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Lent 2016 and Project Blue
Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters ….
Lent is a period of 40 days before Easter (excluding Sundays), beginning on Ash
Wednesday and ending at sundown on Holy Saturday, the evening before Easter.
During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation, self-reflection and repentance
when we seek to literally “turn around” and realign our lives and focus toward God. It
is a time to give up things as well as take on new life-giving practices, helping us rid
ourselves of distractions and our own selfish desires. By doing so, we seek to live and
love as more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
There are many ways you can make this Lenten season meaningful, and even
transformational to your life of faith. Here are a few that our church is offering:
• Come and worship on Ash Wednesday, February 10. We begin with a soup
supper at 6:00 p.m. and worship at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Ash
Wednesday sets the context for the season of Lent. Children are welcome and
encouraged to attend. Nursery care for infants and toddlers will be provided.
• Use the daily devotional created by Winnetka Covenant members and friends
to aid us in deepening our devotion to Christ on our Lenten journey with a
daily focus on scripture and prayer.
• Throughout Lent, our church will participate in Project Blue, which was
launched at CHIC2015 in partnership with Covenant World Relief. Through
Project Blue, we will have the opportunity to do three things:
1) Become aware of the need for clean water and sanitation around the
world.
2) Become engaged in the issues of injustice that exist in the world due to
the lack of clean water and sanitation.
3) Work together to raise funds for the work that Covenant World Relief is
doing to provide clean water and sanitation.
Opportunities to learn will be offered for all ages on both Sunday mornings and
Wednesday evenings. Resources for helping you engage in this project at home will
be available in the narthex. Watch for some interesting ways that you can choose to
give money to provide clean water and sanitation that will be presented throughout the
six weeks of Lent.
Join us for a very special event, “Walk for Water,” on Sunday, March 6, beginning
at 9:30 a.m. and merging into our worship time in the sanctuary. This will be a
church-wide, all ages event led by our senior high students who had this experience at
CHIC last summer. As we “Walk for Water,” we will enter into the true stories of
individuals who struggle to get clean water; we’ll experience what it is like for them to
carry water. The “Walk for Water” will take place within the walls of our church
building; if walking is a challenge for you, don’t worry – there will be significant ways
for you to participate. The experience will culminate with worshiping together in the
sanctuary. If you are unable to join us for the “Walk for Water,” you are still welcome
and encouraged to come for worship at the regular time, 10:45 a.m.
May God guide and bless us as we journey through Lent together.
Pastor Andrea

Christian Formation
Sunday School for all ages, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

For children, ages 4 - 5th grade –
Rotation Sunday School 2015-2016: “Quest for Identity”
People of faith travel a path that includes a struggle
between everyday experience and their relationship
with God. In a quest for an identity, group
dynamics can form a sense of inclusion or
exclusion in the community. Jacob and Esau
battled within the realm of sibling rivalry. Joseph
and his brothers fought the same battle, only to find
a place of reconciliation. Jesus Christ calls us to be
a community of inclusion. We forge our identities
as we build community. Each culture responds to
the faith story in relation to their own history and
customs; this year we explore how various cultures
communicate the biblical stories within their own
context.

Unit 5: Zacchaeus, February 7, 14, 21, 28

Units this year include: Joseph and His Brothers,
Joseph in Egypt, The Samaritan Woman, Zaccheus,
Mary Magdalene, Easter Around the World, and
The Epistles.

Faith Today: Create a puzzle to understand how we all have many
pieces of our own puzzle that come together to bring us to wholeness
and peace. The relationship with Jesus Christ was the part of the
puzzle that Zacchaeus was missing. The class will then create their
own jigsaw puzzles.

