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God With Us 
 
“So they took Jesus, and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is 
called ‘The Place of the Skull,’ which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.  There 
they crucified him …” (John 19:16-18) 
 
The God of curved space, the dry 
God, is not going to help us, but the son 
Whose blood spattered 
The hem of his mother’s robe. (Jane Kenyon) 
 
The God of the Bible is relentlessly and creatively with us, never more than in his 
suffering and death.  Jesus, who is God come to life in human form, offers up his life 
for that same human form.  His groans of pain and his bleeding are for us; his words, 
his gasping prayers, for our blessing; his death, for our endless living. 
 
One can’t help but feel these things deeply when walking through the ancient narrow 
streets of old Jerusalem’s old city.  I was there now seven years ago, silent, unable to 
speak, feeling that any words would be sacrilege, on the “Via Dolorosa” (latin: the 
painful way), the street believed to be the ancient path Jesus walked on his way to 
crucifixion, carrying his own cross.  There are stops all along the way, stations of that 
cross journey, to remember and reflect on the story.  The culminating spot is the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, built in 326 A.D. on top of the traditional mount 
Calvary, and which houses also the tomb of Jesus nearby. 
 
Who knows, of course.  The point is not whether these are in fact the exact spots or 
not, but that God came to be with us once, and that it was here, in Jerusalem – after 
Bethlehem, and Nazareth, and Capernaum, and the Galilee.  Real places, in the real 
world, in our human space and time, and in the grand scheme of things, not so long 
ago!  Not so long ago! 
 
Faith believes, accepts, and lives out of the conviction that the events of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection happened in real time, in a real place, and that because he is the 
Messiah, the one sent from God to save, that human existence is forever changed – 
that our sins are forgiven, and our death is deadened – that we have a new life of peace 
and joy with God both now and in endless time.  Faith is not rooted in a conceptual 
idea, but real events, moments in time, when once for all God acted in Jesus “whose 
blood splattered the hem of his mother’s robe.” 
 
Such wonderful news, and so much to consider and reflect on in the days and weeks to 
come.  Offer to your faith the gifts of time and space, without too much technology, to 
remember, reflect, and find your words.  Better yet, go easy on the words, and let the 
holy mystery of what God has done have its wordless power in your soul. 
 
For your life is all filled up with the mercy and grace of God, in a shared life with the 
dead and risen Christ that will never end, and with a constant love from which nothing 
has the power to separate you.  God be praised! 
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School 
The broad theme for this year is Reconciliation, based on 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.  In those verses we are drawn 
to the biblical mandate and invitation to be reconciled to God, others, creation, and ourselves.  We hope to explore this theme in 
relation to contemporary issues and subjects, including biblical exploration, in ways that will help us more fully live into the 
ministry of reconciliation that we have been given.  All through March we will be focusing on our series “Reconciling with 
Others,” focusing on both our interactions with individuals, and the ways that we relate to other people groups. 
 

March 4th:  We will be led by Robert Cager, a North Park Theological Seminary student and local ministry leader. 
 

March 11th:  We will be joined by JR Green, a Garrett Theological Seminary student, who will teach us about group dynamics 
and the roles that we play in small and large group settings. 
 

March 18th:  Join us for a session led by Dominique Gilliard,. The Director of Racial Righteousness for Love Mercy Do 
Justice, a Mission Priority of The Evangelical Covenant Church.  Dominique’s recently published book, Rethinking 
Incarceration:  Advocating for Justice that Restores, takes a critical look at the United States prison system and the ways that 
inequality have been built into our justice system. 
 

March 25th:  Out last session on this topic, we’ll debrief the previous weeks and discuss the work of reconciling with and 
within systems and institutions. 
 

We hope to see you there, and to have you participate in these opportunities for spiritual and personal growth! 

Christian Formation at WCC  
Sunday School for all ages from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Infant & toddler nursery care will be provided in the nursery (first floor) 
Sunday School for 2’s & 3’s is in the preschool room 101 (first floor) 

Sunday School for 4’s & 5’s is in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 
Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5 grade in various locations (see details below) 

Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 
Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 

Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 
 

Children’s Ministry 
Rotation Sunday School 
In Rotation Sunday School, 
children in 1st through 5th 
grades focus on the same theme 
or Bible story over the course 
of three or four weeks, in a 
different workshop each week.  
They explore the story through 
art, drama, cooking, games, 
video, and other workshops that 
help them engage with the story 
in different ways.  Each class 
has an adult “Shepherd” who 
accompanies them through the 
year and builds relationships 
with the children.  Schedules 
are posted around the church 
building so that you can easily 
know which room your child’s 
workshop is in on any given 
Sunday. 

