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“5:16” 
 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. (NRSV) 
 
Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand – shine!  Keep open 
house; be generous with your lives.  By opening up to others, you’ll prompt 
people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven. (The Message) 
 
Matthew 5:16 comes to mind this time of year, when it’s time to gather back together 
and begin again to engage our gospel work, full strength. Visitors join us as we 
worship, looking for community, hoping for a new home. School rhythms take shape; 
children grow up, and off they go. The Church schedule ramps up again.  Summer 
turns to fall.  
 
5:16 gives us our marching orders. We are called to witness, to shine our light in the 
world (go ahead, hold up that little light of yours!), and in so doing help others see 
God, for real, and experience God’s glory.  
 
I absolutely love Eugene Peterson’s take on the verse in The Message. It was my 
father’s favorite, and I’ll bet I heard a him a hundred times or more over the years say 
it from memory, with enthusiasm, especially the part that says “Shine! Keep open 
house; be generous with your lives.”  
 
What I think dad loved was the sense that shining with the light of Christ is not 
mechanical. It is not some kind of propositional, evangelistic conversation, no, but the 
very opening up of your life, like an open house. It’s warm and relational, inviting and 
focused on welcoming others. 
 
In an age when home hospitality seems to have perished, what would it look like for 
you to free up your Friday nights for friends, maybe even some strangers around your 
table? Better yet, how about opening up your own life to tell your story, and make 
space for someone else’s?  
 
5:16 finds Jesus calling his disciples to invest their God-life in others, with the hope 
that they will join you as a witness to God’s glory. Let’s find some fun new ways to 
open up our homes (and our very lives!) and watch strangers become friends, ours and 
God’s! 
 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Christian Formation at WCC 

Children’s Ministry 
Rotation Sunday School 
 
In Rotation Sunday School, children age 4 through grade 5 focus on 
the same theme or Bible story over the course of three or four weeks 
in a different workshop each week.  They explore the story through 
art, drama, cooking, games, video, and other workshops that help 
them engage with the story in different ways.  Each class has an adult 
“Shepherd” who accompanies them through the year and builds 
relationships with the children.  Schedules are posted around the 
church building so that you can easily know which room your child’s 
workshop is in on any given Sunday. 

September 17 – October 1 –  
Anointing of David 
 

Workshops: 
 

Good News Games:  Play games that help to 
understand the  many important events in 
David’s life. 

 

Thou Art:  Make self-portraits to help remind us  
that, like David, God loves us for who we are 
inside and out. 
 

Puppets: Through a puppet show, learn about the  
anointing  of David and that God chooses 
leaders by their character, judging by what’s on 
the inside, not by looks, age, or talent. 

 

Adult Sunday School 

The overarching theme for this year is Reconciliation, based on 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.  In those verses we are drawn to the 
biblical mandate and invitation to be reconciled to God, others, creation, and ourselves.  We hope to explore this theme in 
relation to contemporary issues and subjects, including biblical exploration, in ways that will help us more fully live into the 
ministry of reconciliation that we have been given. 
 
September 17 – October 15 – In This Together:  Videos On Loving Our Way Forward 
This video/discussion series from The Work of the People, will be facilitated by Meg Dowling and CF members 

This video series points to areas of fracture with ideas of how we can come together regardless of race, nationality, faith, or 
sexual orientation, as one humanity for the healing of the world. In the videos Brian McLaren talks about how followers of 
Christ can grow into taking a healing versus hostile posture in the world for the 
greater good; Miroslav Volf explains a revelation he had about how, regardless of 
opposition, we are called to honor everyone; Bishop Mano Rumalshah helps us 
lean into being led by the compulsion of our love; Lisa Sharon Harper helps us 
remember that the way towards the very good news is connection; and Father 
Gregory Boyle reminds us that we are all one and that sometimes love calls us to 
cross or reach through our perceptions to stand for kinship-us-ness. 

