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Open Up!
“If today you hear God’s voice, harden not your hearts.” (Psalm 95:7)
The Lenten invitation is to an old, old story, as we like to sing, “The story of
Jesus and his love.” (Covenant Hymnal, 527)
This story is wonderfully and dangerously familiar to most of us. We know
well that last journey of his to Jerusalem; not surprising, then, that the stories
and encounters easily lose their stunning and beautiful hue. The words and
actions of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, become, ironically, predictable. HoHum. As though we would expect God to do such a thing as God does in and
through Jesus. Tell me the old, old story.
There is no way to live into the story of a love like the world has never seen
before, of the self-sacrifice of God Almighty in a human body, and of the great
miracle of them all, resurrection from death back to life again! The invitation,
the imploring command riding on the wind and the voice of the Spirit is to
open up our hearts to the wonder of it all! To push through the numbing
familiarity to the impossible wonder of it all, the death and resurrection of
Jesus, and to make it personal, as Paul does for the early Church:
“… since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith.” (Romans 3:25-25a)
NOW is the season to experience agony in your own part in Jesus’ suffering
and death, leading you to honest confession and repentance, and NOW is the
season to watch and taste and see how good the Lord is, in watching the loving
self-sacrifice of Christ come to bear upon the world, and also your very own
soul.
Harden not your hearts to these things …
Let the whole story come to life. Turn off everything electronic. Put away
other distractions. Sit in silence. Light a candle. Take up the gospel and sing
hymns of faith. Pour out your life, and let the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus be poured out into you. Open Up!
Peter Hawkinson

Christian Formation
Sunday School for all ages, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

For children, ages 4 - 5th grade –
Rotation Sunday School 2015-2016: “Quest for Identity”
People of faith travel a path that includes a struggle between
everyday experience and their relationship with God. In a quest
for an identity, group dynamics can form a sense of inclusion or
exclusion in the community. Jacob and Esau battled within the
realm of sibling rivalry. Joseph and his brothers fought the
same battle, only to find a place of reconciliation. Jesus Christ
calls us to be a community of inclusion. We forge our identities
as we build community. Each culture responds to the faith story
in relation to their own history and customs; this year we
explore how various cultures communicate the biblical stories
within their own context.
Units this year include: Joseph and His Brothers, Joseph in
Egypt, The Samaritan Woman, Zaccheus, Mary Magdalene,
Easter Around the World, and The Epistles.

Unit 5: Mary Magdalene – March 6, 13, 20
Bible Improv: Along the lines of the Christmas carol The
Friendly Beasts, create an improvisation about the
animals’ perspectives throughout Holy Week.
Garden of Eatin’: Make a Women at the Empty Tomb
cake decorated with jelly beans that symbolize the events
of Holy Week.
Where in the World Is?: Kids will learn about the role of
women in Jesus’ time. Make giant pop-up and pull-tab
cards that express how Jesus changed the role of women in
his time.

*************************

For Adults –
2 Sunday School Options
A Theology of Environmental
Sustainability
- through Lent, Kurt Peterson leads
in the Upper Room.
We will explore together what the
Bible and the Christian tradition have
to
say
about
environmental
stewardship, why the issue has
become so politically divisive, and
how thoughtful Christians ought to
practice a sustainable lifestyle. We
will
also
connect
sound
environmental ethics to a broader
Christian ethic of justice.

Called to Community:
The Church’s Role in our Lives and in the World
– March 13 & 20, led by Judi Geake in the Prayer Room
What is the Church’s role in the lives of individuals and families who no longer
turn to it as the center of their social and family structure? What is the Church’s
role in a world that increasingly sees it as irrelevant or even antithetical to human
progress? What is the Church’s role in the lives of people who continue to return to
it as a source of strength, inspiration, solace, and connection with God? What is the
Church’s role in the lives of people who have never walked through one of our
doors and those who have sworn they never will again.
Short streaming video presentations and a bit of Bible study leave lots of time for
sharing and discussion. Contributors are NT Wright, Hannah Terry, Walter
Brueggeman, Richard Rohr, and Rachel Held-Evans.

