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Cease and Desist
God had finished on the seventh day, his work that he had made,
and then he ceased on the seventh day, from all his work that he had made.
God gave the seventh day his blessing, and he hallowed it,
for on it he ceased from all his work that by creating, God had made.
(Genesis 2:2-3)
It’s maybe the most captivating part of the great creation narrative. God ceases from
his work, for the sake of rest. The Hebrew word for cease is SHABATH, from which
we get Sabbath. God hallows it, makes it holy time. God will say, after the exodus, to
his chosen people, “Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy.” What God does he
commands his people to do.
Living now as we do in our 24/7 world, this rhythm has been largely lost, of a day set
aside for rest, for holy time with God, for feasting and family without other
obligations. This is both understandable and a great tragedy for us. We need to
remember that God’s commandments were not a method of punishment, but an
invitation to a life of Shalom – of peace, of the wholeness of all things – of life as God
means for it to be with his creation.
The way we have dealt with our relentless schedules and over-commitments is to say
that we keep the command by somehow finding a little Sabbath when we can, for a
time each day, in bits and pieces here and there. And while well-intentioned, we are
suffering with exhaustion, with anxiety, and with a lack of creativity because we never
stop, never cease, never really rest, except when a vacation week comes, and most of
the time we return from that even more tired than when we left.
We must lament the loss of a Sabbath day, how we have devalued its crucial
importance for us as those created in God’s image. More sadly, we miss what God has
created to be the most joyful and fulfilling day of the week.
When I was a boy, my Jewish friend Alan used to often invite me over for his family’s
Sabbath meal on Friday nights. As the sun was setting and his mother would light the
candles on the table, his father would take a few deep breaths as if to let out all the
stress of the week, and say the same thing every time: “Ahh, this is the moment we
have been waiting for. Now begins the Sabbath day!” What would follow was a long,
delicious meal, extended time for checking in, the re-telling of the goodness of the
God who saves, then games late into the night knowing that there was nothing on the
docket for tomorrow except more worship and more rest and more being together.
Nothing was allowed to interfere with this restorative time.
Our Christian Church culture needs to recover this holy time to rest, to stop, to cease,
to be with God and with each other. We are invited, commanded into the extended
time of a day. This, while a great blessing, is also a great challenge calling us to be
counter-cultural these days. And it is up to each of us to decide to create and protect
such a blessed time. Let’s do this together! Cease and Desist. Remember the Sabbath
and hallow it!
Peter Hawkinson

Christian Formation
Sunday School for all ages, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

For children, ages 4 - 5th grade –
Rotation Sunday School 2015-2016: “Quest for Identity”
People of faith travel a path that includes a struggle between
everyday experience and their relationship with God. In a quest
for an identity, group dynamics can form a sense of inclusion or
exclusion in the community. Jacob and Esau battled within the
realm of sibling rivalry. Joseph and his brothers fought the
same battle, only to find a place of reconciliation. Jesus Christ
calls us to be a community of inclusion. We forge our identities
as we build community. Each culture responds to the faith story
in relation to their own history and customs; this year we
explore how various cultures communicate the biblical stories
within their own context.

Unit 8: The Epistles – May 1, 8, 15

Units this year include: Joseph and His Brothers, Joseph in
Egypt, The Samaritan Woman, Zaccheus, Mary Magdalene,
Easter Around the World, and The Epistles.

Moved by the Spirit: Learn about the church in Corinth.
Play Isthmian games and win crowns.
Learn the
difference between these temporary crowns and the eternal
crown we win when we enter into the kingdom.

Thou Art: Focus on the book of Romans. Create a
picture frame using bent wire and colored glass as symbols
of life experiences.
Kingdom Characters: Hear Priscilla tell about her
friendship and travels with Paul as they visited Christian
churches around Asia Minor. Create string-art maps of the
region, marking the cities of Rome, Corinth, and Ephesus,
where Priscilla, Aquila, and Paul crossed paths.