March Rotation Unit – Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 
  March 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th   
Jesus used his final meal with his disciples as a time of instruction.  Of all the lessons 
taught that night, one stands out.  During the meal Jesus got up from the table, removed his 
robe, tied a towel around his waist and, with a basin of water, went around the table 
washing the feet of each man present.  By doing so, the one they called Son of God gave 
them a lesson on service no one will forget. 
 

Texts:   *John 13:1-7, *John 14:6, *Romans 10:15 
 

Workshops include: 
Science:  Kids will participate in a sensory walk – identifying different textures with their  
 feet.  They will talk about how they can use their feet for Jesus and make a foot soak  

to take home! 
 

Puppetry/Storytelling:  Kids will learn about Holy Week and act out a puppet show to  
 illustrate the book “Little Rose of Sharon” by Nan Gurley. 
 

Art:  Kids will hear a contemporary story of footwashing and talk about how they care for  
 others in their lives.  They will make “Soap on a Stick” to help keep their feet clean. 
 

Faith Today:  Kids will talk about Jesus washing the disciples’ feet as an act of service.   
Members of the missions committee will share about their experiences serving others, 
talk about how we serve others as a church and work on a service project together. 
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Wednesday Night Activities 
Food, fellowship and formation for all ages 

5:30-6:30 – Supper in the gym 
6:30-7:00 – Wednesday Worship in the Upper Room 

(singing, skits, “take-a-peek,” story and discussion for all ages.  A unique intergenerational worship and sharing time) 
 

Special Wednesday focus: 
Wednesday Night Worship will take our “Take-a-peek” worldwide!  For four weeks we will have special guests.  Each will 
share their own stories about kids, family, and adventure in a far away land.  The game time and art projects will also coordinate 
with each foreign country.  We hope to gain a new understanding and appreciation for people from across the globe.  Join us as 
our visitors include: 
 February 21st – Congo, Tresor Moolo 
 February 28th – Ecuador, Kathleen O’Donovan 
 March 7th – South Africa, NPU Mission group (note – on this evening the group will be preparing our dinner as a  
  fundraiser for their upcoming mission trip) 
 March 14th – Ethiopia, Val & Makeda Hausman 

Youth News  
Senior High Sunday School at Corner Bakery till Easter 
We are revamping the Sunday morning Christian Formation hour for Senior High students.  Students will meet (either drive 
themselves or get dropped off at the Corner Bakery in Eden’s Plaza (3232 Lake Avenue #300, Wilmette, IL 60091) anytime 
after 9:30am.  Joel will have the church van there & will drive the students to church at 10:20.  The vibe will be a casual time to 
eat food, hang out & simply be together.  Please message Pastor Joel with any feedback or concerns you might have about this 
change to programming. 
 

N.W.L. Unite: Sunday, March 11th @ 6:00pm-8:30pm  
High League will be bumped up a half an hour for this Sunday only, because we are inviting Northwest Covenant & 
Libertyville Covenant’s Senior High students to join us for a combined youth group event.  There will be dinner, games, and 
worship that are intended to help us build relationships with people that are in our denomination & that we will be at CHIC with 
us this summer!  In the Covenant, we believe we are better together, so we want to be in it together with our neighboring 
churches! Note: Junior High/Confirmation will start at 3:30pm and go till 5:30 on Sunday, March 11th. 

Spring Break “Staycation”: March 27th, 10:00am-3:00pm 
Some of our students will be on Spring Break this week, which is so exciting for them!  We hope you all have the best time, 
ever!  But for those who are staying around, come to church at 10:00am on Tuesday with $$ for lunch & see what surprises are 
in store.  This is a great event to invite other friends who are around as well.  Open to any 6th-12th graders.  We will return to 
church at 3pm with memories and hashtags a plenty!!! 

 

For Kids! 
5:45-6:15:  Music4Kids (eat dinner first) 
6:15-6:30:  Kids Gather (in the Upper Room) 
6:30-7:00:  Wednesday Worship 
7:00-7:40:  Crafts and Games:  divide into two 
groups (4 years-2nd grade, grades 3-5) and spend 
20 minutes each in the gym and in the art room. 

For Youth! 
(Jr. and Sr. High) 
Come eat dinner with your 
friends, join Wednesday 
Worship, then hangout/do 
homework in the youth  
office. 