Fall Kickoff Sunday will be September 10 at 9:30 
Sunday School for all ages begins again on September 17 at 9:30 

Infant & toddler nursery care will be provided in the nursery (first floor) 
Sunday School for 2’s & 3’s is in the preschool room (first floor) 

Rotation Sunday School for age 4 through 5th grade in various locations (see details below) 
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 

Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 
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Wednesday Night Activities begin September 13 
Food, fellowship and formation for all ages 

5:30 – 6:30 – Supper in the gym (if you need to come late, you can still be served until 6:30!) 
6:30 – 7:00 – Wednesday Worship in the Upper Room  

(singing, skits, “take-a-peek family,” story and discussion for all ages.  A unique intergenerational worship and sharing time) 

Hello and happy soon-to-be Fall!  
This past year the children and I have had many new and fun experiences getting together for Sunday morning “Wor-SHIP” and 
on Wednesday nights. The summer has flown by and it is time to resume our fall schedule again. These recent days it has been 
exciting to work with our new staff members as we plan for the Fall. We have already been discussing creative ways to make 
our time with the children of WCC meaningful, exciting and fun for the upcoming season!  
 

We will continue to meet on Wednesday evenings, but with a little twist! Our schedule has changed in hopes to have a more 
intentional time a for an inter- generational gathering and worship time. As in the past, on Wednesday evenings everyone is 
welcome to join in as we gather together for a delicious meal. This will begin at 5:30. Then at 5:45-6:15 the children are invited 
(and encouraged) to join Dimitri for a lively time of children’s choir. Dessert will be served to them in the choir room 
afterwards. The adults are welcome to sit and enjoy conversation and a calm meal together. At 6:30 EVERYONE is invited 
(and encouraged) to gather together in the Upper Room for Wednesday Worship. This will be a time for ALL ages to sing and 
have fun together, read the Bible together, share thoughts and ideas with each other, as well as pray together.  
 

Last Fall we enjoyed getting to know one another a little better with an activity called “Take-a-Peek”. Each week a different 
person from our church family presented a little something to the group that allows us to have a little peek into their lives – we 
have learned some very interesting things! We will continue this activity! If you are interested in sharing a bit about yourself, or 
have a special story you would like to share, please contact me! You are very welcome to do so! Then at 7:00 the children will 
go to both gym and art activities, the adults to either choir, book group or bible study. If a family has little ones and feel the 
evening is getting late, this is a perfect time to head home!  
 

Sunday morning Children’s Worship will also be tweaked a bit! We will continue to be a part of the beginning of each service 
in the sanctuary. Then I will meet them at the back of the sanctuary and we will walk together to our Wor- SHIP. Once each 
month, the children will be divided into two age groups for the lesson/story time. This will allow the groups to be smaller. Each 
group will have a differentiated lesson geared to their age and interest level. Linda Johnson will continue to share her musical 
talent and knowledge with the kids. She will plan music and provide opportunities for the children to play a variety of 
instruments, teach and sing songs, and even fit a little “movement” into the morning!  
 
Something new for Sunday morning! You will find brightly colored Worship Bags in the Narthex! These are for children 4 
years – 4th grade and are meant to enhance their worship experience while in the sanctuary. Bags can be brought up by the 
children to the Wor-SHIP when they are dismissed.  
 

We want to keep our children safe and accounted for! Keeping this in mind, at the end of our worship time the children will 
now be released from the Wor- SHIP room as a group. We (the children and I) will make our way down to the narthex together, 
where parents/guardians can collect their child. I appreciate you honoring this new system. If you need to take your child before 
the service is over, please come to the room to get them.  
 

I hope your child has been able to find a good book and a comfy spot to enjoy in the updated children’s Garden of Read’in! 
This is a special place and it is encouraged that parents assist/ask their children to “clean-up” after themselves and as we do at a 
campsite – leave it as clean or cleaner than you found it!! BTW, there are also some new titles just for parents – be sure to take 
a look!  
 
I’m excited to be a part of the children’s lives at Winnetka Covenant Church. “We” are blessed with very special kids in our 
church and I consider it an honor and a privilege to be a part of their church family and (hopefully) even their friend! Your 
family is in my thoughts and prayers.             Thank you, Melissa Nelson  

For Kids! 
5:45-6:15:  Music 4 Kids (eat dinner first) 
6:15-6:30:  Kids Gather (in the Upper Room)  
6:30-7:00:  Wednesday Worship 
7:00-7:40:  Crafts and Games:  divide into two   
   groups (4-years – 2nd grade, grades 3-5) and spend      
   20 minutes each in the gym and in the art room. 

For Youth!  
(Jr. and Sr. High) 
Come eat dinner with 
your friends, join 
Wednesday Worship, 
then hangout/do 
homework in the youth 
office. 