Bedouin Encampment: Play some tricks with money to understand
how the people of Jericho felt cheated by Zacchaeus and then hear
James tell the story of Zacchaeus’ redemption.
Bible Improv: Enact the story, The Empty Pot, a Chinese fable about
a boy who is in a contest to win the throne of a kingdom by growing
flowers; when his flowers do not grow, he presents the king with an
empty pot. The boy is surprised when the King accepts his gift. Why?
Zacchaeus certainly felt that he had an empty pot when he first
encountered Jesus.
Thou Art: Create a tree mobile to reflect on the hopes and fears of
Zacchaeus as he tried to see Jesus.

*************************

For Adults – 2 Sunday School Options
A Theology of Environmental
Sustainability
Kurt Peterson will teach this unit during Lent. We
will explore together what the Bible and the
Christian tradition have to say about environmental
stewardship, why the issue has become so
politically divisive, and how thoughtful Christians
ought to practice a sustainable lifestyle. We will
also connect sound environmental ethics to a
broader Christian ethic of justice.

A Calling to the Beloved: Entering a Life of Vocation –
January 10 – February 14 (6 weeks)
With Judi Geake leading, in this series we talk about what it means to
be called by God. Philosophers and theologians, spiritual directors and
authors, share about how they responded to the call. How do we
discern this calling? What steps do we need to take to listen to God?
How is calling more than the things we do? How do we live a life as
the beloved?

Journaling as a Spiritual Practice Group
Whether you are a longtime journal keeper or someone who has never kept a journal at all, Helen Cepero’s book Journaling as
Spiritual Practice will help you go below the surface of your life with God. Her chapters combine descriptive text, illustrations
from journals, Helen’s own experience with journaling practices, and exercises to help you bring your own life and world into
sharper focus. We will discuss the experience of journaling, not the contents of your journals! Helen Cepero is director of
spiritual formation at North Park Theological Seminary. Her book is full of warmth, wisdom, encouragement, and personal
stories. The groups will be led by Judi Geake.
The group is open to all, men and women, with two options for meeting times:
•
•

Wednesday evenings from 6:45-7:45 for five weeks, February 17th to March 16th.
Thursday afternoons from 1:00-2:00 for five weeks, February 18th to March 17th.

