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“The Road Less Traveled”
“But all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life, the
lure of wealth, and the desire for other things, so no fruit is produced.”
(Mark 4:19)
Last week I was driving home from church when I ran into some road construction.
As I was following the signs for the detour, I ended up on a road that was completely
unfamiliar to me. I had no idea where I was going, and so I found myself getting a
little anxious. I started carefully reading street signs, looking for landmarks that would
give a clue about where to turn next, and hoping that the cars behind me wouldn’t get
mad that I was driving below the speed limit. I turned off the car radio, silencing the
podcast that I had been listening to.
Then something curious happened: all of a sudden, I realized that this is what paying
attention feels like! This is what it feels like to be alert, to be focused, and to be alive
to all that is happening around me! I began to notice the beauty of the changing
leaves, the smell of the crisp fall air, and the laughter of children playing in a park.
There was so much to see, and I had been missing it. How could I have been so blind
to the joy and wonder of this season?
We’ve begun a new season together. We’ve kicked off a new season of the school
year, we’ve filled our church calendar with fun programming and exciting events, and
we’ve returned to our annual routine of preparing for the Advent and Christmas
seasons. There is much to be distracted by, much to keep us busy and steady on the
familiar pathways of our lives. There is much that could keep us from seeing the
beauty in our community, the joy in our children’s eyes, and the pleasure of being
together.
So I’d like to make a promise to you, my new friends and family. I promise that as we
transition into new seasons and new phases of life, that I will be paying attention. I’ll
be paying attention to our conversations on Sunday morning, I’ll be paying attention
as we eat together on Wednesday evenings, and I’ll be paying attention as we journey
together this year.
Let’s give each other the gift of our attention, so that we don’t miss out on the sacred
moments of connection, the blessings that we have to offer each other, and the fruits
of justice, peace and love that we can produce as people who are committed to
following Christ.
Meg Dowling

Christian Formation at WCC
Sunday School for all ages begins at 9:30
Infant & toddler nursery care will be provided in the nursery (first floor)
Sunday School for 2’s & 3’s is in the preschool room (first floor)
Rotation Sunday School for age 4 through 5th grade in various locations (see details below)
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor)
Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor)
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below)

Children’s Ministry
Rotation Sunday School

Sunday, December 17, 9:30-10:15 a.m.

In Rotation Sunday School, children age 4 through grade 5 focus
on the same theme or Bible story over the course of three or four
weeks in a different workshop each week. They explore the story
through art, drama, cooking, games, video, and other workshops
that help them engage with the story in different ways. Each
class has an adult “Shepherd” who accompanies them through the
year and builds relationships with the children. Schedules are
posted around the church building so that you can easily know
which room your child’s workshop is in on any given Sunday.

The Annual Children’s Christmas Musical: The Light
Before Christmas will be performed during the Sunday
School hour. Come and hear our children sing about the
five candles of the advent wreath and the joyful
anticipation of Christ’s birth!
November 5 – December 10
Children age 4 through 5th grade will be practicing for
the Children’s Christmas program during the first part of
the Sunday School hour, from 9:30-10:10 a.m. From
10:10-10:30, the children will join together for special
Sunday School workshops each week, leading into
Advent.
The children will also rehearse for the program on
Wednesday nights during Music4Kids, 5:45-6:15.

Adult Sunday School
The overarching theme for this year is Reconciliation, based on 2 Corinthians 5:14-21. In those verses we are drawn to the
biblical mandate and invitation to be reconciled to God, others, creation, and ourselves. We hope to explore this theme in
relation to contemporary issues and subjects, including biblical exploration, in ways that will help us more fully live into the
ministry of reconciliation that we have been given.
October 22nd – November 26th: the theme will be Reconciling with Ourselves. These sessions will include conversations
around self care, being in touch with our soul, healing from trauma, and dealing with grief and loss. Sessions include:
November 5: The Traps of Fear, Shame, and Guilt, led by Meg Dowling
This week we’ll be tackling ways that fear, shame, and guilt have negatively impacted our lives as people of faith and how
these three emotions have kept us from relationship with others and relationship with God.
November 12: Healing from Trauma and Abuse, led by Meg Dowling
Unfortunately, trauma and abuse are very much a part of our lives, even within the church. We’ll address the ways that
domestic violence, sexual assault and harassment, and other trauma have made feeling safe and loved difficult, and
discover ways that we can heal those wounds or help others heal from those wounds.
November 19: Grief and Loss, with special guest Professor Michael DeVries of NPU
Michael DeVries is a Professor of Psychology at North Park University, where he
teaches courses in the new Masters of Counseling Program. He will be leading a
discussion on the ways that grief and loss impact our spiritual lives.
November 26: Embodied Faith: Believing in our Bodies, led by Meg Dowling
This session will focus on the ways that we use our body to experience our faith,
acknowledging that we are not simply cognitive or intellectual beings, but also
embodied ones.
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Wednesday Night Activities schedule
Food, fellowship and formation for all ages
5:30 – 6:30 – Supper in the gym (if you need to come late, you can still be served until 6:30!)
6:30 – 7:00 – Wednesday Worship in the Upper Room
(singing, skits, “take-a-peek family,” story and discussion for all ages. A unique intergenerational worship and sharing time)