Wednesday night opportunity
(Meeting in the Prayer Room)

Animate Faith
March 2 – “Interpretation: Scripture Reads Us”
A short video presentation featuring William Willimon, followed by group discussion
March 9 – “Grace: Love Is the Bottom Line”
A short video presentation featuring Jay Bakker, followed by group discussion
March 16 and 23 – Movie Nights!
We’ll watch a film or documentary (TBD) together and then discuss
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Music Notes
When at creation’s dawn there was no sound, God hummed a brooding song of birth profound:
the symphony of nature all around. Alleluia, alleluia.
For every sound comes from the Maker’s hand, the cleansing rush of river, drift of sand.
Each scraping insect sings across the land. Alleluia, alleluia.
That music stirs in us through day and night, a unity of soul and body’s right,
through which our breath and voice rise in flight. Alleluia, alleluia.
So let our songs now echo nature’s praise.
All strings and cords in sweet vibration raise to glorify our God through all our days. Alleluia, alleluia.
Water makes life possible! Physically, water is the most unique among elemental compounds. It is set apart by scales of
magnitude from other compounds in its capability for temperature retention! This quality actually sustains life on the earth and
within our bodies. Praise God for this abundant blessing! In recent years we’ve heard news of dangerous drought in our own
country. March 6 we are joining with our Covenanters in a major focus on clean water which is so uncommon in much of the
world. For this Sunday, I’ve chosen music to highlight several aspects relating to water, God’s provision, and our needs. The
text above reminds us of God’s bountiful richness toward us. Douglas Wagner set the endearing song, As the Deer with a
flowing handbell accompaniment. Music4Kids are learning Love Comes Tricklin’ Down with its gentle text painting a depiction
of water trickling and speaking of our call to share God’s love.
March culminates in Holy Week:
Harpist Brittany Smith will join our musicians on Palm/Passion Sunday, March 20, in highlights of Faure’s Requiem:
•
•
•

Sanctus, with it’s shouts of Hosanna
Pie Jesu, sung by Julie Bromley
In Paradisum, reminding us of God’s ultimate gift of eternal life.

For Maundy Thursday’s communion gathering we sing He Was Wounded, a somber and graphic setting by Craig Courtney to
help us focus on Christ’s ultimate and sacrificial gift.
These are just some of the glorious messages as we sing our salvation’s story this March. We know what comes after –
Hallelujah! We will have many opportunities to sing Hallelujah!! with brass and organ lifting glorious praise to God!
Now is Christ risen from the dead and become the first fruits of them that sleep. The Lord is risen indeed. Hallelujah!
(Easter Alleluia, William Billings)
Rejoicing in grateful praise with you,

COVENANT WORLD RELIEF

Project Blue “Walk for Water”
A Church-Wide, All Ages Event - March 6, 9:30 a.m.

Beginning at 9:30 a.m. and merging into our worship time in the sanctuary, this church-wide, all ages event will be led by our
senior high students. We’ll enter into the true stories of those who struggle to get clean water and experience what it’s like for
them to carry water. The Walk for Water will take place within the walls of our church building; if walking is a challenge for
you, don’t worry – there will be significant ways for you to participate. The experience will culminate with worshiping together
in the sanctuary. If you’re unable to join us for the Walk for Water, you are still welcome and encouraged to come for worship
at the regular time, 10:45 a.m.
We would like to make sure this experience is available for all of our members, including the residents of Covenant Village who
normally take the bus to church. If you live at the Village and would need a ride to church to get there at 9:30, please contact the
church office. If you are willing to provide transportation to Village residents, also please contact the office.
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Trustee Notes
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through January, 2016:
As of January 31, our financial summary is highlighted below.
Ø YTD Financials
o General Fund Giving through January, 2016 - $93,835
o Receipts to date are 31% above planned budget; Expenses are 10% below 2016 planned budget; Operating
funds and cash are as planned.
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2016 Actual

2015 Actual

%

2016 Budget

%

General Fund Receipts

$93,835

$71,492

131%

$97,962

96%

Expenses

$80,837

$88,711

91%

$89,738

90%

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

$12,997

($17,219)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Petty Cash
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
Sabbatical Grant (’15 AMJ)
General Fund
Total

01/31/2016

01/31/2015

$(37,997)
67,717
125
51,461
$81,307

$(84,022)
82,452
125
14,621
$ 13,177

$ 94,126
47,428
0
519
$142,074

$117,772
50,413
22,388
512
$191,034

Ø 2016 WCC Budget proposed and passed at the Feb Annual Meeting
o Contact church office for 2015 Annual Report copy
Ø Capital Projects
o Exterior painting, Fire Code compliance - sanctuary and narthex, Security System, Church Column Repairs,
Sanctuary replacement lighting, Boiler replacement plan
Ø WCC Trustees 2016 Positions and Roles
o Kurt Kovacic, Chairman;
o Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary;
o Tom Sharp, Treasurer;
o Cal Isaacson, Secretary;
o The following are the assignments to operational projects:
§ Barbara Blackburn – WCC Pre-school oversight;
§ Jane Westerfield – Columbarium oversight;
§ Phil Kazanjian – Use of church activities;
§ Tom Sharp – Office and Technology;
§ John Messina – Physical Plant and custodial staff;
§ John Lindahl – Landscaping and grounds;
§ John Messina – Cell Tower;
§ Jane Westerfield – Insurance and safety
The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Tom
Sharp, WCC Treasurer, or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary with any questions.
*************************
Winnetka Covenant Church participates in the Covenant Companion’s Every Member Subscription plan, meaning that we
provide subscriptions to our denomination’s award-winning magazine, the Covenant Companion, to each member family. This
is an important connection to the denomination, with frequent contributions by members of our own congregation. If you are
able to reimburse the church for the $18.00 subscription cost, it is appreciated. This can be done by check (Covenant
Companion in the memo line) or online. We also welcome those who are able to contribute an additional amount to help others
for whom this can’t be a financial priority at this time.
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Mission Opportunities
LOCAL A Just Harvest – March 3 rd and 17th, at 1:00, cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join the

