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When Deep Sorrow Comes 
 

The LORD is near to the brokenhearted, 
and saves the crushed in spirit. (Psalm 34:18) 
 
I am feeling this way on a gloomy afternoon.  Unexpected, sad news comes my 
way.  My spirit feels crushed, my heart broken, aching.  I know you know the 
feeling.  You have been there many times, maybe even as you read this!  Life, as 
wonderful a gift as it is, can sorrow us deeply.  Such is the risk of loving and being 
loved. 
 
In these moments there is nothing else to rest in but this, first that the LORD is 
near, close, in proximity, with me in my sorrow, and second, that God saves me, 
sustains me, delivers me, somehow keeps a crushed spirit alive.  So when deep 
sorrow comes, there is a healing balm, and that is the presence and healing activity 
of God. 
 
I’m remembering as a boy when I witnessed the death of a beloved pet, at the hands 
of a passing car.  Frank Odell, the tallest man in the neighborhood, came and sat 
down with me, leaning against the garage door, and for a long, long time, just sat 
there in silence with me.  After a while, he got up without saying anything, to leave 
I thought, but came back with a slurpee from 7-11.  He just sat there with me, so 
that I could grieve with someone else.  He acted on behalf of God there.  He set his 
life aside to come and dwell with me in my sorrow.  He put himself near to me, 
without trying to dwell in platitudes.  I don’t remember if or what the words we 
shared were, but I’ll never forget his presence. 
 
The important lesson is God’s repeated pattern of coming close when things are 
most difficult, when life seems to fall in on us.  The writer of Hebrews quotes God, 
who says “I will never leave you or forsake you.” (13:5)  Last week we sang this 
unique hymn in which it is God who is singing: 
 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river, I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.  (Hymnal, 676) 
 
Sometimes God’s presence and promises are all we have.  And it’s enough!  And 
we cling to the one who will never let us go.  Thanks be to God. 
 
            Peter Hawkinson 
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Christian Formation at WCC 

Children’s Ministry 
Rotation Sunday School 
 
In Rotation Sunday School, children age 4 through grade 5 focus on 
the same theme or Bible story over the course of four weeks in a 
different workshop each week.  They explore the story through art, 
drama, cooking, games, video, and other workshops that help them 
engage with the story in different ways.  Each class has an adult 
“Shepherd” who accompanies them through the year and builds 
relationships with the children.  Schedules are posted around the 
church building so that you can easily know which room your child’s 
workshop is in on any given Sunday. 

 

2016-17 Theme:  Witness to God’s Presence 
 

“Plagues and Passover” 
 October 16, 23, 30, November 6 
 

Theme verse:  “Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go 
to Pharoah and say to him, ‘this is what the Lord 
says:  Let my people go, so that they may worship 
me.’”  (Exodus 7:12) 
 

Workshops: 
Disciples Drama:  Kids will act out the 10 plagues  
 with props as the story is read. 
Thou Art:  The Israelites were instructed to tell their  

children about the miracle of the plagues and 
Passover.  Kids will use drawings and paper 
sculpture to tell the story of “God with us.” 

Video Live!:  Learn about the rescue of the Israelite  
people from slavery in Egypt while watching 
portions of the animated video, “The Prince of 
Egypt.” 

Garden of Eatin’:  Kids will experience a Passover  
 Seder meal. 

Adult Sunday School 

Option #1 – Community Bible Experience in the Prayer Room (see page 3 for details and description) 
 
Option #2 - “Reading for Freedom:  Scripture and Mass Incarceration” 
Taught by Michelle Clifton-Soderstrom, Professor of Theology & Ethics at North Park Theological Seminary 
Continuation of class that began in September, final sessions October 2 & 9 
 
The Evangelical Covenant Church believes that Scripture is central to Christian life and that reading together binds our life 
together.  Do we really believe this?  Is it possible to live out?  The first two weeks, we will spend time reimagining our Pietist 
heritage and the practices that have potential to free us from unhealthy approaches to our sacred text.  The last two weeks, we 
will discuss how these Pietistic readings of Scripture can help Christians address the broken system of mass incarceration, 
including naming some of the theological questions we need to think through anew. 
 
