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The Heart of The Matter 
 
“Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’  For I have 
come to call not the righteous but sinners.”  (Matthew 9:13) 
 
February in the church finds us moving through Epiphany (season of light, God’s 
revealing, celebrating the ministry of Jesus) and into Lent (season of passion, 
remembering Jesus’ suffering and death). 
 
Matthew 9 has become for me the heart of the matter.  Check it out!  Jesus is back 
in Capernaum, his adult hometown, as much as any place for a wanderer is.  Good 
times, you’d think, are at hand.  But it is here he is most despised and rejected.  A 
paralyzed man is brought to him, he tells him his sins are forgiven, and is promptly 
accused of Blasphemy.  “Only God can do such a thing!” is what they say.  
“Exactly!”  Jesus says … “so that you may know the Son of Man has authority on 
earth to forgive sins” – he tells the man to get up and walk, and he does.  And the 
people give glory to God!  And you’d think things are now in proper messianic 
order. 
 
But the ways of Jesus are indeed blasphemous, even and especially to world’s 
religious and moral norms.  Walking along, he chooses to say to Matthew, of all 
people, who is sitting at his tax booth, “Follow me.”  The one who immorally gets 
rich at the expense of others.  He gets up and goes with Jesus, who takes him to a 
dinner with others like him.  And it’s the Pharisees, the religious leaders who again 
ask the question, this time to his followers:  “Why?  Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?”  And there Jesus gets to the heart of the matter.  
He says to them, in that teaching moment, “Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice.’  For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 
 
The Church, if it be following Jesus into the world, is about the work of dispensing 
the mercy of God to those least expecting it, surely, they think, uninvited for any 
number of reasons.  And what we know is that often sacrifice is more of what 
we’re after, especially from sinners and tax collector types of people.  “Shape up, 
amend your ways, and then come.  Act for one like you are sorry for what you’ve 
done.”  This happens when we forget that we are sinners, when we are convinced 
we are righteous instead. 
 
But the way of Jesus, what we must learn again and again, is mercy.  “You are 
loved, accepted, and called, you are healed and forgiven” is what his presence says 
to Capernaum’s riff raff.  This mercy is God’s transformative act. 
 
“Go and Learn,” Jesus says, not to Matthew and the others, but to the religious 
people, the Church folk.  We have lots to learn, and every day is a new chance! 
   
             Peter Hawkinson 
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Adult Sunday School 
The overarching theme for this year is Reconciliation, based on 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.  In those verses we are 
drawn to the biblical mandate and invitation to be reconciled to God, others, creation, and ourselves.  We hope to explore this 
theme in relation to contemporary issues and subjects, including biblical exploration, in ways that will help us more fully live 
into the ministry of reconciliation that we have been given. 
 
In February we have two more sessions of “Reconciling with God.” We’ll spend two weeks discussing our personal 
relationships with God, including theologies or practices that get in the way of growing our relationships. 

February 18th begins our series “Reconciling with Others.”  Using our lessons from “Reconciling with Ourselves” and 
“Reconciling with God,” we’ll be wrestling with issues of interpersonal conflict, racial reconciliation and other injustices and 
inequalities.  Joining us on February 18th is Adam Gustine, the Director of Ministry Initiatives for the Love Mercy, Do Justice 
Mission Priority  of the Covenant Church.  Our session on the 25th will be led by Pastor Meg, and will focus on conflict 
styles and conflict management. 

Looking forward to March, we’ll be visited by Robert Cager, a student at North Park Theological Seminary and local ministry 
leader, and Dominique Gilliard, the Director of Racial Righteousness and Reconciliation within Love Mercy, Do Justice. 

Christian Formation at WCC  
Sunday School for all ages from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Infant & toddler nursery care will be provided in the nursery (first floor) 
Sunday School for 2’s & 3’s is in the preschool room 101 (first floor) 

Sunday School for 4’s & 5’s is in room 104 (first floor, next to the elevator) 
Rotation Sunday School for grades 1-5 grade in various locations (see details below) 

Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 
Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 

Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 
 

Children’s Ministry 
Rotation Sunday School 
In Rotation Sunday School, 
children in 1st through 5th 
grades focus on the same theme 
or Bible story over the course 
of three or four weeks, in a 
different workshop each week.  
They explore the story through 
art, drama, cooking, games, 
video, and other workshops that 
help them engage with the story 
in different ways.  Each class 
has an adult “Shepherd” who 
accompanies them through the 
year and builds relationships 
with the children.  Schedules 
are posted around the church 
building so that you can easily 
know which room your child’s 
workshop is in on any given 
Sunday. 