For Kids!

For Youth!

5:45-6:15: Music 4 Kids (eat dinner first)
6:15-6:30: Kids Gather (in the Upper Room)
6:30-7:00: Wednesday Worship
7:00-7:40: Crafts and Games: divide into two
groups (4-years – 2nd grade, grades 3-5) and spend
20 minutes each in the gym and in the art room.

(Jr. and Sr. High)
Come eat dinner with
your friends, join
Wednesday Worship,
then join Joel in the
Youth Room for “The
League.”

For Adults!
6:15-7:00: Bell Choir Practice
6:30-7:00: Wednesday Worship
7:00: Options for adults:
Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
Parent Fellowship, Upper Room
Bible Study/Book Group, Prayer Room

Attention – All People Of The Land!
We have been having a wonderful time when we gather together for our Wednesday Evening Worship. Everyone is always
welcome! We begin the evening at 5:30 with a delicious meal, organized by our own Kitti Steiner. Then the children are
guided through their “Do-re-mi’s” when they join Dimitri for Children’s Choir. At 6:30 we all gather for more singing in the
Upper Room. This Fall it has been great fun to have Pastor Joel on the drums, Kurt Kovacic & Tom Rivi on guitars, and
Dimitri leading us in song. We continue to have fun with “Take-A-Peek”, when we get to know one another a little better by
having a member of our church featured with photos and sharing information about themselves we man not have known! At
7:00 the children divide by age and go to either art, gym, or The League with Pastor Joel (Jr. & Sr. High). Pastor Pete will be
in the Upper Room to exchange thoughts and ideas during a Parent Fellowship time. Other options for adults, as in the past,
are different Bible Study, Book Groups or Adult Choir.
Coming up on November 29th we will have the All Ages Advent Craft Night! (you may recall, we did this last year). Please
mark this on your calendar!
If you have a fun Christmas/Advent craft idea that you would like to prepare and lead on this evening, please contact me. More
ideas the merrier! As we get ready for this event, there are a few items that I would appreciate you putting aside for me:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

buttons
wood spools
white lace (both ribbon or bolt)
tubes from toilet paper roll
Christmas ribbon
mason jars – any size
old Christmas cards (the kind with pictures, NOT photos of families (I’m sure those are lovely but for this project it
wouldn’t really work!). If you have one or more of these items, please drop them off in the church office.

I would also like to ask for volunteers to assist at each craft table on November 29th. Please contact me with a call to church
or e-mail. I will need about eight to ten helpers (all the crafts and supplies will be provided for the volunteer).
Two things to put on your calendar!
1. Wednesday, November 1st. Leftover candy – uggh! Bring it all to Wednesday Night Worship. We will turn it into
wonderful goody bags to be distributed at the Just Harvest Community Kitchen on November 2nd.
2. La-la-la-la! Wednesday, December 13th the entire group – children, parents, jr. and sr. high will be traveling to
Covenant Village in Northbrook to grace them with singing Christmas carols and a nod to Santa Lucia! Please join in!
I look forward to seeing you at Wednesday Night Worship and at our Advent Craft night!
Melissa Nelson AKA Ms Mel
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Mission Opportunities
A Just Harvest – November 2nd and 16th at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to

join the cooking crew. On the 16th we are also asked to send a crew to go to the Kitchen to serve. They depart from church at
4:30 and return at about 7:00. Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Volunteer to help repackage food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository
each month, 9:00 – 11:45 a.m. We are not scheduled for a date in November. Our next volunteer day is Saturday, December
16th. Volunteers must register and sign up online ahead of time (http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/). Contact Rachel
Rescorl or Debbie O’Donovan with questions or for help with signing up.