October 16 & 23:  People from our congregation will share their faith stories. 
 
October 30, November 6, 13, & 20 
“How Would Jesus Vote?:  Living As a Christian in a Democratic Society.” 
Taught by Kurt Peterson 
 
As we approach the November presidential election, we will discuss together what it means to be a Christian citizen.  While we 
will discuss the many issues our country faces together, the focus will not be on a bipartisan battle between Republican and 
Democrat, but on the principles Christians should live by in a democratic society.  We will look at historical models of Christian 
citizenship, and explore together how faith might inform not just the way we vote, but the way we publicly live. 
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Community Bible Experience 
September 18 – November 11 

 

This is a congregational experience of reading through the Bible together.  In the spring of 2014 we read through the New 
Testament.  This fall you are invited to read Genesis through Deuteronomy, otherwise known as the Torah.  These books tell 
how one family came to play a special role in God’s plan to rescue the world.  Each person is given a text called “The Books of 
The Bible, Covenant History,” which contains the New International Version of the biblical text in book form, without chapter 
or verse numbers, which makes for a unique Bible reading experience.  Participants read around 8 pages a day over 8 weeks. 
 
Gatherings will take place at the church and at Covenant Village to reflect on our reading around 5 simple questions: 
 What’s something you noticed for the first time? 
 What questions did you have? 
 Was there anything that bothered you? 
 What did you learn about loving God? 
 What did you learn about loving others? 
 

Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in the Prayer Room 
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. in the Prayer Room 
Fridays, 3:30-5:00 p.m. at Covenant Village of Northbrook in the Village Room (north or south to be determined) 
 
Choose one that works best for your schedule in any given week. 

Music Notes 

We continue to explore history through our amazing biblical revelation – God’s Word.  These accounts in the Hebrew scriptures 
remind us over and over again of God’s faithfulness to his covenant with his not-so-faithful people.  Through God’s provision 
of Passover, putting Joseph as Pharoah’s commander to deliver the people, David’s placement as King; the blessing of Samuel 
to Hannah (foreshadowing Mary’s gift of Jesus) teaching us of God’s generous love to especially the humble and needy – all 
these stories teach us who God is – mighty to seek and to save – merciful! 
 
These beautiful anthems will enhance our worship: 
 
Oct. 2 – Lamb of God – Allan R. Petker, set to Faure ‘Pavane’ 
Oct. 9 – Depth of Mercy – David Rasbach 
Oct. 16 – Magnificat – Paul Tate (sung by our women, with strings) 
Oct. 23 – Last Words of David – Randall Thompson (with chamber orchestra) 
Oct. 30 – Who Is the Alien? – Lori True 
 
We are so delighted to have new singers to add to our incredible choir:  Maren Magill, Thomas Martin and Tresor Moolo.  If 
you are looking for an inspirational place to serve and are feeling inclined to this wonderful ministry, we welcome you. 
 
                  With grateful heart, Dawn 

Fall Congregational Business Meeting 

Plan to stay following morning worship on Sunday, October 30 for our fall congregational business meeting.                             
Be a part of the life and decisions of Winnetka Covenant Church. 
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Youth Opportunities 
 

1. Sr. High Youth Group – Sundays, October 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30, from 7-9 p.m., at church. 
2. Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation – Sundays, October 9, 16, 23 & 30, from 4:30-6:30 p.m., at church 
3. Sr. High After-School Coffee – Wednesdays, October 5, 12, 19 & 26, at 3:30 p.m. 
4. Wednesday Night Homework/Hangout Times – Jr. High in the Youth Room, Sr. High in Christy’s office 
5. Volunteering with Feed My Starving Children – both Sr. and Jr. High, on Saturday, October 29, from 8-11:30 a.m. 