For Adults! 
6:15-7:00:  Bell Choir Practice 
6:30-7:00:  Wednesday Worship 
7:00:  Options for adults: 
     Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
     Parent Fellowship, Upper Room 
     Bible Study/Book Group, Prayer Room 

Wednesday Night Need 
We need four volunteers to help with kitchen cleanup after dinner on Wednesday nights.  The aim is to get a committed group 
for the coming new church year, but help for the remaining ten weeks this season would be greatly appreciated.  It’s easy and 
training will be provided to achieve the following: 

• Packing up food after dinner, storing leftovers or selling them, wiping down counters in the kitchen, washing dishes 
and putting things away where they belong (just like at home) 

• Cleanup begins roughly around 6:00 p.m. and takes about an hour 
• Serving on this crew will relieve the cooks following a long afternoon in the kitchen.  Some cooks may even want to 

attend other Wednesday activities. 
If you have questions or think you may be able to help, please e-mail Kitti Steiner. 
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Holy Week at Winnetka Covenant Church 
 
 

Palm Sunday, March 25th  
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School for all ages 

10:45 a.m. – Sunday morning worship service 
 
 

Good Friday, March 30th  
 

Journey to the Cross for Families 
9:30-11:00 a.m.  

Hosted by St Augustine's Episcopal Church, 1140 Wilmette Ave.   
Come and experience a retelling of Holy Week!  

The interactive event engages children and answers questions about what happened between Palm Sunday and Easter.  
Children three years old through 5th grade are welcome, accompanied by a parent or caregiver.  
This event is planned together by the Wilmette churches who also plan VBS in June.  Join us! 

 
Seven Last Words of Christ, by Théodore Dubois 

7:00 p.m. 
In collaboration with North Park Covenant, our church is excited to host and perform a Good Friday performance of 

 “The Seven Last Words of Christ,” by Théodore Dubois.  
This project will feature a full orchestra, choir, and professional soloists from the Chicagoland area.  

If you are interested in singing but do not regularly attend choir rehearsals, come to the first 30 minutes of rehearsal 
Wednesday Nights (7-7:30) where we will focus on the Dubois!  

Any and all are welcome. If you have questions, contact Dimitri German. 
 
 

Easter Sunday, April 1st  
 

Pancake Breakfast 
8:30 – 10:00 a.m. 

Beginning at 8:30 and serving until 10:00 a.m., the youth group invites you to join us for our Swedish pancake breakfast. 
Donations received will go to the CHIC fund. 

 
There is no Sunday School this day.  Nursery and 2’s & 3’s class provided during the worship service. 

 
Worship Service 

10:45 a.m. 
Prelude music for Easter Sunday worship begins at 10:30 a.m. 
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Mission Opportunities 

LOCAL -  
 

A Just Harvest – March 1st and 15th, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join 
the cooking crew.  On the 15th we are also asked to send a crew to go to the Kitchen to serve the food.  They depart from church 
at about 4:30 and return at about 7:00.  Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Please join us sorting and repacking food at the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository, Saturday, March 17th, from 8:30-11:30 a.m.  Contact Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O’Donovan to register or carpool.  
Next month’s date is April 21st. 
 
Taste of Family Promise & Community Dinner Fundraising Event 
Sunday, March 4, 2018 at 5:00 pm, Northfield Community Church 
Feel free to bring a dish to share and come and enjoy the fun, food, friends, family, and fellowship with former guests, 
volunteers and staff.  For more information and to RSVP and indicate what you can bring, please visit the church website 
(winnetkacovenant.org).  
 
NATIONAL –  
Mission Trip – 
Intergenerational Mission Trip to Covenant Mountain Mission Bible Camp (CMMBC), June 2018. 

• Winnetka Covenant will be providing 18-20 adults (high school age and up) to staff the Pathfinder Day Camp for 
grades K-5 at CMMBC,  June 16 - June 23. 

• There is room for you to join us! Teachers, craft and music leaders, kitchen staff, helpers, and a camp nurse are 
needed. 

• Families are welcome to come and bring their K-5 children to be campers while the parents serve as staff. 
• You can read about the camp here:  https://cmmbc.org/ 
• Watch for more information and planning sessions soon. 

To sign up or to ask questions contact Meg Dowling, Cindy Buettgen, or the Church Office. 

INTERNATIONAL –  
Mission Trip 
Jitokeze/Kenya Trip 
Join us for a WCC Vision Trip to West Pokot, Kenya! 
Date:  October 11-22, 2018.  Cost:  Approx. $3,000 per person 
 

Pini Kidulah and Jitokeze Wamama Wafrika have extended an invitation to Winnetka Covenant Church to bring a group to 
West Pokot, Kenya. Our hope is to build relationships between our church and JWW, for Kenyans and Americans to grow in 
understanding another culture and to share skills and knowledge. Below is a list of skillsets Jitokeze has requested* to teach 
other teachers: 

• Sewing 
• Computers 
• English (ELL) 
• Online business/marketing 
• Videographer 
• Photographer 

 
*If you do not identify your skillsets on the list above, please still consider joining us as a learner and JWW advocate. 
 
