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Take your busy heart to the art
museum and the
chamber of commerce
but take it also to the forest.
The song you heard singing in the leaf
when you
were a child
is singing still.
From “What Can I Say” by Mary Oliver
This poem by Mary Oliver captures what I had hoped to rediscover during my threemonth sabbatical, from which I returned on December 6. It was a great joy to take my
busy heart to the forest and hear the leaf’s song again. Thank you for giving me this
opportunity! I look forward to sharing with you at more length about my sabbatical
experience; we’ll find a time to do that. In the mean time, here’s a snapshot of what it
was like:
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A bike ride to the beach on a warm September day. I pick up lunch and a few
books at the library on the way. Reading on the beach, I watched the Canadian
geese bob in the water.
A walk through the prairie at the botanic gardens, stopping to sit on a bench
and write in my journal. The hot, sweet, grassy smell of prairie brings me
back to my childhood memories of camping in Minnesota. The grass rustles in
the wind. The grasshoppers vibrate. And I get to be a witness to it. Another
visit to the gardens with my sister is highlighted by conversation and lots of
laughter among the blooms.
Working at getting over the notion that I was being wasteful or frivolous with
my time. This was the only work I did in the three months, other than cleaning
the house a little bit when necessary.
A trip to Scotland—exploring a land unknown to me. Travel is exciting. The
landscape is breathtaking. Strangers quickly became friends at the Camas
Centre, where I stay for a week to work (play, really) in the garden and dig in
the dirt.
Picking up the clarinet again to express myself musically—what fun!
Reconnecting with my college clarinet instructor for a few lessons was
helpful. It’s good to learn again.
Frequent reading sessions in our back yard, permitted into late October by the
wonderful weather! I read 14 novels in the 12 weeks, plus 4 books of Mary
Oliver’s poems.
A weekend visit with a good friend in Columbus, OH, including manicures,
shopping, meeting her Columbus friends, and a marathon viewing of “The
Fall” on Netflix.
I discover that I enjoy taking fitness classes with others, not just working out
alone.
(cont’d, page 2)

Christian Formation
Sunday School for all ages, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

For children, ages 4 - 5th grade –
Rotation Sunday School 2015-2016: “Quest for Identity”
People of faith travel a path that includes a struggle between
everyday experience and their relationship with God. In a quest
for an identity, group dynamics can form a sense of inclusion or
exclusion in the community. Jacob and Esau battled within the
realm of sibling rivalry. Joseph and his brothers fought the

Unit 4: The Samaritan Woman at the Well
January 10, 17, 24, 31
Disciples’ Drama: After enacting the story, create vignettes
based on real-life experiences of inclusion and exclusion.
Ponder how Jesus would react to the situation and how that
guides our own behaviors.

same battle, only to find a place of reconciliation. Jesus
Christ calls us to be a community of inclusion. We forge
our identities as we build community. Each culture
responds to the faith story in relation to their own history
and customs; this year we explore how various cultures
communicate the biblical stories within their own context.

Kingdom Characters: Hear the Samaritan Woman at the
Well tell her story; perform science experiments about
transformation.
Puppetry: Anticipate barriers that prevent us from treating
each other as whole human beings; using puppets, role-play
how these barriers can be broken down. How would Jesus
deal with the situation, embracing every single person with
God’s love?

Units this year include: Joseph and His Brothers, Joseph in
Egypt, The Samaritan Woman, Zaccheus, Mary
Magdalene, Easter Around the World, and The Epistles.

*************************

For Adults – 2 options
January 10, Andrea will share with us
regarding her sabbatical.

A Calling to the Beloved: Entering a Life of Vocation –

The Mission of the Church in the
Upcoming Year

In this series, we talk about what it means to be called by God. Philosophers and
theologians, spiritual directors and authors, share about how they responded to the
call. How do we discern this calling? What steps do we need to take to listen to
God? How is calling more than the things we do? How do we live a life as the
beloved?

See the Upcoming Mission Opportunity
described on page 3 for a listing of these
classes.

January 10 – February 14 (6 weeks)

The hour will include short video presentations, sharing, and discussion.
Contributors are Parke Palmer, Sarah Bessey, William Paul Young, Doug Hicks,
Jean Vanier, and Jennifer Haworth.
(Playtime for Pastor Andrea, cont’d.)

