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“It Is All About the Story” 
 

 
When I became a volunteer member of the Winnetka Covenant Church staff, it 
felt like the triumphant end to my story after completing a Certificate of 
Spiritual Direction at North Park. It felt like everything I’d ever done had 
finally led me to this moment – my return to school at age 40 to get a Master’s 
degree in Counseling, my twenty years as director of a not-for-profit women’s 
organization, and now my completion of three years at the Seminary. My story 
was finished. I was part of the staff of my beloved church.  

I have seen, now, that it was the beginning of a new story – one that has 
allowed me to connect in a whole new way with young mothers in the 
congregation, to women looking for opportunities to get to know each other on 
a deeper basis, to seniors at Covenant Village, and a chance to be involved in 
the ongoing story of our 90 year old congregation. My new story, post 
retirement, was just beginning.  

This season we celebrate a truly wonderful story. To some, it may feel like the 
story is a triumphant end to God’s promise to the Israelites. Everything in their 
history had led to this moment – the moment of Jesus’ birth in the manger – 
the culmination of God’s promise that He made throughout their generations 
that He would send a Savior to rescue them. He said His promise would be 
fulfilled in Bethlehem, the city of David, and it was.   

But Jesus’ birth was not just the ending of that story. It was also the beginning 
of a new story – a story not just for the Israelites. It was the beginning of a new 
story of God’s love for all people. How wonderful it is that those ancient 
writers took time to record that story. This season allows us to connect our 
story with God’s story. How blessed we are to be part of it. And, how blessed I 
am to be part of yours.  I wish you all much love and joy this Christmas 
Season, and always.  

            Judi Geake 
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Christian Formation at WCC 

Children’s Ministry 
Rotation Sunday School 
 
In Rotation Sunday School, children age 4 through grade 5 focus 
on the same theme or Bible story over the course of three or four 
weeks in a different workshop each week.  They explore the story 
through art, drama, cooking, games, video, and other workshops 
that help them engage with the story in different ways.  Each 
class has an adult “Shepherd” who accompanies them through the 
year and builds relationships with the children.  Schedules are 
posted around the church building so that you can easily know 
which room your child’s workshop is in on any given Sunday. 

Sunday, December 17, 9:30-10:15 a.m. 
 

The Annual Children’s Christmas Musical:  
The Light Before Christmas will be performed during 
the Sunday School hour.  Come and hear our children 
sing about the five candles of the advent wreath and the 
joyful anticipation of Christ’s birth!  Note the change in 
time for the program, from past years. 
 
December 3rd & December 10th  
Children age 4 through 5th grade will be practicing for 
the Children’s Christmas program during the first part of 
the Sunday School hour, from 9:30-10:10 a.m.  From 
10:10-10:30, the children will join together for special 
Sunday School workshops each week, leading into 
Advent. 
 
The children will also rehearse for the program on 
Wednesday nights during Music4Kids, 5:45-6:15. 

Adult Sunday School 

The overarching theme for this year is Reconciliation, based on 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.  In those verses we are drawn to the 
biblical mandate and invitation to be reconciled to God, others, creation, and ourselves.  We hope to explore this theme in 
relation to contemporary issues and subjects, including biblical exploration, in ways that will help us more fully live into the 
ministry of reconciliation that we have been given. 
 
For the first two weeks of December we deviate from the Reconciliation theme for 
Advent Sunday School.  These weeks will be a time of food, conversation and reflection 
as we enjoy the season of Advent and approach Christmas. 
 
On December 17th we are all encouraged to support our children as they present their 
Christmas program, The Light Before Christmas.  There will be no Sunday School on 
December 24th or 31st. 

Sunday School for all ages begins at 9:30 

Infant & toddler nursery care will be provided in the nursery (first floor) 
Sunday School for 2’s & 3’s is in the preschool room (first floor) 

Rotation Sunday School for age 4 through 5th grade in various locations (see details below) 
Junior High Sunday School in the youth room (second floor) 

Senior High Sunday School in the youth pastor’s office (first floor) 
Adult Sunday School in the Upper Room (details below) 

There will be no 9:30 a.m. Sunday School on December 24th or December 31st. 
Sunday School will resume on January 7th. 

Christmas Card Mailbox – Again this year the youth will be sponsoring a Christmas Card 
mailbox in the narthex.  Please bring the fully addressed cards that you are sending to church people for the youth to sort and 
distribute.  You can then donate the money that you would have spent on postage to benefit youth activities and CHIC 2018. 
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Special Christmas Events 
As always, there are lots of special events to help us celebrate the Advent and Christmas season.  

