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“Loving Your Enemies”
February is the month of Valentines Day, and so the obvious topic for a front page
newsletter article is “love.” But what’s on my mind these days isn’t the candy-andflowers kind of love expressions. I’m thinking a lot about the challenge of loving our
enemies. My own clarity about who my enemies are has evolved since I was a child.
It used to be so black and white. Growing up during the Cold War, the Russians were
definitely an enemy. Andy D. in my first grade class was my enemy, because he was
a bully. I sometimes thought of the teams I played soccer against as enemies. Back
then, I might have thought that all Muslims were enemies because they aren’t
Christians. Today, I think of Islamic terrorists as enemies, but I have learned that
most Muslims are peaceful, principled, faithful people. What is most challenging for
me today is that people who are my friends and relatives express views that I regard as
the views of my enemies. How can people who I deem good, people whom I love,
hold views that are so contrary to what I think of as good? The lines have been
blurred, and it has become complicated to love both friends and enemies.
Actually, it has always been complicated; the difference is that now the nature of the
dilemma has been revealed to me. It has never been black and white.
Speaking of black and white, February is also Black History Month. Martin Luther
King Jr. had some things to say about loving your enemies. He gave a sermon of that
title at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama on November 17,
1957. I’d encourage you to read the whole text sometime, but I’d like to share some
excerpts with you that relate to how we are to regard those whom we think are our
enemies. He said,
“…within the best of us, there is some evil, and within the worst of us, there is
some good. When we come to see this, we take a different attitude toward
individuals. The person who hates you most has some good in him; even the
nation that hates you most has some good in it; even the race that hates you most
has some good in it. And when you come to the point that you look in the face of
every man and see deep down within him what religion calls ‘the image of God,’
you begin to love him in spite of. No matter what he does, you see God’s image
there. There is an element of goodness that he can never sluff off. Discover the
element of good in your enemy. And as you seek to hate him, find the center of
goodness and place your attention there and you will take a new attitude.”
It is much easier to cut ties with those whom we see as our enemies or those who hold
views that are contrary to our own – to “unfollow” or “unfriend” them on Facebook,
rather than do the hard work of finding the element of good in them and placing our
attention there – whether it is a nation or a leader or a relative with a view that
opposes your own. Charlie Camosy, Associate Professor of Theological and Social
Ethics at Fordham University, sums it up well: “People are rarely reducible to the
labels we attached to them based on their worst moments. And if we are to love
someone, we need to do the hard work of engaging them in the fullness of their
complexity.”
(continued on back page)

Christian Formation at WCC
Children’s Ministry
Rotation Sunday School

2016-17 Theme: Witness to God’s Presence

In Rotation Sunday School, children age 4 through grade 5 focus on
the same theme or Bible story over the course of four weeks in a
different workshop each week. They explore the story through art,
drama, cooking, games, video, and other workshops that help them
engage with the story in different ways. Each class has an adult
“Shepherd” who accompanies them through the year and builds
relationships with the children. Schedules are posted around the
church building so that you can easily know which room your child’s
workshop is in on any given Sunday.

February 5, 12, 19: The Widow’s Mite
Workshops:
Thou Art: Kids make “Save, Spend, Give” banks
to help them be good stewards of their money
at home
Garden of Eatin’: Kids make flower pot cupcakes
and learn about how giving helps us grow
Good News Games: Kids play games that explore
the concepts of giving time, talent, and money
February 26, March 5 & 12: The Last Supper
Workshops:
Faith Today: Kids have a discussion with one of
the pastors or deacons about communion in
our church. Parents are invited to participate.
Grace Notes: Kids will use music and movement
to understand the Last Supper and
Communion
Disciples’ Drama: Kids will participate in a
Readers’ Theater of the text of the Last
Supper

Adult Sunday School
Journey into the Religions of the World
February 5, 12, 19 & 26
Teacher: Dr. Boaz Johnson, Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies at
North Park University
Feb. 5:
Feb. 12:
Feb. 19:
Feb. 26:

Journey into Hinduism and Buddhism
Journey into Jainism and Sikhism
Journey into Judaism and Christianity
Journey into Islam

On Sunday, February 26 following worship, Boaz Johnson will lead a “World Religions field trip,” a tour to a variety of houses
of worship in the area. Details and a sign-up for the trip will be available in a few weeks. Youth are welcome to participate in
the trip.

