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Resolve to keep doing good
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest
if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” Galatians 6:9-10
I’m a reluctant maker of New Year’s resolutions, as I seldom follow through on my
intentions for very long. My resolutions are usually along the lines of flossing my
teeth more often, exercising more, and coming to a complete stop at stop signs. After
this year full of so much collective angst in our country and world, flossing, while
important according to my dentist, seems like a resolution that falls pretty flat. This
year and these times call for a firm decision to do good – to do small or large things
that may make the world a better place. I suppose this is always a resolution of mine,
but this year I feel the need to do good with more urgency than ever.
We are blessed to be part of a church that encourages us in this and provides
opportunities for us to use our gifts to make the world a better place in the name of
Christ. Would you join me in my New Year’s resolution to do good this year? Below
is a list of practical things we can do to help others when needs arise. This list may
not be complete; if you can think of other needs that we can attend to, please let me
know.
• Make and deliver a meal to persons/families for a variety of reasons (new
baby, just home from the hospital after surgery, grieving the loss of a loved
one)
• Help someone with shoveling snow or raking leaves
• Provide child care for someone in a pinch
• Do handyman projects
• Help someone with cleaning
• Help someone with gardening or landscaping
• Help prepare and/or serve refreshments for memorial services
• Drive someone to a doctor’s appointment or to worship on Sunday
• Visit the homebound
• Serve supper at A Just Harvest Community Kitchen
• Volunteer at the Greater Chicago Food Depository
• Volunteer for a night of hosting Family Promise
If you’d like to be added to our list as someone who is available to be asked when one
of these particular needs arises, please send an email to Pastor Andrea or call the
church office. We’d love to connect your gifts with others’ needs.
If you’re aware of a friend, neighbor, or relative of yours who isn’t part of our
congregation who has a need for help that you don’t feel you can do on your own, I
encourage you to contact the church for assistance. We are a community full of
people with many gifts that are waiting to be shared with others. These are great
opportunities for us to reach out into the community with our time and abilities. We
have much good to offer the world! Let us resolve together to keep doing good.
Andrea Johnson

Christian Formation at WCC
Children’s Ministry
Rotation Sunday School

2016-17 Theme: Witness to God’s Presence

In Rotation Sunday School, children age 4 through grade 5 focus on
the same theme or Bible story over the course of four weeks in a
different workshop each week. They explore the story through art,
drama, cooking, games, video, and other workshops that help them
engage with the story in different ways. Each class has an adult
“Shepherd” who accompanies them through the year and builds
relationships with the children. Schedules are posted around the
church building so that you can easily know which room your child’s
workshop is in on any given Sunday.

January 8, 15, 22 and 29: Feeding the 5000
Key verse: “Surely this is the Prophet who was to
come into the world!” John 6:14
Workshops:
Thou Art: Children will make “fish prints” on
t-shirts
Garden of Eatin’: Children will make fish-shaped
baked pretzels
Disciples’ Drama: Children will create a newscast
reporting from the scene
Faith Today: “Giving a little can mean a lot.”
Children will learn about and participate in a
service project.

Adult Sunday School
Science & Faith:
January 8, 15, 22 & 29
Beginning with a presentation on the history of the relationship between
science and faith, various speakers will lead us in exploring and discussing
different aspects of science and faith.

On Wednesday, January 11, at 6:30 p.m., we will have our next monthly discussion times in relation to the issue of LGBTQ
inclusion. We will discuss the 2007 position paper adopted by the Evangelical Covenant Church. Copies of this paper are
available in the church office or can be accessed on the church web site (www.winnetkacovenant.org). Dinner will be at the
usual time (5:45-6:30) and children’s programs will be led by North Park students so all can participate in the discussion.
Choir will rehearse at 8:00.

Trustee Notes
The Trustees wish to thank all Winnetka Covenant members and friends who have so faithfully supported the ministries of the
church in this past year with their financial gifts.
The members and friends of the church also thank the Trustees for their tireless work throughout the year making sure the
building and grounds are cared for and kept in good repair and keeping track of all of the church finances.
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Music Notes
As 2017 approaches, this admonition and promise in Proverbs 3 is resonating with me:
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your paths.
This will be my last Network (at least for a while). I’ve asked to take a Leave of Absence from January 1 through the Spring
choir season. Since Jon is on a sabbatical this Spring (something for which he has earnestly waited for 30 years) I want to have
more time available to explore some things we might do together as we look toward retirement in the near future.
I’m so attached to the choirs and picking our music for worship at Winnetka Covenant, I will greatly miss that. Please pray for
us as we seek God’s plan for our lives. I love you all very much and thank you so much for allowing me to serve among you.
We will be mostly resident, but I’m sure some traveling will be a serious component in the next months. Again, thank you for
your prayers.
Yours in Christ,
Dawn