February Rotation Unit – Jesus’ Baptism 
  February 4th, 11th, 18th, and 25th   
Connection to the Yearly Theme: 
The Spirit of God descends like a dove upon Jesus at his baptism, saying, “You are my son, 
whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  Jesus is the Messiah, the Anointed One.  Jesus 
will redefine “messiah” for Israel in his ministry, death, and resurrection. 
 

Texts:  Each of the 4 Gospels has a reading on the baptism of Jesus. 
 *Mark 1:1-11;  *John 1:19-34; *Matthew 3:1-17; *Luke 3:1-22 
 

Workshops include: 
Food/Drama:  Students will enter into the story of Jesus’ baptism by making “Honey  
 Bugs: to eat and act out the story of John baptizing Jesus. 
 

Temple:  Students will watch a video depiction of Jesus’ baptism and go to the sanctuary  
to see the baptismal font, be part of a pretend baptism and learn about what baptism 
means. 

 

Art:  Students will make banners to remind them of/help them look forward to their own  
 baptism. 
 

Games:  Students will learn about how the coming of John the Baptist and Jesus were the  
fulfillment of prophesies from the Old Testament through a relay and an object 
identification game. 
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Wednesday Night Activities 
Food, fellowship and formation for all ages 

5:30-6:30 – Supper in the gym 
6:30-7:00 – Wednesday Worship in the Upper Room 

(singing, skits, “take-a-peek,” story and discussion for all ages.  A unique intergenerational worship and sharing time) 
 

Special Wednesday event: 
January 31st, Camp Rally Night.  Experience some of the fun of camp right here at Winnetka Covenant Church! 

Youth and Young Adults  
 
Thank you 
On behalf of the High League here at Winnetka Covenant, we all say thank you for your continued support for our summer trip 
to Knoxville, Tennessee for CHIC.  The Christmas Post Office provided us with funds (nearly $1,000) that will be used to make 
sure that every student that wants to go to CHIC will be there.  We are grateful for this congregation’s support & look out for 
the Rummage Sale (April 28th) and the Pancake Breakfast on Easter morning (April 1st) for continued ways to support the 
CHIC fund. 

Stay connected to what is happening! 
If you are on Instagram, follow Winnetka Covenant’s Youth Ministry @wincovyoumin.  You will find reminders for events, 
pictures from retreats & so many moments that will show you how much joy & love there is in the youth ministry here at 
Winnetka.  Also if you would like to receive access to the Youth Ministry Calendar, please email Pastor Joel so he can connect 
you to that resource. 
 
Winnetka Covenant:  Young Adult Initiative Facebook Group 
If you are a Young Adult (aka graduated High School) and want to get all the latest information about events that are happening 
here, join the Facebook Group, “Winnetka Covenant: Young Adult Initiative.”  If you are not on Facebook, please contact 
Pastor Joel, so he can communicate information about events to you through other means. 
 
 

 

For Kids! 
5:45-6:15:  Music4Kids (eat dinner first) 
6:15-6:30:  Kids Gather (in the Upper Room) 
6:30-7:00:  Wednesday Worship 
7:00-7:40:  Crafts and Games:  divide into two 
groups (4 years-2nd grade, grades 3-5) and spend 
20 minutes each in the gym and in the art room. 

For Youth! 
(Jr. and Sr. High) 
Come eat dinner with your 
friends, join Wednesday 
Worship, then hangout/do 
homework in the youth  
office. 

For Adults! 
6:15-7:00:  Bell Choir Practice 
6:30-7:00:  Wednesday Worship 
7:00:  Options for adults: 
     Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
     Parent Fellowship, Upper Room 
     Bible Study/Book Group, Prayer Room 

UPCOMING RETREATS 
 

February 9-11 Womens Retreat at Covenant Harbor.  This year the speaker will be Meghan Dowling. 
 

February 16-19 One Life Senior High Retreat at Covenant Point. Contact: Pastor Joel. 
 

February 16-18 Trailblazer Retreat at Covenant Harbor. 
 

March16-18 Men’s Retreat at Covenant Harbor.  Details on page 6. 

Please remember retreat participants in prayer - for safety, for fun and for deepening relationships with others and with God. 

