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Honesty, All Around!
All over the gospels, there’s a common occurrence, when Jesus, who claims to be the
Messiah, is eating and having fellowship with “sinners” – Grumbling, Grumbling.
And Jesus is trying to get the religious folk to understand the grace of God, and that
it’s only by grace that they can find life with God, and that by grace they CAN find
life with God!
In our early Covenant Church days, there was a man in 1871 identified only as “L.
Peterson from Princeton, IL,” who ruminated on this gospel moment that comes
frequently, in a letter to a friend, as they were considering grace together. The letter
ends with this prayer:
May God,
from whom all grace comes,
fill our dead, cold, lukewarm,
empty, narrow, sluggish,
careless, false, hypocritical,
unfaithful, doubting, frivolous,
erring, godless, corrupted,
dispirited, depressed, sorrowful,
GLAD hearts.
I’m struck by that prayer, how it seems celebrative and hopeful, even though it
contains an exhaustive and exhausting list of confessed sins. Guilty as charged!
Honest to the hilt! Yet gladness remains, a glad heart, only because of grace, and the
activity of the God from whom all grace comes. I have experienced it in others, and
myself have struggled mightily with the nature of grace, that it can only be accepted,
never earned, that it can only be received through an honest confession of utter
underserving, and that it is precisely this honest confession that makes grace
understood and thus gladden the heart.
I knew another old man a hundred years later in 1971. I’d watch Milton during the
weekly time of congregational confession for an obvious reason, because the same
thing happened every week: he’d lay his head down on the pew in front of him, hands
folded above him, often with tears, as if in agony, and then raise himself up just in
time to hear the pastor’s words of assurance – “In Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven”
– suddenly smiling broadly as if to someone up in the rafters, taking a deep, deep
breath. Just like that, every week.
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Honesty, I think, gets a bad rap, especially when it comes to being honest with God –
God is, after all slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and more than anything
else, filled with grace. As my maternal grandmother used to say, “Sometimes a good
cry is the best thing!” So consider a brutal honesty before God as the way to a Glad
heart.
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Christian Formation at WCC
Sunday School for all ages, from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Infant & toddler nursery care is provided in the nursery, room 103 (first floor)
2 & 3-year-olds are in the preschool room 101 (first floor)
4-year-olds and kindergarten are in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator)
Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5, in various locations (see details below)
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor)
Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor)
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below)

Children’s Rotation Sunday School
Rotation Sunday School for Grades 1-5
Kids experience a different workshop each week
to explore the Bible Story in different
ways. Check the schedules posted around
church for which workshop your child will be
attending each week.

Unit 2 - Abraham
October 28, November 4, 11, 18
Workshops include:
Storytelling: Abraham will use a sand map to tell about his story of travel
and encounters with God. Create a banner to reinforce our
connection with Abraham.
Art: Hear the story of the visit of the three strangers to the Oaks of
Mamre. Choosing a scripture verse that reminds each child of the
Covenant promise, create a decoupage reminder of our own
connection to the promise.
Moved by the Spirit: Experience the nomadic lifestyle of Abraham and
Sarah as they erect and dismantle the campsite with each new phase
of the story. Ultimately they get to the Promise Land.
Puppetry: Perform the story of Abraham, Hagar, and Sarah using a
“promise” song.

Adult Sunday School 2018-19: “Shalom”
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26
Every Sunday, when we sing these words to one another as a benediction, we are offering a blessing of shalom: may God’s
peace, shalom, be with you. While “peace” is perhaps the most well-known definition, in fact this Hebrew word has a variety of
different meanings, from soundness and contentment to welfare and friendship.
Throughout the coming months, we’ll explore many different meanings of shalom together, and discuss how we can cultivate
it: as individuals, as a church, a city, a whole world. We’ll begin October by finishing our series on Spiritual Practices for
Cultivating Shalom. Come join us for an hour of learning through a video presentation, small group discussions, and
conversation, led by Pastor Jen and members of the Christian Formation Board.
•
•
•

