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“Top Eleven Things I Love About
Winnetka Covenant Church”
As I prepare to leave Winnetka Covenant for a new chapter in my pastoral ministry, I
am reflecting upon all that I love and will miss about this congregation. Since I have
been here for eleven years, I thought it would be fitting to name the top eleven things I
love, although there are so many more. These are in no particular order.
1. You are willing to engage in struggling together with difficult questions.
2. Your Christian maturity—this comes through in many ways, but especially in
your commitment to our Guidelines for Loving Relationships.
3. You are very generous with your money, time and talents.
4. So many in this church are willing to use your gifts for the mission of the
church.
5. You have a high view of scripture as a congregation, even though you are
theologically diverse—which I have experienced as one of the strengths of
this church.
6. You like to have fun together! (Which usually includes eating together.)
7. You are committed to helping those in need.
8. Gladys Johnson.
9. You value including people of all ages in the life of the church, and you care
about helping everyone grow in their faith.
10. You genuinely care about each other.
11. You love to worship together.
As I think back on the whole of my ministry with you, Psalm 133 comes to mind:
How good and pleasant it is
when God’s people live together in unity!
It is like precious oil poured on the head,
Running down on Aaron’s beard,
Down on the collar of his robe.
It is as if the dew of Hermon
were falling on Mount Zion.
For there the Lord bestows his blessing,
Even life forevermore.
Living and serving among you has indeed been like precious oil poured on my head. I
will always thank God every time I remember you. I am confident that God will
powerfully lead you into the next season of your life and mission together. Grace and
peace to you!
Andrea Johnson

Christian Formation at WCC
Children’s Ministry

Wilmette Community
Vacation Bible School 2017
Hero Central:
Discover Your Strength in God!
June 19-22, 4:15-6:30 p.m. (optional dinner for the whole family afterward!)
Age 3 through Grade 4, register on our church website.
Hosted by Trinity Methodist Church, Wilmette, 1024 Lake Ave. in Wilmette
Brought to you by Winnetka Covenant Church, St. Augustine's Episcopal Church, Trinity United Methodist Church, St.
John's Lutheran Church, and 1st Presbyterian Church, Wilmette.
Volunteer to help with games, crafts, Bible stories, decorating, leading a small group of children, or helping make/serve
dinner. Contact Pastor Andrea if you'd like to volunteer. Jr. and Sr. High students are welcome to volunteer, too.

***All Church Picnic***
Sunday, June 4, on our front lawn, following the worship service
All ages are welcome!!
Lunch will be provided, along with a bouncy castle for the children (and the young at heart).
Bring blankets and chairs to sit on.
Note – this is the day we change to summer hours – worship service begins at 10:00.
We’re in need of volunteers to be with our children during worship on summer Sundays, beginning June 4: Nursery, 2’s
& 3’s, and age 4-grade 5. Please contact Joan in the church office to be added to the schedule for a particular Sunday.
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We Say Farewell:
With three staff members moving on to new ventures, we will be recognizing each of them in the next few weeks.
•
•
•

On June 4, we celebrate the ministry of Dawn Pegis.
On June 11, we celebrate the ministry of Christy Bouris.
On July 2, we celebrate the ministry of Andrea Johnson.

Please plan to be in church on these days to say good-bye and wish them well.

Summer 2017 – WCC Church Calendar
Ongoing Opportunities for Fellowship
Summer Sunday Supper and Bible Study. We will read EPHESIANS together. At 6:00 p.m. at the Hawkinson home,
Sundays June 18 (chapters 1 and 2), July 16 (chapters 3 and 4), and August 20 (chapters 5 and 6). Bring something to eat.
Drinks provided. Welcome!

Wednesday Night Walking, June 7-August 23. Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., walkers meet at the bench outside the
Glenview Senior Center, 2400 Chestnut Avenue. Walk at your own pace with friends around the beautiful Gallery Park.
Welcome!

Friday Morning Golf. June 9, July 7, and August 11. Join friends for 9 or 18 holes, all ages and abilities welcome.
Tee times 7:30 – 8 a.m. at Glencoe Golf Course. Reserve your place by the Wednesday before by noon by calling Pastor
Hawkinson . Welcome!

