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Many Blessings
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits … (Psalm 103:1-2)
Each time we share Holy communion together we rejoice this way, as the taste of
grace lingers in our mouths. The psalmist goes on to elaborate on God’s many
blessings:
Who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the Pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
who satisfies you with good as long as you live
so that your life is renewed like the eagle’s.
The invitation is to remember blessings, and to bless the Lord, as the old gospel
song says: “Count your many blessings, name them one by one, Count your
many blessings, see what God has done.” It’s personal reflection and naming of
blessings, one on top of another, that leads me to praise the Lord.
November invites us to do so. Summer’s distant memory and autumn’s fading
light points toward wintertime on the doorstep. We gather with family and friends
to plot another year of life, and give thanks for God’s bounty. In the Church, we
focus on our life as stewards of all the good gifts of God. We are asked to count
our many blessings, and to bless the Lord (and the Lord’s Church) as we consider
financial pledges and gifts for the year to come.
Two invitations loom now. Saturday evening, November 7 is our Harvest
Dinner when we gather for potluck fellowship and receive an offering to send to
our supported missionaries at Christmastime. And Sunday morning, November
22 we will sing once again “Thanks to God” and bring forward tithes, offerings,
and pledges for the coming year. Watch for more details which will be coming to
you.
May our focused giving these days be welling up from a deep joy as we reflect on
many blessings, and a trusting faith in the Holy One who has been, who is now,
and who always will be faithful and generous!
Peter Hawkinson

Christian Formation
Sunday School for all ages, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

For children, ages 4 - 5th grade –
Rotation Sunday School 2015-2016: “Quest for Identity”
Unit 3: November 8, 15, 22, 29, Dec. 6, 13

People of faith travel a path that includes a struggle between
everyday experience and their relationship with God. In a quest
for an identity, group dynamics can form a sense of inclusion or
exclusion in the community. Jacob and Esau battled within the
realm of sibling rivalry. Joseph and his brothers fought the

From 9:30-10:10, kids age 4 through grade 5 will practice
together in the choir room for the Children’s Christmas
program. Those who are not singing will participate by
creating bulletin covers and sets for the program.

same battle, only to find a place of reconciliation. Jesus
Christ calls us to be a community of inclusion. We forge
our identities as we build community. Each culture
responds to the faith story in relation to their own history
and customs; this year we explore how various cultures
communicate the biblical stories within their own context.

From 10:10-10:30, all kids will meet together in room 203
for a special story and, possibly, a service project each
week.
Mark your calendars for the Children’s Christmas program,
on Sunday, December 13th at 5:00 p.m.

Units this year include: Joseph and His Brothers, Joseph in
Egypt, The Samaritan Woman, Zaccheus, Mary
Magdalene, Easter Around the World, and The Epistles.

2’s & 3’s and Nursery Care –
Nursery care is provided for babies and toddlers, from birth to age 2, through the Sunday School hour and the Worship Service.
Sunday School for 2-and-3-year-olds begins at 9:30 and continues through the end of the Worship Service.
*************************

For Adults – 2 options
“Issues of Faith and Life”
Month of November, in the Upper Room
Large group discussion format, led by Kurt Peterson

Alpha
September 20 – December 20, in Room 203
Small group video & discussion format, led by
Pastor Hawkinson
Alpha is a chance to explore and question the meaning of
life while learning about the basics of the Christian Faith.
Topics include:

*************************
Half-Price Books
If you enjoyed reading Sensible Shoes or Two Steps Forward
and would like to purchase an additional copy to use as a
gift, we have a few copies of each left at $10. After the first
of the year there will be additional opportunities for one-time
discussions so if you haven’t read either one, why not treat
yourself! Let Judi Geake know and she’ll reserve your copy
– while they last.

•
•
•
•
•

Who Is Jesus?
Why Did Jesus Die?
How Can I Be Sure of My Faith?
How Do I Pray?
How Does God Guide Us?

This class involves a DVD presentation and discussion.
Participants receive a personal guidebook to help on the
journey.

