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Praying (by Mary Oliver)
It doesn’t have to be
the blue iris, it could be
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few
small stones; just
pay attention, then patch
a few words together and don’t try
to make them elaborate, this isn’t
a contest but the doorway
into thanks, and a silence in which
another voice may speak.
I don’t know about you, but I struggle with prayer. Always have, and I’m afraid,
always will. Or maybe the struggle is to come to grips with what we’ve decided
counts, qualifies, and what is effective in the end. I’ve always taken comfort in
those disciples who begged Jesus, “Lord, teach us how to pray.” (Luke 11:1). In
their imploring is both a confession of struggle and a longing for new strength and
understanding.
Me too! Me too! Both the struggle and the longing. How about you?
Like so many of Mary Oliver’s poems, this one about praying invites me into a
more hopeful space. Maybe she’s right – that the secret of a praying life is
accepting the grace of what “it doesn’t have to be.” If you’re like me – and you
don’t usually find the exquisite and profound words (that would be the blue iris!),
and the truth is you often have no words at all; if your secret prayer closet habits,
would they become public, cause you to shudder with fear; if doubt and questions
haunt you into feeling that your faith is, after all, inadequate; then I say, welcome,
welcome. Your struggles are mine.
But what if Mary is right? What if prayer’s invitation is an open door into a whole
new world, or put bluntly – what if prayer is God’s primary way to speak, and for
me to be quiet – simply to open the door of my life, and receive what God has to
say, to give. What if the contest is about who can be quiet, and still, who can
listen and wonder … these are hopeful and inviting words.
Read the poem again. Better yet, a few times. It’s short enough to memorize, and
then you and I can pretend the Holy Spirit is speaking to us, again and again,
reminding us that it’s not a contest, but an invitation, should we desire a shared life
with the God of the Universe. Now that sounds hopeful!
Peter Hawkinson

Christian Formation at WCC
Sunday School for all ages from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Infant & toddler nursery care will be provided in the nursery (first floor)
Sunday School for 2’s & 3’s is in the preschool room 101 (first floor)
Sunday School for 4’s & 5’s is in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator)
Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5 grade in various locations (see details below)
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor)
Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor)
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below)

Children’s Ministry
Rotation Sunday School
In Rotation Sunday School, children
in 1st through 5th grades focus on the
same theme or Bible story over the
course of three or four weeks, in a
different workshop each week. They
explore the story through art, drama,
cooking, games, video, and other
workshops that help them engage
with the story in different ways.
Each class has an adult “Shepherd”
who accompanies them through the
year and builds relationships with the
children.
Schedules are posted
around the church building so that
you can easily know which room
your child’s workshop is in on any
given Sunday.

Final Rotation Unit of the year – Prince of Peace
April 29th, May 6th and 13th
In this unit we will be exploring the image of Jesus as the Prince of Peace. This is a
title given to the anticipated Messiah in Isaiah 9:6, "...and his name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." There are
opportunities available to us to live out the way of God's peace each day: within our
families, in our schools, neighborhoods, and communities, even in our nation and
world. We can do things that promote peace each and every day. That can include
actions as small as meditation and as grand as negotiating world peace. May we pray
with St. Francis, "Lord, make me an instrument of your peace!"
Workshops include:
Moved by the Spirit: Play team building activities to understand some of the
attitudes needed for peaceful living in community. Spell out the word PEACE,
making the letter shapes with bodies and taking a picture.
Faith Today: Learn about Nobel Prize winners. Make truss bridges with gumdrops
and toothpicks to understand the elements of peace and reconciliation.
Bible Improv: Learn techniques for conflict resolution using improvisations to
explore everyday life.