October 7th - study and prayer
October 14th – keeping the Sabbath
October 21st – class break for an Intergenerational Sunday School gathering

Join us on October 28th for a special hour led by visiting speaker Rabbi Rachel Heaps of Temple Jeremiah. Rabbi Heaps will
share with us perspectives on shalom from the Jewish tradition.
November 4th begins our series on Shalom in Times of Crisis and Stress. We’ll be led throughout the month by speakers from
our congregation in a variety of different formats.
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Ahoy and Welcome to the Wor-SHIP!
The Wor-SHIP has set sail on Sunday mornings.
A few changes have been made this fall to enhance the Sunday morning worship experience for our children. The children will
continue to be in the sanctuary at the beginning of each service through the Time With Children. After that is when I will meet
them at the back of the sanctuary and we will walk together to the Wor-SHIP.
Every Sunday the 4-year-old – 2nd grade children will be dismissed to the Wor-SHIP. This year on the last Sunday of each
month the children in grades 3rd – 5th will remain in the Service. We are excited to offer a new series of children’s bulletins.
Kids can use the brightly colored Worship Bags that will have a bulletin and supplies included or take just a bulletin. These are
located right outside the sanctuary doors.
In the SHIP, the kids will be divided into two age groups for the lesson/story time. This will allow the groups to be smaller and
each group will have a differentiated lesson geared to their age and interest level. Linnea Johnson will lead the older kids and I
will take the younger ones. Linda Johnson will continue to share her musical talent and knowledge with all the kids. She will
plan music and provide opportunities for the children to play a variety of instruments, teach and sing songs, and even fit a little
“movement” into the morning!
We want to keep our children safe and accounted for! Keeping this in mind, at the end of our worship time we (the children and
I) will make our way to the narthex together, where parents/guardians can collect their child. If you need to take your child
before the service is over, please come up to the room to get them.

REFUEL on Wednesdays at WCC!
5:30 Dine together
6:30 Sing together
7:00 Read, learn, and “be” together
We continue to meet on Wednesday evenings, but with a little twist! As in the past, on Wednesday evenings everyone is
welcome to join in as we gather together for a delicious meal, beginning at 5:30. At 6:00-6:30 the children ages 4 years – 4th
grade are invited (and encouraged) to join Dimitri for a lively time of children’s choir. Dessert will be served to them in the
upper room afterwards. The adults are welcome to sit and enjoy conversation and a calm meal together. At 6:30 EVERYONE
is invited (and encouraged) to gather together in the Upper Room for Wednesday Worship. This will be a time for ALL ages to
sing and have fun together, read the Bible together, share thoughts and ideas with each other, as well as pray together.
We will continue the “Take-a-Peek” time which allows us to get to know one another a little better! Each week a different
person from our church family presents a little something to the group that allows us to have a little peek into their lives – we
have learned some very interesting things! If you have not shared and are interested in sharing a bit about yourself, or have a
special story you would like to tell, please contact me.
Then at 7:00 the children will go to gym and art activities, the adults to either choir, discussion group*, or the parent group led
by Pastor Hawk. If a family has little ones and feels the evening is getting late, this is a perfect time to head home.
I hope your child has been able to find a good book and a comfy spot in the children’s Garden of Readin’! This is a special
place and it is encouraged that parents assist/ask their children to “clean-up” after themselves by returning the books to the
shelves.
It is such a treat to be a part of the children’s lives at Winnetka Covenant Church. “We” are blessed with very special kids in
our church and I consider it an honor and a privilege to be a part of their church family and (hopefully) even their friend! Your
family is in my thoughts and prayers.
Thank you, Melissa Nelson
*Consider joining us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m., as we continue to take a closer look at one of the spiritual practices
for cultivating Shalom: Keeping the Sabbath. We spend each gathering in conversation based around Walter Brueggemann’s
book Sabbath as Resistance: Saying No to the Culture of Now. Feel free to order the book (available on Amazon) and read
along, or just show up! All are welcome (prereading not required). This study concludes on October 24th.
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Trustee Notes
Trustee Board’s Financial Update
The following information is as of mid-September:
•
•