 
For more information and details about any youth group activities, please visit the online youth calendar 
(www.winnetkacovenant.org, then select ministries in the side bar and click on either junior or senior high to see a list of up-to-
date happenings, including the link to the online calendar). 
 
 
MATH TUTORING – offer from Paul Christmas 
Any student who is active in a youth group at WCC who needs Mathematics tutoring, I will tutor for free.  I am available to 
meet before Wednesday night supper or Saturday morning after 10:00.   

Men’s Fellowship  
 

At 8:00 a.m., on the first three Saturday mornings of each month, a herd of males gathers in the prayer room at Winnetka 
Covenant to a) drink coffee and eat a tasty baked goody (void of all calories), b) catch up with each other’s lives, and c) find a  
place in the circle of chairs.  The chatter subsides and the “igniter” of the day brings forth a reading from a book or magazine 
that caught his attention—perhaps with a burning question or two about the intersection of daily life and our Christian faith.   
 
Then it happens: a silence takes over the room, a time for some pondering and introspection.  The silence may last several 
minutes, but then someone ventures to break the silence with a personal perspective or maybe a question for clarification.  
Another enters the conversation and then another.  What results is fascinating and often profound.   
 
The varied perspectives and faith expressions from diverse backgrounds and experiences create a wonderful discussion.  Humor 
frequently seasons the conversation. We learn about each other; we learn from each other.  One is perfectly free to not speak.  
The initial topic branches out in many directions, yet is still pertinent, thought-provoking, and testing the faith on which we 
stand.  The igniter has succeeded. 
 
Men of the church of any and every age—you are warmly invited to share in this rich fellowship. The fall season begins on 
Saturday, September 10, at 8:00 a.m.  If you have questions about this gathering, please contact Paul Christmas or Royce 
Eckhardt.  

Area Opportunities 

Safe Families for Children Training – Saturday, October 1st, 8:30am – 1:00pm at Grace Presbyterian Church in 
Winnetka.  Safe Families for Children is a program offering children the chance to have someone come alongside them when 
the adults in their lives are experiencing a time of crisis.  If this interests you, please see the posters on our bulletin boards or get 
more information in the church office. 
 
Timothy Botts: “Live Word Picture” – Wednesday, October 26th, 2:00-3:00pm, at Covenant Village of 
Northbrook.  Timothy Botts, author/illustrator/calligrapher presents the creation of a “Live Word Picture” and Covenant Village 
has invited our community to attend.  They also encourage you to bring a friend.  Please RSVP at 847-412-7008. 
 
Faith and Health Symposium – Saturday, November 12 at North Park University.  This symposium, “Journeying 
Together: A Faithful Response to Addiction” will explore how congregations and healthcare professionals can collaborate to 
respond faithfully to the challenge of addictions, from drugs to alcohol; food to sex.  For more information go to 
faithandhealthsymposium@northpark.edu.   
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Mission Opportunities 

A Just Harvest – October 6th and 20th at 1:00, cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join the 
cooking crew.  On the 20th we are also asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food (see Outreach News below).  They 
will meet at church to depart at 4:30 and return about 7:00.  Contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Volunteer to help repackage food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on 
the 3rd Saturday of each month, 8:00 – 10:00 a.m.  Our next volunteer day is Saturday, October 15th.  Volunteers must 
register and sign up online ahead of time (http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/).  Contact Pastor Andrea with questions or for 
help with signing up. 
 

Fall Mission Trip – Save the Date –  
A group will be traveling to the Covenant Mountain Mission Bible Camp in Jonesville, Virginia from October 7-10 for a brief 
mission trip, helping with needed projects at the camp.  Please be in prayer for this group – for safe travels and for a productive 
time of helping where needed. 
 
