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The Way Through, The Way Forward
At Winnetka Covenant Church
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other, valuing others above ourselves as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.
“So we, who are many, are one body in Christ,
and individually we are members of one another.” (Romans 12:5)
These days we’re having some important and difficult conversations about
technology (and the worship of God) and about human sexuality (and the
Church’s ministry to the LGBTQ community). We are doing this intentionally,
because we sense we might otherwise avoid these conversations. This is because we
have different biblical, theological, and experiential opinions about such matters.
Many of us feel, with good reason, that it’s impossible for these conversations to go
well. There’s plenty of evidence, of which we’re all too painfully aware, of
splintering, of splits, of fighting, and judging accusations from all sides.
But I wonder, and ask you to wonder with me, whether these conversations might
represent our finest hour! Maybe hard conversations can witness the Church at it’s
best somehow. There seems to be plenty of evidence for this too. If we come
together as a body of Christ lovers, Christ followers who realize we are mystically
joined together by one Spirit of God, if we commit to ourselves to be brothers and
sisters for whom the love of Jesus trumps everything else, then it can’t help but be
wonderful, and fruitful, and dare I even say fun, or at least life-giving!
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When you see upcoming gatherings promoted for Wednesday nights (human
sexuality) and gatherings TBD to talk further about worship and technology, please
come, please come! Come because you are trusting Christ, come because we are
brothers and sisters together. Come because you trust that the Spirit of God will help
us through, come because you believe that our behavioral covenant gives us safe
space. Come to share your wisdom, and to listen and grow. Come, because the hard
work of community is the best and most gratifying work of all.
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God bless us, one and all!
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Christian Formation at WCC
Children’s Ministry
Rotation Sunday School

2016-17 Theme: Witness to God’s Presence

In Rotation Sunday School, children age 4 through grade 5 focus on
the same theme or Bible story over the course of four weeks in a
different workshop each week. They explore the story through art,
drama, cooking, games, video, and other workshops that help them
engage with the story in different ways. Each class has an adult
“Shepherd” who accompanies them through the year and builds
relationships with the children. Schedules are posted around the
church building so that you can easily know which room your child’s
workshop is in on any given Sunday.

November 6: Last Sunday of our “Plagues and
Passover” unit
November 13-December 11: Children will be
practicing for the Children’s Christmas program
during the first part of the Sunday School hour,
from 9:30-10:10 a.m. From 10:10-10:30, age 4
through grade 5 will join together for special
Sunday School workshops each week, leading into
Advent.