Total contributions: $593,563 v. budget of $672,334 or ($78,771)
Total disbursements: $621,847 v. budget of $641,850 or ($20,003)

Through August of 2018, pledged giving is $462,246, which is ($55,556) lower than last year. The amount pledged for 2018
was lower than last year overall. Statements were sent this summer and will be sent again in October. Please check your
balance and do all you can to get caught up between now and year-end.
Non-pledged giving is $43,512 or ($32,249) lower than last year through August. This, of course, is hard to predict but still an
important component of our overall giving. For those who do not pledge, we encourage you to consider what your giving will
be in these final months of 2018.
Total giving is therefore down ($87,805) compared to last year, again, through August.
The Trustees work hard to keep operating expenses in line and the church plant properly cared for and to disburse the funds
needed for the overall ministry of WCC. We have been and still are hopeful that we can meet the congregation’s goal of
increasing the amount given to the conference and denomination. However, the current giving deficit will need to come much
closer to budgetary levels before we can consider making such an adjustment. We join the Stewardship Committee in praying
that there will be a renewed commitment to giving here at WCC so that the mission of our church and the church at large can
continue with full support. Please prayerfully consider your individual giving capabilities in light of our overall ministry goals.
Julie Bromley, Trustee board chair

Youth & Young Adult News
High League Event: N.N.W.L. Unite, October 13th: 1:30p.m. - 7:30p.m.
For last year’s High League Families, you will remember an event we did last year with Northwest Covenant & Libertyville
Covenant (N.W.L. Unite). Well this year, Northbrook Covenant will be joining us in this partnership for a day of camp-style
games, service project, and eating dinner together at Libertyville Covenant. It is sure to be a great day for us to reconnect with
other Covenant youth groups that we have been with on retreats & CHIC!
Jr. High Event: Food Roulette, October 19th 5:30 – 8p.m.
There will be two roulette wheels: one with money amounts ($10, $20, $30, $50 for example) and one with parts of the meal
(appetizers, entree, dessert, beverages) and the two categories will be combined randomly…so we might end up having the most
money for beverages, and the least for entrees (hopefully not)! And then groups will go get the food & come back to church to
eat & play games for the rest of the night. This is sure to be a fun & memorable night, so put it on your calendar.
Young Adult Initiative: Apple-Picking, October 20th 1p.m. – 6p.m.
The Young Adults will be going to Apple Hollar Orchard in Sturtevant, WI for a day of autumn awesomeness! Bring money to
buy apples, treats, but know that the beautiful nature & wonderful memories will come free of charge. RSVP with Pastor Joel
so we have a spot for you in our car-pool
Rummage Sale Date Announced: April 13th, 2019
Please put this date (and the week before-hand) on your calendar, because it “takes a village” for us to pull off this wonderful
event. The hope is that all youth ministry families find a way to contribute to making the Rummage Sale happen. More
information will be coming on ways to get involved as the date approaches closer, but contact Pastor Joel if you have any
questions about anything Rummage-related.

For all upcoming information & updates, please:
Give Pastor Joel your email, if you aren’t getting the Youth Ministry Email Blasts & want to be.
Also follow us on Instagram @wincovyoumin
And subscribe to our Youtube Channel: Winnetka Covenant Youth Ministry
And walk into the Youth Room to see our beautiful Upcoming 2 Months Calendar on our Bulletin Board
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Mission Opportunities
LOCAL -

A Just Harvest – October 4th and 18th, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to
join the cooking crew. On the 18th we are asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. Leave from church at about
4:30 and return about 7:00. Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository –

Our October date is the 20th and, looking ahead, we will serve November
17 and December 15 . Please help with this meaningful and rewarding ministry of repacking donated food and then join us
for lunch! Everyone 14 and older is welcome. Please contact Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O’Donovan to register, arrange
carpools, or ask questions.
th

th

Refugee Resettlement Group Forming –

An initial meeting was held in September to learn about a group
forming to help a refugee family with settling into the Chicagoland area this fall/winter. Learn about the process of partnering
with World Relief to provide aid to our new neighbors, and about ways in which your talents, energy, and time might help
further God’s love in the world to these forgotten people. If you are interested in joining this effort, contact Karen Bowen and
watch the weekly bulletins for announcements of the next steps.