cooking crew. On the 17th we are also asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. They will meet at church to depart
at 4:30 and return about 7:00. Contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Volunteer to help repackage food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on the 3rd
Saturday of each month, 9:00-11:45 a.m. Our next volunteer day is Saturday, March 19.
NEW PROCEDURE - Volunteers must register and sign up online ahead of time. There are 15 volunteer slots available,
and volunteers will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis. So sign up early if you want to be guaranteed a slot!
To register and sign up:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Go to http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/
Click on “How Can I Help”
Scroll down to “See our calendar for specific sessions”
At the top of the calendar click on “Returning volunteers, Click here to log in” or “Create a new profile” if you are a
new volunteer.

Contact Pastor Andrea with questions or for help with signing up.

Friendship Center – The Friendship Center has a fundraising event coming up and also reminds us of ongoing needs:
The Friendship Center & Jam for Bread – The Friendship Center’s annual fundraiser event is around the corner and tickets
are on sale now! Go to www.friendshipcenterchicago.org for details about this fun event, to be held April 16 at the Dank Haus.
The Friendship Center Needs – Remember, we have an ongoing donation opportunity in the Narthex, near the Mission area.
This time of year they are running short on soups and toiletry items and request that you save those little hotel bottles and
donate them after your travels! They are always in need of snack items and breakfast foods.

MISSION WITH CHICAGO
summer opportunity for students who will complete 8th-12th grade

July 24-30, 2016

Contact Pastor Christy for more information!
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Women’s Ministries

Tuesday morning Bible Study – If you like Downton
Abbey, you will enjoy our study in the book of Esther!
Palaces, royalty, romance, heroines, villains, and intrigue are
all a part of this historical narrative. This eight week study
began February 23. Join us each Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. for all
the drama and the page-by-page reminder of God’s
faithfulness in everyday life. Study guides are available in
class. Contact Joann Larson with questions or for more
information. Class will not meet on Tuesday, March 8,
resuming after our spring break on March 15 with a study in
Esther Chapter 3, “Decree of Revenge.”

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the
church. They all welcome new participants at any time.

Moms Together – This group is led by Judi Geake and
meets the first Friday of each month, 9:30-11:00 a.m. A
chance for mothers of young children to explore together
the parenting journey. Child care is provided.
Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second Thursday
of each month for fellowship and service. Watch the
weekly bulletins for location of the meeting.

Notes from the denomination:

Sharing Group – We cordially invite all WCC women
to join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00
noon for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on March
24th at Baker’s Square. You’ll enjoy the fellowship! Call
Marian Eckhardt with questions.

Triennial XV, July 28-31, 2016 in Kansas City, MO
Registration for the next triennial, “Quench”, is now open.
Journey together as women of the Covenant to an intentional
spiritual adventure where we connect with God and one
another across generations, cultures, geography, and life
experience.
Go to events@covchurch.org for more
information.

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/ needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome
to come with or without a project. In March we meet on
the 15th.

Bridal Shower
There will be a bridal shower for Cecilia Kozlowski and Carl
Buettgen on Saturday, April 9, in the morning. All the
women of the church are invited to share in our tradition of
supporting young couples as they start this new chapter in
their lives. If interested in being a hostess, please contact the
church office.

Men’s Retreat, sponsored by Lumunos – “The Elusive Art of Contentment”
Open to the men of the church, the retreat will be held at Covenant Harbor in Lake Geneva, WI from Friday, March 11 at 8:00
p.m. to Sunday, March 13 at 11:00 a.m. Doug Wysockey-Johnson and friends will lead the retreat, with Erik Strom as worship
leader.
If the Apostle Paul could say “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances,” why do we find contentment so
difficult? In spite of all we have, why do we so often find ourselves restless, irritated, and discontent? We will look at what
Scripture says, as well as research from the growing field of happiness and well-being studies.
You can find more details and a registration link on the wcc website (www.winnetkacovenant.org).