Youth Opportunities
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Sr. High Youth Group – Sundays, January 8, 15, 22 & 29, from 7-9 p.m., at church.
Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation – Sundays, January 8, 22 & 29, from 4:30-6:30 p.m., at church
Sr. High After-School Coffee – Wednesdays, January 4, 11, 18 & 25, at 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Homework/Hangout Times – Jr. High in the Youth Room, Sr. High in Christy’s office
Jr. High Deep Freeze Retreat – January 13-15, Covenant Harbor, Lake Geneva, WI
Sr. High Chummy Awesomeness – Friday, January 20, at church

For more information and details about any youth group activities, please visit www.winnetkacovenant.org, then select
ministries in the side bar and click on either junior or senior high to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the
online calendar. Christy will be on maternity leave through mid-January. Any questions about jr. high should be directed to
Pastor Peter or Pastor Andrea. Any questions about sr. high should be directed to Kim Steiner or Rachel Kovacic.
MATH TUTORING – offer from Paul Christmas
Any student who is active in a youth group at WCC who needs Mathematics tutoring, I will tutor for free. I am available to
meet before Wednesday night supper or Saturday morning after 10:00.

It’s Retreat Season
It’s that time of year again where numerous retreats will be happening in the next few months. There is something for
everybody so take a look.

Junior High – January 13-15 - Deep Freeze retreat at Covenant Harbor. Contact Andrea Johnson for information.
Families and all ages – January 26-29 – Winter Family Camp at Covenant Point. All ages are welcome and invite your
friends. Contact Jeff Johnson or Linnea Johnson for information, registration forms available in the office and online.

Women – February 10-12 – Women’s retreat at Covenant Harbor with Denise Johnson as speaker. The official registration
period has closed but there’s often a lot of flexibility. Contact Joan Wallgren for information and to check availability.

Senior High – February 17-19 – One Life retreat at Covenant Point. Contact Kim Steiner for information.
Men – March 10-12 at Covenant Harbor. This retreat is sponsored by Lumunos. More information to come, registration will
be available through the website.
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Women’s Ministries

Sharing Group - We cordially invite all WCC women to
join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon
for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on January 26th at
Baker’s Square. You’ll enjoy the fellowship. Contact Marian
Eckhardt with questions.

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.
They all welcome new participants at any time.

Moms Together – Just a reminder that the Mom’s group
is now meeting the SECOND FRIDAY of each month
(9:30-11:00 a.m.). January meeting will be on the 13th.
Child care is available. Please join us any time you are able
… no need to be a ‘regular’ although several women are.
Just let Judi Geake or the office know how many children
you are bringing so that we can arrange to have enough
child-care workers.

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome to
come with or without a project. This month’s meeting will be
January 17th.

Memoir Group – Getting Our Family Stories on

Thursday Discussion/Book Group – the Thursday

Paper – See announcement on below on this page.

women’s discussion group is finishing their discussion of the
book Barefoot and then won’t meet again in January. Watch
for the announcement of a new book to read and discuss.

Next Chapter – The Recently Retired Women’s group
has decided on an official name – The Next Chapter. Watch
the weekly bulletins for events and activities that will be
scheduled for this group. Questions? Contact Judi Geake.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study –There will be no class

on January 3rd. Our study in Revelation will continue on
January 10th with Revelation chapter 12, “The Woman and
The Angry Dragon”. We welcome you to join us and we
promise both a challenge and a blessing! (Contact Joann
Larson for information).

Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second Thursday
of each month for fellowship and service.
weekly bulletins for location of the meeting.

Watch the

Men’s Fellowship
At 8:00 a.m., on the first three Saturday mornings of each month, a herd of males gathers in the prayer room at Winnetka
Covenant to a) drink coffee and eat a tasty baked goody (void of all calories), b) catch up with each other’s lives, and c) find a
place in the circle of chairs. The chatter subsides and the “igniter” of the day brings forth a reading from a book or magazine
that caught his attention—perhaps with a burning question or two about the intersection of daily life and our Christian faith.
The varied perspectives and faith expressions from diverse backgrounds and experiences create a wonderful discussion. Humor
frequently seasons the conversation. We learn about each other; we learn from each other. Men of the church of any and every
age—you are warmly invited to share in this rich fellowship. If you have questions about this gathering, please contact Paul
Christmas or Royce Eckhardt.

Memoir Group Encourages Men to Join, Too!

The Month Memoir Writing Group that meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 1:00-2:30 p.m. in the church library is open
to everyone … men included. The topic for this month is New Beginnings … are you starting something new … have you
made any New Year’s Resolutions … was there a time in your life when you started a new venture successfully …
unsuccessfully? You get the idea. Questions? Call Judi Geake or Joann Larson.

