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Scriptures, Stories, and SummerSummer-Time
In her wonderful little book, Speaking of Faith: Why Religion Matters and How to
Talk About It, author Krista Tippett reflects on the stories of many biblical characters and when she thinks about Jacob/Israel, she says this:
“This is a story beloved by many who have struggled with the gap between
real life and religious ideas. True biblical faith expands and deepens as it
incorporates mistakes, questions, catastrophes, and changes of mind and
heart.” (p. 53)
Wow! I found myself underlining, circling, and adding my own exclamation
point! Are you, like me, one who struggles with that gap between your “real
life” and your “religious ideas?” Isn’t what Krista reflects on here the central reason why so many in our world feel either unwelcome or unworthy in the Christian Church? I wonder … and invite you into a summer-time of wondering too. I
challenge you. Read and reflect thoughtfully on God’s life with Jacob, or Saul, or
Simon. Stay with them for a while, before their names are changed. Notice how
even after they are new people still ALL of them moves forward into faith and life
with God. Isn’t it uncomfortable, and oh so beautiful?
Here’s a question to chew on this summer: Could it in fact be true that we have
gotten the whole concept of “biblical faith ” completely wrong? We who tie a
faith to obedience, and strength of character, and victory over doubt, and an
ever-more holy and God-like life (all very good things by the way!); we who neglect these biblical narratives, one after another, because of their brutal honesty
and unwavering witness to the grace of God, these stories that tell us that God
seeks out and calls, loves and blesses not only or mostly the best and the brightest, but stragglers and strugglers like us.
Add our own story to the mix. Isn’t it true? Aren’t you resistant to trust, often
doubting, truthfully pretty much uninterested in spiritual growth? Are you not
finding yourself to feel unworthy of a God who cares or comes or calls? Aren’t
you, honestly, self-preoccupied, and content to be? What would it mean for you
to know how often your pastor(s) feels so much the same?
And what if that is the whole point of the chorus of biblical characters, that they
are called by God in spite of themselves, blessed because they are broken, loved
because they are so completely lost for what really matters? What if true biblical
faith is in fact all tied up in the grace of God breathing into all those mistakes,
and catastrophes, those doubts and fears that belong to us? Doesn’t this really
make Divine transformation all the more beautiful? What do you think?
Let some biblical character (try Jacob/Israel if you dare!) companion you this
summer, and invite you to be honest about your own journey. Wonder in the
grace of God. Ponder the next step God has in mind. God bless you, friend!
Peter Hawkinson

CHRISTIAN FORMATION NEWS & EVENTS
CHRISTIAN FORMATION:
Our continuing journey of being transformed by the Holy Spirit into Christ’s likeness,
experiencing and expressing love for God and others.

Sunday School for children and adults has concluded for the summer. Classes resume after Labor Day.

On behalf of the congregation,
The Christian Formation Board would like to say
THANK YOU!!!
To the 80 volunteers who served in Christian Formation roles
with children, youth and adults this year.
Because you have given selflessly of your time, energy, care, and love for Christ,
we have grown in our relationship with God and with each other. We pray that you, too, have
been blessed, as you have been a blessing to Winnetka Covenant Church this year.

2012 Vacation Bible School!
In just a few weeks we’re taking a journey back to ancient Babylon where you’ll get to talk to
Daniel and find out what it was like to be a captive in a strange country.
Explore the Marketplace shops, play games, visit Daniel, dance to lively Bible songs, and
sample some tasty tidbits as you discover more about Daniel’s adventures in Babylon.
These experiences make God’s Word come alive for kids!
The adventure begins soon, so get ready to step back in time!

June 18-22, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Age 3 through Grade 5
Supper for families is included!

