sharon is
the author of the much-loved fiction work, Sensible Shoes,
which follows the spiritual journeys of four very different
women as they meet together at a Michigan retreat center.
Hannah, a pastor who doesn’t realize how exhausted she is;
Meg, a widow and recent empty-nester who is haunted by her
past; Mara, a woman who has bounced from relationship to
relationship trying to navigate a difficult marriage; and
Charissa, a hard-working graduate student who wants to get
things right.
Sharon will speak about the importance of the ministry of
Spiritual Direction as well as her own journey as a Spiritual
Director that led to writing the book and its sequel, Two Steps
Forward, due out in October. Copies of both books will be
available at the meeting. The church office has several copies
of Sensible Shoes ($15 each) if you’d like to read it prior to the
event.

Two One-Time Sensible Shoes discussion groups
Have you read the fictional book Sensible Shoes by Covenant Pastor and Spiritual Director, Sharon Garlough Brown? Judi
Geake will facilitate two one-time discussion groups prior to the publication of the author’s second book in the trilogy, Two
Steps Forward and her appearance here on October 2nd. Discussing the four women’s spiritual journeys brings a richness to
your own journey. We will ask the question, “Which character in the book would you like to meet for coffee … and why?”
Join us at either the daytime or evening meeting.
Wednesday, September 16th, 6:45-7:45 in the narthex or Thursday, September 24 th, 1:00-2:00 in the library.
*************************

Moms Together
Being a mother of young children is both exhausting and exhilarating. Which of those two takes priority can be explained, in
part, by your God-given personality vs. the God-given personality of your child. Understanding yourself is the first step in
learning how to more fully enjoy the parenting journey. A portion of each meeting this fall will be spent exploring this topic
with the help of facilitator Judi Geake. We will also allow time for discussion of other topics as they arise. Please join us in
September when part of the meeting will be spent looking at other possible ways of using our time together. We will meet the
first Friday of each month except in September, when we will meet the second Friday. CHILD CARE IS PROVIDED.
Four Fridays: September 11th, October 2nd, November 6th and December 4th, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
*************************

Bridal Showers
Bridal showers are being planned for Sloane Quackenbush (October 8) and Christine Buettgen (November 5). If interested in
being on the hosting committee for either of these, please contact the church office.
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Mailbox
Dear Friends,
The June 28th Sunday will rest high in our
greatest memories of a lifelong ministry. I am
humbled and thrilled to be your Pastor Emeritus
and pleased that retirement will be especially
rich surrounded by our wonderful church family.
And we are most grateful for the amazing
gift of your generosity in the monetary
outpouring accompanying so many other
gestures and blessings in words, cards, and
heartfelt prayers.
Laurel and I are so grateful for so much, so
many years, so nourished by you in the faith.
Grace, love & peace,
Art
Dear Pastors & Congregation,
On behalf of my mother, Marguerite
Newsome, Steve and I wish to thank everyone for
the months of prayers, visits, and cards while
Marguerite was visiting, in-hospital and at
Brandel.
She is now back home with care of friends,
family, and a caregiver. She often tells her
friends how “happy” and nice people are at
WCC.
Love in Christ,
Mollie Sudhoff