For Adults! 
6:15-7:00:  Bell Choir Practice 
6:30-7:00:  Wednesday Worship 
7:00:  Options for adults: 
   Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
   Parent Fellowship, Upper Room 
   Bible Study/Book Group, Prayer Room 
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Mission Opportunities 
 

A Just Harvest – September 7th and 21st at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to 
join the cooking crew.  On the 21st  we are also asked to send a crew to go to the Kitchen to serve.  They depart from church at 
4:30 and return at about 7:00.  Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Volunteer to help repackage food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository 
each month, 9:00 – 11:45 a.m.  Our next volunteer day is Saturday, September 16th.  Volunteers must register and sign up 
online ahead of time (http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/).  Contact Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O’Donovan with questions or 
for help with signing up. 
 

Fall Work Trip 2017 –  
 Who:  Anyone!  Senior High Students, Individuals, Families and Friends 
 When:  October 20-22, 2017 
 Where:  Covenant Mountain Mission Bible Camp (CMMBC) in Jonesville, VA 
 Cost:  Food and supplies for work projects will be covered by money raised at the Rummage Sale and Mission Committee  

funds.  Participants will be responsible for the cost of food during travel as well as a minimal amount for extra 
activities, and travel expenses.  Carpooling will be coordinated and the estimated driving time to CMMBC is 9 hours. 

 What:  Work projects will be determined based on the number of participants and their specific skills.  Possible projects  
  may include light construction, landscaping, maintenance, cleaning, plumbing, electrical, and painting. 
 Why CMMBC and Appalachia?:  Winnetka Covenant Church has supported CMMBC since the 1980’s with youth  

group trips and intergenerational work trips.  CMMBC offers affordable summer camp opportunities for the young 
people of Lee Country, VA and the surrounding area.  They rely largely on volunteers to staff the camps and to 
improve and maintain their facilities.  We have the opportunity to come alongside them and help carry out their 
mission, which is: 

To worship God and enjoy Christian fellowship and discipleship in the midst of his beautiful creation.  To 
present the gospel of Jesus Christ to youth, adults, and families through the outreach and community 
involvement of our camp. 

 Interested?:  Contact Cindy Buettgen or the church office. 
 

Service Opportunities 
 

Wednesday Night Dinners - It’s that time again and we need your help.  Wednesday dinners begin with a kick-off 
cook-out on Sept 13th.  Please join us as we begin a new season in our life together.  The rest of September is covered both in 
chefs and shoppers, so no worries yet.  But we would greatly appreciate your help from October through May.  Can you prepare 
dinner?  Do you prefer to be a shopper?  Please give some consideration to how you can help out with this wonderful 
opportunity to serve, eat and fellowship with us.  As in the past, dinner will be $5.00 per person/$10.00 per family.  Can’t beat 
the price!  
 
Please see Kitti Steiner if you can help.  We will have a signup sheet posted in the kitchen for your convenience.  If you prefer, 
we have an online signup as well.  Check the church website or contact Joan in the church office for the link to the signups for 
both cooks and shoppers.  
 
Thank you in advance for participating in this wonderful service and sharing opportunity.   

See you in the kitchen,  
Kitti Steiner 

Blood Drive on September 23 – LifeSource will be at Winnetka Covenant Church on Saturday, September 23rd from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Anyone who can donate blood is invited to come to the Upper Room and participate.  Please invite your 
friends and neighbors to donate.  It only takes a short time.  Prepare for your donation by eating well and staying hydrated.  If 
you are at least 18 years old, you may donate.  If you are 16-17 years old, you may donate with signed parental consent.  Please 
bring ID with picture and full name.  Proper ID is required to donate. 
 
Appointments are recommended, although walk-ins are also welcome.  Sign up online at winnetkacovenant.org or by calling the 
church office at 847-446-4300.  Please come and donate to help us meet our goal.  Pray for the people who will receive our 
blood. 
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Trustee Update 
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through July 2017: 
As of July 31, our financial summary is highlighted below. 
 

Ø YTD Financials 
o General Fund Giving through July 31 - $536,769 (4% less than 2016) 
o Total receipts to date are 2% under planned budget; Expenses are under budget by 9%; Operating funds and 

cash are much better than planned. 
 

Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget: 

 2017 Actual 2016 Actual % 2017 Budget % 

General Fund Receipts $616,298 $600,685 103% $631,335 98% 

Expenses $558,300 $612,697 91% $616,246 91% 

Net Operating Income/(Loss) $57,998 ($12,012)    

 
 07/31/2017 07/31/2016 

Cash 
General Fund   $(7,211)   $(60,059) 
Exchange Accounts       72,077     86,461 
Memorial/Bequest Funds*       32,915     29,661 
                                                            $97,905     $56,388 
*Investments 
Memorial/Bequest Funds   $ 136,537 $109,959 
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial       44,463       44,631 
General Fund 0       523 
Total   $181,001 $155,113 

 

Ø Special Thanks 
o Thank you for your continued financial stewardship.  We are slightly behind in giving, however other income 

and lower expenses have provided an overall healthy financial summary. 
o A special thank-you to Dave Johnson, Luke Knotts, and several volunteers who have been repainting the 

bottoms of the church pews. 
o A special thank-you to Colette Quackenbush, Kitty Steiner and Luke Knotts for redecorating Pastor 

Hawkinson’s office.  Check it out!  It had not been redecorated for over 30 years… 
o How about that new children’s library!!!  Thanks to Melissa Nelson for her creativity, love, and special gifts to 

transform our children’s library nook into a fun, welcoming, and interactive space! 
o Finally, thanks to Linnea Johnson for sponsoring the NSSED to use our preschool space over the 2017-2018 

school year.  We look forward to welcoming and partnering with NSSED (details on back page). 
 

The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office.  Please contact Tom 
Sharp, WCC Treasurer or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions.  
 

Covenant Companion 
Our own magazine, the Covenant Companion, was named the best denominational magazine at the annual Evangelical Press 
Association convention for the second year in a row. The church provides subscriptions to the Companion for each of our 
member families, at a cost of $18 per subscription.  If you are able to reimburse the church for this cost it is much appreciated.  
If you would like to give an additional donation to cover the subscription cost for someone else who might not be able to pay 
for it right now, that is also much appreciated.  This magazine is a valuable way to stay connected to the larger denomination. 

Sunday, September 10th – Our First All-Church Photo! 
Get ready!  Right after our Fall kickoff service on Sunday, September 10th, we’ll gather on our front church steps for an all-
church photo.  Why, you ask?  Your Outreach Committee is right now revamping the church website to give it new life, and 
we’re staging an all-church “welcome” photo as part of our message to the community.  Everybody is encouraged to come!  
After the photo is taken, we’ll all head to the fellowship hall for lunch.  Also, a big thank-you to our own Scott Edwards, 
who is donating his time and talents to take these photos to help give our church website a fresh new look. 
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.  
They all welcome new participants at any time. 
 

Moms Together – The Moms’ Group will meet Friday, 
September 8th from 10:00-11:30 a.m.  Join us around the 
coffee table in the narthex as we kick off the new year.  
Invite your friends to join us.  The discussion this month 
will revolve around the tension between the promise of new 
beginnings that September brings and the anxiety those 
promises bring with them.  Childcare is provided.  Please 
let Judi Geake or the church office know the number of 
children you will bring so we have enough volunteers. 

Next Chapter meets on a semi-regular basis, 
occasionally spontaneously, for a variety of programs and 
social events.  Loosely identified as recently retired or 
empty nesters, these are women with time to seek and enjoy 
the company of other women. 
 
We will meet in the Upper Room at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 26th for a getting-to-know-you fall kickoff. 
Watch your e-mail for more information.  
 
In the past year we heard a physician speak about new 
approaches to heart health, heard artists from the 
congregation explain their work, saw a slide show by a 
member about her time as a volunteer in Africa, and 
discussed a video presentation on the humor of aging.  We 
have spontaneously visited resale shops and laughed over 
lunch, attended an afternoon movie and discussed it over 
tea, and had a book discussion over dinner in a private 
home.  We also did a service project stuffing tray favors 
with Christmas Candy for Three Kings Day at the 
Community Kitchen.  Programs are announced by e-mail 
and you attend those that interest you when you are 
available.  All involve lots of conversation!  Contact Judi 
Geake and let her know if you’d like to be on the e-mail list 
to be informed about all events. 

Women’s Ministries 
 
Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second Thursday 
of each month for fellowship and service.  Watch the weekly 
bulletins for location of the meeting. 
 