Adult Sunday School
October 30, November 6, 13, & 20
“How Would Jesus Vote?: Living As a Christian in a Democratic Society.”
Taught by Kurt Peterson
As we approach the November presidential election, we will discuss together what it means to be a Christian citizen. While we
will discuss the many issues our country faces together, the focus will not be on a bipartisan battle between Republican and
Democrat, but on the principles Christians should live by in a democratic society. We will look at historical models of Christian
citizenship, and explore together how faith might inform not just the way we vote, but the way we publicly live.
November 27 – December 18: Advent Journey
The season of Advent is an opportunity to do something different. In the Upper Room we will gather at round tables, light the
Advent candles, enjoy refreshments and fellowship together, listen to wonderful music, and reflect together on the journey of
Advent. The children will join us for a joyful celebration on the last Sunday of Advent.
Weekly themes will be:
Hope: God Travels with Us
Faith: God’s Voice
Expectancy: God’s Guidance
Joy: Journey’s End
On Wednesday, November 9, at 6:30 p.m., Rev. Dick Lucco, Executive Director for Ministry Development for the
Evangelical Covenant Church will join us to share the perspective of our denomination and engage in conversation in relation
to the issue of LGBTQ inclusion. Dinner will be at the usual time (5:45-6:30) and children’s programs will be led by North
Park students so all can participate in the discussion. Choir will rehearse at 8:00.
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Music Notes
From weariness of sin I turn at last, O Lord, to Thee, My eyes and heart grown dim from looking long on vanity.
I venture toward Thy radiance then, compelled to come by grace, And in the pages of Thy word behold Thy lovely face.
Refrain: Face of glory, turned upon me, I cannot but Thee adore.
To behold Thee, O my Savior, is to love Thee more and more. --- Eileen Berry
Last week when we rehearsed this anthem I was stopped in my tracks. After hearing the choir sing the refrain I stopped and
asked, "Can you sing that again?" Not because of a musical pitch or notational correction, but because I was so overwhelmed
by the beauty of their voices echoing the text! After starting in unison, it expands into lush 4-part harmonies: to behold Thee,
O My Savior... While explaining my unusual request , singing it again and looking at all their faces, there was a palpable sense
of Holy Spirit presence and power! "Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the midst of them."
As so often we experience in worship, this was a moment even in rehearsal. Praise you God! I know you have experienced this
too 'in your days.' We're grateful to share these choir moments and we look forward to sharing this anthem and the following as
we gather for worship in November.
I am so pleased to introduce a new composer to you. Hyeok Jang, Professor of Theory and Composition at Moody Bible
Institute, who, with his family, is now participating in our Winnetka Covenant family, wrote an anthem on a traditional Korean
folk tune, Arrange. He was delighted to find this tune included in our hymnal. He had never seen English words. He wrote
Korean words to his lovely arrangement for SATB voices and piano on a Thanksgiving theme and translated it into English
especially for us. He will conduct his anthem for us November 20.
By All Your Saints - Jeremy Bankson
As We Sail to Heaven's Shore - Greg Nelson/Phil McHugh
To Behold Thee - Dan Forrest
Look, Ye Saints - Dan Forrest
Arirang – JaeHyeok Jang
Praising God with you, Dawn

Our Church Family Gathers
On Wednesday evenings everyone is welcome to join in as we gather together for a delicious meal, singing and fun, and
activities for all ages! This Fall we have enjoyed getting to know one another a little better with an activity called “Take-aPeek.” Each week a different family has presented a little something to the group that allows us to have a little peek into their
lives – we have learned some very interesting things! The Lord’s Prayer has been the focus of our activities and lessons these
past weeks. We have now concluded this and each child will bring home their own Lord’s Prayer book that they created!
Coming up at the end of November will be an All Ages Advent Craft Night! (You may recall, we did something similar to
this a few years ago.) It will be on Wednesday, November 30th. Please mark this on your calendar! As we get ready for this
event, there are a few items that I would appreciate your putting aside for me:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

buttons
magazines
tubes from toilet paper roll
mason jars – any size
old sheet music
pine cones
old Christmas cards (the kind with pictures, NOT photos of families (I’m sure those are lovely but for this project it
wouldn’t really work!))

If you have one or more of these items, please drop them off at the church office. Thank you so much!
I would like to also ask for volunteers to assist at each craft table on November 30th. Please contact me with a call to church or
e-mail. I will need about eight to ten helpers (all the crafts and supplies are already provided).
I look forward to seeing you on Wednesday nights and at our Advent Craft night! Thank you for all the support and
encouragement you have offered to me.
Melissa Nelson
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Trustee Notes
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through September 2016:
As of September 30, our financial summary is highlighted below.
Ø YTD Financials
o General Fund Giving through September 30 - $677,494 (2% less than 2015)
o Total receipts to date are 6% under planned budget; Expenses are as budgeted; Operating funds and cash are as
planned.
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2016 Actual

2015 Actual

%

2016 Budget

%

General Fund Receipts

$738,516

$754,475

98%

$783,549

94%

Expenses

$781,141

$771,237

101%

$790,135

99%

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

($42,626)

($16,762)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Petty Cash
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
Sabbatical Grant (’15 AMJ)
General Fund
Total

09/30/2016

09/30/2015

$(88,728)
82,902
125
25,736
$20,036

$(83,703)
74,222
125
37,964
$28,609

$ 110,235
44,674
0
525
$155,434

$93,652
49,424
22,611
517
$166,203

Ø Capital Projects
o WCC exterior painting project with Castino Services completed
o Trustees & Design committee looking into having a visible cross on the church front property, more to come
o Plans for Boiler replacement moved to 2017
o 2017 Budgeting process just started, ideas and suggestions welcomed
The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Tom
Sharp, WCC Treasurer or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions.