Service Opportunities
Wednesday Night Dinners –

Wednesday night dinners are in full swing. We would greatly appreciate your help
from now through May. Can you prepare dinner? Do you prefer to be a shopper? If you aren’t able to help ahead of time
each week we need a crew to help clean up in the gym and kitchen. Please give some consideration to how you can help out
with this wonderful opportunity to serve, eat and fellowship with us. As in the past, dinner will be $5.00 per adult, $3.00 for
children age 5-12/$12.00 max per family. Can’t beat the price! Please see Kitti Steiner if you can help.
See you in the kitchen, Kitti Steiner

There’s a Role for You! -

Yes, we know! Your schedule is crazy. Jobs demand more than eight hours a day, the kids
are in sports and there's homework, aging parents need attention, then there is laundry, shopping, meals to prepare, and that
darned email is continually demanding response. We, the members of the nominating committee, feel your pain, as we all
experience the same pressure. It's time to take a deep breath and maybe give some thought to your priorities. Are you sure you
can't find a few hours a month to serve on a church board or committee for the next couple of years?
The nominating committee is beginning to put together the ballot for the January 2018 annual meeting. There are openings for
the church officers (chair, vice chair and secretary), Christian Formation, Diaconate, Missions Committee, Nominating
Committee, Outreach Committee, Trustees and Worship Resource Committee. When you get a call or email from Bonnie
Hawkinson, Pete Nelson, Kat Knotts, Val Hausman, Rick Schultz, Kathleen Jenkins, Meg Madvig, Jed Bassett or Colette
Quackenbush about serving, don't immediately say "no." Please give it some prayerful consideration. Winnetka Covenant
Church needs your gifts.

Youth Ministry News
Volunteer Work-day, Saturday November 4th: 9AM-3PM
All youth are welcome to help give the youth room/youth ministry office a “breathe of fresh air.” We are hoping that students
can feel more comfortable/excited about the spaces at church that are designated for them & want to use this volunteer workday to kick start that initiative. Please contact Pastor Joel if you plan on coming so we can get the right supplies for the right
projects that our crew can accomplish for the day.

Sunday Night High League Time Change:
Starting November 5th, High League will start at 6:30PM & end at 8:30PM. This is to help families have an easier transition in
picking up Jr. Highers & dropping off High Leaguers, if they have students in both groups. Contact Pastor Joel if you have any
thoughts/concerns regarding this change- we are hoping this is a positive change for everyone.

Student/Parent Informational Meeting concerning OneLife (February 16th-19th) & CHIC (July 15th20th):
On Sunday, November 12th at 9:30AM, there will be a meeting during the Sunday School hour to discuss all the information
currently available for these trips at the moment. Whether you are very excited for these trips or weren’t planning on going,
please consider attending this meeting to learn more about what we are so excited about! Contact Pastor Joel with any concerns
or if you aren’t able to make it to this meeting.
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Trustee Update
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through September 2017:
As of September 30, our financial summary is highlighted below.
Ø YTD Financials
o General Fund Congregational Giving through September 30 - $644,222 (5% less than 2016)
o Total receipts to date are 11% under planned budget; Expenses are under budget by 9%;
Operating funds and cash are better than planned.
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2017 Actual

2016 Actual

%

2017 Budget

%

General Fund Receipts

$738,079

$738,516

100%

$792,725

93%

Expenses

$708,254

$781,141

91%

$793,739

88%

$29,825

($42,626)

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
General Fund
Total
o

o

09/30/2017

09/30/2016

$(34,546)
71,129
7,326
$44,035

$(88,728)
82,902
25,736
$20,036

$186,972
44,498
0
$231,470

$110,235
44,674
524
$155,434

Special thanks to Bob Braun who reviewed the WCC Accounts Payable-Check Registers, Bank Statements,
and Check Disbursements. In conclusion, there were no discrepancies in any area that was reviewed. With a
special note: Tom and Nancy Sharp are extremely professional and the records which were supplied to Bob
were very well organized. It is wonderful and a blessing that the Sharps share their financial gifts with our
church.
Future projects:
o
Nov. 4 – WCC Work Day – there is a project for any and all skills. See Luke for details.
o
The Trustees are looking into a fire alarm system for the Sanctuary and Narthex.
o
Some water leaks and peeling paint have been seen around the steeple on the Sanctuary ceiling. This
is under investigation.