Worship at the Beach
Southern Strand of Gillson Park beach near the Wilmette Harbor.
Bring a chair or blanket.
Sunday, June 11 – 8 a.m.
Sunday, June 25 – 8 a.m.
Sunday, July 9 – 8 a.m.
Sunday, July 23 – 8 a.m.
Sunday, August 13 – 8 a.m.
Sunday, August 27 – 8 a.m. with baptisms

Evening Gatherings for Special Events
(all free, look for WCC folks there!)
Friday, June 9 – “The Princess Bride” movie, dusk at Hubbard Woods Park in Winnetka. Gathering at 7:15 p.m.
Friday, June 23 – ABBA Tribute band, Wallace Bowl, Wilmette, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, July 12 – “Flat Cats” (Blues and Jazz), 7 p.m. at Jackmann Park, 1930 Prairie St., in Glenview.
Friday, July 28 – “Damn Yankees” Summer Musical at Wallace Bowl, Wilmette, gathering at 7, show at 8 p.m.
Friday, August 4 – “Rhythm Rockets” (40’s R and B), Wallace Bowl, Wilmette, gathering at 7, show at 8 p.m.
Tuesday, August 15 – “Hidden Figures” movie @ dusk, Twiggs Park, Dodge and Simpson Avenues, Evanston
Tuesday, August 22 – “Brass From the Past,” Chicago Botanical Garden, 6 p.m.
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Mission Opportunities
A Just Harvest – June 1st and 15th at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join

the cooking crew. On the 15th we are also asked to send a crew to go to the Kitchen to serve. They depart from church at 4:30
and return at about 7:00. Contact Pastor Andrea to volunteer or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Volunteer to help repackage food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository

each month, 9:00 – 11:45 a.m. (Note the new time.) Our next volunteer day is Saturday, June 17th. Volunteers must
register and sign up online ahead of time (http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/). Contact Pastor Andrea with questions or for
help with signing up.

Welcome to the Sanctuary 5K! – to benefit A Just Harvest -

The 2nd annual Sanctuary 5K is a bold
proclamation of the inherent value of racial, economic, religious, ethnic, and social diversities that make up our city and our
country. The Sanctuary 5K is open to runners and walkers of all skill levels. The goal this year is to attract at least 100 runners.
•

•
•

When – Saturday, June 24, 2017
o 8:00 a.m. gather
o 9:00 a.m. stepoff
Where – Willye B. White Park, 1610 Howard St., Chicago, IL 60626
Fees and payment:
o $25 per runner
o Register at www.sanctuary5k.org

There are also sponsorship opportunities. Go to the web site for details.

A Letter from our missionaries, the Sander Family –
Hello Dear Winnetka Covenant Friends! Greetings from lovely Colombia! I have had a wonderful Thursday today, being quiet
before the Lord - praying and listening as to what He would want me to preach on for Mother’s Day. I do not always preach, so
when I do, I like to take the time necessary to see what comes about according to the Lord’s leading.
I also had time today to go through some of our email accounting and records and I wanted to write as I am not sure if we ever
send you an email THANKING you for your generous Christmas gift to us or not! IF NOT, please receive our gratitude today
as we appreciate your financial and prayer support for us and for our ministry here in Colombia! Together we serve the people
here, so thank you for being our ministry friends and partners! Please share our thank you with your church!
As well, yesterday we sent out an email saying that we will be in the US in 2018 and we sure hope to be able to see you
all! Please let us know when that could be! And, we hope someday a team from your church can enjoy getting to know
Colombia first hand!
Blessings from an incredibly beautiful day here in Medellín!
Mary Lou and Gary Sander

Memoirs Group -

This month's memoir writing group will meet Tuesday, June 13th at 1:00pm in the
Library. The topic will be “anything that happened in June.” However, please remember that you do not have to write on the
suggested prompt. Any topic is fine.
IF YOU HAVE NEVER ATTENDED BUT ARE CURIOUS ABOUT THE GROUP...please feel free to join us (with or
without writing) and see if it is something you'd enjoy in the future. Questions? Call or e-mail Judi Geake.
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Trustee Update
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through April 2017:
As of April 30, our financial summary is highlighted below.
Ø YTD Financials
o General Fund Giving through April 30 - $297,478 (8% less than 2016)
o Total receipts to date are 8% under planned budget; Expenses are under budget by 8%; Operating funds and
cash are better than planned.
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2017 Actual

2016 Actual

%

2017 Budget

%

General Fund Receipts

$347,330

$350,602

99%

$374,690

92%

Expenses

$325,082

$357,822

92%

$357,005

92%

$22,248

($7,219)

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
General Fund
Total

04/30/2017

04/30/2016

$(44,361)
79,619
10,318
$45,702

$(56,684)
87,557
6,318
$37,315

$ 136,024
43,753
0
$179,776

$134,478
44,964
521
$179,964

Ø WCC Projects and Special Needs
o
Thank you for your continued financial stewardship. We are slightly behind in giving. Mid-year statements
will be distributed, please review these and help us catch up.
o
For those considering a stock gift, this is a great way to benefit both you and the church. Contact a Trustee for
more information.
o
Besides your regular contributions, please also consider supporting our sanctuary video projection project.
The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Tom
Sharp, WCC Treasurer or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions.