•
•

Several weekend trips with Tom (Fort Atkinson, WI to enjoy music and hiking; Elkhardt Lake and Kohler for a fun
Thanksgiving weekend)
A spectacular 2-week trip to the Southwest U.S. with Tom and Micah, spanning 3 states and 5 national parks. A great
combination of hiking, sight-seeing and relaxing.

Things I had planned to do, but ended up not doing: Creating art, taking an improv class, and running a half-marathon. Timing
and motivation for these things wasn’t present, so it was okay that I didn’t do them. Perhaps I’ll work them into a plan for
integrating play into my life as a regular occurrence.
Over the three months I was renewed by: being outdoors as much as possible; playing with family and friends; time alone; time
to do what I chose; paying attention to what I wanted and needed; never dressing up, wearing only tennis shoes or hiking boots
and not putting on makeup; reading for pleasure; playing the clarinet. God was present the whole time; I knew it, and felt it.
Thank you, Winnetka Covenant! If you’d like to read more, check out my blog: wordsonplayblog.wordpress.com.
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Music Notes
I am so grateful for all the wonderful music makers at Winnetka
Covenant. Praise be to God on high - Prince of Peace, Mighty Counselor!

Aliquam
dolor.

Joshua and Nancy treat us to excellent playing. Christy and talented youth lead
singing week in and week out. Linda leads the handbells and children in Children's worship! We are blessed with wonderful
volunteers in choirs and as soloists; and all you who contribute with your own voices and even heart-felt listeners are all highly
valued. Thanks to you all for cultivating worshipful hearts.
We are on the threshold of 2016 - a NEW YEAR!
Jan 3 - Nadia will sing the familiar He Shall Feed His Flock/ Come Unto Him from Handel's Messiah. As we focus on Jesus
earthly ministry filled with healing, prayer, rest (yes! -rest), parable stories and more, we are invited to follow, to join in, to . . .
Come unto Him, all ye that labor. Come unto Him, ye that are heavy laden, and He will give you rest. Take His yoke upon
you and learn of Him for He is meek and lowly of heart. And ye shall find rest for your souls.
Jan 10 - ALL-CHURCH ORCHESTRA Before launching into a different retreat almost every week til Lent, let's gather ALL
our musicians and play in worship: Prelude, Offertory and with our congregational hymns. Let me know that you are able to
play and come early - 8:45 - that morning to rehearse and I'll have music ready for you.
May your days be merry and bright knowing that the gift goes on and on . . .
Blessings

Dawn Pegis

Upcoming Mission Opportunity!
Winnetka Covenant Church has been asked to partner with other area Covenant Churches in support of Kingdom Covenant
Church (www.kingdomchicago.org) a new church plant of the Evangelical Covenant Church on the south side of Chicago in the
Roseland neighborhood. A core group is forming, and their official launch will come sometime soon in the new year.
Pastor David Washington grew up in the community, came to Christ as a teenager, has been youth pastor at Oakdale Covenant
Church while working on his seminary degree, and now seeks to return to his community where there is great need for the
church.
It has been twenty years since we last partnered in support of a new church plant. Now would be a wonderful time, as a witness
to unity and love in the midst of a very difficult racial climate in our city.
Our Church is asked to commit $7,000 per year for the next four years to this effort, as well as to build relationship and engage
shared ministry opportunities with our brothers and sisters there, all the while engaging the great need for racial reconciliation
that is so central to our mission as a Christian community. The hope of the executive board is to include this mission support in
our upcoming budget for the new year.
You will hear more about this opportunity in January, and there will be opportunities for dialogue and feedback during 3 adult
Sunday School gatherings (Sundays at 9:30 in the Upper Room).
n January 17, to discuss this specific mission opportunity, led by Pastor Peter
n January 24, focus on the proposed budget in terms of our mission as a Church, led by Brian Madvig
n January 31, in terms of financial elements of the proposed budget, led by Kurt Kovacic
Our Annual Meeting on Wednesday, February 3.
Pray about this opportunity for our community!
Peter Hawkinson
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Trustee Notes
What is your financial gift to Winnetka Covenant Church? Your financial gifts and fulfillment of your 2015 pledges are critical
to meet our budget. Our 2015 General Fund contribution budget approved in our annual meeting is $950,500. As of the publish
date of this article, we are still short of this amount. Please participate in whatever way you can; it is up to you and the
participation of all to support our wonderful programs, mission and staff.
2016 Pledging - There has been a good response in our pledges for 2016, but we can do better. Our 2016 pledge number to beat
is 150 pledges. Here is our current status:
•
113 pledges received, amounting to over $716,000
•
47% of past pledgers increased their pledge for 2016
•
12 new pledgers have joined our ranks
•
37 more pledges needed!
In order to simply maintain the level of our current ministries, our annual budget goes up by about 3% each year to keep pace
with increases due to inflation, salaries and insurance. Please join those who have already committed their pledge!
Ø The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through November 30, 2015
o General Fund Giving through November 30 - $911,996
o Contributions/pledges are on plan, however we target +5% to prevent use of memorial and exchange funds
o Overall receipts to date are slightly above 2014 actuals. Expenses are slightly under 2015 planned budget
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2015 Actual