Puppetry: Learn about the church in Galatia and study
the famous scripture about the fruits of the spirit. Create a
puppet show that explores how the fruits of the spirit are
revealed in our contemporary lives, using Bryan Sirchio’s
Holy Spirit Fruit song as a backdrop.
*************************

For Adults –
Sunday School

Wednesday Night

To Stand Again: Practices of the Resurrected Life

Animate: Practice

– April 3 – May 15, led by Pastor Andrea Johnson in the Prayer Room
In this series, authors and scholars, pastors and professors, reflect on a life
lived on this side of the resurrection. If the resurrection did happen, then
there must be some difference not only in our lives, but also for the world.
What is the hope when faced with death, decay, and brokenness? How can
one survive the destructive powers of this world? The answer to this
question involves a journey into the tomb and an emergence out of it.

Led by Pastor Andrea in the Prayer Room
Animate is a three-part series we have been
doing all year long on Wednesday nights.
It began with exploration of the foundations
of the Christian Faith, then took a deep dive
into the Bible and now is wrapping up with
an engaging look at how we can take part in
the central practices of faith today.

Short video presentations and a bit of Bible study leave lots of time for
sharing and discussion. Contributors include Maggie Barankise, Sara
Miles, Dwight Peterson, Miroslav Volf, and Greg Boyle.

All-church Celebration of Sunday School
Sunday, May 22, in the Upper Room at 9:30 a.m.
Join us as all ages gather together to celebrate the end of our Sunday School year.
The following week we will begin 10:00 worship.
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Music Notes

What a delight to welcome Augsburg College Choir to WCC on May 5th on their Spring tour!
Their concert will be 60 minutes of great choral music. They are programing kid-friendly
pieces (spirituals, etc.) up front. Please plan to come – bring the whole family – and friends.
This is Eliza Magill’s college choir! A freewill offering will be taken.
Eastertide continues until Pentecost on May 15th, when the Church is born. Themes throughout
May include “the greatest of these is love”; Jesus’ resurrection and victory over death; our
“Hope of Earth; Joy of Heaven” (Art’s message on May 8th). May 22nd begins the series: Church Markers. May 22nd and 29th
focus on Consolation and Forgiveness. I’m so thankful that these are at the core of our faith experience.
Choir sings anthems to reflect these gifts:
-

The Greatest of These by Jane Marshall
Cantique de Jean Racine by Gabriel Faure
Witness, arranged by Dick Bolks

Music4Kids are learning new songs to sing once more before summer!
So thankful for music to express praise to our God!
Dawn Pegis

Mission Opportunities
A Just Harvest – May 5th and 19th,

at 1:00, cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join the
cooking crew. On the 19th we are also asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. They will meet at church to depart
at 4:30 and return about 7:00. Contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Volunteer to help repackage food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on
the 3rd Saturday of each month, 9:00-11:45 a.m. Our next volunteer day is Saturday, May 21st.
NEW PROCEDURE - Volunteers must register and sign up online ahead of time. There are 15 volunteer slots available,
and volunteers will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis. So sign up early if you want to be guaranteed a slot!
To register and sign up:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Go to http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/
Click on “How Can I Help”
Scroll down to “See our calendar for specific sessions”
At the top of the calendar click on “Returning volunteers, Click here to log in” or “Create a new profile” if you are a
new volunteer.

Contact Pastor Andrea with questions or for help with signing up.

Family Promise –

Our next hosting week for our Family Promise ministry starts next week, on May 1 and runs each
evening through May 7.
You can see what volunteer opportunities remain and sign up through the website
(www.winnetkacovenant.org) or by contacting the church office. Our local network of churches has now served 100
families in-house, as well as working with other families that don’t officially enter the program but receive help to maintain
housing stability. The families also receive follow-up help after they move into housing, to ensure that they are successful.
Every small donation – be it a dinner, a couple of hours of your time in companionship, or a night spent overnight at church –
contributes to a life-changing experience for our friends who are at a crisis point in their lives. Thank you!!!
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Trustee Notes
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through March 31, 2016:
Ø YTD Financials
o General Fund Giving through March, 2016 - $228,455
o Receipts to date are 4% below planned budget; Expenses are 6% below 2016 planned budget; Operating funds
and cash are as planned.
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2016 Actual