***ANNUAL MEETING*** 
Join us for the annual meeting of the congregation.   

This will be an important time of celebrating the year past and looking ahead to the coming year. 
Wednesday, February 7 

Pizza dinner at 5:30, Meeting begins at 6:00 
Children’s activities and nursery care will be provided during the meeting. 
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Trustee Notes 
 
The Winnetka Covenant Church 2017 financial summary: 

Thank you for your financial contributions in 2017!   We ended up at 95% ($890K) of our total planned 2017 General Fund 
contributions and in a very good financial position.     

As of Dec 31 2017, our full year financial summary is highlighted below. 

Ø YTD Financials 
o General Fund Giving 2017 - $891,233 (7% less than 2016) 
o Total receipts are 2%, less than 2016; Expenses are under budget by 12%; Operating funds and cash are better 

than planned.  
 
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget: 

 2017 Actual 2016 Actual % 2017 Bud. % 

General Fund Receipts $1,018,216 $1,042,244 98% $1,071,916 95% 

Expenses $ 951,982 $1,065,180 88% $1,068,161 88% 

Net Operating Income / (Loss) $66,233 ($22,935)    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ø WCC Projects and Special Needs 
o All WCC members receive the Covenant Companion, the magazine of the Evangelical Covenant Church.  It 

costs $18 per subscription and is paid through the church.  We ask that you please reimburse the church for 
your subscription if you are able or let the church know if you no longer want to receive it.  

 
The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office.  Please contact Tom 
Sharp, WCC Treasurer or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions. 

     

Networks by e-mail 
Everyone has different preferences and we want to make sure you are all receiving the Network in the format you are most 
likely to read.  If you would prefer to get your Network by e-mail, please contact Joan in the office 
(wccjoanwallgren@gmail.com) to be added to the e-mail list.  On the other hand, if you have switched to the e-mail version and 
find that you are no longer reading it, please communicate that and we will put you back into the paper copy group. 

 
 

 

 

Cash 
General Funds 
Exchange Accounts 
Memorial/Bequest Funds* 
 
*Investments 
Memorial/Bequest Funds 
Johnson Memorial 
Gustafson Memorial 
    Total 

12/31/2017 
$7,949 

167,732 
3,268 

$179,074 
 

$187,679 
13,669 
30,589 

$231,938 

12/31/2016 
$(68,743) 

84,022 
47,946 

$63,349 
 

$85,564 
17,243 
28,438 

$131,245 
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Mission Opportunities 

LOCAL -  
 

A Just Harvest – February 1st and 15th, at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to 
join the cooking crew.  On the 15th we are also asked to send a crew to go to the Kitchen to serve the food.  They depart from 
church at about 4:30 and return at about 7:00.  Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Please join us sorting and repacking food at the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository, Saturday, February 17th, from 8:30-11:30 a.m.  Contact Rachel Rescorl  or Debbie O’Donovan to register or 
carpool.  Next month’s date is March 17th. 
 
NATIONAL –  

Sankofa Trip – Registration is now open for the next Sankofa Trip, which takes place May 17-20, 2018.  Sankofa is a 
West African word meaning “looking backward to move forward.” The Sankofa Journey seeks to assist disciples of Christ on 
their move toward a righteous response to the social ills related to racism. This interactive experience explores historic sites of 
importance in the Civil Rights movement, places of oppression and inequality for people of color, while seeking to move 
participants toward healing the wounds and racial divide caused by hundreds of years of racial injustice in the United States of 
America. 

A Sankofa Journey increases one’s awareness, understanding, and sensitivity for past struggles, victories, and continuing racist 
oppression existing in our country. The journey explores how far we have come, and how far we have yet to go. Sankofa allows 
participants the opportunity to consider how together, we might better address racial righteousness in our church, our nation, 
and our world. 

On this three-day bus journey, participants will travel to critical sites of past and present racial injustice, such as Birmingham, 
Alabama; Jackson, Mississippi; and Memphis, Tennessee. We will meet and hear from persons directly involved in ministries 
of justice in Mississippi, visit places like the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, civil rights institutions, and more. 

A Sankofa Journey is not just about information of the past and present, but seeks to be a journey for both personal and 
corporate change. Simply put, it is a journey of spiritual transformation. Through sites visited, videos watched, and active 
processing of the journey, relationships of trust are deepened in an environment of grace.  For more information, go to 
covchurch.org or talk to Christine Moolo. 