Adult Sunday School
The broad theme for this year is Reconciliation, based on 2 Corinthians 5:14-21. In those verses we are drawn
to the biblical mandate and invitation to be reconciled to God, others, creation, and ourselves. We are exploring this theme in
relation to contemporary issues and subjects, including biblical exploration, in ways that will help us more fully live into the
ministry of reconciliation that we have been given. In May we’ll finish the final component of our Reconciliation series,
“Reconciling with Creation” and then spend some time on final reflections of the year’s topic.
May 6th: Join us for a discussion on land preservation and threats to our National Parks led by Pastor Meg.
May 13th and 20th: We’ll be wrapping up our year of Reconciliation with two weeks of final reflections. Come and share what
you’ve learned this year, how you’ve been transformed, and learn how to move forward. We’ll be debriefing earlier topics,
talking in small groups about the most challenging and meaningful moments and finding practical ways to stay involved in
these discussions.
We hope to see you there, and to have you participate in these opportunities for spiritual and personal growth!

CPBC Triathlon Fundraiser: August 5, 2018
Looking way ahead (and giving you time to train).
Come join our ministry and race for a cause! The CPBC Triathlon is an exciting opportunity to raise funds for the Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Family Camp. Go to the Covenant Point website (cpbc.com) for more information and to register.
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Wednesday Night Activities
Food, fellowship and formation for all ages
5:30-6:30 – Supper in the gym
6:30-7:00 – Wednesday Worship in the Upper Room
(singing, skits, “take-a-peek,” story and discussion for all ages. A unique intergenerational worship and sharing time)

For Kids!
5:45-6:15: Music4Kids (eat dinner first)
6:15-6:30: Kids Gather (in the Upper Room)
6:30-7:00: Wednesday Worship
7:00-7:40: Crafts and Games: divide into two
groups (4 years-2nd grade, grades 3-5) and spend
20 minutes each in the gym and in the art room.

For Youth!
(Jr. and Sr. High)
Come eat dinner with your
friends, join Wednesday
Worship, then hangout/do
homework in the youth
office.

For Adults!
6:15-7:00: Bell Choir Practice
6:30-7:00: Wednesday Worship
7:00: Options for adults:
Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
Parent Fellowship, Upper Room
Bible Study/Book Group, Prayer Room

Our final night of Wednesday night activities will be Wednesday, May 23rd. Watch future Networks and
bulletins for announcements of summer activities for the family.

Youth News
Thank you to all who participated in the Easter morning pancake breakfast – whether helping in the kitchen or coming to eat
and donate to the Youth Group. It was very successful in raising funds for our summer participation in CHIC. A big thanks
also to the many people who participated in helping with the Rummage Sale. It was a huge undertaking, with many people
here at church throughout the week leading up to the sale, unpacking, sorting, folding, pricing, etc., and a dedicated crew
making many runs to homes to pick up large items and deliver back to church. The day of sale wouldn’t have happened without
the many volunteers willing to work all over the church at whatever needed to be done. Thanks to all!! The money raised will
be split between funding our church commitment to the support of Kingdom Covenant Church and our youth participation in
CHIC.

Confirmands Presentation of Final Project & Reception with Refreshments: May 5th 3-4:30PM
The whole church is invited and encouraged to come celebrate the Confirmation journey with our four 8th graders:
• Payton Geake
• Maddie Heintzelman
• Brad Johnson
• Owen McClellan.
They will present their final projects in the Upper Room followed by a reception with refreshments. Please join for this
wonderful time!

Young Adult Initiative
The Young Adult Initiative will be hosting another “Readers Are Leaders” event. We will meet here at church (meet in the
Youth Room); bring a book (any book!) that you would like to read. We will spend the first ninety minutes simply reading
individually (but in community!). The final half hour will be a group discussion sharing about the individual things we
read/learned. Baked good & coffee will be provided and will be delicious.
*************************

Hands of Peace:
Hands of Peace (HOP) is a unique interfaith program developing peace-building and leadership skills in American, Palestinian
and Israeli teens through the power of dialogue and personal relationships. This non-for-profit was created in 2002 and now
serves 46 teens (ages 15 – 17) every summer. We carefully select a group of Israeli and Palestinian teens, as well as a
group of local American teens from many different faith backgrounds, to take part in this transformative experience. We are
looking for families who can host one or two teens during the 2018 summer program (July 11 - 30). The HOP program creates a
cohesive and dedicated group of youth committed to each other and to peace in the Middle East. Please visit the HOP website
(www.handsofpeace.org) for more information and an Application Form, or contact me (Kim Sterling) at ksterki@gmail.com.
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Trustee Notes
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through March 2018:
March YTD Comparisons Budget:
2018 Actual