Please call the church office to register by February 10th to allow Judi time to order enough books.
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Music Notes
On February 28, at 3:00 p.m. Luther Lewis will present a concert of songs and spirituals. Besides performing in major US
opera houses recently, Luther has also ventured into visual arts. A sampling of his paintings and drawings will be displayed.
Luther, who was introduced to us by his friend, Paul Christmas, is an accomplished operatic and gospel tenor and has sung at
Winnetka Covenant before – most recently Ride On, King Jesus. Mark your calendar for this dynamic program!
February 7th the men sing Be Thou My Vision, which has been a favorite hymn to me for so long I can’t even remember
when. I remember this hymn capturing my heart and mind during choir at First Christian Church, so it had to be before I was
12. (One good thing about having been a member of so many churches through my life and living in so many houses is that the
associations I have more easily mark the years.) Like Christmas carols through long use, I’ve had it mostly memorized all these
years, but looking at this text today – I’m suddenly baffled!?? If you’ve been in church a number of years, you’re likely
familiar with it too. Can you hear the tune when you read the words?
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; nought be all else to me save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought by day or by night, waking or sleeping Thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom and Thou my true word, I ever with Thee and Thou with me Lord.
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son, Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.
Riches I heed not nor man’s empty praise. Thou mine inheritance now and always.
Thou, and thou only first in my heart, High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.
High King of heaven, my victory won. May I reach heaven’s joys, Oh bright heaven’s sun!
Heart of my own heart whatever befall, still be my vision, oh Ruler of all.
I just returned from visiting my 2 sons’ families who live in Tulsa, where I went to LifeChurch with Philip and Kelly. It’s
Covenant! (the pastor spoke of his mentor, Gary Walter) and Contemporary! Headquartered in OK City, with many satellite
congregations, it opens with music so loud they have bins of earplugs on the auditorium door! The drumbeat thumps in your
belly. When I tried to sing with the earplugs, it was so painful in my head I had to take at least one out. I really appreciated the
message and noted that the main song prefaced it well – full devotion to Jesus! Paraphrasing: “I need You. I give my all to
You, Jesus …” I noted the contrast to most hymn texts, which brings me back to Be Thou My Vision.
Mary E. Byrne (1880-1931) wrote the translation from ancient Irish. “…nought be all else to me save that Thou art.” Wow! I
admit being challenged to explain that in simpler English. So, how could this be my favorite hymn – since childhood – and
these words aren’t ‘my language?’ I don’t even understand all the meaning. Honestly, I think I liked the beauty of the phrases;
the rhymes. The obvious parts conveyed enough meaning to me – and I like the tune. I must have also liked the experience I
felt when I sang/heard it.
Yesterday’s church visit and returning to this text today really jarred me to this unintended reflection. [I spent a few years
seriously researching the contrast of musical styles in church – and meaning.] My summary: All music is an emotional
experience. Meaning in music is in the context of ITS QUALITIES and our EXPERIENCE more than words. I value poetry
with more layers and complexity of meaning. I value styles of music with more variations in voicing, rhythm, harmony and
dynamics!! Plus, I really value the experience of Christians singing together – and HEARING all the voices! Thank you,
Winnetka Covenant, for being a singing congregation!
February 14th brings the Lonesome Theologians (Paul Koptak and other North Park professors) to lead us in worship and
song! Their bluegrass musical flavor accompanies their scholarly understanding of the scriptures. Bring a neighbor for this
unique Sunday! (Speaking of Bluegrass, contact John Wallgren for information being in a fun WCC bluegrass group.)
We enter Lent on Ash Wednesday, February 10. Choir will sing this Augustus Toplady text brought to life in the lovely John
Hudson setting for SATB voices and piano:
A debtor to mercy alone, of covenant mercy I sing; Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on, my person and off’ring to bring.
The terrors of law and of God with me can have nothing to do; My Saviour’s obedience and blood hide all my
transgressions from view.
The word which His goodness began, the arm of His strength will complete; His promise is Yea and Amen, and never
forfeited yet. Things future, nor things that are now, nor all things below or above, Can make Him His purpose forgo, or
sever my soul from His love.
My name from the palms of His hands, eternity will not erase; Impressed on His heart it remains in marks of indelible
grace. Yes, I to the end shall endure, as sure as the earnest is giv’n. A debtor to mercy alone, of covenant mercy I sing.
Singing praise to Him, Dawn
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Trustee Notes
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through December 31, 2015:
Ø Thank you for your financial support throughout the year.
o General Fund Giving through December 31 - $1,053,191
o Contributions/pledges were above plan
o Overall yearly receipts were slightly above 2014 actuals. Expenses were slightly under 2015 approved budget.
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2015 Actual
Contributions (only)

2014 Actual

%

2015 Bud.

%

$963,601

$953,505

101%

$920,445

105%

Total General Fund Receipts
(incl Contributions)

$1,053,191

$1,034,178

102%

$1,045,583

101%

Expenses

$ 1,051,221

$ 1,090,963

96%

$1,045,092

101%

$2,000

($56,785)

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Petty Cash
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
Sabbatical Grant (’15 AMJ)
General Fund
Total

12/31/2015

12/31/2014

$(50,098)
68,973
125
52,940
$71,939

$(78,356)
79,702
125
17,223
$ 18,694

$ 94,006
47,140
0
519
$141,929

$117,572
50,251
22,359
12,255
$202,573

The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Greg
Butz, WCC Treasurer, or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary with any questions. In addition, the audited WCC 2014
Financial report as available in the church office. This is a statement of our financial position as of December 31, 2014.
*************************
Volunteers are needed for Sunday service church open/closing coverage. WCC is looking for 4-5 volunteers to rotate coverage
on a regular basis for Sunday service support. This position would assist the pastors and staff with Sunday service support
while freeing up the WCC facilities manager to focus on Monday to Friday coverage and responsibilities. If interested to learn
more, a short job description write-up is available in the church office. Contact Luke Knotts or one of the Trustees or Facility
Manager search committee members: Jane Westerfield, John Messina, Peter A. Nelson, Tom Johnson, and Kurt Kovacic.
*************************