Love Mercy Do Justice Group at WCC -

Are you interested in helping hurting people (love mercy), and
addressing the causes of that hurt (do justice)? WCC has begun an informal group called, "Love Mercy Do Justice"
group. Come join us as we build awareness in our church and community and grow relationships as we walk alongside those
who are suffering injustice. As a step forward, some opportunities to get involved.
•
•

A Movie night at WCC: On Friday, October 12, 7 – 9:30 p.m., we will sponsor the showing of “Selma” in the Youth
group room. Popcorn, refreshments, and discussion. A second movie night, tentatively planned in November, TBD.
An informal group is planning to attend Kingdom Covenant Church Sunday services on a regular/monthly basis. This
is a great way to participate through worship, meet some new friends, and help sponsor this church plant.

These opportunities for learning, discussion, and building relationships are open to all. Please join us in any or all of these.
Contact Christine Moolo, Bonnie Hawkinson, Marybeth or Kurt Kovacic if interested.

New Trier Township Food Pantry –

Each place of worship represented on the New Trier Multi Faith Alliance
will be the primary support of the New Trier Food Pantry for one month of the year. October is the month designated for
Winnetka Covenant Church. There will be grocery bags, with a list of items most needed attached to them, available
throughout the month in the hallway outside the church office. You are welcome to take a bag and fill it, then return it to
church and it will be delivered to the food pantry. The items that will be on the list are: *aluminum foil, plastic wrap, and
baggies, *canned fruit, *cookies, crackers, granola bars, nuts, raisins, and other healthy snacks, *cooking oil, salad dressing, and
condiments, * juice and juice boxes, *shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, mouthwash, and toothbrushes. Fresh produce should
be taken directly to the pantry at 730 Elm St., Winnetka, Monday – Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. The Township is very
appreciative of our support and asked us to thank everyone ahead of time!

AREA MISSION SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES:

Wednesday, October 10th at 6:00 p.m. – A Just Harvest’s 15th Annual Awards Dinner.

To
be held at Mayne Stage, 1328 W. Morse Ave., Chicago, the event begins with a cocktail reception at 6:00, followed at 7:00 by
dinner, program and presentation of awards. The cost is $150 per person, with sponsorship opportunities available. Go to
ajustharvest.org for more information.

Sunday, October 14th at 3:00 p.m. – A Little Help From My Friends, presented by Acts of Kindness
Cabaret in support of Family Promise Chicago North Shore. Join us at Temple Jeremiah in Northfield for this afternoon of
food, drink, music, and friends to benefit Family Promise. Tickets are $30 Adults, $10 Kids 13 and under.
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Women’s Ministries
Following are ongoing groups for the women of the
church. They all welcome new participants at any time.

The Next Chapter

meeting will be Thursday,
October 11th at 1:00 p.m. in the Upper Room and will
include Three New Mystery Guests.
“Mystery
Guests” are a way of getting to know more about three
women from our roster of participants. In addition,
PLEASE BRING the name of a favorite book, author,
restaurant, or vacation spot to share with the group.
Enjoy dessert and lively conversation around the table.
Our next outing will be to Krolls Fall Harvest Farm
in Waukegan for their Corn Maze on Monday,
October 15th. Meet Kitti and Judi in the church
parking lot at 10:45 a.m. to carpool. We will stop at
Shanty’s for lunch and plan to be back at church by
2:45 p.m. We had a lot of fun last year, and didn’t lose
anyone in the maze.
Next Chapter welcomes any woman in a new chapter of
life. We also have spontaneous events such as movie
dates or field-trip outings that we announce by e-mail.
Contact Judi Geake.