On Wednesday, February 8, at 6:30 p.m., we will have our next monthly discussion time in relation to the issue of LGBTQ
inclusion. We will hear personal stories. Dinner will be at the usual time (5:45-6:30) and children’s programs will be led by
North Park students so all can participate in the discussion. Choir will rehearse at 8:00.
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Music Notes
For the remainder of the spring we are privileged to have Dimitri German serving as interim music
director, filling in for Dawn as she takes a leave of absence. Dimitri is a Moody Bible Institute
and Northwestern University graduate. He has served as our music intern for the past 1-1/2 years
and before that sang in our choir while his brother Dominic was our music intern. He will
continue in all aspects of Dawn’s ministry, including directing the adult choir and leading the
Music4Kids on Wednesdays at 5:15. In addition he will continue helping to lead music during the
Wednesday night all-ages gathering time in the Upper Room following dinner.
We welcome Dimitri in his new role.

ATTENTION:
All strummers (and other string band enthusiasts*)
We are starting a new string band/bluegrass/gospel band at Winnetka Covenant Church and we are asking all playing levels
(and ages) to contact us with your interest in participating in one or both of the following ways:
1) An opportunity for string players to gather to play/jam on a regular basis just for fun, fellowship and practice.
2) An opportunity to work on specific numbers to provide string band music for morning worship on an ongoing basis (as
requested by the worship committee).
*guitars, ukuleles, mandolins, banjos, fiddles, accordions, auto harps, dulcimers, dobros, charangos…..
So dust off that old ukulele (or whatever) and join us. We guarantee you’ll have a good ol’ time with some fun music and
fellowship!
If you are interested or want more information please contact John Wallgren or Paul Koptak or call the church office at (847)
446-4300.
We will then schedule an initial meeting/jam session to get started.

Annual Meeting
February 1 – 6:00 p.m. (dinner, 5:30)
All members of Winnetka Covenant Church are invited and encouraged to attend the annual meeting of the church.
Join us as we:
Celebrate the year just finished
Get reports/updates from each of our pastors
Vote on board and committee members for the coming year
Vote on the budget for the coming year
Vote on the proposed audio/visual upgrade for the sanctuary
This is an important time for us to join together as a church to reflect back and look forward.
Childcare (3 and under) and childrens’ programs have been arranged to make it possible for all to attend.
Don’t miss out!
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Mission Opportunities
A Just Harvest – February 2nd and 16th at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to
join the cooking crew. On the 16th we are also asked to send a crew to go to the Kitchen to serve. They depart from church at
4:30 and return at about 7:00. Contact Pastor Andrea to volunteer or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Volunteer to help repackage food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on
the 3rd Saturday of each month, 9:00 – 11:45 a.m. (Note the new time.) Our next volunteer day is Saturday, February 18th.
Volunteers must register and sign up online ahead of time (http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/). Contact Pastor Andrea
with questions or for help with signing up.

New Trier Township Food Pantry – Each place of worship represented on the Winnetka Interfaith Council will be
the primary support of the New Trier Food Pantry for one month of the year. February (the month of hearts) is the month
designated for Winnetka Covenant Church. There will be grocery bags, with a list of items most needed attached to them,
available throughout the month in the hallway outside the church office. You are welcome to take a bag and fill it, then return it
to church. The items that will be on the list are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Variety of cereals (no Cheerios)
Cookies
Crackers
Snack items
Personal care items
Laundry detergent

If everyone participates we can demonstrate our Church’s ‘heart’ by filling the shelves and supporting this wonderful
community resource.