Registration and deposit of $500.00 due by April 15th. Please make checks payable to Winnetka Covenant Church, memo: 
Jitokeze/Kenya Trip. There are 9 spaces available, first come first served. To register or inquire further, please email Christine 
Moolo. 
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the 
church.  They all welcome new participants at any time. 
 
Moms Together – The Moms’ monthly Friday 
morning group is taking the winter off and will have a 
special planning session to shape the future of this group.  
Watch the Network for further information about this 
exciting new venture.   
 
The Next Chapter  - Our speaker for March will 
be Karla Fogel, with stories and pictures from her recent 
trip to India. Join us at 1:00pm, March 22nd in the upper 
room for dessert first. Do you want to be on the Next 
Chapter e-mail list? Contact Judi Geake. 

 
Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second 
Thursday of each month for fellowship and service.  
Watch the weekly bulletins for location of the meeting. 
 

Women’s Ministries 

Upcoming opportunities for women - 
 
On Thursday, March 8th at 7:00 p.m. there will be a wedding shower for Tyler Nelson and Siobhan Larsen.  We look 
forward to celebrating with Tyler and Siobhan as they anticipate their wedding.  If you are interested in contributing to a group 
gift, please bring your contribution to the church office.  Tyler is the son of Peter and René Nelson. 
 
Looking ahead to more planned showers this spring: 

• April 21, there will be a shower for Kari Peterson, daughter of Lance and LoAnn Peterson. 
• May 19, there will be a shower for Liesel Magnusson, daughter of Mike and Robin Magnusson. 
• If you would like to help as a hostess for either of these showers, please let the church office know. 

 
************************* 
Please watch the church bulletin or e-mails with the dates in March and April for the discussion of Sharon Garlough Brown's 
final book in the Sensible Shoes series, An Extra Mile: A Story of Embracing God's Call. There will be opportunities to meet 
in the daytime, the evening, or on the weekend. We want everyone who has read the books to have an opportunity for a final 
discussion.  
 
 

Men’s Ministries 
Join other men of the church on the first three Saturdays of each month at 8:00 a.m. for men’s fellowship.  This is a time of 
fellowship and discussion. 
 
March 16-18.  Men’s Retreat.  Men of all ages … Gather at the 13th annual Lumunos Chicago men’s retreat at Geneva 
Bay Center.  Theme for the weekend:  “David’s Decisions:  Learning from a Flawed Spiritual Giant.”  Take a time out.  Hang 
out with the guys.  Get some perspective.  For more information and to register go to lumunos.org, or feel free to contact Pete 
Nelson or Gary Isaacson. 

 

 

Sharing Group – We cordially invite all WCC women to 
join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon 
for lunch and fellowship.  We will meet on March 22nd at 
Baker’s Square.  You’ll enjoy the fellowship!  Call Marian 
Eckhardt with questions. 
 
Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer, 
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of 
Marilynn Nelson.  New participants are always welcome to 
come with or without a project. In March we will meet on 
the 20th. 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study – We began the year 
with a study in the New Testament book of James.  James is a 
book that focuses on translating belief into action, helping us 
to live a life of faith that makes a difference.  Make “action 
over words” your New Year’s resolution and join us each 
week for this study in practical Christianity.  Study guides will 
be available in class.  For additional information contact Joann 
Larson.  
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Dear Friends, 
 I was overwhelmed by all the good wishes for my recovery 
that I received since my open heart surgery roughly a month 
ago.  It is only recently that I have felt fully in command of my 
mental powers, which is why this “thank you” is long overdue. 
 I was blessed to “feel” the effect of your prayers even as I 
lay in the ICU tethered to way too many annoying monitors.  
Your thoughts and concern sustained me during the long nights 
when my only visitors were the incredibly friendly and 
compassionate nurses who came to check on me and draw 
blood, every hour on the hour. 
 When I come back to WCC to continue my participation in 
the Wednesday night dinners – sooner rather than later, I trust – 
I will be very pleased to tell you personally how much your 
caring meant to me. 
 Trusting that I will see you soon, I remain, 
        Your friend in Christ, 
        John Leonard  
 
 A word of thanks for the beautiful poinsettia plant delivered 
before Christmas.  I’ve enjoyed it so much and managed to keep 
it alive!  What a lovely gesture from my church family. 
        Marian Eckhardt 