Sharing Group  - We cordially invite all WCC women to 
join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon 
for lunch and fellowship.  We will meet on September 28th 
at Baker’s Square.  You’ll enjoy the fellowship.  Contact 
Marian Eckhardt with questions. 
 
Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer, 
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of 
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome to 
come with or without a project. This month’s meeting will be 
September 19th.   
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study – will begin 
on September 12th at 9:30.  This fall we will take on a 
challenging 13-week study in the book of JOB.  It is a book 
that brings us face to face with the personal and perplexing 
question of why meaningless and senseless tragedy comes into 
our lives.  This study is not just about Job and us but 
ultimately about God.  Join us as we seek out timeless truths 
from one of the Bible’s oldest books.  Coffee and 
conversation always!  Study Guides will be available in 
class.  Questions:  Contact Joann Larson.  

 

The Moms’ Group is looking for a regular, paid 
childcare worker one Friday a month (normally the 
second Friday) from 9:45-11:45.  There are always 
church volunteers to help out, but we need one 
consistent presence for the young children.  Call Judi 
Geake if you are interested or know someone who might 
be. 

Memoir Writing Group  
(open to men and women) 
 
The Memoir Writing Group meets monthly on the second 
Tuesday at 1:00pm in the church library. Join us Tuesday, 
September 12, from 1:00-2:30pm. Everyone is welcome. No 
need to write the first time you attend if you just want to see 
what the group is all about. We are getting family stories 
down in writing in order to pass them on to future 
generations. This month's prompt...Did you, or anyone in 
your family, ever play a musical instrument? There are 
many aspects to this topic. Were you good, bad, horrible? Did 
you take lessons? Did you endure performances...or did you 
look forward to performing! Did your family support you? 
Remember, the prompt is just a suggestion. You may write 
about anything you wish. Contact Judi Geake or Joann Larson 
with questions!  
 

Fall Retreat Opportunities at Covenant Point 
September 15-17 – Silent Directed Retreat 
September 22-24 – Women’s Retreat 
October 12-15 – Fiber Arts Retreat (quilting, knitting, etc.) 
October 12-15 – Fall Outdoors Retreat (hunt, fish, hike, explore) 
December 27 – January 1 – Christmas Camp (for all families, friends & individuals) 
Information for each of these retreats can be found on the bulletin board in the main hallway. 
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Family News              

Mailbox  Those of you who prayed for my friend Greg Lesiecki 
will be happy to know that he is celebrating the one-year 
anniversary of a successful bone marrow transplant that 
was flown in from Poland.  Greg was diagnosed with a high 
risk myelodysplasia syndrome cancer and underwent 
aggressive chemotherapy.  Our church held a bone marrow 
registry drive, and while no-one at WCC was a match, Greg 
and his extended family really appreciated your prayers 
and support.  Check out the “Be the Match” web site for 
more information on this life-saving process.  With much 
gratitude for this caring church family. 
       Mary Beth Molenaar 

• Beth and Matt Braun, on the birth of their 
daughter, Ingrid Jennie, on July 5th in 
Minnesota.  She weighed 8 lb., 10 oz and 
was 20 inches at birth.  Ingrid is welcomed 
at home by her sisters, Malin and Elsa.  Her 
grandparents are Bob and Jan Braun and 
Marion Drimalla is her great-grandmother. 

• Congratulations to Brad Johnson & 
teammates for winning the Championship 
for the 13-year-old A1 division of New 
Trier baseball.  Brad is the son of Brian & 
Stephanie Johnson, the brother of Brett and 
the grandson of Norm & Sharon Johnson.  
Way to go Brad!! 

 Congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Kathleen O’Donovan and Salvatore LaGrasso,  who were 
married on July 1.  Kathleen is the daughter of Martin & 
Debbie O’Donovan. 

• Tyler Nelson and Siobhan Larsen, who were recently 
engaged.  They are planning a May, 2018 wedding.  Tyler is 
the son of Peter and René Nelson. 

• Misse and Aaron Kaat, on the birth of their son, Gregory 
Irving, on June 26th.  Gregory weighed 9 lb., 8 oz. and was 
22½ inches at birth.  He joins his siblings, Lily, Phillip and 
Ame at home. 