Friendship Circle – A new name, but the same circle of friends.
We no longer do any quilting, but now meet at 11:30 on the second
Thursday of the month for lunch at the Bistro at Covenant Village
and stay for a time of fellowship. Although we meet at the Village,
all senior women are encouraged to join us. In October the date is
the 11th. Contact Elizabeth Johnson or Gladys Johnson.

Sharing Group – We cordially invite all WCC women to join us
on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon for lunch and
fellowship. We will meet on October 25th at Baker’s Square.
You’ll enjoy the fellowship! Call Marian Eckhardt with questions.

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the third
Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of Marilynn Nelson.
New participants are always welcome to come with or without a
project. In October we meet on the 16th.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study – 9:30 a.m. Our fall study is
"PSALMS, Prayers of the Heart”. The Psalms are beloved. Unlike
much of scripture, the Psalms are human words directed to God.
They are poetry that mirrors our souls. As we pray them together
we will be challenged, guided and comforted in our faith. We meet
weekly and welcome you to be a part of our fellowship. Study
guides are available in class. Questions: Joann Larson

New Small Group Forming: January, 2019 – Looking for a place where you can come as you really are? Seeking a
deeper connection and a safe community? A new small group, for women of all ages, will be forming in January. We’ll gather
on Sunday evenings in members’ homes, for a time of honest and authentic conversation about our lives – as well as fellowship
and prayer. As members have interest, we may also do a study together.
Contact Meg Madvig or Pastor Jen for more information, and/or to be included on our e-mail list. We’ll meet in January for a
kickoff gathering and planning together.

Men’s Ministries
Join other men of the church on the first three Saturdays of each month at 8:00 a.m. for men’s fellowship. This is a time of
fellowship and discussion.

Memoir Group
The Memoir Group is open to anyone interested in getting their family stories down on paper and sharing those stories with
others in the group. Our first meeting will be Tuesday, October 9th at 1:00p.m. in the library. At our September meeting on
911, several people wrote about where they were and how they spent that horrific day … 9/11/01. Others wrote about the
prompt “School Days.” We decided to keep both topics as prompts for October as well. We have all ages and both sexes in our
group, so please join us – even if it is just to observe for your first visit. As usual, you do not have to use the prompt but may
write about anything you wish. No need to RSVP. Friends are welcome, too. Contact person is Judi Geake.

Soup to Share
If you enjoy making soup then this is an opportunity for you. Sometimes when someone is recovering from a surgery or other
traumatic event, instead of a full meal what they could really use is a simple bowl of soup. We invite you to take the
opportunity to share a little extra with someone from the congregation who could use a warm cup of comfort. We would like to
have a ready supply of soup stored in our freezer for that purpose. There are empty, labeled containers in the kitchen for your
use. Please use only those containers. Be sure to fill out the label completely with your name, the kind of soup, the date it was
made, and the date it was placed in the freezer on the “Soup Sharing Shelf.” We will see that it is delivered when a need arises.
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Mailbox
To my dear Winnetka Church family,
Words fail to express my deep gratitude for all the
many cards, notes of encouragement, visits from so many
of you and the beautiful flowers from the church that
brightened my room following my recent surgery.
Most importantly, I want to thank you for all the
prayers on my behalf. God heard and answered and I felt
his constant presence with me. Each day I am regaining
more strength and endurance and hope to be back to “my
old self” soon.
I am so blessed to be loved by this family of faith.
Love you all,
Marji Hanson
Pastor Pete, Choir and WCC friends,
Hello from Army Basic Training! Just saying hi.
Please know that I’m thinking a lot about you all, and
that I can’t wait to come back in March. More later, I
promise! You can follow my progress on facebook: 3rd
Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment “River Raiders.”
Thomas Martin

Family News
Congratulations and best wishes to:
•

•

Mark and Catie Shelton on the birth of
Peter Eric, born on Sunday, September 9th
in Kentucky, weighing 7 lb., 14 oz. Bernie
& Joyce Shelton are Peter’s happy
grandparents.
John Eckhardt, son of Marian Eckhardt,
who was recently honored for 30 years of
service with Universal Oil Products in
Mobile, Alabama.