2015 Actual

%

2016 Budget

%

General Fund Receipts

$249,132

$250,520

99%

$260,521

96%

Expenses

$265,006

$269,665

98%

$280,522

94%

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

($15,875)

($19,145)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Petty Cash
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
Sabbatical Grant (’15 AMJ)
General Fund
Total

03/31/2016

03/31/2015

$(65,910)
68,185
125
47,586
$49,986

$(85,700)
81,937
125
38,102
$34,464

$ 94,358
47,477
0
521
$142,357

$92,951
50,463
22,442
513
$166,369

Ø Capital Projects
o Door security system to be installed in late April (see update below)
o Church roof leakage repair and tuck pointing project completed
Ø 2016 WCC Budget proposed and passed at the February Annual Meeting – available in the church office
The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Tom
Sharp, WCC Treasurer or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions.
WCC door security system
Proceeding with a sense of proactive prudence, the Trustees have contracted with Grapevine Telesystems to install
monitoring/security systems for the three most heavily used WCC door locations. Installation work began on Tuesday, April
19, and is scheduled to be completed by April 29.
An easy-to-use buzzer system, that works together with a visual recognition system, will be installed at both the pre-school
doors and at the office doors. A camera, with video recording capability, will be installed at the door location used by AA
participants. The trustees believe this system strikes an updated balance between continued openness at WCC and appropriate
security.

Volunteer workday – May 21, 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Please come and join us and give your time during our volunteer workday at WCC. There will be several projects that we all
can participate in to help make our community a better place. If you’re interested in volunteering your time, please register by
e-mailing Luke Knotts and place in the title “Volunteer Workday.” We’ll meet in the Upper Room at 8.

WCC Sunday Opening & Closing Job Opportunity
Looking for Sunday morning facilities coverage (8a.m.-1p.m.).
A paid position or volunteers needed for regular church Sunday coverage.
WCC is looking for individuals who are willing to rotate coverage on a regular basis for Sunday service support. This position
would assist the pastors and staff on Sunday mornings while freeing up the WCC facilities manager to focus on Monday to
Friday coverage and responsibilities. If interested in learning more, a short job description write-up is available in the church
office. Contact Kurt Kovacic, John Messina, or the church office if interested.
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Outreach Notes
Welcoming people to our church: Some tips from the Outreach Committee to help provide a welcoming
environment for our guests every Sunday
“Greet all God’s people in Christ Jesus. The brothers and sisters who are with me send greetings. All the Lord’s people here
send you greetings …” (Philippians 4:21-22)
On any given Sunday, visitors come to our worship gathering for the first time. We thank God that Winnetka Covenant Church
welcomes visitors with kindness and love each Lord’s Day. Let us praise God for His work among us! Yet, sometimes we get
so caught up in visiting with those we know that we may not notice visitors, so let us continue to remind ourselves about the
preciousness of others. The following are just some ways we can help our guests feel welcome and at home each Sunday.
Leave the parking spaces closest to the entrances for our guests and senior adults. For those who are able, we ask that you
utilize the farther parking spaces so our senior adults will not have as far to walk. Also, please note that if our parking lot
should happen to be wet, then it may be slick, so help one another into the building.
Greet everyone you see with a smile whether you know them or not. From the time your step out of your vehicle greet
everyone with a friendly smile and tell them how glad you are to see them. Use the time from the parking lot to the pew to get
to know one another.
Introduce yourself to those you don’t know. If you don’t know someone, take the time to greet them and introduce yourself.
Make an effort to meet a new person or family each Sunday. Remember to put on a nametag – you’ll find one in your worship
bulletin each Sunday.
Assist those who don’t seem to know where they are going. Remember, you may know where everything is, but our guests
are not familiar with our facilities. Take time to show them around, and offer to take them to where they need to go.
Consider filling the seats closer to the front of the sanctuary first when you enter to worship. We all run behind schedule
at times for various reasons. Latecomers and guests go not like to parade before the entire congregation on their way to find a
seat. If we fill the seats up front (and scoot toward the middle), then visitors and latecomers can slip in without having to walk
in front of the entire congregation.
Pass the attendance pads down your row. If our members and regular attenders are in the habit of passing the attendance
pads each week, it is more likely that visitors will sign, enabling the church office to follow up with them.
Don’t rush off after the service. Instead, take a few minutes to greet visitors. Thank them for attending our services and
invite them to come again.
Invite visitors to your home or to join you at a restaurant for a meal. One of the best ways to get to know someone is to
share a meal together. Practice Christian hospitality by inviting someone to eat lunch with you after worship.
Invite first-time visitors to worship with us again. You will be amazed how much weight a personal invitation carries.
Encourage visitors to return and worship with us on a regular Sunday.
We thank God for Winnetka Covenant and the love and fellowship we share with one another. Right or wrong, visitors will
form an opinion about our church within the first few minutes after they arrive. Join us in making every effort to make our
guests feel welcome through genuine Christian hospitality.