Family News                    

Mailbox 
 Thanks to the Diaconate ladies who brought me the 
lovely poinsettia for Christmas.  Because of the loving 
care my wife has given the plant, it is as beautiful as it was 
the day they brought it.  I appreciate Peter Hawkinson’s 
visits as well. 
        Dan Erickson 
       
Dear Friends at Winnetka Covenant Church, 
 Thank you so much for your thoughtful Christmas 
gift.  It’s hard to believe 2018 is already here.  We have 
had both a joyous and trying year but God has been good 
to us and our Filipino church.  We are enjoying Chinese 
New Years Celebrations this week so we wish you a very 
happy new year as well. 
 Please know that we praise God for your partnership 
in the gospel.  We continue to keep you in our prayers that 
God would increase your understanding of His grace and 
peace. 
    Blessings and much love, 
    Don and Lillian Dwight,  
    Covenant Missionaries in Taiwan 

Congratulations to Jonathan Fogel, who started a new 
position as Pastor of Hope Covenant Church in Orland 
Park.  He is senior pastor as they only have one pastor.   
He graduates in May from seminary. 

Memoir Group 
The Memoir Group meets for the 2nd Tuesday meeting in the library on March 13th from 1 - 2:30pm. WE HAVE BOTH 
MEN AND WOMEN IN OUR GROUP NOW! We welcome everyone interested in getting their family stories down in 
writing. You may always write about anything you want, but If you'd like a prompt for this month, consider writing about 
anything that March Madness brings to mind. Did you play basketball in school? Did you ever do something 'mad or crazy' 
that you can't believe you did? What do you do when winter continues on and you get a little stir crazy?  Contact Judi Geake or 
Joann Larson. Not sure? Come visit without writing the first time! 
 
 

Trustee Notes 
Julie Bromley is excited to be the new Trustee Board chair! There is much to learn about WCC and I look forward to working 
with you all in the stewardship of our church home. In future newsletters, I will not only share financial information but also 
other ways in which we can work together to make our church an open and welcoming space in which to come together in 
worship, community and service for God's glory and our neighbor's good. Please reach out to me with ideas and ways you can 
help Luke Knotts and the Trustee Board in our efforts towards this goal. 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  
1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  
847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 

worshiping together in love, nurturing people in faith,  
serving others as Christian disciples,  

and building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
We hold grace as our highest value.                   

We practice honest, open, direct communication.  
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    

We believe the best about each other,  
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             

We allow room for mistakes,  
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

We Welcome You to Winnetka Covenant Church 
We are a community of diverse history, ethnicity, viewpoints, 

gender identity and sexual orientation, status, ability, and 
challenges.  We invite you to join us wherever you are on your 

spiritual journey and to participate with us in the life of the church. 

 

Upcoming Opportunities 

INTERFAITH DIALOGUE EVENT – Hosted by the New Trier Multifaith Alliance 
Welcoming the Stranger:  What Do the Sacred Texts Teach? 
Thursday, March 22, 2018, 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka Community House.  Free and open to the public. 
The New Trier Multifaith Alliance, comprising 14 North Suburban faith communities, will examine various faiths’ ethical and 
practical approach to “strangers,” or individuals from outside a community, including refugees, immigrants, and others who 
might be seen as isolated or underserved. 
 
The program is the fourth annual entry in a series of panel discussions exploring the meaning and guidance offered by sacred 
texts from major faiths.  The newest forum is entitled “Welcoming the Strnager:  What do the Sacred Texts Teach?  What Are 
We Doing About It?”  The program features Jerome McDonnell, host of WBEZ’s global affairs program Worldview as 
moderator as well as four panelists from Chicago-area organizations:  Camille Khodadad, Gender Equality Advocate, 
Columnist, and Principal Attorney, Much Shelist P.C.; Suzanne Ekhras Sahloul, President and Executive Director, Syrian 
Community Network; Erendira Rendon, Director of National Partnerships, The Resurrection Project; and Jennifer Gong-
Gershowitz, former Director, Immigration Law practice, Highland Park-Hichwood Legal Aid Clinic. 
 

Vacation Bible School has been scheduled for June 25-28, 4:15-6 p.m.  As in the past few years, it will be a combined 
VBS with several Wilmette churches.  This year it will be held at First Presbyterian Church in Wilmette.  More information will 
come in the next few months. 
 
CPBC Triathlon Fundraiser:  August 5, 2018 – Looking way ahead (and giving you time to train). 
Come join our ministry and race for a cause!  The CPBC Triathlon is an exciting opportunity to raise funds for the Autism 
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Family Camp.  Go to the Covenant Point website (cpbc.com) for more information and to register. 