 

MISSION TRIP – 

Intergenerational Mission Trip to Covenant Mountain Mission Bible Camp (CMMBC), June 2018. 

• Winnetka Covenant will be providing 18-20 adults (high school age and up) to staff the Pathfinder Day Camp for 
grades K-5 at CMMBC,  June 16 - June 23. 

• There is room for you to join us! Teachers, craft and music leaders, kitchen staff, helpers, and a camp nurse are 
needed. 

• Families are welcome to come and bring their K-5 children to be campers while the parents serve as staff. 
• You can read about the camp here:  https://cmmbc.org/ 
• Watch for more information and planning sessions soon. 

To sign up or to ask questions contact Meg Dowling, Cindy Buettgen, or the Church Office. 

KICY Salmon Dinner 
Thank you to all who supported the Salmon Dinner Fundraiser on January 17.  
Over $900 was raised for KICY Christian Radio in Nome Alaska.  If you weren’t able to contribute 
that night it’s not too late to contribute to this ministry.  You may still give by getting a check to the 
church with KICY noted on the memo line. 
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the 
church.  They all welcome new participants at any time. 
 
Moms Together – The Moms’ monthly Friday 
morning group is taking the winter off and will begin 
again as a new group at a special, all moms’ gathering on 
Saturday morning, April 7th.  Watch the Network for 
further information about this exciting new venture.   
 
The Next Chapter  - are you on the Next Chapter e-
mail list?  Interesting speakers, service projects, and social 
events are sometimes very spontaneous.  Watch for the 
sign-up as we work together to help with a Wednesday 
Night supper in February. 
 
Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second 
Thursday of each month for fellowship and service.  
Watch the weekly bulletins for location of the meeting. 
 

Women’s Ministries 

Upcoming opportunities for women - 
 
On Thursday, March 8th there will be a wedding shower for Tyler Nelson and Siobhan Larsen.  We look forward to 
celebrating with Tyler and Siobhan as they anticipate their wedding.  If you are interested in helping as a hostess, please contact 
the church office.  Tyler is the son of Peter and René Nelson. 
 
************************* 
Sharon Garlough Brown's final book in the Sensible Shoes series, An Extra Mile: A Story of Embracing God's Call is here! If 
you reserved a copy, be sure to get it from Judi Geake. February will be a reading month, but watch for discussion groups 
beginning in March. 
 

 
Memoir Group 
The Memoir Group (open to both men and women) meets the 2nd Tuesday in the library, meeting this month on February 
13th from 1 - 2:30pm. We welcome everyone interested in getting their family stories down in writing. This would be a good 
month to give us a try as we will be passing out lists of prompts to get you going. You may always write about anything you 
want, but if you'd like a prompt for this month, consider writing about anything that February brings to mind. Love? Lincoln? 
Winter Reading? How are those New Year's Resolutions coming along?  Contact Judi Geake or Joann Larson. Not sure? Come 
visit without writing the first time! 

 

Men’s Ministries 
Join other men of the church on the first three Saturdays of each month at 8:00 a.m. for men’s fellowship.  This is a time of 
fellowship and discussion. 
 
This year’s men’s retreat, sponsored by Lumunos, will be held at Covenant Harbor Bible Camp on March 16th – 18th.  The 
theme is “David’s Decisions:  Learning from a Flawed Spiritual Giant.” The co-facilitators will be Dale Davis and Doug 
Wysocki-Johnson.  For more details about the retreat and to register, go to www.lumunos.org/chicago/.  Early registration is 
appreciated, as it helps their planning. 

Sharing Group – We cordially invite all WCC women to 
join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon 
for lunch and fellowship.  We will meet on February 22nd at 
Baker’s Square.  You’ll enjoy the fellowship!  Call Marian 
Eckhardt with questions. 
 
Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer, 
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of 
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome to 
come with or without a project. In February we will meet on 
the 20th. 
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study – On Tuesday, January 
9th we began the year with a study in the New Testament book 
of James.  James is a book that focuses on translating belief 
into action, helping us to live a life of faith that makes a 
difference.  Make “action over words” your New Year’s 
resolution and join us each week for this study in practical 
Christianity.  Study guides will be available in class.  For 
additional information contact Joann Larson.  
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ASH WEDNESDAY 

SERVICE – 
Wednesday, February 14th –  

6:00 soup supper  
7:00 Ash Wednesday service. 