2018 Budget

Variance

General Fund Total Receipts

$224,098

$234,850

$(10,752)

Expenses

$255,154

$244,956

$10,198

Net Operating Income / (Loss)

$(31,058)

DID YOU KNOW? That online giving has only cost the church less than 1% of the total amount given year-to-date via our
website? The cost is low, but the benefit is significant especially as we enter these summer months with many traveling. We
already are operating at a deficit, but if our church family will commit to give and give regularly, we can continue to provide the
ministry and services we have promised – and even MORE than we’ve promised! Please consider setting up a monthly gift
online?
If you prefer to give via check, please use the envelope that was provided to you at the beginning of the year. This better
ensures that your gift is recorded correctly in our system.
Finally, if you have pledged, please check your Pledge History online and make sure you are up-to-date. If anyone needs
assistance in how to do this, any of the Trustees or the office staff can help!
We need to work together as a church family, giving generously as God has led each one of us, so that we can serve His
kingdom as we have been called to do.
The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Tom
Sharp, WCC Treasurer or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary with any questions.
May God continue to bless our efforts!
Julie Bromley, Trustee board chair

Wednesday Night Need
We need four volunteers to help with kitchen cleanup after dinner on Wednesday nights. The aim is to get a committed group
for the coming new church year, but help for the remaining three weeks this season would be greatly appreciated. It’s easy and
training will be provided to achieve the following:
•
•
•

Packing up food after dinner, storing leftovers or selling them, wiping down counters in the kitchen, washing dishes
and putting things away where they belong (just like at home)
Cleanup begins roughly around 6:00 p.m. and takes about an hour
Serving on this crew will relieve the cooks following a long afternoon in the kitchen. Some cooks may even want to
attend other Wednesday activities.

If you have questions or think you may be able to help, please contact Kitti Steiner.
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Mission Opportunities
LOCAL -

A Just Harvest – May 3rd and 17th, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join

the cooking crew. On the 17th we are set with our crew to go to the Kitchen to serve the food but will be needing volunteers
again in June. Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository –

May 19th from 8:30 – 11:15 a.m. Please help with this meaningful and
rewarding ministry of repacking donated food and then join us for lunch! Everyone 14 and older is welcome. This month,
because of the shower on the same day, we are hoping to fill our commitment of volunteers with men. Please contact Rachel
Rescorl or Debbie O’Donovan to register, arrange carpools, or ask questions. Next month’s date is June 16 th.

Family Promise Hosting Week –

May 20 th – 27th. Family Promise is a network of area churches that host
temporarily homeless families in their buildings for a week at a time. During our hosting week we provide dinner each night,
evening time to hang out, do homework, etc., overnight accommodations and breakfast each morning. During the day the
children go to school and the parents either go to their jobs or spend time at the Family Promise Center in Evanston, working
with the staff to secure employment and new housing. It’s a wonderful program, providing support and results for families
who, often through no fault of their own, find themselves in a precarious situation and in need of help. We will be hosting
families beginning with dinner on Sunday the 20th. There is a signup schedule in the narthex near the mission area or an online
signup through the church website (www.winnetkacovenant.org). Contact Jed Bassett, Steve Sudhoff or Joan Wallgren with
questions.

NATIONAL –
Mission Trip –
Intergenerational Mission Trip to Covenant Mountain Mission Bible Camp (CMMBC), June 2018.
•
•
•
•
•

Winnetka Covenant will be providing 18-20 adults (high school age and up) to staff the Pathfinder Day Camp for
grades K-5 at CMMBC, June 16 - June 23.
There is room for you to join us! Teachers, craft and music leaders, kitchen staff, helpers, and a camp nurse are
needed.
Families are welcome to come and bring their K-5 children to be campers while the parents serve as staff.
You can read about the camp here: https://cmmbc.org/
Watch for more information and planning sessions soon.