Opportunity to Show Support
Less than a year ago, Thom & Phyllis Morris lost their two-year-old grandson, David, to a tragic accident at his home. Because
David had such a wonderful time at the public library while visiting his grandparents in Deerfield last year, his family has
chosen to honor his memory by partnering with their local library in Richmond, Washington, where he lived, to design an
interactive library space for children. They are hoping to unveil the project by his birthday in June.
If you would like to support Thom and Phyllis, their daughter Jenny and her husband, Dan, David’s younger brother William,
and all the family and friends who are missing this beautiful little boy, you may go to the link below. There you will see videos
of David exploring the Deerfield library and read all about the project to honor his memory by ensuring other young children
the same pleasure of discovery that he enjoyed.
https://www.youcaring.com/jenniferschreiberanddanschreiber-773443

Human Sexuality and the Church – next gathering Wednesday, June 7: 5:45 p.m. pizza dinner, 6:30 gathering in the upper
room. Our ongoing discussion about human sexuality continues with the topic: Where do we go from here? Child care and
activities for children through 5th grade.
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Women’s Ministries

Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second Thursday

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.
They all welcome new participants at any time.

of each month for fellowship and service. Watch the weekly
bulletins for location of the meeting.

Moms Together – Due to school closing dates, the

Sharing Group - We cordially invite all WCC women to

Moms’ group will meet the first Friday of June, (the 2nd)
from 10:00-11:30 instead of its regular second Friday of the
month. Please let Judi Geake know how many children you
will be bringing for child care. We are always looking for
grandmas to assist our paid sitter with child care.

join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon
for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on June 22nd at
Baker’s Square. You’ll enjoy the fellowship. Contact Marian
Eckhardt with questions.

Next Chapter – Our next meeting will be Tuesday,

conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome to
come with or without a project. This month’s meeting will be
June 20th.

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,

th

June 20 at 1:00 p.m. in the Upper Room. Over dessert,
we will watch two humorous videos on aging, and then
discuss the reality of what we have seen. Bring your
insights and your sense of humor! The Next Chapter is a
loose gathering of women … formerly called “recently
retired women” … who find themselves with time on their
hands and a desire to connect with other women in the
congregation. Please note it is the gathering that is loose,
not the women! Contact Judi Geake with questions.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study – This Bible study has
concluded meeting for the spring.

Central Conference Fall Fellowship Women’s Retreat:

Registration opens on June 1 for the
Central Conference Fall Fellowship Women’s Retreat. The retreat, “Living the Questions,” will be September 15-17 at
Covenant Harbor, with Karen Hinz as speaker. Registration forms and brochures are available on the bulletin board in the main
hallway, or you can go to www.wmcc2gether.com for more information.

Graduation Notes
Additional college graduation news:
•
•

Joseph Randazzo graduated on May 6 from Iowa State University, with a Bachelor of Science in Software
Engineering. Following graduation, Joe is working for Mediacom in Ames, Iowa.
At the North Park University graduation, Hannah Hawkinson was awarded the Ahnfeldt Medallion. This honor
signifies that Hannah had the highest grade point average in her graduating class!

This year’s high school graduates include:

Brinn Anderson graduates from Glenbrook North High School on June 4th. She will be attending St. Norbert College
in DePere, Wisconsin in the fall.
• Greta Eanes will graduate from Evanston Township High School on June 4th. She plans to attend Knox College.
• Jimmie Hall graduates on May 27 th from Notre Dame College Prep, in Niles, IL. He will attend the University of
North Dakota in Grand Forks, ND, to study Physical Therapy.
• Kari Hoglund is graduating from New Trier High School on June 4th. She plans to study Dance at Slippery Rock
University in the fall.
• Robbie Kelly will graduate on May 27th from Loyola Academy. He will be going to the University of Minnesota, to
the Carlson School of Business, with a planned major in Finance.
• Anni Magnusson graduates from New Trier High School on June 4th. She will attend Hope College in Holland,
Michigan, with plans to major in Studio Art.
• Leif Schultz graduates on June 4th from Glenbrook South High School. He plans to attend Marquette University in
Milwaukee in the College of Business.
• Amanda Stenstrom is graduating from Vernon Hills High School on May 26th. She will be attending the Solid Rock
School of Discipleship in Long Prairie, MN (at Lake Beauty Bible Camp).
• Katie Wiberg will graduate from Glenbrook South High School on June 4th. She will be going to the University of
Missouri in the fall, majoring in Journalism.
Congratulations to each of our graduates and best wishes for the future.
•
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Mailbox
Thank you so much to all of you who have carried me to the
Lord in your prayers, and encouraged me with hospital visits, phone
calls, and cards over the last year. It was a year ago this May since
I was diagnosed with cancer. I feel healthy and I trust that I am now
cancer-free. I look back at this last year as a time when God
affirmed that He has a plan for my life – however short or long it
may be – and showed me how much He takes care of me day by day
and moment by moment, and I feel like I understand Him in a new
way. I was reminded that in the midst of the hard times, there is still
goodness and grace. In His crazy way, God uses circumstances big
and small, to show us more of who He is and how much He loves us.
He definitely used all of you, and I was really touched by your love
and concern for me. I really cannot thank you enough, especially,
for your prayers. I feel like this last year also gave me a chance to
see, in a new way, just how loving my Winnetka Church family is
and how well you reflect Christ. Thank you!!
Well, 2017 is moving on in full force … hair is growing in and
I’m starting to work out (definitely need it!) and life is returning to
normal. On the inside, I hope I don’t return quite to normal … I
hope that I look at people more lovingly and take the time to thank
God for each day and ask Him for what He might have planned for
me today. May God bless you to overflowing, just like you have
blessed me.
Lee Lane