Register on-line at
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Winnetka Covenant Church, 1200 Hibbard Rd., Wilmette, (847) 446-4300
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MUSIC NOTES
We’ve said goodbye in remembrance to some of our dear ones lately. What a legacy of singing they left! We expressed our hearts in word, prayer and SONG!
A friend in New York City recently sent me a documentary video which featured his new endeavor leading seniors with dementia and their caregivers in group singing (and even some
movement!). They are documenting the influence music-making has in their lives. When they
can’t remember what they did an hour ago, they can still SING and remember all the songs from when they
were younger. The brain and music are a marvelous pairing. Music links a multitude of neurons across
BOTH hemispheres of the brain. Anecdotal evidence and now scientific findings are documenting the positive effects of music in increasing vital function in child development AND through the aging process. Glen
Campbell now tours making music with his family while in the stages of Alzheimers.
Perhaps, the more participation you have in music while you are young, the more you’ll have with you later.
Enrich your life! Sing in a choir!
The video of the chorus is now on the NYU website at: http://aging.med.nyu.edu/
“I will praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
marvelous are your works, and my soul knows very well.” Psalm 139:14
Praising my Saviour all the day long, Dawn

SUMMER SCHEDULE NOTES
We begin our summer worship schedule on June 3. Worship begins at 9:30 a.m., followed on the 3rd by
the annual all-church picnic on our front lawn. Food will be provided - we encourage you to bring blankets
and chairs.
Three times in the summer we will hold early worship services at the beach at Gillson Park in Wilmette. The
services will be at 8:00 a.m. and the dates are:
June 17
July 22
August 26
You are encouraged to bring chairs or blankets to sit on during the service. The service on August 26 will
include baptism in the lake. Please contact Pastor Hawkinson if you are interested in being baptized.
*************************
Many of our children, youth and college students will be spending a week, several weeks or the entire summer at one of our camps. We ask for your prayers for all of these, praying for their safety, for lots of fun,
and for their spiritual enrichment, including possible first decisions to follow Christ. Those from WCC who
will be attending camp are:
Covenant Harbor - Hannah Bender, Artemis Delancey, Kendall Drimalla, Margot Durston, Zoe Durston,
Isabella Ecklund, Annabelle Fogel, Greg Geake, Madison Heintzelman, Liam O’Donovan and
IngMarie Schultz.
Covenant Point - Brinn Anderson, Micah Bowe, Chase Breidenbach, Graham Breidenbach,
Harper Breidenbach, Spencer Eanes, Owen Engling, Anna Fridell, Greg Geake,
Sarah Hawkinson, Stina Hawkinson, Jimmie Hall, Nathan Hall, Annie Hoglund, Kari Hoglund,
Will Kelly, Jake Laser, Annika Magnusson, Allen Moy, Kaley Mulhern, Emmett Peterson,
Haydon Peterson, Cassidy Rescorl, Macallister Rescorl, Leif Schultz, Ben Wiberg,
Katie Wiberg, and Soren Wiberg.
Working at Covenant Point - some of our incoming 9th graders will be able to work at Point during CHIC
week, some of our high school students will work on kitchen or grounds crew for 3-week ses
sions and some of our college kids will work for the summer as counselors.
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A JUST HARVEST COMMUNITY KITCHEN
With the month of June comes the end of the
school year, the beginning vacations and other fun
summer plans. In and around our other summer
activities, let’s be sure not to forget the patrons of
A Just Harvest’s community kitchen. We will be
working in our own church kitchen, preparing
healthy meals on the 7th with John Anderson and
the 21st with Ted Garrison. Come join us in our
kitchen between 1 and 4 p.m. on one or both days
if you can. No experience necessary! We would
love to share the enjoyment of this simple service

work with you.
On the 21st, we will need a group of 8 people to
serve our meal at A Just Harvest. There is a sign
up sheet for this outside our church kitchen. If you
have any further interest, or questions, please feel
free to contact Ted or John, or the church office,
or the church website (ww w. winnetkacov.org).
Thanks for your
John Anderson