**************************
Calling any and all individuals who are interested in participating in a Winnetka Covenant Church bluegrass/string band.
Please contact John Wallgren.
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Music Notes

Aliquam
“It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord!”
‘Please’ and ‘Thank You’ are among the first things we were taught. And a good thing it is since a
dolor.
grateful heart sets us on a good course for contented and generous living. Remembering all the saints
who have gone before sparks a hearty dose of thanksgiving! We get to do that once again November 1. That Sunday we will
sing a new Craig Courtney setting of the Susan Bentall Boersma poem, “The Gate of Heaven.” Craig incorporates the familiar
tune, “We are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder” for cello over a lush, flowing piano. You’ll enjoy the musical sense of being
transported to a heavenly home.
Lord of the cloud and fire, my heart is in Your hand.
From the darkness to the Light. Your will my soul command.
Lord of the cloud and fire, lead me to worlds unknown.
Light eternal, You alone can change the darkness into dawn.
From the darkness into Light, led by the Lord of cloud and fire, at Heaven’s gate I stand.
From the darkness to the Light, led by the Lord of cloud and fire, by faith I stand atbyline
Heaven’s gate, the House of God.
Rise, shine, give God glory.
Lorem Ipsum
Lord of the cloud and fire, I bow before Your throne.
By faith at Heaven’s gate I stand, and find it home, and find it home.
Fasten your seat belts for our November 7 Harvest Dinner program when Captivating Keyboards – the hilarious and talented
piano duo, Scott Griffin and Alan Tripp – will indeed captivate our attention and hearts with their skill and exuberance.
November 8th our focus will be on the magnificent story of the prophet Elijah’s grand obedience to challenge the prophets of the
false god, Baal, to ‘send down fire’ to consume the prepared sacrifice. This is another miraculous intervention of the Lord God
revealing himself to His people and to us. We’ll present two very different settings, each stirring and wonderful: Music4Kids
sing “Send Your Fire Down” and, from Mendelssohn’s grand ‘Elijah’, the chorus, “The fire descends” and “Is not his word like
a fire?”, the baritone solo of Elijah (Dimitri) accompanied by an 8-piece chamber ensemble.
To mark our Stewardship opportunity and celebration on November 15th and 22nd we’ll learn a new David Haas song:
Be a blessing to yourselves, be a blessing to the world for each other: a covenant of love.
Be a blessing with your heart, be a blessing with your lives in communion with God.
November 29th begins Advent! God Coming: hoping in promises!!
May your heart be filled with music and thanksgiving this November as you remember the generosity and promises of God.
Dawn

Harvest Dinner – Saturday, November 7 at 5:00 p.m.
Plan to join us for our annual Harvest Dinner, an all-church potluck dinner which gives us the opportunity to come together to
enjoy an entertaining program, enjoy fellowship together around the dinner table, and participate in an offering to provide
Christmas gifts to the career missionaries we support.
We start at 5:00 in the sanctuary where our program will be presented by Captivating Keyboards. You will not want to miss
this talented duo, Scott Griffin and Alan Tripp, keyboard artists who will be playing dual piano, piano-organ, piano-keyboard,
4-hand piano, and possibly other combinations, of fun and inspirational music.
Following the program we will move to the fellowship hall and enjoy our potluck dinner together. Please bring a dish to share,
enough for your family plus five. Hot dishes can be kept warm in the kitchen during the program. Tableware and dessert will
be provided.

Winnetka Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

This year the Thanksgiving service sponsored by the Winnetka Interfaith Council will be on Tuesday, November 24th at the
Church of the Holy Comforter in Kenilworth. Please watch the bulletins for more information as we get details.
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Youth Opportunities
October 30th – Jr. and Sr. High will be serving with the organization Feed My Starving Children. Meet at church at 7, back by 10.
November Youth Dates
Sunday School – all Sundays (sr. high in Christy’s office, jr. high in the youth room)
Sr. High League (7-9 p.m.) – 1st, 15th, 22nd, 29th
Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation (4:30-6:30 p.m.) – 1st, 15th, 22nd (no jr. high on the 29th)
Sr. and Jr. High together – November 8th, 6-8 p.m., “The League” Night
Sr. High Coffee – 4th, 11th, 18th
NEW ONLINE YOUTH CALENDAR!
Visit the Winnetka Covenant website (www.winnekacovenent.org), then select “Ministries” in the side bar. Click on either Junior or
Senior High to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the new online calendar.