Youth Opportunities
March Youth Dates
Sunday School – all Sundays (sr. high in Christy’s office, jr. high in the youth room) – no Sunday School on Easter Sunday, 3/27
Sr. High League (7-9 p.m.) – 6th, 13th, 20th (no sr. high on the 27th)
Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation (4:30-6:30 p.m.) – 6th, 13th, 20th (no jr. high on the 27th)
Sr. High Coffee – 2nd, 9th, 16th, 30th
Jr. & Sr. High - March 4th, 6:30 - 10 p.m. – Feed My Starving Children. Start with dinner together at church, then help pack
meals specifically formulated for malnourished children. Come enjoy some time with your friends while we reach out to help others.
RSVP with Pastor Christy by Tuesday, March 1.
ONLINE YOUTH CALENDAR!
Visit the Winnetka Covenant website (www.winnetkacovenant.org), then select “Ministries” in the side bar. Click on either Junior or
Senior High to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the online calendar.
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Mailbox
A special thank you to the Winnetka Covenant
Family,
We want to share our appreciation for the
generous Christmas gift which you gave our family.
We are always amazed at God’s perfect timing and
the generosity of God’s people. Thank you for
blessing our family in such a tangible way. Please
convey our thanks to the mission committee and the
congregation.
Many blessings,
Julio and Katie Isaza

Family News

Dear Winnetka Covenant Church Family,
As I think over these past years of Phil’s
surgeries and cancer treatments prior to his death,
your ongoing prayers, love, and concern truly meant
so very much to both Phil and me. We were
especially grateful for Pastor Peter’s visits here in
Door Country, which were treasured moments of
blessing and joy for Phil. And all of our family were
deeply touched by his ministry when he led us in the
quiet family memorial and commitment of ashes into
Lake Michigan at our home, and then joined us for
the Celebration of Life which followed later in the afternoon.
Your calls, cards, and words of encouragement in these months
following Phil’s passing have been especially meaningful to me.
Thank you, dear friends, for continuing to be connected in such a
vital way, despite the distance.
Gratefully,
Nancy Prange

We offer our congratulations and best wishes to:
•
•

•

Christine Buettgen and Tresor Moolo, who were married in our church on January 2. Christine is the daughter of
Tom and Cindy Buettgen.
Sloane Quackenbush and James Haagenson, who were married on February 20 in Seattle, WA. Sloane is the
daughter of Kelly and Colette Quackenbush.
Paul and Mary Nilsen will celebrate their 50th anniversary on March 26th. Their family invites us to an open house
celebration at Covenant Village of Northbrook, in the Village North and South rooms, on Saturday, March 19 between
1:00 and 4:00.

*************************

2016 rummage sale will be Saturday, April 16. Please put the date on your calendar. Also, in the midst of Lent and
with the rummage sale approaching, you are welcome to participate in the 40 Bags in 40 Days Lenten Challenge. Lent is
often a time when people choose to give something up or in other ways introduce a special discipline in their lives. The
challenge here is to use this time to declutter your lives – would you be able to weed out one bag of stuff a day for the 40 days
of Lent? What a great way to simplify your lives and your living spaces while at the same time benefit our rummage sale.
*************************

Coed Adult Indoor Volleyball
Monday Nights, 6:30-9:00 p.m. in the WCC gym through the spring
Coed adult volleyball continues for the remainder of the spring. All skill levels are welcome. If interested or for more
information, contact Kurt & Jennifer Zitzner (WinnetkaCovenantVolleyball@gmail.com. This is a great opportunity to invite
friends and a great way to get to know others in the church!!
*************************

Organ Recital
Wednesday, March 2, 1:30 p.m. – Royce Eckhardt will present an informal organ program, including favorite hymns and
music of the Lenten season, in our church sanctuary. This program of organ music is open to all.
*************************

Haydn’s “Seven Last Words of Christ”
North Park University School of Music will present this work on Wednesday, March 23, in Anderson Chapel.
*************************

Maple Fest 2016

This annual event at Covenant Harbor Bible Camp takes place on April 3rd. Check www.covenantharbor.org for details.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Holy Week at Winnetka Covenant Church
Sunday, March 20th, Palm Sunday
Join us for our regular Sunday morning activities, with Sunday School at 9:30 and Worship at 10:45 a.m.

Wednesday, March 23rd, no Wednesday night activities
Thursday, March 24th, Maundy Thursday
At 7:00 there will be a service of Tenebrae and Holy Communion

Friday, March 25th, Good Friday
Learn about the events of Holy Week in a child-friendly and ecumenical way in the Journey to the Cross.
St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church (1140 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette) from 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Join families from seven local churches for this interactive event that engages children
and answers questions about what happened between Palm Sunday and Easter.
God’s love is in the Journey to the Cross.

Sunday, March 27th, Easter Sunday
Beginning at 8:30 and serving until 10:00, the youth group invites you to join us for our traditional Swedish pancake breakfast.
There is no Sunday School this day.
Easter Sunday worship begins at 10:45, with prelude music beginning at 10:30.