Communion and Imposition of Ashes 

  

Dear Winnetka Covenant family,  
 A huge thank you from our family for your generous and thoughtful 
Christmas gift. God always knows what we need when we need it. Thank 
you for the many ways you support and bless our family!! 
 May God Bless You! 
        Julio, Katie, Sam and Ben Isaza 
 
Dear Rev. Hawkinson and Friends, 
 Thank you so much for thinking of me and my family at Christmas.  
We honestly appreciate it. 
 I have never considered working with the seniors as “a job.”  These 
are lovely people and it (for me anyway) is akin to still having aunts & 
uncles at 66 years old. 
 My best to everyone in 2018 and I look forward to being with all of 
you in the year ahead. 
           John Donlon 
 
Dear Friends, 
 My grateful heart thanks God for you and your prayers for my family 
members, whom you don’t know.  How awesome it is that my church family 
prays for people they have never met!  My sister, Cathy Stevens, and Susan 
Schwartz are doing amazingly well as an answer to your prayers.  Praise 
be to God for you and God’s love for us all!! 
           Jeanne Couleur 
 
Dear WCC church family, 
 The staff of Winnetka Covenant wishes to thank all of you for the love 
and generosity shown to us through your staff Christmas gift.  It is a 
privilege to be able to serve God through our work in this church. 
 

Mailbox 
 I thank the church for the poinsettia  
plant given to me.  It reminds me again of the 
meaning of Christmas and also the wonderful 
church body that I am a member of. 
      Paul Nilsen
        

WCC Family, 
 We would like to thank you for 
hosting our wonderful wedding shower.  It 
was great to celebrate our upcoming nuptials 
with you, and to see familiar faces as well as 
meet some new friends (mostly new for 
Jess). You all were so welcoming and we 
enjoyed the food, the fellowship, and of 
course, the gifts. The choir was an 
unexpected treat as well! An extra special 
thanks goes to our hostesses: Barb Scheibe, 
Kitti Steiner, Marcia Jimenez, Nadia Jimenez, 
Phyllis Morris, and Ruth Johnson.  All your 
preparation and planning paid off in a big 
way for us! Jess especially enjoyed the polka 
dots and flowers. Thank you WCC for giving 
us a wonderful experience that we will 
remember fondly. 

   With Love, 
   Ryan Isaacson and Jess Engle 



 

 

  

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  

1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  

847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
 

To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 
Worshiping together in love,  

Nurturing people in faith,  
Serving others as Christian disciples,  

And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
 

We hold grace as our highest value.                   
We practice honest, open, direct communication.  

We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    
We believe the best about each other,  

valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             
We allow room for mistakes,  

acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

 

Upcoming Opportunities 

SKATING PARTY –  
Sunday, February 11, 4:30-6:30 pm - ALL AGES Ice Skating and Pizza at Centennial Ice Rink in Wilmette. Skating will be 
from 4:30-5:30 and Pizza will be available from 5:30-6:30.  Rent skates or bring your own. To help with planning, please RSVP 
to Linnea Johnson by February 10 - 773.398.6946 or linneajohnson1@yahoo.com. We will definitely account for last minute 
additions to the group, so if you don't RSVP, please still join us! 

INTERFAITH DIALOGUE EVENT –  
Hosted by the New Trier Multifaith Alliance 
Welcoming the Stranger:  What Do the Sacred Texts Teach? 
Moderator:  Jerome McDonnell, Host of WBEZ radio program Worldview 
Thursday, March 22, 2018, 7:00 p.m. at the Winnetka Community House 
 
MUSIC PERFORMANCE –  
In collaboration with North Park Covenant, our church is excited to host and perform a Good Friday performance of “The 
Seven Last Words of Christ” by Théodore Dubois. This project will feature a full orchestra, choir, and professional soloists 
from the Chicagoland area. If you are interested in singing but do not regularly attend choir rehearsals, come to the first 30 
minutes of rehearsal Wednesday Nights (7-7:30) where we will focus on the Dubois! Any and all are welcome. If you have 
questions, contact Dimitri German at dimitri.german@icloud.com. 

Vacation Bible School 
Vacation Bible School has been scheduled for June 25-28, 4:15-6 p.m.  As in the past few years, it will be a combined VBS 
with several Wilmette churches.  This year it will be held at First Presbyterian Church in Wilmette.  More information will 
come in the next few months. 