Take a look at the schedule and add a few to your calendars. 

Wednesday, November 29, 5:30 p.m. – All Ages Advent Craft Night 
You may remember this from last year – Following dinner on November 29th we are all invited to participate in one or two (or 

more) fun craft projects celebrating the beginning of the Advent season. 
 

Saturday, December 2, 9:00 a.m. – Lucia Celebration 
Details about this fun celebration are on page 6. 

 
Wednesday, December 6, 5:30 p.m. – Smörgåsbord Dinner 

On this night our Wednesday night dinner features a wonderful array of Swedish food. 
 

Wednesday, December 13, 5:30 p.m. – Christmas Caroling at Covenant Village 
Fa-la-la-la!  On this Wednesday night, following dinner at church, the entire group – children, parents, jr. and sr. high will travel 

to Covenant Village in Northbrook to grace them with singing Christmas carols and a nod to Santa Lucia!  Please join in! 
 

Friday, December 15, 7:30 p.m. – Blue Christmas Service 
The holiday season can be a difficult time if you’re feeling the weight of grief, loss, mental health struggles, complicated family 

dynamics, illness, or the general stress of life.  Join us for a “Blue Christmas Service,” a time of reflection and comfort. 
 

Sunday, December 17, 9:30 a.m. – Children’s Christmas Program 
Details for the annual Children’s Program are on page 2. 

 
Sunday, December 17, 10:45 a.m. – Prairie Brass Band in the Worship Service 

The Prairie Brass Band, a thirty piece brass band directed by Mary Gingrich, will play during the worship service  
and then will present a “coffee hour concert,” playing winter favorites, following the service.   

The choir will also sing with the band.  Be sure to invite your friends. 
 

Saturday, December 23, 4:30 p.m. – Friendly Towers Christmas Party 
Again this year we will be hosting our annual Christmas Party for the senior residents at Friendly Towers, 920 W. Wilson, in 
the Uptown neighborhood in Chicago.  Our sharing tree will be in the Narthex through the month.  For many of these seniors, 
this is the only Christmas gift they receive.  You can join with another family, your Sunday School class, or koinonia group to 

buy one of the more expensive gifts if you would like. 
 

The details:  choose a gift request.  As you remove the tag from the tree, it is most important that you sign your name on the 
lower half of the tag, detach it, and paste it on one of the lists on the table near the tree.  We ask you to do this because we 

carefully check that we have a gift for each resident.  If we do not have all of the gifts, we will purchase those that are missing. 
 

If you are bringing a gift certificate, please put it in a gift box or a bag.  Just a plain envelope can easily be lost, and it makes it 
nicer for the recipient to have a gift to open.  Also, if you must use the same tag that was on the tree, please cover over the 

printing that says what is inside.  It is preferable to make a new tag.   
 

All gifts should be wrapped and returned to the tree by Sunday, December 17th.   
If you intend to bring your gift directly to the party, please be sure to notify Gladys Johnson.  

You are invited to join us at the party on Saturday, December 23rd at 4:30.  We are grateful for your generosity.   
For our friends, this is the high point of their year. 

 
Sunday, December 24, 10:45 p.m. – Early Christmas Eve Worship Service 

Join us for this Family-Friendly service that will lead us from the 4th Sunday of Advent into Christmas Eve. 
 

Sunday, December 24, 10:45 p.m. – Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship Service 
Our traditional late-night Christmas Eve service, which will include a singing of Silent Night by candlelight. 
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Mission Opportunities 
 

A Just Harvest – December 7th and 21st at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to 
join the cooking crew.  On the 21st we are also asked to send a crew to go to the Kitchen to serve.  They depart from church at 
4:30 and return at about 7:00.  Contact Mary Beth Kovacic to volunteer or with questions. 
 

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Please join us sorting and repacking food at the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository, Saturday, December 16th, from 8:30 – 11:30 a.m.  Contact Rachel Rescorl or Debbie O’Donovan to register or 
carpool.  Next month’s date is January 20th. 
 
 

India 2018, from Karla Fogel 

Part 1 
 

This coming New Year’s Eve, thirteen North Park University students and I, Karla Fogel, will go to India as part of the 
University Ministries Global Partnership program. This is the 4th year that the Hindustani Covenant Church (HCC) has invited 
NPU students to come to learn about their many social and medical programs to urban and rural populations in desperate need 
of hope and care. Nursing and pre-med students will participate in clinics and the other students will work with the children in 
the church’s schools teaching English.  
 