Thank you to all for your many prayers and cards we
received out of your concern for Oliver, Sloane & James, and all
of us. We will always treasure the days of Oliver’s short life,
and be forever grateful for all the love, support, and strength
our family received from our church family during these months.
Love,
Colette & Kelly
*The following note was received in response to the collection of
food that we made via the scavenger hunt the night of the
Wednesday Night REFUEL kickoff*
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church:
On behalf of the New Trier Township, I would like to thank
you for the generous donation made to the New Trier Township
Pantry in September, 2018. The Township relies on donations
from individuals, businesses and community groups to keep the
shelves well stocked.
New Trier Township Food Pantry clients include families,
individuals, elderly, and disabled residents of the Township who
are in need, or are experiencing a serious crisis at this time in
their lives. Demand for Pantry services has increased steadily
over the past several years. The help that you offer our friends
and neighbors during these difficult times is invaluable. Thank
you again for your kindness and generosity of spirit!
Sincerely,
Alan Goldberg, Township Supervisor

&

Address Changes

A new church directory will be printed and available in the next
couple of weeks. If you have any changes to your current
information, please send them to the church office.

COVENANT COMPANION – Last spring the
Companion was named the best denominational
magazine by the Evangelical Press Association for
the second year in a row. WCC highly values this
magazine and the connections that it provides to our
larger denomination and, for that reason, we
participate in the every-member subscription plan.
We provide subscriptions to the magazine for each
of our active member families. The subscriptions
are $18 a year and we welcome reimbursements
from you as you are able. This can be done online
through the website or by dropping a check in the
offering plate or in the mail, marked “companion.”

UPCOMING RETREATS –
New – Sixty Plus Retreat at Covenant Harbor
Crescendo: Lives of Lasting Purpose
November 11-13
More information and registration at www.covenantharbor.org
Christmas Camp at Covenant Point
Extend the Christmas celebration at camp!
December 27 – January 1
Details and registration at www.cpbc.com/christmascamp
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,
serving others as Christian disciples,
and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.
Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.
We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints,
gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and
challenges. We invite you to join us wherever you are on your
spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church.

Upcoming Opportunities
AVA TRAINING – Saturday, October 6, 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. – Northwest Covenant Church (300 N. Elmhurst Ave., Mt.
Prospect, IL) invites us to join them for a seminar called “How Can I Help?” that will be based on training materials produced
by the Covenant’s Advocacy for Victims of Abuse (AVA). October is Domestic Violence Awareness month, which makes the
training a timely opportunity for us to help victims of all forms of abuse to experience healing. Yvonne DeVaughn, an abuse
survivor who has served as AVA’s director, will facilitate the training. All materials and lunch will be provided for free, but
space is limited. Register by sending an e-mail to CanIhelp2018@gmail.com, providing your name, address, and church name.

LUMUNOS BENEFIT – Sunday, October 28, 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. – In today’s divided world, Lumunos’ mission to help
people live purposefully, faithfully, and in relationship with others is needed more than ever. We hope you can help support our
mission by attending this fundraiser and gathering at Pinstripes in Northbrook. Join us for the fun, and experience the uplifting
Lumunos spirit through good stories, conversation, and wonderful community. Cost is $40 if pre-registered or $50 at the door.

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE – Tuesday, November 20 at 7:30 p.m. – The annual Interfaith
Thanksgiving service will be held at Saints Faith Hope and Charity Church in Winnetka. The featured speaker will be the
Reverend Dr. Stephen G. Ray, Jr., president of Chicago Theological Seminary. As always, all are welcome and singers are also
welcome to join the interfaith choir. More details to follow in the weeks to come.