Volunteer Workday
When: Saturday February 27th 8:00am – 12:00pm
Where: Winnetka Covenant Church
Description: Come join us and give your time during our volunteer workday. There will be several projects that we all can
participate in to help make our community a better place. Children 1st grade and up are welcomed to come help. If you’re
interested in volunteering your time, please email Luke Knotts and place in the title “Volunteer Workday”.

Annual Meeting
Come and be a part of this important gathering of the congregation.
We will reflect on the year past, plan for the year to come and vote on the budget for 2016.
Pizza dinner at 5:30, with the meeting starting at 6:00 in the sanctuary.
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Mission Opportunities
LOCAL A Just Harvest – February 4th and 18th, at 1:00, cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join the
cooking crew. On the 18th we are also asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. They will meet at church to
depart at 4:30 and return about 7:00. Contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – every month we go to the Greater Chicago Food Depository to help package food

for local food banks. Our work there benefits the North Park Friendship Center. Our set day and time has changed to the 3rd
Saturday of each month in the morning. In February, this will be on the 20th from 9-11:45 a.m. The opportunity is open to
all, ages 14 and older. Long pants and closed-toe shoes are required. Contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions.

Refugee Relief - We are again collecting items for help new refugees in our community through the month of
February. Watch for the large tubs in the narthex. There is an immediate need for:
Womens' mittens and gloves
Warm blankets
Small appliances (blenders, coffee makers, toasters, sets of dishes and silverware
Children's boots
Smaller toddler and kids' shoes (sizes 8, 9, 10) (No other children's clothing please other than winter wear.)
Children's musical instruments (toys are ok).
If anyone would like to reach out to refugee children (ages 2-6) in person, they would welcome volunteers to play music or
conduct a special art project at Heartland. Time period - weekdays between 9:00 am and 12:15 p.m. Contact Mary Beth
Molenaar if interested.

NATIONAL –
Sankofa 2016 – March 31-April 3 – Sankofa is an intentional, cross-racial prayer journey that seeks to assist disciples of
Christ in moving toward a righteous response to the social ills related to racism. This experience explores historic sites of
importance in the Civil Rights movement and sites of oppression and inequality for people of color, while seeking to move
participants toward healing the wounds and racial divide caused by hundreds of years of racial injustice in the United States.
Registration information is on the Covenant website (www.covchurch.org). E-mail Christine Buettgen with questions at
lmdj.covchurch.org. Pastors Christy and Peter are tentatively planning to go on this journey, along with minister Tracey Russel
from Fountain of Life Covenant Church in Madison.

INTERNATIONAL –
Update on Karla Fogel’s India Trip – Ten North Park University students participated this year in the trip to serve with
the Hindustani Covenant Church in the village of Nannaj outside of the city of Solapur, Maharashtra, in central India. The
group included 6 senior nursing students who worked in the denomination’s small hospital/clinic and had many opportunities to
see and care for patients with many medical problems. The 4 non-nursing students helped in the church’s English medium
primary school playing games, telling stories and giving the children opportunities to practice speaking in English. The group
toured several social service programs of the HCC including special water provision projects needed in the drought stricken
rural villages in the state. We saw some of the projects supported by Covenant World Relief and funded by the money
raised at CHIC last summer. The students have expressed how life-changing the experiences were for each of them. They
look forward to supporting mission work in the future with a new understanding of the needs people have and the difference
that can be made in lives in another culture.
*************************