To sign up or to ask questions contact Meg Dowling, Cindy Buettgen, or the Church Office.

Graduates
We offer our congratulations to our college and graduate school graduates. They are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jonathan Fogel, graduating from North Park Theological Seminary on May 12 with a Master of Divinity. He has
already started in a position as Pastor of Hope Covenant Church in Orland Park, IL.
Tyler Nelson, who graduates from the Loyola Stritch School of Medicine on May 12 as a Doctor of Medicine. He will
be a Family Medicine Resident at Providence Milwaukie Hospital in Milwaukie (Portland), Oregon.
Blaine Quackenbush is graduating on June 16 from Cal Poly University with a Masters, Pure Math. He plans to teach
at a Community College for a year, then possibly go on for a PhD.
Chloe Madvig graduates from the College of William & Mary on May 12. Her major was Government, with a minor
in Computer Science. She is currently looking for employment in the Washington, D.C. area.
Eliza Magill graduated April 28 from Augsburg University with a Marketing major and Religion minor. She plans to
remain in Minneapolis and will be working for State Farm
Erin Rosenfeld will graduate from Grinnell College on May 21 with a degree in Psychology. She is looking for a job
in the Chicago area.
Sara Thomas will graduate on May 13 from the University of Kansas, with a double major in Political Science and
History. She will live at home and work for a year, then go to graduate school to pursue her Masters in Social Work.
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Women’s Ministries

Sharing Group – We cordially invite all WCC women to
join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon
for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on May 24th at
Baker’s Square. You’ll enjoy the fellowship! Call Marian
Eckhardt with questions.

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the
church. They all welcome new participants at any time.

Moms Together – The Moms’ monthly Friday

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,

morning group is taking the winter off and will have a
special planning session to shape the future of this group.
Watch the Network and bulletins for further information
about this exciting new venture.

conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome to
come with or without a project. In May we will meet on the
15th.

The Next Chapter - Watch your weekly bulletins and
e-mails for news of the next activity of the Next Chapter.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study – We have completed

Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second

our study in the book of James and with it our 2017-18
session. Our time together has encouraged us to mature in our
faith as our friendships have deepened. Consider joining us
this fall when our weekly study will be Psalms: Prayers of the
Heart.

Thursday of each month for fellowship and service.
Watch the weekly bulletins for location of the meeting.

Bridal Shower On Saturday, May 19th at 10:30 a.m. there will be a wedding shower for Liesel Magnusson and Aaron Klinefelter. We
look forward to celebrating with Liesel and Aaron as they anticipate their wedding. All women are invited. If you would like
to be part of a group gift, please leave your donation in the church office by May 13th. Liesel is the daughter of Mike and Robin
Magnusson and granddaughter of Nancy Magnusson.
*************************

Men’s Ministries
Join other men of the church on the first three Saturdays of each month at 8:00 a.m. for men’s fellowship. This is a time of
fellowship and discussion.

Memoir Group

Monthly Memoir Group; Tuesday, May 8th, 1:00pm
Join this lively group in the church library to exchange memories of your past. As always, you may write about anything May
brings to mind. Women AND men are part of this group. If you haven't attended but think you may be interested, you are
welcome to come and observe for your first time. Contact Judi Geake or JoAnn Larson with questions.

Upcoming Opportunities
Golder Lecture – Join with others from around the North Shore at Temple Jeremiah on Saturday, May 5th at 7:00 p.m. for
the annual Stanley Golder Interfaith Initiative Lecture. This year the topic will be “The Psychology of Populism and the
Intersection of Religion.” The featured speaker will be Karim Sadjapour, Senior Fellow, Carnegie Endowment. For more
information go to www.templejeremiah.org.