Winnetka Covenant Financial Summary through September 30
Ø YTD Financials – Thank you for your financial support throughout the summer
o General Fund Giving through September 30 - $689,455
o Contributions/pledges are on plan, however we target +5% to prevent use of memorial and exchange funds
o Overall receipts to date are at 2014 actuals. Expenses are slightly under 2015 planned budget
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2015 Actual

2014 Actual

%

2015 Bud.

%

Contributions (only)

$689,455

$688,557

100%

$690,334

100%

Total General Fund Receipts
(incl Contributions)

$754,975

$749,624

100%

$786,183

96%

Expenses

$ 771,237

$ 804,705

96%

$775,944

100%

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

$(16,261)

($55,061)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Petty Cash
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
Sabbatical Grant (’15 AMJ)
General Fund
Total

9/30/2015

9/30/2014

$(83,203)
77,722
125
37,964
$28,609

$(79,536)
105,080
125
6,177
$ 31,845

$ 93,652
49,424
22,611
517
$166,203

$162,112
51,235
0
22,209
$235,556

Ø Capital Projects
o New signage in the parking lot near the handicap spots for the elderly/disabled. These are for those who need
to park closer to the side entrance.
The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Greg
Butz, WCC treasurer, or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions.

Covenant Companion – WCC provides subscriptions to our denomination’s magazine to all of our member families. By
participating in the every-family plan we get a discounted rate of $18.00 per subscription. We welcome reimbursement for the
cost of your family’s subscription. If you wish to do so, you can do it online or drop a check in the offering. Thank you.
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Mission Opportunities
LOCAL A Just Harvest – November 5th and 19th, at 1:00, cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join

the cooking crew. On the 19th we are also asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. They will meet at church to
depart at 4:30 and return about 7:00. There is a signup sheet for this on the bulletin board by the kitchen or contact Jeff Johnson
to sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – on the second Saturday of every month we go to the Greater Chicago Food
Depository to help package food for local food banks. Our work there benefits the North Park Friendship Center. Our next
visit is Saturday, November 14th , from 1:00 – 3:45. The opportunity is open to all, ages 14 and older. Long pants and closedtoe shoes are required. Please sign up on the list posted on the bulletin board next to the kitchen. Contact Jeff Johnson with
questions.

Refugee Relief – Through the month of November we are collecting items to help recent immigrants from the Middle East,
Southeast Asia and Africa as they are settled in Chicago by Heartland. They have experienced a surge in the number of new
families and need help providing for their needs. Please leave your donations in the narthex. If you’d like more information
about this mission/outreach project, please contact Mary Beth Molenaar. The items we are collecting are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

New or gently used comforters, blankets, and bath towels
Pots and pans
Good used winter coats (all sizes)
Good used cell phones (will be wiped clean)
Good appliances (coffee makers, blenders, toasters, etc.)
Baby wipes, diapers, and pull-ups

In addition, children are invited to donate a small Beanie Baby or Beanie Boo for the refugee children by placing in the same
tub in the narthex.

Keyboard Extravaganza – A concert to benefit Family Promise Chicago North Shore and Interfaith Action of Evanston

Sunday, November 1st at 3:00 p.m., at First Congregation Church of Evanston, 1445 Hinman Ave. in Evanston. Featuring our
own Royce Eckhardt, along with Christine Kraemer, David Lornson, Paul Vander Weele, Sheran Fiedler, Kingsley Day, and
Diana Schmück. Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 for students. For more information call 847-475-4267.