Based on what the doctors in India requested, we are NOT collecting medications this year, but would be grateful for any 
donations of orthopedic splints, elastic wraps, ankle/knee braces, shoulder slings/immobilizers or other supplies. They can also 
use packages of gauze, tape, and bandages. A box will be placed in the narthex by the Mission display for the month of 
December.  
 
Monetary donations to support this mission trip are very welcomed! Checks made out to “North Park University” with “India 
HCC 2018” written in the memo can be sent directly to North Park University, University Ministries, 3225 West Foster Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60625; or done online at https://connect.northpark.edu/giveumin . 

Part 2 
 

After the NPU group leaves to return to the U.S., I have been invited to stay in India and travel to the east coast of India to join 
a group from the U.S. & Scotland at the India Rural Evangelical Fellowship (IREF). This will be my 5th visit to IREF and I am 
looking forward to serving as a nurse in the clinics done for several thousand school children and many adults as well as consult 
as a nursing educator at the IREF college of nursing.  
 
I am very grateful for the wonderful support and prayers Winnetka Covenant has given me for these trips. Donations can be 
given to church with “Karla Fogel IREF trip” in the memo.  
 

There’s a Role for You! - Yes, we know! Your schedule is crazy. Jobs demand more than eight hours a day, the kids 
are in sports and there's homework, aging parents need attention, then there is laundry, shopping, meals to prepare, and that 
darned email is continually demanding response. We, the members of the nominating committee, feel your pain, as we all 
experience the same pressure.  It's time to take a deep breath and maybe give some thought to your priorities. Are you sure you 
can't find a few hours a month to serve on a church board or committee for the next couple of years? 
 
The nominating committee is beginning to put together the ballot for the January 2018 annual meeting. There are openings for 
the church officers (chair, vice chair and secretary), Christian Formation, Diaconate, Missions Committee, Nominating 
Committee, Outreach Committee, Trustees and Worship Resource Committee. When you get a call or email from Bonnie 
Hawkinson, Pete Nelson, Kat Knotts, Val Hausman, Rick Schultz, Kathleen Jenkins, Meg Madvig, Jed Bassett or Colette 
Quackenbush about serving, don't immediately say "no." Please give it some prayerful consideration. Winnetka Covenant 
Church needs your gifts. 
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Trustee Update 
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through October 2017: 
As of October 31, our financial summary is highlighted below. 
 

Ø YTD Financials 
o General Fund Congregational Giving through October 31 - $712,877 (6% less than 2016) 
o Total receipts to date are 8% under planned budget; Expenses are under budget by 13%;  

Operating funds and cash are better than planned. 
 

Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget: 

 2017 Actual 2016 Actual % 2017 Budget % 

General Fund Receipts $824,916 $823,021 100% $890,818 92% 

Expenses $778,446 $867,204 89% $878,063 87% 

Net Operating Income/(Loss) $46,470 ($44,183)    

 
 10/31/2017 10/31/2016 

Cash 
General Fund   $(17,467)   $(91,038) 
Exchange Accounts       75,248     86,223 
Memorial/Bequest Funds*       8,154     48,975 
                                                            $66,060     $44,284 
*Investments 
Memorial/Bequest Funds   $187,210 $85,350 
Johnson Memorial       14,434       17,199 
Gustafson Memorial 30,589       28,717 
Total   $232,233 $131,266 

 

o Current projects: 
o Budget planning for 2018, contact a Trustee if you have suggestions 
o The Trustees are looking into a fire alarm system for the Sanctuary and Narthex. 
o Some water leaks and peeling paint have been seen around the steeple on the Sanctuary ceiling.  This 

is under investigation. 
 

The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office.  Please contact Tom 
Sharp, WCC Treasurer or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions.  

Update on New Cross Project: 

Commissioned by the Executive Board, the WCC Cross Project Committee has been diligently gathering information for a 
proposal for adding a visible cross to the exterior of our church building. The Executive Board believes this can be a meaningful 
addition to our church. 
 
The committee has discussed various locations for the cross as well as design, size, material, and color tone. Two locations were 
identified for the recommendation: above the main entrance doors and a smaller version of the cross for our church welcome 
sign.   
 
This project is funded by a special exchange fund which has been supported by the generosity of a church member family. 
 
Drawings of the two crosses recommended by the committee were presented to the Executive Board on October 19th and are on 
display on a poster on display in the church narthex.   
 
There was a presentation made to the congregation on Sunday, October 29th, at which time it was decided to table the voting 
until our Annual Business Meeting on Wednesday, February 7, 2018. 
 
