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Life Together Is Wonderful!
Month of March
5 times per week

Community
Bible Experience
March 29

We’re on week 2 of our Community Bible Experience. Last week about 75 of
us gathered to talk about the Gospel of Luke! This week is Acts, and Paul’s
letters to the Thessalonians. In reflecting on this delicious description of what
the life together of the early Church was like, I realize that often (usually) I’m
led to lament about what the Church isn’t, and hope that someday we can get
there. We’ll never be a perfect community … I get it! And yet, so much of
what the early Church spent their time and energy doing, we’re doing these
days.

Palm Sunday
April 5

Easter Sunday

We have men’s and women’s bible studies and book groups, and formation
ministry. People inside and outside of the Church experience healing through
our ministry – reference our vibrant recovery community, the message line and
prayer list, and Stephen ministry and deacon and pastoral care. We come
together to give significantly of our resources to fund our mission and we keep
filling up our community fund to help one another when we’re in crisis. We
worship God together, and share the joy of table fellowship on Wednesday
nights, at holy communion and through holy hospitality. And these days are
filled with the joy of new friends, new families, new leaders, new energy.
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“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together
and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to
anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”
(Acts 2:42-47, NIV)
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We’ve been through and still live in some challenging times. Still I express in
my reflection and writing a deep joy for our Church. I’m thinking about the
year 1965, and some tough times for the Church in California my dad was
serving. He wrote this: it captures my love you and this community: “Yet for
now, in this climate of unrest, when she suffers so much from foe and friend
alike, let me raise her a song from the heart. I stand gladly in her battlements.
I participate joyfully in her wider ministry, and in the seeking with her of that
renewal we all so sorely need. While many cry out the news of her death, let
me hail her life. For I will believe in her and love her and will stay by her with
joy until the end.”
Life together is wonderful!

Peter Hawkinson

Christian Formation
Sunday Mornings for
Children
Rotation Sunday School is for children age 4
through grade 5
Theme for the year: Test of Faith
Throughout the scriptures people faced many
challenges to their faith. From Adam and Eve to
you and me, there are times when we do well
and live in ways that are pleasing to God. At
other times we find ourselves in need of God’s
grace because we have missed the mark.
Through the stories of faith, we learn that God’s
grace is always extended to us.

“Vivamus porta
est sed est.”

“The Rich Young Man” - March 8, 15, 22, 29
Connection to the Yearly Theme: We make a choice about being in
right relationship with God. Our part of this equation is to be attentive
to the will of God. The test of faith happens when our attention to God
doesn’t match the choice that we want to make.
Scripture: Mark 10:17-27 Memory Verse: It is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter
the kingdom of God. Mark 10:25
Workshops:
Disciples’ Drama: In costume kids will enact the story of the rich
young man’s encounter with Jesus. They’ll create skits to portray the
choices that the man has to make and how his choices affect other
people.
Faith Today: Kids will think about their favorite things and then
share the story of Rumpelstiltskin. They’ll compare and contrast this
story to the story of the Rich Young Man and create wind chimes that
help us remember to listen to the voice of God.
Where in the World Is?: Kids will participate in a two-person
narration about the rich young man’s encounter with Jesus. They’ll
learn about the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights and do
some interactive exercises to highlight some of the elements of poverty
and need for basic human services. They’ll do a service project in
response to the story.
***Visit the WCC website (www.winnetkacovenant.org) to see the
kids’ enactment of “Daniel in the Lions’ Den” from our January
rotation!

Sunday Mornings for Adults
“A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life”
March 1 – April 19, 9:30-10:30 in the Upper Room
Led by Kurt Peterson and other gifted facilitators.
We will use the book “Falling Upward, A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life” as
our springboard for conversation about the nature of our spirituality as adults.
In Falling Upward, Fr. Richard Rohr seeks to help readers understand the tasks of the two halves of life and to show them that
those who have fallen, failed, or “gone down” are the only ones who understand “up.” Most of us tend to think of the second
half of life as largely about getting old, dealing with health issues, and letting go of life, but the whole thesis of this book is
exactly the opposite. What looks like falling down can largely be experienced as “falling upward.” In fact, it is not a loss but
somehow actually a gain, as we have all seen with elders who have come to their fullness.
•
•
•

Explains why the second half of life can and should be full of spiritual richness
Offers a new view of how spiritual growth happens; loss is gain
Richard Rohr is a regular contributing writer for Sojourners and Tikkun magazines

This important book explores the counterintuitive message that we grow spiritually much more by doing wrong than by doing
right – a fresh way of thinking about spirituality that grows throughout life.
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Aliquam
dolor.