INTERNATIONAL –
Karla Fogel has the opportunity to go to India again this January, this year for 2 weeks (Jan. 2-16) with North Park University
nursing students. They will be serving at the Hindustani Covenant Church (HCC) St. Luke’s Health and Wellness Centre in a
rural village outside Solapur, Maharashtra, in Central India. This is the same organization that inspired the high school students
attending CHIC last summer to raise funds to help bring water and new wells to drought-stricken villages in this area of India.
Six nursing students will be going with 4 other students who will teach English in the primary school next to the Centre, also
run by the HCC. The nursing students hope to assist in the outpatient clinics (diabetes care, wound care, and prenatal checks)
and go to other very small villages to participate in health checkups for women and children as well as to do health education
for young women.
We hope to see several of the social service projects of the denomination in the cities of Mumbai and Pune on the way to
Solapur. The experience of seeing the work with the victims of human trafficking and the care of those rescued from this
terrible existence deeply impacted the students last year. The wonderful hospitality of the church leaders and staff everywhere
we traveled made the group feel welcomed and allowed them to experience the culture and Christian fellowship of our “sister
church” in India.
Please partner with us in prayer and support. To give a donation, go to the North Park University website
connect.northpark.edu/giveumin, click on “Global Partnerships Trip” and choose “India HCC (Winter Break).” Checks should
be made out to “North Park University” with “India HCC GP Trip” in the memo line and sent to University Ministries Global
Partnerships, North Park University, 3225 W. Foster Ave., Chicago, IL 60625. Thank you for your prayers and support!
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Women’s Ministries

Women’s Retreat
Exploring God’s Sense of Humor
&
Having Fun in the Process!

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the
church. They all welcome new participants at any time.

Quilters, Knitters, etc. - Meet on the second Thursday
of each month for fellowship and service. Watch the
weekly bulletins for location of the meeting.

February 5-7, 2016
Geneva Bay Center at Covenant Harbor Bible Camp
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin
Judi Geake, facilitator

Sharing Group - We cordially invite all WCC women to
join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00
noon for lunch and fellowship. Watch the bulletins for the
date of the November meeting.
You’ll enjoy the
fellowship! Call Marian Eckhardt with questions.

In addition to everything else, Women’s Retreats are about
building community. Jean Vanier, founder of L’Arche, says,
“Try to play stupid games – any sort. Let us come like
children, to laugh and enjoy ourselves. This is what
community should learn to do – to relax and to welcome
people. And as it grows, it learns to know people, with their
needs, their hopes, and their aspirations. Then it begins to
accept, not judging or wanting people other than they are, but
gradually discovering the music of their beings.

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/ needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson (656 Astor Ln., Wheeling). New
participants are always welcome to come with or without
a project. In November we will meet on the 17th.

At Covenant Harbor this February, we will do just that.
(Well, maybe not stupid games – but fun, nevertheless). We
have only to look at nature and each other to appreciate God’s
sense of humor. Knowing we are created in His image assures
us of our own. Let’s use it! Come like children, to relax, to
laugh, and to enjoy ourselves. In the process we will get to
know each other better – perhaps, together, discovering the
music of our collective beings.

Tuesday morning Bible Study – the 2015-2016 year is
underway, Our study is in the books of Ezra, Nehemiah,
and Esther. In these ancient stories we will meet people
just like ourselves, and be amazed at the contemporary
relevance of God at work in their lives and in their world.
We welcome all women to join us each Tuesday at 9:30
a.m. for fellowship and inspiration. Study guides are
available in the office or on the first day of class. Joann
Larson leads the study.

Registration for the retreat is open now through November 8.

Moms Together – November 6th and December 11th, 9:30-11:00 a.m
Being a mother of young children is both exhausting and exhilarating. Which of those two takes priority can be explained, in
part, by your God-given personality vs. the God-given personality of your child. Understanding yourself is the first step in
learning how to more fully enjoy the parenting journey. A portion of each meeting this fall will be spent exploring this topic
with the help of facilitator Judi Geake. We will also allow time for discussion of other topics as they arise. We normally meet
the first Friday of each month but in December will meet on the 11th. CHILD CARE IS PROVIDED. This group will
continue meeting throughout the spring.
*************************

Bridal Shower
Women of the church are invited to a bridal shower for Christine Buettgen, Thursday, November 5th at 7:00 p.m.
Please help us, as a church, express our love and support to Christine as she embarks on this new chapter in her life.
*************************