 

Outreach News 

“Do you have to do this?”  I could hear my mother’s words in my head as I rushed around trying to squeeze in serving at A Just 
Harvest Community Kitchen last Thursday, between teaching and a board meeting.  I kept thinking that surely someone else 
would show up, but there were only three of us when there should have been at least six.  It would have been easy to listen to 
the voices in my ear saying I was too busy, that other service work would better fit my skills, but as usual my work was blessed. 
 
This week I’m praying for the multitudes we served and especially for the children, that they are safe and have enough to eat.  
I’m more aware of the variety and abundance in food choices available to me.  I know that after hearing about it my mom would 
think it was good that I chose to find the time to help. 
 
We love the idea of WCC’s regular service projects (A Just Harvest Community Kitchen, Greater Chicago Food Depository, 
Family Promise) but it takes many hands and feet to make them happen.  Pastor Andrea can’t do it alone – although I can attest 
that she is able to scoop cauliflower and potatoes with both hands and plate both at the same time!  I hope you will sign up next 
month and consider inviting a friend or neighbor along.  We need your help! 
 
               Mary Beth Molenaar, Outreach Committee Chair 

Benefits Galore!! 
A number of the organizations that are supported by WCC will be having benefits in the next few weeks.  Here is a listing of 
some of the basic information, along with directions to find more details if you are interested: 

• A Just Harvest Benefit, “The Sky is the Limit.”  Friday, October 14 at the Kenilworth Club (www.ajustharvest.org) 
• Covenant Enabling Residences of Illinois, “Fall Harvest Gala.”  Sunday, October 23 in Oak Forest 

(www.cerofillinois.org). 
• Cornerstone Community Outreach Evening Celebration.  Wednesday, October 26 in Chicago (773-506-5396 x12) 
• 4th Annual Lumunos Fundraiser at Pinstripes in Northbrook, Sunday, November 6 from 4:30-7:30 p.m.  As always, 

there will be wonderful food, beverages, a silent auction, and bocce for those with a competitive bent.  For you folks 
who just want an enjoyable evening out, come and share a beverage, good conversation, and the silent auction.  The 
items this year include gift baskets (get your Christmas shopping done early), dinners, Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
outings, Cubs tickets, and much, much more.  Tickets are still just $40 for an individual or purchase the ever-popular 6-
pack for $210 and bring several couples to enjoy the evening.  The tickets include the aforementioned hearty appetizers 
and a beverage.  So, please come and join Executive Director Doug Wysockey Johnson and members of the board of 
directors for a night of fellowship and fun. 
 
For more information, or to donate a silent auction item, contact Gary Isaacson or Peter Nelson.  



 6 

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.  
They all welcome new participants at any time. 
 

Moms Together – Join an information group of mothers 
and enjoy conversation around the coffee table.  Topics of 
conversation include parenthood & family relationships, 
and God’s involvement in both.  The Mom’s Group meets 
the first Friday of each month from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 
Feel free to invite your friends to join the conversation 
around the coffee table.  Childcare will be provided but 
please call the church with reservations to assure we 
have enough child-care workers.  The church office will 
take child-care reservations (847-446-4300). 
 

Memoir Group – Listening to Each Other’s Stories – 
Helen Cepero, in the introduction to her book Christ-
Shaped Character; Choosing Love, Faith, and Hope says: 
“Living fully alive in Christ is about claiming an identity.”  
She goes on to say, “An identity is formed not just by 
doctrine or prescription, or even insight and stated values, 
but by stories that we live, and those that are told to us.” 
It is not too late to join the memoir writing group that meets 
the second Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m.  Even if 
you’ve never written about your life, come hear the stories 
of others and be tempted to write your own!  If you missed 
September you missed the story of a prominent church 
member who spent a week of vacation unknowingly being 
‘best friends’ with a big rock star!  Intrigued?  When we 
hear each others’ stories they become a part of our story.  
When we tell our story to another, it becomes part of their 
story.  Come join us on October 11th in the church library as 
we share our stories.  For this month, choose a picture (one 
that may be on display in your house) and tell us the story 
behind it.   
 

Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second Thursday 
of each month for fellowship and service.  Watch the 
weekly bulletins for location of the meeting. 
 

Sharing Group – We cordially invite all WCC women 
to join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 
noon for lunch and fellowship.  We will meet on October 
27th at Baker’s Square.  You’ll enjoy the fellowship. 

Women’s Ministries 
 
 
 
Recently Retired Women Group – Watch the weekly 
bulletins for events and activities that will be scheduled for 
this group.   
 
Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer, 
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of Cindy 
Buettgen.  New participants are always welcome to come with 
or without a project. This month’s meeting will be October 
18th.  
 
Thursday Discussion/Book Group – the Thursday 
women’s discussion group has resumed, meeting from 1:00-
2:30 p.m. each week.  Newcomers are welcome.  In the weeks 
prior to the October release of Barefoot (see note p7) we will 
discuss the book Chasing Francis: A Pilgrim’s Tale by 
Morgan Cron.  It is a fictional account of a mega-church 
pastor who loses his faith in God and struggles to find it again 
on a life-changing journey to Italy with a group of Franciscan 
friars.  Books available in the office.  When Barefoot arrives 
we will resume following the lives and spiritual journeys of 
Meg, Hannah, Clarissa, and Mara.  Questions?  Call Judi 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study – No other book of the 
Bible has led to more controversy than Revelation.  Nothing 
in Scripture has the same colorful language, the perplexing 
symbolism, the mystery, and fascinating predictions as this 
book.  Despite the confusion that often surrounds Revelation, 
God promises great blessing to those who study this book and 
who heed its message.  So don’t miss out on the blessing!  
Join us as we search this book and sort out some of its 
complicated details.  Study guides will be available in class.  
We begin at 9:30 a.m. but you can come early for coffee and 
catch-up conversation.  Questions:  call Joann Larson  
 

 

 
Covenant Women Fall Meeting 

All women of the church are invited to join us in the Upper Room on Monday, October 24th at 7:00 for our Fall Meeting.  Karla 
Fogel will speak, sharing with us about her mission trips to India and the medical care provided by her teams, which have 
included student nurses from North Park University. 
 

Women’s Retreat, February 10-12, 2017 
Plan to join us at Covenant Harbor in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin on February 10-12, 2017.  We are excited to have Denise 
Johnson as our speaker this year.  Registration for the retreat will begin October 16 in the narthex following morning worship. 
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Family News & Address Changes     

Mailbox  The Mission Committee would like to 
thank all those that participated in and 
supported the Second Annual International 
Dinner on September 17.  Special thanks to 
Dawn Pegis for the inspiration for the dinner 
and many hours of time dedicated to it.  Thanks 
to Andrea Johnson for helping with the 
presentation.  Thanks to Joan Wallgren and 
Judy Isaacson for office support. 
 Over $2,484 was raised for this event, and 
will be distributed among our missionaries and 
missions. 

Watch for an updated directory, planned to be available next 
week.  If you have any changes – new e-mail address, add a 
cell phone, drop your landline, etc. please send to 
wccjoanwallgren@gmail.com. 
 
If you live out of the area and would like a directory mailed to 
you, please e-mail Joan Wallgren. 
 

 

Congratulations and best wishes to: 

• Jess and Jonathan Fogel, who welcomed a son, 
Matthew James Fogel on Tuesday, September 13.  
Matthew weighed 6 pounds, 7 ounces at birth.  
Karla and Steve Fogel are his proud grandparents. 

• Catie Shelton (wife of Mark, daughter-in-law of 
Bernie and Joyce) was awarded a PhD in Molecular 
Genetics, Biochemistry & Microbiology from the 
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine on 
August 6.  Shortly after the graduation Catie and 
Mark moved to Lawrence, Kansas, where Catie has 
accepted a research and teaching position at the 
University of Kansas in Lawrence. 