Music Notes
While we are bearing the Chicago deep freeze of February, 2015, we look forward to
living into the heart of the Lenten season this March. To help you find space for
reflection, we have some really special selections speaking of God’s work of
redemption for us – and the whole world.

March 1 – “Nothing But the Blood,” another great interpretation by Craig Courtney.
For communion we’ll also repeat the beautifully honest text of John Donne
that we sang on Ash Wednesday, in the a capella setting by Howard Helvey.
March 8 – “Jesus, Clear the Temple” will suitably amplify that gospel text.
March 15 – “Cross of Christ” features Dan Gingrich on horn. What a treat that will be!
March 22 – Jane Marshall, long known choral arranger, composed a beautiful setting of the Christina Rossetti text:
“None Other Lamb,” which includes cello obligato (Jon Pegis)
byline
March 29 – Jackson Berkey’s energetic “Hosanna” will bring us to feel the part of Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem!

Lorem Ipsum

Looking ahead –
Get those instruments in shape and practice up if you’re rusty. We want All-church orchestra for a couple of hymns on April 26
and June 7 – so let me know if you’re “IN” and I’ll get you the music.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow – for warmth; for peace; for fellowship of friends. May you cultivate deeper roots
this Lenten season.
Abiding in Him, Dawn

Invite a Friend to Church or a Sunday School Class …
A broad survey of congregations produced the following amazing statistics when newcomers were asked “What brought you to
this church?”
2 percent – an advertisement
6 percent – an invitation by the pastor
6 percent – an organized evangelistic outreach program
86 percent – an invitation by a friend or family member
The Outreach Committee encourages you to invite someone to church with you! There’s power in personal invitation.

It’s time for a new Winnetka Covenant Picture Directory
A picture directory is an incredibly valuable tool of connection for those new to the church and those who have been part of the
church for a long time. We want everyone connected to WCC to be included. Photos will be taken by LifeTouch at no cost to
you or the church, although you may purchase photos if you wish. You will receive a free, full-color, printed directory, which
will also be available to members and regular attenders on our secure website. Photos will be taken on April 16, from 2-9 p.m.,
April 17, from 2-9 p.m., and April 18, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sign up for a time at church in the narthex or online.

Meeting Schedule for Community Bible Experience
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. at church
Mondays at 7:00 at the home of Tom & Andrea Johnson
Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. at church
Fridays at 3:00 p.m. at Covenant Village of Northbrook
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Peter & Bonnie Hawkinson
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Winnetka Covenant Church Financial Summary through Jan. 2015
As of Janury 31, our financial summary is highlighted below.
Ø YTD Financials
o General Fund Giving through January 2015 - $71,492
o Receipts to date are 20% below planned budget; Expenses are 1% below 2015 planned budget
o Operating funds and cash are good.
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2015 Actual

2014 Actual

%

2015 Bud.

%

General Fund Receipts

$ 71,492

$87,915

81%

$ 89,687

80%

Expenses

$ 88,711

$ 95,961

92%

$ 89,896

99%

($ 17,219)

($8,046)

Net Operating Income /
(Loss)

Cash
General Fund
Building Fund*
Exchange Accounts
Depreciation Set Aside*
Petty Cash
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
Investments*
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Sabbatical Grant (’15 AMJ)
General Fund
Total

01/31/2015

01/31/2014

$(84,022)
0
82,452
0
125
14,621
$13,177

$(75,087)
3,050
102,502
40,883
125
230,876
$302,349

$168,135
22,388
512
$191,034

$67,379
0
0
$67,379

Ø 2015 WCC Budget Proposed and passed at the Feb. Annual Meeting
o Contact church office for 2014 Annual Report copy
Ø Capital Projects
o Preschool room loft completed Feb 14 (WCC preschool funded)
o Preschool door roof gutter warmer (in work, planned project)
o Gym padding in plan (funded via special request/Men’s basketball)
The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Greg
Butz, WCC treasurer, or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions.