Two opportunities for prison ministry –
Book Donations for Stateville:

North Park Theological Seminary offers regular courses at Stateville Correctional
Center for campus students and incarcerated students. Those who are incarcerated cannot afford books and would gratefully
receive books for the spring course, “Justice and Beloved Community.” In addition, North Park is working on building their
theological library, and titles for that will be periodically added to this amazon wish list. If you’d like to contribute to this
ministry and purchase one or two books for them, please use this link, and they THANK YOU for your generosity!
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/27HIWNIDLWXOY/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_4

Class in Prison!:

Michelle Clifton-Soderstrom (fall Sunday School class) has extended an invitation to visit her theology
class at Stateville prison. The students in the prison class are working on a project called “Beloved Community” – what that
would look like and necessary steps (and threats) to achieving it. The class in May will probably relate to that topic and would
be a great way to learn more about their work in prison and get involved.
Possible dates are Monday, May 15th or 22nd. Pastor Pete could drive the church van, leaving no later than 8:00 a.m., attending
class from 10:30 a.m. - 1:15 p.m. and arriving back at WCC around 2:30 or 3:00. There are potentially eight visitor slots
available.
Visitors going to visit the theology class need to be: 18 or older, good listeners, not afraid to talk or ask questions and good at
following directions. No access to your phone while in the prison (radio silent) between 9:30 and 1:15. No outside food can be
brought in but if you’re diabetic there is some food available in the officer’s cafeteria. Michelle will provide more details closer
to the trip.
The prison needs to vet any visitors. No felonies on your record or any warrants out with your name attached. If you’re
interested in going, please send: full name, birthday, and social security number to Pastor Andrea no later than February 19th.
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Youth Opportunities
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Sr. High Youth Group – Sunday, February 12, from 7-9 p.m., at church.
Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation – Sundays, February 12 & 19, from 4:30-6:30 p.m., at church
League Night – Sunday, February 26 – Jr. and Sr. High meet together
Sr. High After-School Coffee – Wednesdays, February 1, 8, 15 & 22, at 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Homework/Hangout Times – Jr. High in the Youth Room, Sr. High in Christy’s office
Sr. High One-Life Retreat – February 17-20, Covenant Point Bible Camp, Iron River, MI

For more information and details about any youth group activities, please visit www.winnetkacovenant.org, then select
ministries in the side bar and click on either junior or senior high to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the
online calendar. Questions? Christy is back from maternity leave so you can direct your questions to her.

It’s Retreat Season
It’s that time of year again where numerous retreats will be happening in the next few months. There is something for
everybody so take a look. Please keep retreat participants in your prayers.

Women – February 10-12 – Women’s retreat at Covenant Harbor with Denise Johnson as speaker.
Senior High – February 17-20 – One Life retreat at Covenant Point. Contact Christy Bouris for information.
Trailblazers – February 17-19 – Trailblazer retreat at Covenant Harbor.
Men – March 10-12 at Covenant Harbor. This retreat is sponsored by Lumunos. Retreat description on page 6. Registration
will be available through the church website.

Sports Opportunities
Feeling the need to get active in the cold winter months? There are several sports opportunities happening at church. They are:
Volleyball – Coed adult volleyball every Monday from 6:30 to 9:00 (arrive when you can, leave when you need to). All levels
and ages of players are welcome, from high school and up. Contact Kurt Zitzner for information or to get on the e-mail
reminder list. We share childcare duties so kids are welcome.
Basketball – Men’s basketball on Tuesdays at 7:00 and Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. Contact John Couleur for information.

Other Opportunities
Wednesday Night Book Group – Disunity in Christ:

Uncovering the Hidden Forces that Keep us Apart by
Christena Cleveland. Discussion led by Christine Moolo and Val Hausman, this book helps us discover the hidden reasons
behind conflict and divisions within the body of Christ. Books available in class.

Winnetka Interfaith Council presents:

“The Status of Women, Have We Come Far Enough? What the
Sacred Texts Teach.” Tuesday, March 14, 7:-8:30 p.m., in our church. Panel discussion, moderated by speakers from a
variety of faith communities, will include opening statements from each panelist, followed by discussion of questions submitted
by the audience.

Congregational Lenten Devotional – the Worship Committee is once again planning to produce a Lenten
congregational devotional booklet, written by members of WCC. If interested in contributing to this publication, please contact
Cathy Norman Peterson or Gary Isaacson for more information and to be supplied with a scripture reference for your
reflections. Open to all ages – children, teens, young adults, mid-lifers, and seniors.
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Women’s Ministries

Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second Thursday of
each month for fellowship and service. Watch the weekly
bulletins for location of the meeting.