Respectfully submitted by the Cross Project Committee:  Kurt Kovacic, Barbara Blackburn, John Messina, René Nelson, 
Colette Quackenbush, and Rich McClellan. 
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Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.  
They all welcome new participants at any time. 
 

Moms Together – The Moms’ Group will meet Friday, 
December 8th with a slight change in schedule. 9:30 – 
10:00 a.m. will be a social time for those able to come 
early.  Our discussion of how we want to proceed in the 
next year will take place from 10:00 – 11:00, followed by 
another social time from 11:00 – 11:30.  We are trying this 
schedule to see if it helps Moms who have to arrive late or 
leave early to accommodate their children’s schedules.  
Child care will be provided from 9:30-11:30.  Please be 
sure to let Judi know how many children you are 
bringing so that we have plenty of helpers. 
 
The Next Chapter – There will be a December Outing 
for the Next Chapter but due to the earlier Network 
deadline this month, the date has not yet been determined.  
If you are not receiving e-mails about Next Chapter events 
but would like to … send your e-mail address to 
judigeake@gmail.com.  
 
Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Normally meet on the second 
Thursday of each month for fellowship and service.  For 
December the group will join with the Sharing Group on 
December 14th for a special holiday meeting. 

Women’s Ministries 
 
 
 
Sharing Group  - We cordially invite all WCC women to 
join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00 noon 
for lunch and fellowship.  Our November and December 
meetings will be combined for a special holiday meeting on 
December 14th.  Details will be forthcoming.  You’ll enjoy the 
fellowship.  Contact Marian Eckhardt with questions. 
 
Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer, 
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the 
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of 
Marilynn Nelson (656 Astor Ln., Wheeling).  New 
participants are always welcome to come with or without a 
project. Our meeting this month will be December 19th.    
 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study – Class did not meet 
November 21st, the Tuesday of Thanksgiving Week.  We 
return on Tuesday, November 28th for Lesson 10.  Our study 
in the book of JOB will conclude on Tuesday, December 12th.  
Enjoy a holiday break until January 9, 2018, when we begin 
the New Year with a new study in the book of JAMES.  
Questions:  Contact Joann Larson (847-729-1247 or 
joannlarson@comcast.net) 

 
 

Upcoming opportunities for women –  
 
Saturday, January 13, 2018 – Wedding shower for Jess Engle and Ryan Isaacson.  All women and girls are 
invited to celebrate the upcoming marriage of Ryan and Jess as we give them a shower here at church.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to show our love and support of this couple as they enter into an exciting new time in their lives together.  If you 
are interested in helping as a hostess, please contact the church office.  Ryan is the son of Gary and Karen Isaacson. 
 
February 9-11, 2018 – Women’s Retreat at Covenant Harbor.  We invite all of the women to plan to join us for 
our annual Women’s Retreat, held at the Geneva Bay Center at Covenant Harbor Bible Camp in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin.  We 
are excited to welcome Meg Dowling as our speaker this year, the theme being “Woman Wisdom:  What the Bible has to tell us 
about living our best life.”  Registration has officially ended, but as often happens, we have a fair amount of flexibility to 
continue to register women.  If you find that you are able to come to the retreat, please contact Joan in the office.  Brochures 
and registration forms are available in the Narthex. This is a great opportunity to get to know other women of all ages.   
 

Lucia Celebration Coming Soon - Saturday, December 2nd 
Plans are underway and preparations are being made for our annual Lucia Festival on December 2nd.  The breakfast starts at 
9:00, the program at about 10:30 with the boutique following the program.  If you would like to help in any way, please contact 
Inger Eiesland-Schultz or Jen Brunzell to find out what the needs are.  Contact Jane Rivi if you would like to have a table in the 
boutique.  We always welcome baked goods for the bake sale and we need people who are willing to bake pepparkakor and 
spritz cookies for the breakfast and for sale.  Clean tins will be in the kitchen, along with the recipes, throughout the month of 
November.  Contact Joan Wallgren with questions about cookies.  Baked goods for the sale should be at church by Friday, 
December 1st. 
 