NEW OPPORTUNITY COMING SOON - There Are No Second Fiddles in God's Orchestra
In the middle of a job search? Interested in learning more about yourself? Learn ways to match your passions and unique
gifts with opportunities for work and service. The workshop will be moderated by our own Judi Geake. Specific date t.b.d.,
but most likely on a Saturday morning in late February or early March.
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Women’s Ministries

Notes from the denomination:
AVA – Advocacy for Victims of Abuse
There is an epidemic affecting one out of every four women.
They suffer behind closed doors, most often concealing their
pain, fearful of those on both sides of the door. These are the
victims of abuse. They are neighbors, co-workers, friends,
and loved ones. Victims of abuse come from all walks of life,
and this epidemic knows no boundaries. While the secular
world can offer protection and advice, it cannot provide the
one thing most needed: Jesus’ healing touch that brings
renewal and hope.

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the
church. They all welcome new participants at any time.

Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second Thursday
of each month for fellowship and service. Watch the
weekly bulletins for location of the meeting.
Sharing Group – We cordially invite all WCC women
to join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00
noon for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on February
25th at Baker’s Square. You’ll enjoy the fellowship! Call
Marian Eckhardt with questions.

The Evangelical Covenant Church addresses sexual assault
and its related concern, domestic violence, through the
Advocacy for Victims of Abuse (AVA) initiative. AVA
informs, educates, and raises awareness in our congregations
and communities. On February 19-20, 2016, there will be an
AVA training at Covenant Offices in Chicago. This will be a
full AVA training, led by Yvonne DeVaughn with support
from a few others. We need to increase the number of
regional coordinators in the ECC in order to strengthen this
ministry. If this interests you, to learn more please check this
link, http://www.covchurch.org/abuse/.

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/ needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome to
come with or without a project. In February our meeting
moves to the 23rd.
Tuesday morning Bible Study – Our Bible study in
Nehemiah meets on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. All
are welcome to join us for this study and the one to follow
in the book of Esther.

Triennial XV, July 28-31, 2016 in Kansas City, MO
Registration for the next triennial, “Quench”, is now open.
Journey together as women of the Covenant to an intentional
spiritual adventure where we connect with God and one
another across generations, cultures, geography, and life
experience.
Go to events@covchurch.org for more
information.

Moms Together – This group is led by Judi Geake and
meets the first Friday of each month, 9:30-11:00 a.m. A
chance for mothers of young children to explore together
the parenting journey. Child care is provided.

Men’s Retreat, sponsored by Lumunos – “The Elusive Art of Contentment”
Open to the men of the church, the retreat will be held at Covenant Harbor in Lake Geneva, WI from Friday, March 11 at 8:00
p.m. to Sunday, March 13 at 11:00 a.m. Doug Wysockey-Johnson and friends will lead the retreat, with Erik Strom as worship
leader.
If the Apostle Paul could say “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances,” why do we find contentment so
difficult? In spite of all we have, why do we so often find ourselves restless, irritated, and discontent? We will look at what
Scripture says, as well as research from the growing field of happiness and well-being studies.
You can find more details and a registration link on the wcc website (www.winnetkacovenant.org).

Youth Opportunities
February Youth Dates
Sunday School – all Sundays (sr. high in Christy’s office, jr. high in the youth room) – no sr. high Sunday School on 2/14
Sr. High League (7-9 p.m.) – 7th, 21st, 28th (no sr. high on the 14th)
Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation (4:30-6:30 p.m.) – 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th
Sr. High One Life Retreat at Covenant Point, February 12-15th
Sr. High Coffee – 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th
Jr. High Event – 19th, watch for details
Jr. & Sr. High - March 4th, 6:30 - 10 p.m. – Feed My Starving Children
NEW ONLINE YOUTH CALENDAR!
Visit the Winnetka Covenant website (www.winnetkacovenant.org), then select “Ministries” in the side bar. Click on either Junior or
Senior High to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the new online calendar.
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Hi Winnetka Covenant Family,
This is Laurel Siebrasse. I am doing
very well in my group home. I love it a lot.
My house parents are amazing. I love them
so much. They are a real blessing to have.
I just got a job at a Mary free bed
YMCA in Grand Rapids. I start next week
Monday. I will be volunteering at the kids
zone at the Y. It’s huge. It just opened in
December, 2015.
My house parents and my roommates
are happy for me. My house sisters names are Mel, Angie,
Beth, Robin and Liz and me. I am the baby in the Family.
We all get along so well, we are one big happy Hope House
family!
This year we went to see Chris Tomlin and this year
we had a Christmas party with our house parents. My
house dad was Santa. It was very fun. And we went to
Hark Up Christmas show. It was at Grand Rapids
Christian High school.
I hope you guys had a wonderful Christmas break and
a wonderful New Years. I miss you guys a lot
Laurel Siebrasse