Covenant Companion Named Best Denominational Magazine
The Covenant Companion was recently named the best denominational magazine at the annual Evangelical Press Association
convention. The Companion also won second place for publication redesign, among other awards. In total, the magazine won
ten awards.
Our church participates in the every-member plan, where we provide subscriptions for each of our church member families. If
you are able to reimburse the church for the cost of your subscription ($18.00) it is appreciated. If you are able to give a little
extra to help pay for a subscription for someone else, that is also appreciated. You can pay online through the website
(www.winnetkacovenant.org) or place a check in the Sunday offering, with “Companion” marked in the memo line.
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Women’s Ministries

Tuesday morning Bible Study – We did it! We will
celebrate completing a remarkable study of Ezra, Nehemiah,
and Esther with a salad luncheon following our final meeting
on Tuesday, April 26. Make your plans for the future to join
us in September when we begin a study in the fascinating
book of Revelation. Questions: Contact Joann Larson.

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the
church. They all welcome new participants at any time.

Moms Together – This group is led by Judi Geake and
meets the first Friday of each month, 9:30-11:00 a.m. A
chance for mothers of young children to explore together
the parenting journey. Child care is provided.
Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second Thursday
of each month for fellowship and service. Watch the
weekly bulletins for location of the meeting.

Bandage Rolling Evening
Tuesday, May 17 – 7:00

Sharing Group – We cordially invite all WCC women
to join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00
noon for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on May 26th
at Baker’s Square. You’ll enjoy the fellowship! Call
Marian Eckhardt with questions.

Join us in the Upper Room for an evening of bandage rolling.
All ages are encouraged to come for this evening of working
together, while enjoying fellowship and conversation at the
same time.

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/ needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome
to come with or without a project. Watch your bulletins
for the meeting date in May.

Youth Opportunities
May Youth Dates
Sunday School – May 1, 8, & 15 (sr. high in Christy’s office, jr. high in the youth room) –Sunday School celebration for all
ages together on the 22nd in the Upper Room
Sr. High League (7-9 p.m.) – 1st and 22nd
Sr. High Coffee – 4th, 11th, 18th
May 15th – Senior night – 6:00 banquet followed by slide show honoring graduating seniors
Jr. High Youth Group End of Year party – May 22nd, 4:30
Seniors Trip to Starved Rock State Park – May 28th – 30th
ONLINE YOUTH CALENDAR!
Visit the Winnetka Covenant website (www.winnetkacovenant.org), then select “Ministries” in the side bar. Click on either
Junior or Senior High to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the online calendar.