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.
They all welcome new participants at any time.

Sharing Group - We cordially invite all WCC women to

Moms Together – Just a reminder that the Mom’s group

join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon
for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on February 23rd at
Baker’s Square. You’ll enjoy the fellowship. Contact Marian
Eckhardt with questions.

is now meeting the SECOND FRIDAY of each month
(10:00-11:30 a.m.). The February meeting will be on the
10th. Child care is available. Please join us any time you
are able … no need to be a ‘regular’ although several
women are. Just let Judi Geake or the office know how
many children you are bringing so that we can arrange to
have enough child-care workers.

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome to
come with or without a project. This month’s meeting will be
February 28th. (Note that this month we meet on the 4th
Tuesday.)

Memoir Group – Getting Our Family Stories on
Paper – See announcement below on this page.

Next Chapter (formerly Recently Retired Women) –
Please watch the bulletin for an announcement of our next
meeting date and speaker. The February topic will be Our
Aging Hearts. We will also announce a new service
opportunity we can do as a group … having fun in the
process. If you are not on the e-mail list but would like to
be, contact Judi Geake. Are you still working but have a
flexible schedule? You are welcome. We are a very
‘loose’ group of women. And yes, I know how that
sounds!

Tuesday Morning Bible Study – God Wins!

Our
Revelation study continues to move us toward that time in
history when evil will be defeated. Join us for our study any
time. Our Winter Break will be the weeks of FEBRUARY 21
and FEBRUARY 28. Class resumes on MARCH 7 with
Chapter 18, “Babylon’s Judgment.” (Contact Joann Larson for
information).

Bridal Shower – Tuesday, February 21st at 7:00
All women of the church are invited to a bridal shower for Carly Favero and Art Shank, to be held in the church narthex. This
is a wonderful opportunity to show our love and support of this couple as they start a new chapter in their lives.

Men’s Fellowship
At 8:00 a.m., on the first three Saturday mornings of each month, the men of Winnetka Covenant gather to enjoy food,
fellowship and discussion. The varied perspectives and faith expressions from diverse backgrounds and experiences create a
wonderful discussion. Humor frequently seasons the conversation. We learn about each other; we learn from each other. Men
of the church of any and every age—you are warmly invited to share in this rich fellowship. If you have questions about this
gathering, please contact Paul Christmas or Royce Eckhardt.
MEN’S RETREAT – March 10-12, Covenant Harbor Bible Camp in Lake Geneva, WI (sponsored by Lumunos)
Essentialism and the Prophet – Jeremiah at the Men’s Retreat – Lumunos retreats are like halftime of a game: They
provide an opportunity to step back, look at your life, and readjust so you can focus on what is most essential. But in our
version of halftime, rather than Mike Ditka screaming, you will find yourself surrounded by a band of brothers who listen,
support, and encourage you.
For our theme this year we focus on Jeremiah, the “God Revealing Companion.” (Eugene Peterson) While sometimes he can
sound a little like Mike Ditka, his story will help us focus on some faith basics like hope, trust, discernment and focusing on
what truly matters. Along with Jeremiah, we will explore “essentialism,” which provides a set of tools designed to help busy
people focus on what is most important. You will leave with new practices to help focus your life, and the most important
takeaway of all: A future with hope (Jeremiah 29:11). Registration link on the church website.

Memoir Group Encourages Men to Join, Too!

The Month Memoir Writing Group that meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month from 1:00-2:30 p.m. in the church library is open
to everyone … men included. The topic for this month is anything to do with Love or the Heart. Questions? Call Judi Geake
or Joann Larson.
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Mailbox
Dear WCC Friends,
I want to express my gratitude for all your
prayers and support during my sister, Judy’s,
battle with cancer and subsequent death. I am so
grateful for the love and care that you have given
to my family over the years. I am blessed to be a
part of this community.
Thank you,
Joan Johnson
John, Jr., Andrew & I would like to express
our gratitude to the Winnetka Covenant Church
family for the love and concern extended to us
during John’s illness. The calls, cards, meals,
and visits were so very appreciated. Thank you
to the deacons for the lovely tea table following
the memorial service.
A most heartfelt thank you to Pastor Art &
Pastor Andrea for their calls and visits. Paster
Peter, without your support, advice, and
encouragement, we really would have been lost.
You have all been wonderful to us and we thank
you from the bottom of our hearts.
Sandi Hotckiss & family
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church,
The staff of WCC wishes to thank you for the
generous Christmas gift from the congregation.
We appreciate the support and prayers extended
to us throughout the year.
WCC staff