Youth Opportunities
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Sr. High Youth Group – Sundays, November 13, 20, 27 from 7-9 p.m., at church.
Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation – Sundays, November 13, 20, 27 from 4:30-6:30 p.m., at church
League Night – Sunday, November 6, from 6:00-8:00, at church. Jr. and Sr. High meet together.
Sr. High After-School Coffee – Wednesdays, November 2, 9, 16 and 30, at 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Homework/Hangout Times – Jr. High in the Youth Room, Sr. High in Christy’s office
Sr. High Dude/Lady Dude Fest – Friday, November 18, 6:00 p.m.

For more information and details about any youth group activities, please visit www.winnetkacovenant.org, then select
ministries in the side bar and click on either junior or senior high to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the
online calendar. Christy will be on maternity leave beginning November 1 through the end of January. Any questions should
be directed to Ryan Thompson, Youth Ministry Intern.
MATH TUTORING – offer from Paul Christmas
Any student who is active in a youth group at WCC who needs Mathematics tutoring, I will tutor for free. I am available to
meet before Wednesday night supper or Saturday morning after 10:00. Contact me.
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Mission Opportunities
A Just Harvest – November 3rd and 17th at 1:00, cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join
the cooking crew. On the 17th we are also asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. They will meet at church to
depart at 4:30 and return about 7:00. Contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Volunteer to help repackage food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on
the 3rd Saturday of each month, 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. Our next volunteer day is Saturday, November 19th. Volunteers must
register and sign up online ahead of time (http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/). Contact Pastor Andrea with questions or for
help with signing up.

KICY – The mission committee would like to thank those that contributed to the retiring offering on October 23 for KICY
radio in Alaska. $402 was collected for them. KICY is a radio station operated by the Evangelical Covenant Church out of
Nome, Alaska, spreading the Gospel to Western Alaska and the Russian Far East.

Harvest Dinner – Saturday, November 12 at 5:00 p.m.

Our evening begins with a WCC Talent Show. If you have
any particular talent that you would like to share, contact Pastor Andrea. A potluck dinner will follow. Bring a dish to share
that will feed your family plus five. Dessert and table service will be provided. Questions about the dinner – contact Gary &
Karen Isaacson or Dave & Barb Scheibe. An offering will be taken to provide Christmas gifts for the career missionaries
supported by WCC.

Local Opportunities
Winnetka Interfaith Council Thanksgiving Service
Tuesday, November 22, 7:30, at St. Philip the Apostle Church (1962 Old Willow Rd., Northfield)
The speaker is the Very Rev. Thomas A. Balma, Vicar for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs for the Archdiocese of
Chicago. An offering to benefit the New Trier Township Food Pantry will be collected. If you would like to sing in the
combined choirs, rehearsal begins at 6:00 p.m. Please bring your robe.

4th Annual Lumunos Fundraiser
Sunday, November 6 from 4:30-7:30 p.m. at Pinstripes in Northbrook. As always, there will be wonderful food,
beverages, a silent auction, and bocce for those with a competitive bent. For you folks who just want an enjoyable evening out,
come and share a beverage, good conversation, and the silent auction. The items this year include gift baskets (get your
Christmas shopping done early), dinners, Chicago Symphony Orchestra outings, Cubs tickets, and much, much more. Tickets
are still just $40 for an individual or purchase the ever-popular 6-pack for $210 and bring several couples to enjoy the evening.
The tickets include the aforementioned hearty appetizers and a beverage. So, please come and join Executive Director Doug
Wysockey Johnson and members of the board of directors for a night of fellowship and fun.
For more information, contact Gary Isaacson or Peter Nelson.