Lucia Festival – December 5
Plans are underway and preparations being made for our annual Lucia Festival on December 5. The breakfast starts at 9:00, the
program at about 10:30 with the boutique following the program. If you would like to help in any way, please contact Inger
Eiesland-Schultz to find out what the needs are. Contact Jane Rivi if you would like to have a table in the boutique. We always
welcome baked goods for the bake sale and we need people who are willing to bake pepparkakor and spritz cookies for the
breakfast and for sale. Clean tins will be in the kitchen, along with the recipes, throughout the month of November. Contact
Joan Wallgren with questions about cookies.
Reservations for the breakfast will be taken following church on November 15th and 22nd. (Adults, $15 and children, $7.50).
The program and boutique are free and open to all who wish to attend.
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Mailbox
We would like to thank all of our dear friends at
WCC for the thoughtful notes and prayers offered up
for Phil during these difficult days. After some tenuous
days, even weeks, in August and September, Phil is
beginning to experience more good days than bad, and
has even had enough energy to soundly beat a few of us
at bridge! We have increased expectations for a return
to improved health, and welcome your ongoing
prayers.
Lovingly, Phil & Nancy Prange
Dear Friends at WCC,
I just wanted to express my sincere thank you for
all the cards, messages, thoughts, and prayers over my
recent surgery. And a special thank you to Pastor Pete
for his hospital visits and prayers. Your support was
greatly appreciated during this time and I am so
thankful to be on the road to full recovery.
Barb Blackburn

The Mission Committee would like to thank all who
participated in the International Dinner fundraiser on
September 19th. Thanks to those who attended and brought
delicious regional foods so we could experience the flavor of the
countries where our missionaries serve. Thanks to those who
contributed donations for our missionaries. Over $5,700 was
raised! And thanks to those whose creativity and many hours of
planning and preparation made the evening possible.
To the Pastors, Diaconate & Members of Winnetka Covenant
Church,
Thank you for your cards, thoughtfulness, and expressions
of sympathy during the homegoing of our mother. We deeply
appreciate your kindness.
Sincerely, Rev. Everett & Joyce Jackson
Thank you to everyone for your calls, cards, visits, and
prayers during my back surgery this summer. I really
appreciated it. I am feeling much better now.
Steve Sudhoff

Family News
Congratulations to:
•

•

Susan Macfarland and Alban Mehmeti, who
were married on Saturday, October 10. Susan is
the daughter of Claire and Sandy Macfarland.
Victoria Horta, who graduated on October 4
from the Midwest College of Oriental Medicine
with a Masters degree of Science and a
Bachelors degree of Science in Nutrition. She
had previously earned a Bachelors of Science
from Hope College. Victoria is the daughter of
Patsy and Jim Carlson.

Holly Fair
Saturday, November 7, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Covenant Village of Northbrook, 2625 Techny Rd.
All are welcome to attend this annual fundraising event
featuring: Antiques, Collectibles, Door Prizes, Jewelry,
Framed Art, Needlewoor, Books, Woodcrafts and crafts,
Christmas Decorations, Baked Goods and Edibles, along
with a Coffee Shop with Swedish Pastries and
refreshments for your enjoyment.
Lunch will be available in the Bistro from 11 am to 2 pm.
For more information, call 847-480-6380.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Wednesday Nights At Winnetka Covenant
5:15 – 5:45 –- Music4Kids A music program to give our 4-year-olds through 5th graders opportunities to participate in
worship through song AND instruments. Dawn Pegis, contact

5:45 – 6:30 –- Supper in the gym (new, later time)
6:00 – 6:45 –- Bell Choir Bell choir rehearses in the choir room. New ringers are always welcome. Linda Johnson, contact
6:30 – 6:45 –-Praise in the Sanctuary Singing for all ages. Parents are asked to accompany their children.
6:45 – 7:45 –

For Kids: Crafts, Games, and Bible Stories Kids divide into three groups (4 & 5-year-olds, grades 1 & 2 and
grades 3-5) and rotate through 20-minute stations to enjoy crafts, games, and Bible stories. Heidi Hedberg, contact
For Youth: Hangout/Homework Time
For Adults:

Junior High in the Youth Room, Senior High in Pastor Christy’s office

Choir Practice in the Choir Room – new singers, high school and above, in all voice parts are welcome. Dawn Pegis, contact
Animate Faith in Room 203 – Animate is a three-part series that starts by exploring the foundations of Christian Faith, then takes a
deep dive into the Bible, and wraps up with an engaging look at how we can take part in the central practices today. The time involves
a brief DVD presentation, group discussion, and personal journaling. (Animate Faith – September 23 – November 11)