Contact Kathy Messina with questions about reservations.  Reservations are needed for the breakfast only.  The program, which 
starts at about 10:15, and boutique are open to all, free of charge.  Rehearsal for program participants will be Monday, 
November 27th at 6:00. 
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Church Life and Opportunities 
Memoir Writing Group (open to men and women) 
 
The Memoir Writing Group will not meet in December.  Join us when we start again in January.  We meet the second Tuesday 
of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the library. 
************************* 
The Associate Pastor Search Committee has been formed and is active. This committee will be reaching out to gain 
congregational input, form a call description, and begin a search early in the spring. Members of the committee are: Yoojin 
Choi, Peter Hawkinson, Jon Heintzelman (sr), Mary Beth Kovacic, Claire Macfarland, Brian Madvig, Lisa Magnuson, Christine 
Moolo, Lance Peterson, and Kelly Quackenbush. Please pray for this search process, and be in touch with any committee 
member to share ideas and concerns.  
 
************************* 
 

Networks by e-mail 
Everyone has different preferences and we want to make sure you are all receiving the Network in the format you are most 
likely to read.  If you would prefer to get your Network by e-mail, please contact Joan in the office 
(wccjoanwallgren@gmail.com) to be added to the e-mail list. 

Mailbox 
Dear church family, 
 Thank you for the wonderful support this past year during 
Steve’s illness and passing.  We often said, ‘how can anyone go 
through this without a loving church family?’ because we felt so 
surrounded by concern, care, and practical help.  The daily cards, 
messages, and visits from all of you were deeply appreciated!  
Steve is still missed every day, but we are comforted knowing he is 
remembered by so many.  We have been truly blessed! 
    Karla, Eric, Kurtis, Jonathan, Jessica, 
    Annabelle, Hailey, Ethan and Matthew Fogel 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 My sincere thank you for the many get-well wishes and 
prayers on my behalf during the past challenging months.  Your 
loving concern was greatly appreciated. 
 I have enjoyed an amazing recovery and am happily – and 
thankfully – ready to resume normal activities. 
          Gratefully, 
          Patty Frazer 

Dear Winnetka Covenant family, 
 I want to thank all of you so much for 
your prayers, cards, meals, and words of 
encouragement during my time of healing 
following surgery.  Our family has felt so 
much love from everyone. 
 My recovery is going very well.  I am 
back to a regular diet and my fatigue is 
substantially reduced.  I still have some 
exercises to do for the prosthetic joint, but 
all things considered, that is minor.  This has 
been a very eventful year for our family, and 
we have had so much support throughout the 
whole time.  Winnetka Covenant really is a 
family. 
    Thank you, 
    Aaron Kaat, and family 
 

Family News       
Congratulations and best wishes to Dave and Ruth Johnson, 
who became grandparents once again.  Nels Liam Reep was 
born Monday, November 13 to Ingrid and Nathan Reep in 
Anchorage, Alaska.  Nels weighed 7 pounds, 9 ounces and 
was 21 inches long. 



 

 

 

Winnetka Covenant Church Network  

1200 Hibbard Road          
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091  

847-446-4300  
www.winnetkacovenant.org  

Our Mission 
 

To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel, 
Worshiping together in love,  

Nurturing people in faith,  
Serving others as Christian disciples,  

And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ. 

Guidelines for Loving Relationships 
 

We hold grace as our highest value.                   
We practice honest, open, direct communication.  

We speak the truth in love and listen in love.    
We believe the best about each other,  

valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.             
We allow room for mistakes,  

acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process. 

 

 

Youth Ministry News 
High League Progressive Dinner 
 

On December 10th, we invite all High Leaguers to dress-up all fancy and enjoy a 3-course feast at 3 different youth ministry 
houses.  Bring a White Elephant gift & be ready for a great evening of fun, food and laughter! 
 
We will meet at church at 4:30p.m. and arrive back at church at 9p.m.   Please contact Pastor Joel with any questions. 

High League Alumni Christmas Party 
 

For most college students, December 17th means the end of their fall semester & the start of Christmas break!  We invite 
former High-Leaguers to join our current High Leaguers from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. here at church for our Christmas Party!   The 
night be hosted by “Scrooge McDuck” as we compete for the 1st ever Winnetka Christmas Bowl!  Please contact Pastor Joel 
with any questions. 

Young Adult Ministries Launch 

Do you wish that you read more, but find it hard to find the time to do it without accountability?  If so, have we got the group 
for you!  The Young Adult Initiative is having a “soft launch” on December 16th from 2PM-4PM with it’s first 
event, “Readers Are Leaders.”  We will meet here at church; bring a book (any book!) that you would like to read.  We will 
spend the 1st half an hour talking about Young Adult Ministries at Winnetka.  Then, we will spend 1 hour simply reading 
individually (but in community!)  The final half an hour will be a group discussion sharing about the individual things we 
read/learned.  Baked goods & coffee will be provided & will be delicious.  Please contact Pastor Joel with any questions. 

 