Men’s Fellowship
At 8:00 a.m., on the first three Saturday mornings of each month, a herd of males gathers in the prayer room at Winnetka
Covenant to a) drink coffee and eat a tasty baked goody (void of all calories), b) catch up with each other’s lives, and c) find a
place in the circle of chairs. The chatter subsides and the “igniter” of the day brings forth a reading from a book or magazine
that caught his attention—perhaps with a burning question or two about the intersection of daily life and our Christian faith.
The varied perspectives and faith expressions from diverse backgrounds and experiences create a wonderful discussion. Humor
frequently seasons the conversation. We learn about each other; we learn from each other. One is perfectly free to not speak.
The initial topic branches out in many directions, yet is still pertinent, thought-provoking, and testing the faith on which we
stand. The igniter has succeeded.
Men of the church of any and every age—you are warmly invited to share in this rich fellowship. If you have questions about
this gathering, please contact Paul Christmas or Royce Eckhardt.
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Women’s Ministries

Recently Retired Women Group – Watch the weekly
bulletins for events and activities that will be scheduled for
this group. Questions? Contact Judi Geake

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.
They all welcome new participants at any time.

Sharing Group – We cordially invite all WCC women to

Moms Together – Join an informal group of mothers

join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon
for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on November 17th
(date change because of Thanksgiving)
at Baker’s Square.
You’ll enjoy the fellowship.

and enjoy conversation around the coffee table. Topics of
conversation include parenthood & family relationships,
and God’s involvement in both. The Mom’s Group meets
the first Friday of each month from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Feel free to invite your friends to join the conversation
around the coffee table. Childcare will be provided but
please call the church with reservations to assure we
have enough child-care workers. The church office will
take child-care reservations (847-446-4300).

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome to
come with or without a project. This month’s meeting will be
November 15th.

Memoir Group – Getting Our Family Stories on
Paper – It is not too late to join the fun!

Thursday Discussion/Book Group – the Thursday
women’s discussion group has resumed, meeting from 1:002:30 p.m. each week. Newcomers are welcome. Now that
Barefoot, the third book in the Sensible Shoes series by
Sharon Garlough Brown, has arrived, we are once again
following the lives and spiritual journeys of Meg, Hannah,
Clarissa, and Mara. Questions? Call Judi

Come learn about other women in the congregation as we
tell each other our stories in the memoir writing group.
Whether you are passing on a Spiritual Legacy, writing a
family history, or just getting your 'interesting' family
stories on paper, you will love learning about other women
in the group! Some of those stories are pretty funny...at
least I think the story someone told last month of dropping
her sister's purse down the hole in the outhouse was pretty
funny!

Tuesday Morning Bible Study – No other book of the
Bible has led to more controversy than Revelation. Nothing
in Scripture has the same colorful language, the perplexing
symbolism, the mystery, and fascinating predictions as this
book. Despite the confusion that often surrounds Revelation,
God promises great blessing to those who study this book and
who heed its message. So don’t miss out on the blessing!
Join us as we search this book and sort out some of its
complicated details. Study guides will be available in class.
Come early for coffee and catch-up conversation. Questions:
Joann Larson.

All are welcome to join us in the library at 1:00 p.m.,
Tuesday, November 8th. The prompt this month is "Birth
Stories". It can be the story of your birth or a family
member's birth. For instance, How did you tell your
husband you were pregnant? What was his reaction? What
was the reaction of your other children to a 'newcomer' in
the family? As always, you may ignore the prompt and
write anything you want. Come join the fun! Questions?
Judi Geake.

Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second Thursday
of each month for fellowship and service.
weekly bulletins for location of the meeting.