2014 Actual

%

2015 Bud.

%

Contributions (only)

$832,993

$844,845

99%

$849,642

98%

Total General Fund Receipts
(incl Contributions)

$911,996

$915,350

100%

$963,814

95%

Expenses

$ 941,018

$ 975,340

97%

$933,441

99%

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

$(29,022)

($59,990)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Petty Cash
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
Sabbatical Grant (’15 AMJ)
General Fund
Total

11/30/2015

11/30/2014

$(88,946)
90,086
125
38,455
$35,721

$(75,850)
90,348
125
21,090
$ 35,713

$ 93,887
47,131
0
518
$141,536

$117,422
50,251
22,331
12,240
$202,244

Ø Budget Planning for 2016
o The Trustees are starting the budget planning for 2016. If you have any suggestions or input, please contact a
Trustee or the Church Office
Volunteers needed for Sunday service church open/closing coverage. WCC is looking for 4-5 volunteers to rotate coverage on
a regular basis for Sunday service support. This position would assist the pastors and staff with Sunday service support while
freeing up the WCC facilities manager to focus on Monday to Friday coverage and responsibilities. If interested to learn more,
a short job description write-up is available in the church office. Contact Luke Knotts or one of the Trustees or Facility
Manager search committee members: Jane Westerfield, John Messina, Peter A. Nelson, Tom Johnson, and Kurt Kovacic.
WCC 2014 Financial report – Every year WCC performs a review of its financial position with an accountant (Mike Anderson).
Available in the church office is the WCC statement of financial position as of December 31, 2014.
There is new special parking signage near the Preschool entrance. These are not official handicapped parking spaces, but
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Mission Opportunities
LOCAL A Just Harvest – January 7 & 21, at 1:00, cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join the cooking

crew. On the 21st we are also asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. They will meet at church to depart at 4:30
and return about 7:00. Contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – on the second Saturday of every month we go to the Greater Chicago Food
Depository to help package food for local food banks. Our work there benefits the North Park Friendship Center. Our next
visit is Saturday, January 9th from 1:00 – 3:45. The opportunity is open to all, ages 14 and older. Long pants and closed-toe
shoes are required. Contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions. Note: In February our regular time will change to the
third Saturday of each month in the morning.

NATIONAL –
Sankofa 2016 – March 31-April 3 – Sankofa is an intentional, cross-racial prayer journey that seeks to assist disciples of
Christ in moving toward a righteous response to the social ills related to racism. This experience explores historic sites of
importance in the Civil Rights movement and sites of oppression and inequality for people of color, while seeking to move
participants toward healing the wounds and racial divide caused by hundreds of years of racial injustice in the United States.
Registration information is on the Covenant website (www.covchurch.org). E-mail Christine Buettgen with questions at
lmdj.covchurch.org. Pastors Christy and Peter are tentatively planning to go on this journey, along with minister Tracey Russel
from Fountain of Life Covenant Church in Madison.

INTERNATIONAL –
Project Blue - This Lenten season, everyone will have opportunities to participate in "Project Blue!"
What is Project Blue?
Project Blue was launched at CHIC 2015 in partnership with Covenant World Relief.
Through Project Blue, we will have the opportunity to do three things:
1) Become aware of the need for clean water and sanitation around the world.
2) Become engaged in the issues of injustice that exist in the world due to the lack of clean water and sanitation.
3) Work together to raise funds for the work that Covenant World Relief is doing to provide clean water and sanitation.
Adults and children alike are invited to connect with Project Blue during Lent. More information to come!