Dear Members and Friends,
The Rummage Sale each year
takes the efforts of many, many
willing hands over a very short
period of time. Many thanks to the
“army” of workers who made this
year’s sale happen. Not only is it a
very effective fund-raiser (over
$15,000 and counting) but it also is
a very effective way for people to
make connections with others as
they work together.
Again, many thanks for your
contributions to the sale.
Rummage Committee
Dear Winnnetka Church Family,
We are very happy to report that Andrew is in
remission and the long term prognosis is very
good. We are all so thankful for the love and
support you have shown us over the last 6 months
in the form of notes, expressions of concern, and
especially your prayers!
Andrew, Lois, and Steve Olson

Family News
Congratulations and best wishes to:
•

•

•

Jan Anderson, on the birth of a new great-granddaughter,
Else LaVonne Cederberg. Else was born on Monday, April
24 to Maja and Tim Cederberg, and is the granddaughter of
Tim and Lisa Olsen.
Susan & Max Fry, on the birth of Bennett Markus Fry, on
May 13th in Colordao. Bennett was 7 lb., 9 oz. at birth and
joins his big sister, Hannah, at home. Joan Johnson is his
grandmother.
Kari Peterson and Dan Giacalone, who were recently
engaged. They are planning a June, 2018 wedding. Kari is
the daughter of Lance and LoAnn Peterson.

Youth Opportunities
Regular Junior and Senior High activities have concluded for the school year. Watch the bulletins and your e-mails for
information about summer activities. For more information and details about any youth group activities, please visit
www.winnetkacovenant.org, then select ministries in the side bar and click on either junior or senior high to see a list of up-todate happenings, including the link to the online calendar. Questions? Contact Christy.

Youth Pastor Search Team – The search committee has been formed and is beginning to meet.

Members are:
Jed Bassett, Micah Bowe, Kristina Hawkinson, Linnea Johnson, Kajsa Nelson, Rachel Rescorl, Inger Eiesland-Schultz, Kim
Steiner, Krist Werling, Kurt Zitzner, Brian Madvig (ex-officio) and Peter Hawkinson (ex-officio). Please be in touch with any
of these folks to offer hopes and ideas, and please remember to pray for the process!
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Do You Know Why You Are Who You Are?
Parents: Have you ever wondered how you could have given birth to a child so unlike the two of you?
Kids: Have you ever thought to yourself that you must surely be adopted - the only explanation for why you are so unlike
anyone else in your family?
Why not make this summer a learning experience for everyone.
Our different personalities play a role in how we each see and react to various situations. If you or your family members would
like to better understand these normal, natural differences and how they impact family dynamics, call or e-mail Judi Geake and
arrange to take the Meyers Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI). Then sit down together and explore those differences. The indicators
can be filled out at home and returned to Judi for scoring.
In a recent thank you note, one mother wrote: "Administering the Myers Briggs to our family has been the greatest gift. Now
we’ve got a framework to understand each other. We’re exploring our differences and appreciating each other, whereas in the
past, we would just walk away from some conversations scratching our heads and feeling disconnected. We’re closer than
we’ve been in ages because this has taken our relationship to a whole new level."
There is no charge for church members or attenders. For further information or scheduling, contact Judi.

Spend a While on the Nile!
his summer we’re taking a journey back to ancient Egypt … without leaving our community! Find out what
happened to Joseph as he went from Pharaoh’s prison to the palace.
VBS Camp 2016 age 3-entering grade 4
June 20 – 23, 4:15 – 6:15, followed by supper for the family
Hosted by Winnetka Covenant Church, 1200 Hibbard Road, Wilmette, IL
Participating churches: Community Church of Wilmette, First Presbyterian Church, St. Augustine’s Episcopal
Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Trinity United Methodist Church, Winnetka Covenant Church
Visit the Egypt VBS Job Fair in the narthex beginning on Sunday, April 10!

Spend a While on the Nile!
This summer we’re taking a journey back to ancient Egypt … without leaving our community! Find out what
happened to Joseph as he went from Pharaoh’s prison to the palace.
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