Dear Church Family,
During this unique season where our own
families are far away, we are so grateful for all of
you. Prayers, cards, meals, loaned baby equipment,
words of solidarity and encouragement – we couldn’t
have done this new parenting thing without you and
your generosity! We are truly grateful for your love
for us and for Sophia as we continue in this next
chapter as a family of three! Thank You!
With deep gratitude,
Christy, Andy and Sophia
Dear WCC Friends,
Thank you for your prayers, cards, kind inquiries, and
encouragement while I faced surgery and began the journey of healing.
I am thankful for your support, a gifted surgeon, and God’s healing
hands as I continue to make progress!
Gratefully,
Barbara Balsam
(The following letter was received from a Friendly Towers resident)
Hello all!! I wanted to personally thank all of you who donated a
blanket to the people living under the viaducts at Lake Shore Drive. I
placed all 25 blankets in two 55 gallon plastic bags, and got Marc – a
homeless person living in Tent City, Lawrence, and a new social justice
& housing organizer at One Northside – to help me carry the bundles
to the Wilson Tent City. It turns out that on this day, Friday 12/24,
there were 24 residents occupying Wilson Tent City. So the numbers
(of people & blankets) were something like a minor miracle.
Sadly, just as we began handing the blankets out, the city showed
up and told everyone to move their tents & belongings out from under
the viaduct so that city crews could “sweep & clean” the walkways. It
was a bit chaotic, but it all went well enough. So everyone got a lot
warmer, thanks to the big hearts at Winnetka Covenant Church!
Everyone was just thrilled with their gift from you.
Have a great 2017,
Norman Kaeseberg

Family News

Address Changes

Congratulations and best wishes to:
•

Lindsay & Kent Salsbery, on the birth of their son, Logan
Macfarland Salsbery on January 19. Logan weighed seven
pounds at birth. Claire and Sandy Macfarland are his happy
grandparents.

Rummage Sale
It hardly seems possible, but it’s not too early to start thinking Rummage Sale!! This year it is scheduled for Saturday, April 29.
While we won’t be calling for volunteers for a while yet, now is the time to think about what you have to donate. As you begin
your spring cleaning, keep in mind that the Rummage Sale accepts everything from clothes to furniture, including toys, sporting
goods, baby and children’s equipment and supplies, books, household items, linens, jewelry, accessories, holiday items, etc.
You get the idea. And don’t forget the wonderful antiques and collectibles that are featured in the French Room. We aren’t
able to take large tube televisions or mattresses.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

(cont’d from page one)

Dr. King also addresses at length the reasons why we should love our enemies. He said,
“Now there is a final reason I think that Jesus says, ‘Love your enemies.’ It is this: that love has within it a
redemptive power. And there is a power there that eventually transforms individuals. That’s why Jesus says, ‘Love
your enemies.’ Because if you hate your enemies, you have no way to redeem and transform your enemies. But if
you love your enemies, you will discover that at the very root of love is the power of redemption.”
He continues later in the sermon:
“There is a little tree planted on a little hill and on that tree hangs the most influential character that ever came in
this world. But never feel that the tree is a meaningless drama that took place on the stages of history. Oh no, it is a
telescope through which we look out into the long vista of eternity, and see the love of God breaking forth into time.
It is an eternal reminder to a generation depending on nuclear and atomic energy, a generation depending on
physical violence, that love is the only creative, redemptive, transforming power in the universe.”
Loving our enemies is the hard work that we are called to as followers of Christ, as those redeemed by the Redeemer. Dr.
King believed that this approach to conflict, hate, and divisiveness is the only approach that has the power to transform
our selves and our world. I agree. Se let’s keep at it, together. It can be done, for with God, all things are possible.
Andrea Johnson