COVENANT WORLD RELIEF

Outreach – We all Have a Part
How would most visitors rate our church on a welcome scale? No surprises - visitors report that our church feels warm and
friendly. We greet them, we make space for them in our pews and at our tables. Pastor Pete reports that we had 25 new
members join our church last year - a sign that many of those visitors have chosen to stay.
But, before we congratulate ourselves, there are also reports of members leaving our church because they are searching for
deeper connections and friendships that they haven't found in our church. What can we do to foster a better sense of community
with newer members?
Maybe its time to re-institute the "5-minute rule" that we encouraged some years ago. If everyone would spend the first five
minutes after the service visiting with someone they don't know well or with someone who isn't in their age group it could make
a big difference. Paste on those name tags so we can learn and remember to call each other by name in the coffee hour. And
leave unused tags in the pew to recycle for another day.
Consider inviting a new friend out to brunch with your family. Join our committee when we host lunch after church at the
Corner Bakery and invite someone to join you. It's a great time for newer members and visitors to start to feel plugged in, but
it takes your personal invitation.

NEW OPPORTUNITY COMING SOON - There Are No Second Fiddles in God's Orchestra
In the middle of a job search? Interested in learning more about yourself? Learn ways to match your passions and unique
gifts with opportunities for work and service. The workshop will be moderated by our own Judi Geake. Specific date t.b.d.,
but most likely on a Saturday morning in late February or early March.
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Women’s Ministries

Notes from the denomination:
AVA – Advocacy for Victims of Abuse
There is an epidemic affecting one out of every four women.
They suffer behind closed doors, most often concealing their
pain, fearful of those on both sides of the door. These are the
victims of abuse. They are neighbors, co-workers, friends,
and loved ones. Victims of abuse come from all walks of life,
and this epidemic knows no boundaries. While the secular
world can offer protection and advice, it cannot provide the
one thing most needed: Jesus’ healing touch that brings
renewal and hope.

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the
church. They all welcome new participants at any time.

Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second Thursday
of each month for fellowship and service. Watch the
weekly bulletins for location of the meeting.
Sharing Group – We cordially invite all WCC women
to join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00
noon for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on January
28th at Baker’s Square. You’ll enjoy the fellowship! Call
Marian Eckhardt with questions.

The Evangelical Covenant Church addresses sexual assault
and its related concern, domestic violence, through the
Advocacy for Victims of Abuse (AVA) initiative. AVA
informs, educates, and raises awareness in our congregations
and communities. On February 19-20, 2016, there will be an
AVA training at Covenant Offices in Chicago. This will be a
full AVA training, led by Yvonne DeVaughn with support
from a few others. We need to increase the number of
regional coordinators in the ECC in order to strengthen this
ministry. If this interests you, to learn more please check this
link, http://www.covchurch.org/abuse/.

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/ needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome
to come with or without a project. In January we will meet
on the 19th.
Tuesday morning Bible Study – Our Bible study in
Nehemiah will resume on Tuesday, January 5 at 9:30.
The lesson is Nehemiah Week 4: Opposition. We will
get the wall around Jerusalem built this year! All are
welcome to join us for this study and the one to follow in
the book of Esther.

Triennial XV, July 28-31, 2016 in Kansas City, MO
Registration for the next triennial, “Quench”, is now open.
Journey together as women of the Covenant to an intentional
spiritual adventure where we connect with God and one
another across generations, cultures, geography, and life
experience.
Go to events@covchurch.org for more
information. Early bird rates are available through January
15, 2016.