• Emily and Ian Chernisky, on the birth of their son, Gunnar 
Robert, on June 30th, in Colorado.  Gunnar was 5 lb., 1 oz. 
and 19 inches long.  He joins his brother, Magnus at home.  
Tim & Kris Johnson are his grandparents. 

 Thank you, church family, for your love 
shown to me and my family as we said good 
bye to my Dad.  Your care is genuine and we 
are blessed to be a part of this congregation. 
   Hugh, Nancy,  
   Evan, Maren, and Eliza Magill 

Next Steps in our LGBTQ Conversation:  Crafting a Statement 
Please join us after dinner on October 4 to continue our discussion about welcoming all people into our church with a particular 
emphasis on LGBTQ persons.  We will meet in small groups to read over a variety of statements that other churches have put 
together for the purpose of beginning the discernment process of what should be included in a WCC statement. 
 

In June, we met for the 8th conversation about LGBTQ people and our church.  During that meeting we summarized all we had 
discussed and put together a list of questions to lead us forward.  The list is long, and that is good!  For the complete list, please 
contact Polly McClellan.  Below is a summary of the “threads” which wove their way through.  
Threads that are apparent: 

1) We need a WCC statement for ourselves 
2) Welcoming 

a. What language do we use? 
b. What does it look like?  What does it feel like? 
c. How do we consider the youth of our church in terms of how we talk about LGBTQ, how we support 

LGBTQ, and how we welcome LGBTQ individuals?  (Would an LGBTQ youth feel “safe,” “welcome,” 
“free” to ask questions?) 

3) How do we proceed together even with our different “reading” of scripture? 
4) We need to keep discussing this issue; we shouldn’t stop 
5) Gay marriage - how can we welcome and celebrate?  Do we want to offer our space – without our pastors officiating?   
6) Discussion about WCC statement/challenge to the Covenant denomination  

WCC 90th Anniversary – This year is the 90th anniversary of our congregation!  We are planning to make a DVD 
documenting our history to show at the Harvest Dinner.  Do you have pictures of the past to lend us to scan?  Do you have skills 
or interest in this area and could help make the documentary?  Contact Judi Geake, who has great enthusiasm for the project but 
very limited skill to see it through to completion! 



 

 

 

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  

1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  

847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
 

To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 
Worshiping together in love,  

Nurturing people in faith,  
Serving others as Christian disciples,  

And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
 

We hold grace as our highest value.                   
We practice honest, open, direct communication.  

We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    
We believe the best about each other,  

valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             
We allow room for mistakes,  

acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

 

NSSED at Winnetka Covenant, a special education cooperative. 
We are excited to announce that WCC and NSSED have reached a lease agreement to provide the facilities to host their Early 
Childhood Program.  NSSED provides special education services to children ages 3-5 years across many north shore 
communities, including Winnetka.  Linnea Johnson will be our WCC liaison with this school. 
Who are they? 
The Northern Suburban Special Education District (NSSED) is a special education cooperative that provides programs, 
services, coaching, and consultation to 18 member districts (Northern Illinois).  The NSSED Early Childhood Program provides 
educational services to preschool-aged children through inclusion support services, half-day and full-day programs.  The 
program design is based on best practices in assessment, intervention, and service delivery for young children and their families. 
 
Each Early Childhood classroom is created as a child-centered environment that is joyful, energetic, and respectful and 
addresses the needs of the whole child.  The children are taught and supported within a trans-disciplinary service model where 
the teacher, speech, occupational and physical therapists, nurse, school psychologists, assistive-technology consultant, and 
teacher assistants all work in tandem to maximize each child’s learning across all areas of development. 
 
Integral to the success of the Early Childhood Program are the partnerships that exist with families, member school districts, 
community preschools, and agencies serving young children with special needs.  NSSED Early Childhood staff works to ensure 
that the potential of all natural learning environments, such as home, community, and inclusive and integrated settings, is 
reached for every young child with special needs. 
 
Use of WCC facilities – General Highlights 

• NSSED class size is 8-12 students; 3-5 year-olds 
• Use of church classrooms #101 and #104 (desk space), plus storage space 
• Use of church common space, gym, outdoor play area, parking lot spaces and occasionally kitchen for staff lunch 
• One year term (with option to renew yearly) – August 14, 2017-June 15, 2018 
• Rental costs:  annual rent $24,000, including daily custodial services, and supplies 

 