Benefit Brass Concert – On Sunday, May 20th Benefit Brass will present a one-hour long concert benefiting Hope For The
Day, a suicide prevention organization, in our sanctuary. The concert is free, but donations will be accepted to support Hope
For The Day.
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Mailbox
Dear WCC!
We cannot begin to thank all of you enough for all the
guidance, love, and support we felt throughout all of the
events and the memorial services for Dad. Winnetka Cov
is an amazing church and our gratitude is deep … and
wide.
As Dad would say, “Thank you, Thank you” for the
service – it was just right. Thank you for Pastors Pete and
Art!; for the choir and organist; for the women and all
who put together the reception. It was all wonderful!
Dad loved WCC and each week was so excited to tell
us all about the Sunday service. Special thanks to pastor
Pete for his pastoral care through these years!! He loved
everyone there and that WCC and its people were a
spiritual home for him and our family, too.
How special was the choir that came up and sang
“Faith of our Fathers” near the end of the service?! All
something special to remember and carry in our years
ahead.
In Christ’s Love,
Tom and Nancy
Peter Sudhoff and parents are very appreciative of the
prayers over the past 5.5 years of his service in the U.S.
Marine Corps and especially during his 7 month
deployment. His deployment ended in February and his
active service is ending April 25, 2018. Peter will be
transitioning back to civilian life at home in Glencoe for a
few months and begins study at Bradley University in the
fall. New address: Peter Sudhoff, 376 Jefferson Avenue,
Glencoe, IL 60022. E-mail: peter.sudhoff@gmail.com;
cell: 224-217-1648.

Dear Winnetka Church Family,
The senior members of the congregation would like to
thank the church for the beautiful lily plants that were delivered
to them before Easter. It’s wonderful to be part of such a loving
and caring congregation.
Dear friends at Winnetka Covenant Church,
Words are not adequate to express our gratitude for your
outpouring of kindness following the death of our daughter,
Jennifer. Thanks, especially to Pastor Hawkinson for his care
for our family.
We are so very thankful to and for you.
Sincerely and with profound gratitude,
George and Karen Tzanetopoulos
To the many friends and members of Winnetka Church and to
Pastor Hawkinson,
I would like to thank everyone for the many kind, dear,
cards, calls, and visits that came to me in the last few weeks,
during the illness and the final days of life of my dear Tom. You
were a rock to me in a storm of anxiety and grief. Thank you,
and God bless you!
Dorothy (Do) Balch
Dear WCC Family,
You are channels of God’s Comfort and Love for us as we
grieve the loss of Sandy’s Mom. Thank you for heartfelt
thoughts, prayers, beautiful cards, and welcome hugs.
With deep gratitude,
Sandy, Claire, Lindsay & Susan

Family News
Congratulations and best wishes to:
•

•

Jenni and Dan Schreiber on the birth of Samuel
Todd Schreiber. He was born March 30th in
Richland, Washington, weighing 8 lb., 7 oz. Thom
and Phyllis Morris are Samuel’s grandparents.
Sloane and James Haagenson on the birth of
Oliver Richard Haagenson on April 5th in Seattle,
Washington. Oliver was 1 lb., 5 oz. at birth, and
we ask for your continued prayers for him as he
gains weight day by day. Kelly and Colette
Quackenbush are his grandparents.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,
serving others as Christian disciples,
and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.
Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.
We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints,
gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and
challenges. We invite you to join us wherever you are on your
spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church.

Vacation Bible School
Come on a Journey with Jesus on a Road Trip Vacation Bible School
Presented by First Presbyterian, Trinity United Methodist, St John’s Evangelical Lutheran, St. Augustine’s Episcopal,
First Congregational and Winnetka Covenant Churches
June 25 – 28, 4:15 PM - 6:00 PM, with optional family dinner following
at First Presbyterian Church, 600 9th Street, Wilmette
For age 3 through rising 5th graders
For more information contact:
Melissa Nelson or Linnea Johnson
Registration information coming soon but the sign up for volunteers is
available at the website below...
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0549abab2fa64-call