Confirmation Sunday, May 1

Join us on May 1st as we honor our 8th grade confirmation students in their completion of their confirmation studies. This year’s
confirmands include:
• Rose Brunzell
• Kendall Drimalla
• Nick Drimalla
• Zoe Durston
• McKenna Geake
• Brett Johnson
• Ian McClellan
• Emmett Peterson
• Cassidy Rescorl
All are also welcome to join us on Friday, April 29 for an All-Church Confirmation Gathering. We will share a meal and the
confirmands’ presentations of their “My Life & Faith” projects.
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Mailbox
Dear Winnetka Family,
Thank you so much for all of your expressions of love and support in these days (and years!) of my brother
Dwight’s homegoing. This time in hospice care lasted 3½ years, and it was a difficult but rich journey for all of
us.
We all loved, treasured, and respected Dwight. He was a very special gift to our family as well as
everyone his life touched over the years. Now we go on with the hope of the resurrection. Thank you so much
for the way you have cared for us and for all in our fellowship who grieve the loss of loved ones.
With love and hope,
Bonnie and Pete, Hannah, Sarah & Stina

Family News
We offer our congratulations and best wishes to:

•

Jen & Dan Schreiber, on the birth of William
Kent on March 30 in Richland, WA. He joins his
big brother David at home. Thom and Phyllis
Morris are his grandparents.

College Graduates:
Congratulations to the following students as they finish their
studies and move on to a new phase of life:
•

•

•

•

•

•

Jillian Eskra (married to Adam Geake), who
graduates on May 6 from the University of Illinois
at Chicago with a Ph.D. in Pathology. Her plans
include a postdoctoral fellowship in cancer
research.
Andy Meyer, who will graduate on May 15 from
the University of Illinois (Urbana-Champaign) with
a Masters of Science in Library and Information
Science. He reports that he is happy to be
continuing his work in North Park’s Brandel
Library and though he’s enjoyed this coursework, is
looking forward to graduation!
Dominic German graduates in May from North
Park University with a Master of Music in Vocal
Performance.
Dimitri German will graduate from Northwestern
University’s Bienen School of Music on June 18
with a Master of Music in Vocal Performance. This
coming year he will be singing professionally with
The Crossing Choir in Philadelphia, PA while
continuing engagements with the CSO Chorus.
Rachel Kovacic will be graduating from North
Park University on May 14 with a degree in
Psychology.
Sam Madvig graduates on June 17 from
Northwestern University. He graduates with a BA
in Economics and German and plans to work at
ABN Amro Clearing in Chicago.

Did You Know? CKC is in the house!
Many of our Wednesday night dinners this year were catered
by Linda Kusel and Chef John Leonard of CKC – Creative
Kids Corner. Their menus were delicious, grounded in the
“Cooking for Life” philosophy of good-tasting food that’s
also good for you which you can enjoy your whole life. Their
meals were high in nutrition and fiber, and moderate in
unhealthy fats, excessive salt, etc. We are grateful to Linda
and Chef John for cooking such wonderful meals for us!
“Cooking for Life” will be present this summer at Winnetka
Covenant with its summer “International Cuisine” series,
featuring menus of selected countries from Japan, Lebanon,
Spain, Korea, Jamaica, Singapore, Morocco, and Venezuela.
CKC will also offer summer music and arts enrichment at
WCC for kids 3 to 7 years, providing music appreciation,
process art, and playful summer fun. This program is based
on CKC’s bedrock philosophy that all children harbor within
themselves their own wellspring of accomplishment and
wonder, self-confidence, and a sense of self-empowerment.
You can help get the word out about CKC’s summer
programs. “Follow” and “Like” Creative Kids Corner on
Facebook, let your friends and neighbors know, and keep
them in your thoughts and prayers. For more information, email Linda Kusel at linda@creativekidscorner.org.
7

Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Spend a While on the Nile!

This summer we’re taking a journey back to ancient Egypt … without leaving
our community! Find out what happened to Joseph as he went from Pharaoh’s prison to the palace.
VBS Camp 2016 age 3-entering grade 4
June 20 – 23, 4:15 – 6:15, followed by supper for the family
Hosted by Winnetka Covenant Church, 1200 Hibbard Road, Wilmette, IL
Participating churches: Community Church of Wilmette, First Presbyterian Church, St. Augustine’s Episcopal
Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Trinity United Methodist Church, Winnetka Covenant Church
Visit the Egypt VBS Job Fair in the narthex beginning on Sunday, April 24!