Watch the

Women’s Retreat, February 10-12, 2017
Plan to join us at Covenant Harbor in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin on February 10-12, 2017. We are excited to have Denise
Johnson as our speaker this year, speaking on the theme “Name Tags: How we are Known. Registration for the retreat will
continue through November 6th in the narthex following morning worship.

Lucia Festival, Saturday, December 3
Plans are underway and preparations being made for our annual Lucia Festival on December 3. The breakfast starts at 9:00, the
program at about 10:30 with the boutique following the program. If you would like to help in any way, please contact Inger
Eiesland-Schultz to find out what the needs are. Contact Jane Rivi if you would like to have a table in the boutique. We always
welcome baked goods for the bake sale and we need people who are willing to bake pepparkakor and spritz cookies for the
breakfast and for sale. Clean tins will be in the kitchen, along with the recipes, throughout the month of November. Contact
Joan Wallgren with questions about cookies.
Reservations for the breakfast will be taken following church on November 13th and 20th. (Adults, $15 and children, $7.50).
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Mailbox
The care and concern shown to me and my
family during the recent death of my Mom helped us
through a difficult time. Your cards, prayers, love,
and support mean so much and I am grateful. Thank
you.
Judy Isaacson

Julie and David Bromley wish to thank
everyone for all their care and concern the past
two months as we lost David’s brother and
mom so close together. All the cards, phone
calls, FB posts and hugs in the Narthex have
meant so much to us. Thanks also to the
Hawkinsons for taking Bailey in as we traveled
to WV! You have really been a wonderful
church family to us and we are so very grateful!

Family News
Congratulations and best wishes to these WCC families:
•

•

•

There is an updated church directory available in the Narthex.
If you are out of town and would like one mailed, please send
you request to wccjoanwallgren@gmail.com.

Rob Thomas and Courtney Cameron were
married on September 24 here at Winnetka
Covenant. Rob is the son of Laurel and Chris
Thomas, grandson of Carolyn Carlson.
Anja & Andy Mueller welcomed a son, August
Andrew Mueller, on September 26th. August
weighed 7 lb., 6 oz. and is welcomed at home by his
big brother, Mason. Loann and Lance Peterson are
his grandparents.
Tom Nelson is gong to be the honoree veteran on
the ice for the Blackhawk and Dallas Star Game on
Sunday, Nov. 6th at 6:00. He will be honored when
the Hawks sing the National Anthem just prior to
the start of the game.

Notices and Requests
Calling Grandparents and Friends
The Mom’s group needs several volunteers each month to
assist our paid nursery helper, Toni. If you are willing to be
on a list of volunteers for the first Friday of the month, please
call the church office or see Judi Geake.
Books Available
If you did not pre-order the book Barefoot by Sharon
Garlough Brown, there are now 5 extra copies which you may
purchase for $15 each in the church office.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Wednesday Nights at Winnetka
Food, fellowship and formation for all ages
5:15 – 5:45: Music4Kids
This music program gives our 4-year-olds through 5th-graders opportunities to participate in worship through song and
instruments. Practice is September through May in the choir room.
5:45 – 6:30: Supper in the gym
A different menu each week and if you need to come late, you can be served until 6:30.
Adults: $5; Children age 5-12: $3; Under 5: free; Maximum per family: $12
6:00 – Bell Choir Practice, Choir Room
We welcome new players – come give it a try.
6:25 – 6:45: Our Church Family Gathers in the Upper Room
Singing for all ages. Each night starts with a “Take a Peek at our Church Family” presentation –
we’ll get to meet or know better a person or family from our church family, “Show & Tell” style!
6:45 – 7:45
For Kids
Crafts, Games and Bible Stories: kids divide into three groups by age and rotate through 20-minute stations.
For Youth: Hangout/Homework Time
Junior High in the Youth Room, Senior High in Pastor Christy’s office
For Adults
Adult Choir practice in the choir room – new singers always welcome
Community Bible Experience: Covenant History
We will read through the first five books of the Old Testament (Genesis – Deuteronomy) in 8 weeks.