Covenant Companion
Winnetka Covenant Church participates in the “every-member” subscription plan for the Covenant Companion, meaning that
we provide subscriptions to our denomination’s award-winning magazine for all of our member families, at a reduced
subscription price of $18.00. The pastors and diaconate feel that this is an important connection to our denomination, giving all
of us a chance to keep in touch with what’s going on in the Covenant Church as a whole. For those who are able, we appreciate
being reimbursed for the cost of your subscription. This can be done by dropping a check in the offering or online, at
www.winnetkacovenant.org. We also welcome additional donations if you would like to help fund subscriptions for those who
are on the edge financially and may not be able to make this a priority at this time.
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Mission News and Opportunities
Local –
A Just Harvest – March 5 & 19 at 1:00, cooking in our kitchen. Many thanks to the dedicated crew that comes each time

to be sure dinner is provided for our brothers and sisters in need. New participants are always welcome. On the 19th we are also
asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. They will meet at church to depart at 4:30 and return about 7:00. There
is a signup sheet for this on the bulletin board by the kitchen or contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – March 14, 1:00-3:35 p.m. Every other month we have the opportunity to serve
at the Greater Chicago Food Depository, repackaging food for distribution to local food pantries. Our participation benefits the
North Park Friendship Center. We need the participation of 20 people, minimum age of 14. Long pants and closed-toe shoes
are required. Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway by the kitchen or contact Pastor Andrea to sign up.

Jam for Bread 2015 (fundraiser for The Friendship Center) – April 11 - Join The Friendship Center at the 3rd
annual music and food event that is fun for the whole family! Dance or sing along to local bands, enjoy food from area
restaurants, bid on silent auction prizes from neighborhood businesses, plus more!
WHEN: Saturday, April 11th, 6-10 p.m.
WHERE: Dank Haus (4740 N Western Ave)
TICKETS: FEB DISCOUNT!: $20/adults, $7/kids (10 & under) https://eventbrite.com/event/15704174609/
100% of the proceeds go to the continued operations of our two food pantry locations. Help us provide for our neighbors in
need! Find more information under Events on our website: www.friendshipcenterchicago.org

National –
Intergenerational Mission Trip. Please consider joining us this summer on an intergenerational mission trip to the
Covenant Mountain Mission Bible Camp in Jonesville, Virginia. The Bible Camp has been serving the children of Appalachia
since 1950 and several work crews have gone from our church over the years, including the summer of 2013. The camp only
has two full time staff members and relies on the generosity and willingness of volunteers. This year’s trip will be from June 27
to July 3. We’re calling all workers to build, paint, plumb, landscape, or whatever else needs doing. All are welcome,
including families with young children. Costs are minimal, as we carpool to the camp, our housing is free, and we pay $1015/day/person for food. So that’s about $100/person plus shared gas for an opportunity to serve a very important mission of the
church. What’s more, it’s a beautiful part of the country which many of us have never seen. Please come! Questions?
Interest? Talk to Terese Hunt.

International –
Covenant Kids Congo
Praise God! On our Hope Sunday February 15, over 35 Congolese children were sponsored by members of our congregation.
May the lives of these children, and our own, be transformed by new relationships, new hope, and God’s love.
It’s not too late to sponsor a child. For more information, please contact the church office, pick up a brochure in the Mission
area in the Narthex, or check out http://www.covchurch.org/covenantkidscongo/. For up-to-date ‘on the ground’ news about
CKC, visit the blog http://blogs.covchurch.org/covenantkidscongo/.
Thank you to everyone who helped to make Hope Sunday possible. Many willing hands pitched in, and we are so grateful.

Youth News
Sr. High League – March 1st, 8th (CYC Oscars Night), 15th, 22nd & 29th
After-School Coffee – March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
Sunday School - all Sundays
CHIC Fundraising Trip to Madison, WI - TBD
Junior High youth group – March 4th, 11th, 18,th & 25th
Jr. High Covenant Youth Collision Event – March 27th, 5-9 p.m. (location TBD)
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Women’s Ministries
Following are ongoing groups for the women of the
church. They all welcome new participants at any time.

Stitch and Study -

Meet on the second Thursday of each month for fellowship and service. Watch the weekly bulletins for details
and location of the meeting.

Stitch and Study, combining prayer, conversation, and
craft/ needlework projects, meets on the third Tuesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at the home of Marilynn Nelson
New participants are always welcome to come for the
prayer and conversation, with or without a project. This
month we meet on March 17th.

Sharing Group -

Tuesday morning Bible Study -

Quilters, Knitters, etc. -

We cordially invite all WCC women to join us on the
fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon for lunch
and fellowship. We will meet on March 26 at Baker’ s
Square. You’ll enjoy the fellowship! Call Marian
Eckhardt with questions.

The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study’s study is
currently studying the Gospel of John .“The Word became
flesh and dwelt among us.” John 1:14a. There will be no
class on February 24. Class resumes Tuesday, March 3
with a study in John, chapter 16.

Men’s Ministries Notes
Men’s fellowship meets the first three Saturdays of each month at 8:00 a.m. Men, watch your e-mail messages and the bulletins
and Network for details. Watch also for information on opportunities to participate in work projects. For men who are singers
but can’t commit to choir there are occasional opportunities to sing in a men’s chorus. If you would like to be included on an email list for notifications of events, please contact Paul Christmas.