Moms Together – January 8, 9:30-11:00 a.m
Being a mother of young children is both exhausting and exhilarating. Which of those two takes priority can be explained, in
part, by your God-given personality vs. the God-given personality of your child. Understanding yourself is the first step in
learning how to more fully enjoy the parenting journey. A portion of each meeting this fall will be spent exploring this topic
with the help of facilitator Judi Geake. We will also allow time for discussion of other topics as they arise. We meet the first
Friday of each month. CHILD CARE IS PROVIDED. This group will continue meeting throughout the spring.
*************************

Youth Opportunities
January Youth Dates
Sunday School – all Sundays (sr. high in Christy’s office, jr. high in the youth room) – no jr. high Sunday School on 1/17
Sr. High League (7-9 p.m.) – 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st
Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation (4:30-6:30 p.m.) – 10th, 24th, 31st (no jr. high on the 17th )
Jr. High Deep Freeze Retreat at Covenant Harbor, January 15-17.
Sr. High Coffee – 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th
Sr. High Chummy Awesomeness – Friday, January 29th. Watch for details.
NEW ONLINE YOUTH CALENDAR!
Visit the Winnetka Covenant website (www.winnetkacovenant.org), then select “Ministries” in the side bar. Click on either Junior or
Senior High to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the new online calendar.
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Mailbox

(The following note is from Carol Moran,
wife of Bill Moran, Chris Christenson’s
good friend for whom we prayed)

Thanks to all of you who made it possible to bring the
Christmas gifts to our senior friends at Friendly Towers. It is
a wonderful sight to see them receive the gifts. I call it a
“Christmas Miracle”. Thanks also to all who came to the
party, the singers, especially our little “Johnson” singers.
Gladys Johnson

I am grateful to your pastor and your
friends for their spiritual support. I would
like them to know that Bill died peacefully
and I was present. I read the (Message
Line) prayer page to him and he was very
touched and thankful to your pastor and your faith
community.
Love and gratitude,
Carol

Dear Winnetka Covenant Church Family,
As I complete my seminary degree, please accept my
deepest gratitude for your love and support during this
season of my life. It was because of your encouragement and
affirmation that I even thought this possible, demonstrating
once again the gift this faith community has been and
continues to be. I am truly blessed by your presence
throughout my life and in the coming days as plans for the
future continue to unfold.
With love and gratitude,
Denise Johnson

Family News
Congratulations to:
•

•

Denise Johnson, on her graduation on
December 18 from North Park Theological
Seminary with a Master of Divinity degree.
Kajsa Rae Nelson, who graduated from North
Park University on December 18, with a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing. Kajsa hopes to
get a job in Chicago at a hospital.

Best wishes to Denise and Kajsa as they begin new
chapters in their lives.
************************
Calling any and all individuals who are interested in participating in a Winnetka Covenant Church bluegrass/string band.
Please contact John Wallgren.
*************************
Looking way ahead – the 2016 rummage sale will be Saturday, April 16. Please put the date on your calendar.
*************************
Coming event – “Islam vs. Radical Jihad”, January 11, 7:30 p.m. at Winnetka Congregational Church
The public is invited to join in learning about “Islam vs. Radical Jihad” in a presentation by Mr. Kamran Bajwa, a corporate
attorney who leads the Middle East practice for the international law firm, Kirkland and Ellis. In addition, he currently teaches
a course at the University of Chicago Law School on Islamic Law and modern political constitutions. Mr. Bajwa has been very
active over the past 20 years with think tanks and civic organizations. His presentation, of extreme importance to all of us, will
address the current issues. Time will be available for Q and A.
This program follows the meeting of the Winnetka Interfaith Council, in which members from our congregation participate.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Two Upcoming Opportunities
Journaling as a Spiritual Practice Group
Whether you are a longtime journal keeper or someone who has never kept a journal at all, Helen Cepero’s book Journaling as
Spiritual Practice will help you go below the surface of your life with God. Her chapters combine descriptive text, illustrations
from journals, Helen’s own experience with journaling practices, and exercises to help you bring your own life and world into
sharper focus. We will discuss the experience of journaling, not the contents of your journals!
Helen Cepero is director of spiritual formation at North Park Theological Seminary. Her book is full of warmth, wisdom,
encouragement, and personal stories. The groups will be led by Judi Geake.
The group is open to all, men and women, with two options for meeting times:
•
•

Wednesday evenings from 6:45-7:45 for five weeks, February 17th to March 16th.
Thursday afternoons from 1:00-2:00 for five weeks, February 18th to March 17th.

Please call the church office to register by February 10th to allow Judi time to order enough books.
*************************

An intergenerational WCC Retreat is being planned for January 28-31, 2016 at Covenant Point. Activities for all ages
are being planned, including the option to watch dog sled races which will be happening in that area. Registration information
and further details will be distributed in the coming weeks. For more information, contact Jeff Johnson.