The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Tom
Sharp, WCC Treasurer or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions.

Update on New Cross Project:
Commissioned by the Executive Board, the WCC Cross Project Committee has been diligently gathering information for a
proposal for adding a visible cross to the exterior of our church building. The Executive Board believes this can be a meaningful
addition to our church.
The committee has discussed various locations for the cross as well as design, size, material, and color tone. Two locations were
identified for the recommendation: above the main entrance doors and a smaller version of the cross for our church front
welcome sign. Drawings of the two crosses recommended by the committee were presented to the Executive Board on October
19th and are on display on a poster on display in the church narthex
This project is funded by a special exchange fund which has been supported by the generosity of a church member family.
There will be a presentation to the congregation and vote for next steps on this recommendation at our Quarterly Business
Meeting, on Sunday, October 29, 2017.
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Women’s Ministries

Sharing Group - We cordially invite all WCC women to
join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon
for lunch and fellowship. Our November and December
meetings will be combined for a special holiday meeting on
December 14th. Details will be forthcoming. You’ll enjoy the
fellowship. Contact Marian Eckhardt with questions.

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.
They all welcome new participants at any time.

Moms Together – The Moms’ Group will meet Friday,

November 10th from 10:00-11:30 a.m. Join us for coffee
and conversation in the narthex. Topics vary from month
to month; come join us when you can. Childcare is
provided. Please let Judi Geake or the church office know
the number of children you will bring so we have enough
volunteers.

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome to
come with or without a project. Our meeting this month will
be November 28th.

Service Opportunity – Do you have 90 minutes to
spare on an occasional Friday morning? The Moms’
Group needs several volunteers to help with childcare
on the second Friday of the month from 10:00-11:30
a.m. It is a much appreciated opportunity for young
mothers to get together … and a great opportunity for
members to be of service to our church. Contact Judi
Geake if you are able to help on any of the remaining
days this year. They are November 10th, or December
8th.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study – meets each Tuesday
morning at 9:30. This fall we are taking on a challenging 13week study in the book of JOB. It is a book that brings us
face to face with the personal and perplexing question of why
meaningless and senseless tragedy comes into our lives. This
study is not just about Job and us but ultimately about
God. Join us as we seek out timeless truths from one of the
Bible’s oldest books. Coffee and conversation always! Study
Guides will be available in class. Questions: Contact Joann
Larson.

Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second
Thursday of each month for fellowship and service.
Watch the weekly bulletins for location of the meeting.

The Next Chapter November meeting will welcome Integrative Health Coach, Stephanie Vlahakis, to speak about
Mindfulness, and how it leads to fullness of life. She writes: Stress damages our emotional, mental, and physical bodies.
Mindfulness is stress reduction at its core and is an incredibly inexpensive, powerful, and, with practice, easy tool in dealing
with this challenging and overwhelming issue. Mindfulness is about bringing awareness to thought, especially the incessant
dialogue that can ravage our brain. Learning a few simple techniques to quiet the internal chatter will bring forth clarity and
calm, unifying our body, mind, and spirit and bringing them together in focused attention. When we are thus unified, all is
whole, all is holy and at peace.
Join us on Thursday, November 16, 1:00 pm in the Upper Room

Upcoming opportunities for women –
Saturday, January 13, 2018 – Wedding shower for Jess Engle and Ryan Isaacson. All women and girls are
invited to celebrate the upcoming marriage of Ryan and Jess as we give them a shower here at church. This is a wonderful
opportunity to show our love and support of this couple as they enter into an exciting new time in their lives together. If you
are interested in helping as a hostess, please contact the church office. Ryan is the son of Gary and Karen Isaacson.