My dear friends, 
 Words fail me to adequately thank you for the 
loving support shown me during my recent stay at 
Brandel.  Thanks to the pastors for their visits and to 
you all for the wonderful ways you chose to remember 
me. 
 I am truly thankful to God for His love and the 
assurance that He was with me all the way. 
      Again, thanks, 
      Marian Eckhardt 

Notices and Requests 

Calling Grandparents and Friends 
 

The Mom’s group needs several volunteers each month to 
assist our paid nursery helper, Toni.  The group meets the first 
Friday of each month from 9:30-11:00.  If you are willing to 
be on a list of volunteers for the first Friday of the month, 
please call the church office or see Judi Geake. 
 
Covenant Companion 
 

WCC participates in the every-member plan of the Covenant 
Companion.  This means that we provide subscriptions for 
each of our member families at a reduced rate of $18.00.  If 
you are able to reimburse the church for the cost of your 
subscription it is appreciated.  This can be done online or in 
the Sunday morning offering. 
 
In any case, be sure to read this award-winning magazine.  In 
the latest issue, there is an article written by Judi Geake, an 
interview that she conducted with author Sharon Garlough 
Brown.  The issue before that included a column written by 
Cathy Norman Peterson about the ordination of women in the 
Covenant.  The Companion often includes an article or 
column written by one of our members. 

A message from Judi regarding Sharon 
Garlough Brown’s new book – I have ordered 
40 copies of the third book in the Sensible Shoes Trilogy, 
Barefoot, at a 30% discount due to Sharon’s generosity.  
I’ve ordered extra for those of you wanting to give the book 
as a Christmas gift but that may still not be enough books 
for everyone who purchased Sensible Shoes or Two Steps 
Forward.  Please let me know by e-mail and I will reserve a 
copy (or copies) for you.  We will be the first group to 
receive copies of Barefoot in October!  
 
(Editor’s note:  look for Judi’s interview with Sharon 
Garlough Brown in the September/October, 2016 issue of 
the Covenant Companion.) 
 
************************* 
If you have finished reading Chasing Francis: A Pilgrim’s 
Tale by Ian Cron and are willing to share with someone on 
the waiting list, please drop off your book in the church 
office.  There will be a one-time book review and discussion 
later this year but there is still time to read this wonderful 
work of fiction about a man who loses, then regains his 
faith. 
 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  

1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  

847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
 

To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 
Worshiping together in love,  

Nurturing people in faith,  
Serving others as Christian disciples,  

And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
 

We hold grace as our highest value.                   
We practice honest, open, direct communication.  

We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    
We believe the best about each other,  

valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             
We allow room for mistakes,  

acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

 

Wednesday Nights at Winnetka 
Food, fellowship and formation for all ages 

 

5:15 – 5:45:  Music4Kids 
This music program gives our 4-year-olds through 5th-graders opportunities to participate in worship through song and 

instruments.  Practice is September through May in the choir room. 
 

5:45 – 6:30:  Supper in the gym 
A different menu each week and if you need to come late, you can be served until 6:30. 

Adults: $5; Children age 5-12: $3; Under 5: free; Maximum per family: $12 
 

6:00 – Bell Choir Practice, Choir Room 
We welcome new players – come give it a try. 

 

6:25 – 6:45:  Our Church Family Gathers in the Upper Room 
Singing for all ages.  Each night starts with a “Take a Peek at our Church Family” presentation –  
we’ll get to meet or know better a person or family from our church family, “Show & Tell” style! 

 

6:45 – 7:45 
For Kids 

Crafts, Games and Bible Stories:  kids divide into three groups by age and rotate through 20-minute stations. 
For Youth: Hangout/Homework Time 

Junior High in the Youth Room, Senior High in Pastor Christy’s office 
For Adults 

Adult Choir practice in the choir room – new singers always welcome 
Community Bible Experience: Covenant History 

We will read through the first five books of the Old Testament (Genesis – Deuteronomy) in 8 weeks. 
(See page 3 for further information) 