Jesus cares deeply about our physical wellness, but he doesn't stop there.
Long before it was hip or trendy, the scriptures offered a way to live that takes into consideration mind, body
and spirit. This year we will get practical about what Jesus meant when he offers to make us well.

Take a time out, hang with the guys,
and get some perspective!
Join us at the
Geneva Bay Center
March 13-15
Reasonable Rates for a Great Weekend!
Go to www.lumunos.org for more information
& to register.
Or, call: 1-800-245-7378
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Family News and Address Changes
We offer congratulations and best wishes to our
friends for:
•

Jane Ricci and Eric Steinhart, along with
sister Anja, welcome the birth of Nicholas Otto
Steinhart on February 19 in Silver Spring, MD.
His grandparents are Margot and Frank
Steinhart.

Local Events and Opportunities
Exploring Grief Group
Kenilworth Union Church, 211 Kenilworth Ave.
March 2 & 16, April 6 & 20, May 4 & 18 – 7-8:30 p.m.
Samaritan Counseling Center’s new Exploring Grief Group provides a confidential and educational environment to grieve the
loss of a loved one. Meetings are held at Kenilworth Union Church on the first and third Mondays of each month through May.
This program is free and open to the public. Drop-ins are welcome. For more information, contact Joellen Hosler at 847-4751805, ext. 1 or jhosler@northshoresamaritan.org.

Teacher and Parent Development Workshop
The Process Approach; Encouraging Young Children’s Creativity
Sponsored by Winnetka Covenant Preschool, held at WCC; Presented by Tamara Golden, M.A. Art Ed
Thursday, Marth 5th, 6:30-8:30 p.m.; Cost - $5.00 (to cover materials)
RSVP to wccpdirector@gmail.com by February 28
During this workshop participants will:
•
•
•
•
•

learn about the benefits of engaging in process-based art experiences with young children
explore why these art experiences are ideal for supporting individualism and imagination
engage in observation, discussion, and have an opportunity to play!
gain insight on the presentation of materials, talking with children about their creations, and displaying children’s art
utilize documentation to communicate it’s value and as a tool for reflection

Faith, Food & Stewardship
Saturday, March 7 from 1:30-5:30 at WCC in the Upper Room
You are invited to join a North Park Theological Seminary class considering issues of Faith, Food & Stewardship. Speakers
will include Paul Priester, organic farmer and professor of counseling psychology, talking about faith and food initiatives in
Wisconsin and stewarding the land; Donn Engebreston, assistant to the president for mission funding/director for global
advancement for the Evangelical Covenant Church, talking about a biblical understanding of stewardship from abundance as
opposed to our cultural value of scarcity; and Paul deNeui, professor of missiology, talking about cultural perspectives on food
stewardship. Questions, contact Mary Chase-Ziolek (mchase-ziolek@northpark.edu or 773-244-6201).

“A Saturday with Friends”
A Workshop with Friends of the Groom Theater Company
Glen Ellyn Covenant Church – questions or to RSVP, contact Leslie Hodgkinson (leslie.hodgkinson@gecovenant.org)
March 20, Friday Evening Performance at 7 p.m.
March 21, Saturday Workshop from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. – Lunch will be provided (donations accepted but not expected)
Are you interested in moving forward in your faith? Do you want to learn ways of sharing your faith creatively? Don’t miss
this exciting day for all ages with a theater company that specializes in making the Christian message challenging and fun at the
same time. Those who come will be invited to participate in a variety of drama and storytelling activities, including five ways
to perform a story in church and using drama in worship and education. The workshop will also include techniques for bringing
scripture alive in worship, along with practical information about where to find resources for Christian theater and storytelling.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of
Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes, acknowledging that
mistakes are part of the growth process.

Rummage Sale
Saturday, April 25
40 Bags in 40 Days – a challenge for Lent
The idea of Forty Bags in Forty Days is to “cleanse” your living space of clutter during
the forty days of Lent by clearing out a small area each day and filling 40 bags with stuff
– things you don’t need, find useful, or love.
The first step is to make a little schedule for yourself. Divide your living space into forty
areas, until there are up to 40 small, manageable areas to work on each day. The bags can
be big or small. Even if you can’t purge enough to fill 40 bags, you’ll still gain from
decluttering your space, becoming more mindful of what you bring into or add to your
environment, and you’ll benefit the youth and missions of the church at the same time.
Drop off of donations begins April 13.