Mailbox
Dear Pastor Hawkinson & Congregation,
Thank you very much for the Christmas gift. Working
with the seniors over the past 5 years has been my pleasure –
not my job! They are practically family to me. I even knew
Ollie & Verna Fogel from my high school days nearly 50
years ago. Yes, it is a small world.
All blessings for a good & peaceful new year.
John Donlan (your driver)
Dear Winnetka Covenant Church Family,
Christina, Jonathan, Erik and I would like to thank
Pastor Hawkinson and our friends at Winnetka Covenant
Church for their care, concern, and prayers during Glen’s
long struggle with Parkinson’s Disease and his passing on
December 11th. It is a time of great sadness for us, but we
remind ourselves that he is now healed and at peace, and we
thank God for that. We treasure our memories of our years
at WCC, and especially your friendship.
Barbro Wilson

*************************
Looking way ahead – the 2016 rummage sale will be Saturday, April 16. Please put the date on your calendar. Also, with
the coming of Lent and the rummage sale approaching, you are welcome to participate in the 40 Bags in 40 Days Lenten
Challenge. Lent is often a time when people choose to give something up or in other ways introduce a special discipline in
their lives. The challenge here is to use this time to declutter your lives – would you be able to weed out one bag of stuff a day
for the 40 days of Lent? What a great way to simplify your lives and your living spaces while at the same time benefit our
rummage sale.
*************************

Love Mercy Do Justice Conference – February 5-6 at North Park University
The Love Mercy Do Justice Conference is a collaborative event between the Evangelical Covenant Church’s Love Mercy Do
Justice Priority and the Urban Outreach office at North Park University. It is our hope to bridge the divide between the intellect
and the heart by creating a space where the university and the broader church can interact with contemplative activists who see
the primacy of mercy and justice as a tangible expression of their spirituality. This two-day event is synergistic in scope and
hopes to bring together the resources of both the Church and University to engage urban justice issues in unity.
The schedule for Friday includes dialogues, community gatherings, and a plenary session featuring Rev. Marshall Hatch, Father
Michael Pfleger, and other seasoned community development practitioners. Saturday will be a day for attendees to gather for
prayer and action.
For more information and to register go to www.lmdjconference.com. The conference is free and open to the public.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Coed Adult Indoor Volleyball
Monday Nights, 6:30-9:00 p.m. in the WCC gym through March 21
All skill levels are welcome to have fun, bump, set, and spike together. Experts should come prepared to help teach others and
beginners should be prepared to learn the rules and techniques of the game. To ensure games are fun and fair, teams will switch
players after each set of 3-5 games based on skill level, who is present, who is winning/losing, etc. Donations will be accepted
to cover the cost of equipment, building use and child care (for those who may need it).
If more than 12 people arrive on a given night, extras rotate in each time there is a change in server. If too few arrive, we will
determine whether to practice and play around with whoever shows up or cancel for the evening.
If interested or for more information, contact Kurt & Jennifer Zitzner (WinnetkaCovenantVolleyball@gmail.com). This is a
great opportunity to invite friends and a great way to get to know others in the church!!