February 9-11, 2018 – Women’s Retreat at Covenant Harbor. We invite all of the women to plan to join us for
our annual Women’s Retreat, held at the Geneva Bay Center at Covenant Harbor Bible Camp in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. We
are excited to welcome Meg Dowling as our speaker this year, the theme being “Woman Wisdom: What the Bible has to tell us
about living our best life.” Registration is already underway and will continue until November 12th. Brochures and
registration forms are available in the Narthex. If you would like a form e-mailed, please contact Joan in the office. This is a
great opportunity to get to know other women of all ages.
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Church Life and Opportunities
Memoir Writing Group (open to men and women)
The Memoir Writing Group meets monthly on the second Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. in the church library. Join us Tuesday,
November 14th, from 1:00-2:30 p.m. The writing prompt this month is Thanksgiving. What are your memories of
Thanksgiving growing up? When did you cook your first Thanksgiving dinner? Was it a hit or a miss? Do you have any
Thanksgiving traditions? Remember, the prompt is just a suggestion. As always, you may write about anything you wish.
There are no critiques … we just enjoy hearing each others’ stories. If you’d like to come and see what we are all about, you do
not need to write for your first visit. Questions? Contact Joann Larson or Judi Geake.
*************************

The Associate Pastor Search Committee has been formed, and will begin meeting in November. This committee will be
reaching out to gain congregational input, form a call description, and begin a search early in the spring. Members of the
committee are: Yoojin Choi, Peter Hawkinson, Jon Heintzelman (sr), Mary Beth Kovacic, Claire Macfarland, Brian Madvig,
Lisa Magnuson, Christine Moolo, Lance Peterson, and Kelly Quackenbush. Please pray for this search process, and be in touch
with any committee member to share ideas and concerns.
*************************

Lumunos Benefit
Sunday, November 12th, 4 – 7 p.m. at Pinstripes of Northbrook
Have you ever wondered what the 2016 Cubs' World Series Ring looked like in person? Have you ever wondered how it would
feel to try it on? You will have your chance at the Lumunos Benefit when Wayne Messmer is our guest speaker. He is very
generous with letting people experience that feeling by trying on his ring. You can even take a selfie with the ring and Wayne,
if you'd like. Come enjoy the fellowship of Lumunos, unlimited appetizers, and a casual evening at Pinstripes. No need to play
Bocce, but we have two courts ready if you are so inclined. This year the silent auction includes tickets to many of Chicago's
sporting events, fine wines and spirits, electronics, meals in the homes of church members, and a signed Jon Lester 2016 World
Series Baseball!
*************************

Lucia Celebration Coming Soon
Saturday, December 2nd

Plans are underway and preparations are being made for our annual Lucia Festival on December 2nd. The breakfast starts at
9:00, the program at about 10:30 with the boutique following the program. If you would like to help in any way, please contact
Inger Eiesland-Schultz or Jen Brunzell to find out what the needs are. Contact Jane Rivi if you would like to have a table in the
boutique. We always welcome baked goods for the bake sale and we need people who are willing to bake pepparkakor and
spritz cookies for the breakfast and for sale. Clean tins will be in the kitchen, along with the recipes, throughout the month of
November. Contact Joan Wallgren with questions about cookies. Baked goods for the sale should be at church by Friday,
December 1st.
Reservations for the breakfast will be taken following church on November 12th and 19th. (Adults, $15 and children, $7.50).
Contact Kathy Messina with questions about reservations. Reservations are needed for the breakfast only. The program and
boutique are open to all, free of charge. Rehearsal for program participants will be Monday, November 27th at 6:00.
*************************

New Directories
There are no directory address changes this month because new directories were just finished and are available in the narthex.
If you live at a distance from the church and would like a directory mailed, please let the church office know. Members and
regular attenders who have member portals on the website are able to access the directory information online.
*************************

Networks by e-mail
Everyone has different preferences and we want to make sure you are all receiving the Network in the format you are most
likely to read.
If you would prefer to get your Network by e-mail, please contact Joan in the office
(wccjoanwallgren@gmail.com) to be added to the e-mail list.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Tuesday, November 21st, 7:30 p.m.
Winnetka Covenant Church
This year our church is hosting this annual service. This is our chance to show hospitality to our community. Please mark your
calendar and plan to attend. See Denise Johnson or Judi Geake if you have questions or to offer your help.
There are opportunities for you to participate. The choir will join with other choirs from member congregations to sing for the
service and would welcome any additional singers from our church. We need ushers and greeters to welcome and direct our
guests. There will be a reception following the service. We appreciate any baked goods or other food items you can provide.
The speaker this year is Dr. Rami Nashashibi, executive director of the Inner-City Muslim Action Network (IMAN). He
is a nationally known advocate for social justice and human dignity. Dr. Nashashibi has been featured on PBS Newshour and is
a 2017 recipient of a MacArthur Foundation Genius Award. We are lucky to have him as our speaker.
Please make every effort to attend this service as we join together with our neighbors to give thanks for the many blessings we
enjoy.