support,

Family Camp - August 66-11, 2012 - there are still openings!!
Consider creating space in your schedule this summer for our annual All-Church Family Camp at Covenant
Point in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula! From August 6th through the 11th we’ll enjoy the best of camp life
together - great food, the lake, chapel, ropes course, the Island, staff, games and free time - and have a
chance each day to contribute to the ministry of Covenant Point through various age-appropriate work
projects. The week has drawn nearly 60 participants each year and has become a much-loved time to rest,
share our faith, and introduce new people to the camp’s ministry. Brochures are available and information is
posted on the web site, w w w. winnetkacovenant.org. Registration forms are in the brochure or can be done
online. Questions? Ask Andrea Johnson.

MISSION COMMITTEE UPDATE: Samuel, our child from Ethiopia
Did you know that Winnetka Covenant Church sponsors a child through Compassion International?
Samuel Tsegaw is 10 years old and will be 11 on December 27th. He lives with his mother and there are
four children in his family.
The latest letter from Samuel says:
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church,
How are you? I am fine and so is my family. I wish you happy new year and merry Christmas holiday.
School is open and I started learning and get necessary things from the project. I started learning with joy. A local
crop is bought for me. Thank you for all your support. I get necessary things from the project and go to church
and learn in Sunday School.
Love, Samuel
So what can you do to help support Samuel? Actually Samuel’s monthly amount that he receives from our
church is not supposed to come from the Missions Committee budget, but rather through donations from our
church members. Please let me know if you would like to sign up to pay for a month and I will put you on
the list or sign up on the schedule posted in the missions display area. Besides helping out by paying the
$40.00 for a month you are always welcome to write a letter of encouragement to Samuel or send a small
gift (little car, crayons, coloring book, etc.). All months are available right now starting with May 2012 and
moving on through December 2012. It is a great way to get your whole family involved in missions!
During Sunday School classes with the children ages 4 through 5th grade in the month of April, I told them
about Samuel and they drew great cards that I am sending to him. I also took pictures for him so that he is
more familiar with our community of believers. I am going to be coming around to other groups to ask for
cards and take pictures as well. If you have items or cards to send him just contact me and I will arrange to
get them from you.
Please prayerfully consider helping our church sponsor this child in some way.
Thank you for your time,
Laurel Thomas, Missions Committee
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TRUSTEE NEWS
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through April 2012:
Straight talk about financial stewardship – As of April, we have continued to fall behind in our General Fund
receipts. For the summer season, our General Fund receipts are particularly at risk to fall behind even more.
Please maintain your pledges, sign up for online giving or consider front loading your giving if you will be absent most of this summer. Thanks for your ongoing support and generosity at WCC.
►YTD Financials
♦ General Fund Giving for 2012 - $353,750
♦ Receipts 1% greater than last year and 7.8% below budget ($23,000 short)
♦ Expenses are slightly below last year and 4% below 2012 budget ($14,393 less)
♦ Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2012 Actual

2011 Actual

%

General Fund Receipts

$ 353,750

$ 350,533

101% $ 377,207

93%

Expenses

$ 359,772

$ 367,283

98% $ 374,165

96%

Net Operating Income / (Loss)

($ 6,022)

($ 16,750)

Debt Payments

$ 11,005

$ 10,554

Net Excess / (Deficit)

($ 17,027)

($ 27,304)

General Fund Cash
Building Fund
Exchange Fund
Depreciation Set Aside
Memorial Fund
Petty Cash
Total

4/30/2012
$ (21,630)
3,050
158,872
40,848
52,698
125
$ 233,963

2012 Budget %

4/30/2011
$ (59,558)
2,975
212,954
40,783
94,728
125
$ 292,007

►Capital Projects
♦ Projects in plan: Replacement of Sanctuary and Choir room air conditioners and completion of the Organ
refurbishing
♦ These funds are expected to come in part from the Exchange and Memorial Fund accounts and 2012
budget.
♦ Unfortunately, this will reduce our cash position significantly, putting even more emphasis on timely general fund giving (pledge and non-pledge giving).
The WCC Board of Trustees develops monthly financial reports and meeting minutes with further details.
These can be referenced in the church office and will be summarized at the quarterly business meetings.
Please contact Scott Hall, Treasurer or Roger Schmitt, Financial Secretary for any questions.