Sports Opportunities
Feeling the need to get active in the cold winter months? There are several sports opportunities happening at church. They are:
Volleyball – Coed adult volleyball every Monday from 6:30 to 9:00 (arrive when you can, leave when you need to). All levels
and ages of players are welcome, from high school and up. Contact Kurt for information or to get on the e-mail reminder list.
We share childcare duties so kids are welcome.
Basketball – Men’s basketball on Tuesdays at 7:00 and Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. Contact John Couleur for information.
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Mailbox
Dear WCC Friends,
I want to express my deep gratitude to my
home church for the support I’ve received
through condolence cards and phone calls. But I
especially appreciate the love shown for Kathy
(and me) at the 19 November memorial service. I
have been told by family and many friends (even
those who viewed the videotape of the service)
that they were deeply touched by the number of
you who came to the service as well as the
service itself. Indeed, it was very uplifting and a
wonderful celebration of my best friend. I also
want to thank Pastor Peter for his support and
conduct of the service, the diaconate for the
reception following the service, church staff for
its participation in making the service a
memorable one and to Bernie Shelton for
videotaping it.
God’s peace to you all.
Ray
Dear WCC Friends,
Thank you for your cards and support
during the lengthy illness and subsequent death
of my father. I am very grateful to be a part of
the caring community of WCC.
Bob Braun and family

Dear “Cheerful Givers,”
Thank you for again making Christmas special
for our senior friends at Friendly Towers. With your
help, we gave gifts to 93 residents. I call it a
Christmas miracle. Also many thanks to mothers and
daughters (Carolyn Carlson, Laurel and Rachel,
Kira and Maeve) who provided our program; and to
all the kids who sang, helped serve the food, and
passed out the presents. Together we did it again!
Thanks, Gladys
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church Family,
I wish to extend a heartfelt Thank You on behalf of Covenant
Women to ALL who PARTICIPATED and HELPED with Lucia 2016.
It was a lovely morning, the music, musicians, narration, children and
Sr. Lucia Court was a delight. The breakfast, raffle, boutique with
specialty food items, crafts, Scandinavian goods, the delicious bakery
and deli treats were wonderful. It’s a beloved tradition that our church
embraces wholeheartedly and it’s a joy to participate in this event with
all of you. Covenant Women are thankful for the proceeds of these
events as they fund various outreach and mission programs
Tack Så Mycket, Once Again!
Until next year … Heartfelt Thanks, Inger Eiesland Schultz
Many thanks to the Diaconate for their visit and the lovely
Poinsettia plant they brought me during the holidays. It is such a
cheery reminder of the warmth and friendship of the people at WCC.
Their thoughtfulness is very much appreciated.
Happy holidays and Merry Christmas to all!
Ken Pearson

Family News
Congratulations and best wishes to:
•

•

•

•

•

Megan and Steve Orlandino, on the birth of their son,
Nolan Edward Orlandino, born Thursday, December 8th.
Nolan weighed 8 lb., 9 oz. and was 20½ inches and joins his
siblings, Isla and Beckett at home. Jan & Bob Braun are his
grandparents and Marion Drimalla is his great-grandmother.
Ryan Isaacson and Jess Engle, who were recently engaged.
They both live in Lawrence, Kansas and are planning on a
2018 wedding.
Liesel Magnusson, who graduated from North Park
University on December 16th, with a BA in Spanish and BS
in Nursing. She hopes to become employed as a labor &
delivery nurse following the state licensure examination in
late January.
Carlton Nelson, who graduated on December 16th from
North Park University, with a Bachelor of Science in
Environmental Science. He hopes to pursue work in this
field and is particularly interested in both energy and
landscape sustainability.
Blaine Quackenbush on his December 17th graduation with
a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from Cal Poly
University in San Luis Obispo, CA. He will return to Cal
Poly after Christmas to start a Masters in Mathematics.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Mission Opportunities
A Just Harvest – January 5th and 19th at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to

join the cooking crew. For January we are already set with a crew to go to the Kitchen on the 19th to serve. Think about getting
a group together to serve on the third Thursday of February. Contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Volunteer to help repackage food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on
the 3rd Saturday of each month, 9:00 – 11:45 a.m. (Note the new time.) Our next volunteer day is Saturday, January 21st.
Volunteers must register and sign up online ahead of time (http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/). Contact Pastor Andrea
with questions or for help with signing up.

New Trier Township Food Pantry – Looking ahead, February will be Winnetka Covenant’s Month for the New
Trier Township Food Pantry. All the Faith Traditions represented on the Winnetka Interfaith Council are taking turns filling the
shelves of the New Trier Township Food Pantry. February (the month for love) will be our turn to stock the shelves of this
well-used facility at Lincoln & Pine. Anytime you come to church during February, would you please consider bringing a nonperishable food item and putting it in the box outside the office door. Let’s show our LOVE for those who find themselves in
need.

Spend a While on the Nile!
his summer we’re taking a journey back to ancient Egypt … without leaving our community! Find out what
happened to Joseph as he went from Pharaoh’s prison to the palace.
VBS Camp 2016 age 3-entering grade 4
June 20 – 23, 4:15 – 6:15, followed by supper for the family
Hosted by Winnetka Covenant Church, 1200 Hibbard Road, Wilmette, IL
Participating churches: Community Church of Wilmette, First Presbyterian Church, St. Augustine’s Episcopal
Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Trinity United Methodist Church, Winnetka Covenant Church
Visit the Egypt VBS Job Fair in the narthex beginning on Sunday, April 10!

Spend a While on the Nile!
This summer we’re taking a journey back to ancient Egypt … without leaving our community! Find out what
happened to Joseph as he went from Pharaoh’s prison to the palace.
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