Family News

Pastor Andrea to take a sabbatical,
September 14-December 5
I am so grateful to the church for the way you care for your
pastors by allowing us a sabbatical. I received a grant from the
Lilly Endowment to cover the costs. The purpose of my
sabbatical,as I described in my grant proposal, is to rediscover and
reclaim play – apparently purposeless activity in which I lose track
of time, have fun, can improvise, and am not self-conscious – so that
I might return to my pastoral role with a renewed capacity for
creativity and innovation in my role, a recommitment to a healthy
integration of play and work, and a testimony for our congregation
about the necessity of play in their own lives and how it might ignite
our collective capacity for creativity and innovation for ministry.
Here’s what Fred Rogers says about play: “Play does seem to
open up another part of the mind that is always there, but that, since
childhood, may have become closed off and hard to reach. When we
treat children’s play as seriously as it deserves, we are helping them
feel the joy that’s to be found in the creative spirit. We’re helping
ourselves stay in touch with that spirit, too. It’s the things we play
with and the people who help us play that make a great difference in
our lives.”
During my sabbatical I will do things that qualify as play for
me. I will ride my bike, run and be outside a lot. I will go to the
Chicago Botanical Gardens. I will travel to Scotland to the Iona
Community for a week and a half to garden and be in the presence
of God among other Christians and in nature. I will visit a good
friend in Columbus, Ohio. I will go with Tom and Micah to
California for two weeks of rest and relaxation, where I will also
run a half-marathon in Malibu. I will take clarinet lessons and
create art. I may take a comedy improvisation class. I will create a
blog as a tool for both processing and sharing my sabbatical
experiences.
I hope to return to church refreshed and reinvigorated for the
next chapter of ministry. I plan to be more intentional about
incorporating play into my own life in the midst of work, and into
the life of our congregation, if you are game! I believe that
engaging in play for play’s sake is an excellent way to help us
consider and live out God’s mission in the world with creativity and
openness.
I welcome your prayers for my time away. Know that I’ll be
praying for a fruitful fall season for Winnetka Covenant.

Congratulations to:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Christine Buettgen and Tresor Moolo, who were recently engaged and are planning a January 2, 2016 wedding
Dawn Gingrich, who was appointed concertmaster of Orchestra Iowa
Rachel and Joey Curran, on the birth of Grace Carolyn, born June 18, weighing 7 lb., 6 oz. and 19 inches long.
Carolyn Carlson is Grace’s grandmother.
Elsa and Matt Johnson, on the birth of Jameson Matthew, born August 5 in Portland, Oregon. He weighed 7 lb., 5 oz.
and was 18 ¾ in. long. Jameson joins big sister Lucia, his grandparents are John and Joan Wallgren, and greatgrandparents are Ray and Fran Wallgren
Susan and Max Fry, on the birth of Hannah Beverly on August 11, weighing 7 lb. and measuring 20 in. Joan Johnson
is Hannah’s grandmother.
Christy and Gordon Reese, on the birth of Eva Elizabeth, in Louisiana, on August 19. Eva was 8 lb., 11 oz. and 21 in.
Her brothers are Gordon and Carter and Stan and Nancy Thoren are her grandparents.
Elizabeth and Michael Schwartz, on the birth of Nathaniel Benjamin, born August 22. He was 6 lb., 5 oz. and 19 ½
in. long. He joins his siblings, Matthew and Thea at home. John and Jeanne Couleur are his grandparents.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

There Are No Second Fiddles in God’s Orchestra
How would you describe yourself; Realistic? Investigative? Artistic? Social? Enterprising? Conventional?
Doing what comes naturally is part of God’s plan for you. Knowing what your individual gifts are, however, can sometimes be
baffling or confusing.
Whether you are looking for a place to volunteer, are in the middle of a job search, or just interested in learning more about
yourself as a unique creation of God, come spend a morning exploring who you are and identifying the special gifts you bring to
our life together in the church. You will use a personal workbook to help with the discovery of why you are here, what you do
best, what you are passionate about, what you value, and what your priorities are. Facilitator Judi Geake has over 20 years of
experience using the tools included in the LIFEKEYS Discovery Workbook by Jane A. G. Kise, David Start & Sandra Krebs
Hirsh.
This workshop will be held Saturday, October 24th, from 9 a.m. to noon. Preregistration is required and the cost is $10.

Columbarium and Memorial Garden
Believe it or not, it has been just five years since people initially began to make reservations for our columbarium and memorial
garden and the whole project became a reality. It has become such a beautiful space and natural part of our life together it feels
like it’s been there forever. We invite you to spend time there, enjoying the quiet, meditative spirit and beautiful landscaping.
We also remind you of the opportunity to memorialize those who have been a part of our life together but may be buried
elsewhere, by placing a plaque on the memorial wall. Look for the forms in the narthex or contact the church office.