MESSAGE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
As the summer months are now upon us, and you are possibly making plans for trips and vacations that
keep you away from your WCC family for weeks/months, please know that you will be missed and we encourage you to:
- STAY CONNECTED - Sunday services can be viewed online by visiting the “Resources” section of
the church website, w w w. winnetkacovenant.org.
- GIVE AHEAD - Take a moment to think about how your tithes and offerings are valued and needed
to advance our ministries. The summer months have typically seen declines in contributions and
thus difficulties meeting expenses. If you are able, give early and give generously.
- EXPERIENCE REST - Reflect on Matthew 11:28, reminding yourself that it is only in God that we
find our complete rest … from the cares of the world, from the sorrows that plague us, and from the
need to work to make ourselves acceptable to Him.
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES NEWS
Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church. They all welcome new participants at any time.
QUILTERS, KNITTERS, ETC. - Meet on the second Thursday of each month for fellowship and service.
Watch the weekly bulletins for details and location of the meeting.
SHARING GROUP - We cordially invite all WCC women to join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at
12:00 noon for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on June 28 at Baker’s Square. You’ll enjoy the fellowship! Call Marian Eckhardt with questions.
STITCH AND STUDY - Stitch and Study, combining Bible Study, conversation, and craft/needlework projects,
meets on the first Tuesday of each month at the home of Marilynn Nelson at 7 p.m. This month’s meeting
is June 5. We are now using the texts for the coming Sunday, along with our own Covenant Hymnal as a
resource for the study. New participants are always welcome to come for the study and conversation, with
or without a project.
The Tuesday morning and Thursday afternoon Bible Studies are finished for the summer. They will resume meeting after Labor Day.
CENTRAL CONFERENCE FALL FELLOWSHIP WOMEN’S RETREAT - Extreme Makeover: you edition
The Central Conference fall women’s retreat, entitled “Extreme Makeover: you edition”, is scheduled for
September 14-16 or September 21-23 at Covenant Harbor, in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. Information, including a list of the workshops, descriptions of the leaders, costs, etc., are on the bulletin board in the main hallway of the church. Registration opens June 1 and there are registration forms available on the bulletin board
as well. More information can be found at w w w.wmcc2gether.com.

OUTREACH COMMITTEE SUMMER PLANS - S.O.S.!!! S.O.S.!!!
The Outreach Committee is putting out an S.O.S. to make this summer a Summer of Service. Here’s the
idea: perform an act of service (or more) for someone else. That’s all there is to it. There’s no homework,
nothing to purchase, no event to reserve time for, no money to be raised - just YOU, doing something for
someone else. The beauty of this is that you can perform acts of service for others whether you’re at home,
at work, on vacation, at camp - wherever you find yourself in the presence of another person!
When you perform an act of service, fill out a post card report and deposit it in the S.O.S. box in the sanctuary, or send an e-mail to the church office, and we’ll put it in the box for you. Tell us 1) what you did and
2) how it made you feel. We’ll post some of our acts of service on the website as they come in. We’re excited to see how many acts of service we can perform over the summer. And at the end of the summer
we’ll celebrate all that God has done through us, for others. Have a great Summer of Service!
*************************
Rummage Sale Success!
Thanks to everyone who donated items, and worked so hard the week and the day of the sale! This was
our most successful rummage sale to date with over $15,000 raised! Despite drizzle and cool temperatures, over
300 people lined up before the doors even opened! The proceeds we made are enough to cover the cost of CHIC
this summer for our students and leaders. A big Thank You from the youth group!
*************************

FAMILY NEWS
We extend our congratulations to:
♦ Elizabeth and Scott Herman, on the birth of Colton Philip on April 29. Colton’s big sister is Addison and
his grandparents are Sam and JoAnn Papanek.
♦ Rob Morris, on his recent engagement to Maria Kolosova, who is a native of Moscow. Rob and Maria
met in New York, while both working for Cisco Systems. Currently they are both living in London, but
were engaged at the Trevi Fountain in Rome. They will be married on September 30 in Nerja, Spain.
Best wishes to both of these families.
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WINNETKA MAILBOX
To my Winnetka Friends,
Thank you for helping me say good-bye to my Ollie. Your cards and hugs and prayers have helped me so
much. Fifty-eight of our sixty-nine years of marriage have been spent at Winnetka Covenant Church. This has
been home to us.
Love, Miss Verna Fogel
We just wanted to express our thanks to Pastors Peter and Art for the commitment service they gave for
Ethel on May sixth. We appreciate all that they have done for Ethel and our Family. The columbarium is a
beautiful and tranquil setting. This place is a wonderful addition to our church. It is such a blessing and comfort to
have our loved ones at peace here.
With gratitude, the Pearson and Reeber Families

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES
Graduate degrees - Anne Bassett got her Master’s of Science Education May 12 from Illinois Institute of Technology.
- Megan Braun graduated from Loyola University, Chicago, with a Master’s in Social Work. She is
interested in working in the field of adoption.
- Emily Peterson graduated from the University of Virginia’s Landscape Architecture program.
- Ben Steel graduated on May 12 from North Park Theological Seminary with an M.Div. degree. He
will move back to Snoqualmie, WA, with his family, as he discerns the next step for his life.
From college - Jenna Clausen graduated from the University of Arizona with a Bachelor of Arts from the College of
Humanities - Creative Writing Major, Business Minor. She will pursue a job in San Francisco.
- Maren Lyngso graduated on May 13th from Purdue University with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Family and Consumer Sciences Education. She has moved home to Glenview and is looking
for a Jr. or Sr. High teaching position.
- Tyler Nelson received a degree in Biology from North Park University on May 12th. He is studying
for the MCAT and applying to med school and will be working in a lab at Northwestern.
- Colin Quackenbush will graduate in June from Seattle Pacific University with a Bachelor of Arts in
Business Administration. He will remain in Seattle and will work for Penn, Schoen, Berland as
a Market Research Analyst.
- Eric Wallgren graduated from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, on May 11th, with a
Bachelor of Arts in English. He plans to return to Chicago, where he will pursue a job.
From high school - Christine Anderson, from Libertyville High School on June 1. She will attend Belmont University in
Nashville, TN and plans to major in English.
- Chris Hall, from New Trier High School on June 3. He plans to attend Elon University in North
Carolina, where he will play baseball.
- Rachel Kovacic, from New Trier High School on June 3. She will attend North Park University.
- Peter Lyngso, from Glenbrook South. He will be attending the University of Wisconsin/Milwaukee,
majoring in Film Production.
- Sam Madvig, from New Trier High School on June 3. Sam will attend Northwestern University
(Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences), where he will pursue pre-Med.
- Liesel Magnusson, from New Trier on June 3. She will attend North Park University, with plans to
major in Nursing or pre-Med.
- Carlton Nelson, graduates from New Trier on June 3 and will attend North Park University.
- Blaine Quackenbush, from New Trier on June 3. He will attend California Polytechnic State
University, School of Mathematics, in San Luis Obispo, CA. He will pursue a degree in
Applied Mathematics.

7

OUR MISSION
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
And serving others as Christian disciples,
Building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

GUIDELINES FOR LOVING RELATIONSHIPS
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other, valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes, acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

WINNETKA COVENANT CHURCH
1200 HIBBARD ROAD
WILMETTE, ILLINOIS 60091
(847) 446-4300

