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Advent
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
(Covenant Hymnal, 120)
In a cultural world that is already ramping up for Christmas, the Church year
begins with the season of advent in exile – far from home, in a desperate place,
waiting, hoping, still clinging to a promise:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.
God’s promise is to come as Messiah, as Savior. Israel’s waiting was four
hundred and fifty years. The Church has been waiting two thousand years for
the promise of Christ to come again. This is advent – it is minor, not major
key, it is hopeful yet not celebrative, it is a season of longing for home in a far
from home place.
Advent is gifted time to be still, to reflect, to light a candle, to connect with our
deep longings for God’s promised presence. It mirrors the Lenten season as a
time of preparation for the great Christian celebrations of Christmas and
Easter. A good advent makes our Christmas celebration of God With Us
richer, fuller, because our deep longing has been fulfilled. God, our God, is
with us. The trick, the challenge is to hold onto advent in a world not content
to wait for Christmas, not wanting to touch the deep places of longing that lay
bare the distance we feel and experience from God, unwilling to delve into the
deep pain of our broken world.
My encouragement is to fight ferociously against the numbing hurriedness of
December’s calendar – instead, somehow, to light more candles, to make more
fires, to find more friends, and to engage a praying and wondering life. It can
be a holy month, a special season, a great gift, but we must protect time and
space to get to our deep places of spirit. Remember this advent that we are still
very much a people who are waiting, longing, hoping, and praying for the
Messiah to come:
Hide not your face, O my Savior – be near me
comfort and bless – while I pray, will you hear me?
Blessed Redeemer, My Savior and Comforter
Are you coming soon? Are you coming soon?
(Hymnal 769)
Peter Hawkinson

Christian Formation at WCC
Children’s Ministry
Rotation Sunday School

2016-17 Theme: Witness to God’s Presence

In Rotation Sunday School, children age 4 through grade 5 focus on
the same theme or Bible story over the course of four weeks in a
different workshop each week. They explore the story through art,
drama, cooking, games, video, and other workshops that help them
engage with the story in different ways. Each class has an adult
“Shepherd” who accompanies them through the year and builds
relationships with the children. Schedules are posted around the
church building so that you can easily know which room your child’s
workshop is in on any given Sunday.

November 13-December 11: Children will be
practicing for the Children’s Christmas program
during the first part of the Sunday School hour,
from 9:30-10:10 a.m. From 10:10-10:30, age 4
through grade 5 will join together for special
Sunday School workshops each week, leading into
Advent. On Sunday, December 18, all ages join
together in the Upper Room for Advent Sunday
School.
December 11 at 5:30 p.m. will be the annual
Children’s Sunday School Christmas Program.
This year it will be THREE WEE KINGS.

Did you know?
During Sunday School on November 20, WCC
children age 4 through grade 5 assembled 60 bags of
trail mix to be distributed to Chicago’s homeless
through The Night Ministry.
Nice work, kids!

Advent Devotionals – A variety of Advent devotionals are available for all to choose from and take home to use for your
personal and family devotions during the Advent season, compliments of the Christian Formation Board.

Adult Sunday School
November 27 – December 18: Advent Journey
The season of Advent is an opportunity to do something different. In the Upper Room we will gather at round tables, light the
Advent candles, enjoy refreshments and fellowship together, listen to wonderful music, and reflect together on the journey of
Advent. The children will join us for a joyful celebration on the last Sunday of Advent.
Weekly themes will be:
Hope: God Travels with Us
Faith: God’s Voice
Expectancy: God’s Guidance
Joy: Journey’s End

On Wednesday, December 7, at 6:30 p.m., we will have the second of our monthly discussion times in relation to the issue of
LGBTQ inclusion. We will have a time to reflect on the discussion that we had on November 9 with Dick Lucco. Dinner will
be at the usual time (5:45-6:30) and children’s programs will be led by North Park students so all can participate in the
discussion. Choir will rehearse at 8:00.
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Music Notes
In the dark, still night at the dawn of time shone a pure beam, the brightest light of any ray.
For the Morning Star, part of God’s own plan sang the love song of His redeeming love for man.
Morning Star shine into this world of ours below. Send your warm rays to lighten all our darkest days.
Light of light that shined when the world began, enter ev’ry heart of man.
Musical features this Advent and Christmas include:
December 4 – our Handbell Choir
December 11 – 5:30 p.m. THREE WEE KINGS (children’s Christmas program). A fantasy about camels, donkeys, goats and
lambs, lions, shepherds and even stars all imagining who this KING they’ve heard about will be. The Angels lead them to the
manger to find – a human baby!
December 18 – PRAIRIE BRASS BAND, directed by Mary Gingrich will provide much music for our morning worship:
Prelude of Christmas medleys, a narrated setting of the wonderful story of ‘Good King Wenceslas,’ other carols of the season
and then a mini-concert following worship to accompany our fellowship time. Get some refreshments and enjoy the festive
tunes of the season!
Christmas EVE – family service in the afternoon and 10:30 traditional Candlelight service will feature choir and the wonderful
gifts of guitarist, Jack Cimo, who blessed us with his playing earlier this year.
December 25 – a Christmas Day Sunday. Rejoice on His birthday with worship and carol singing!
May you Prepare Him room,
Advent Blessings,
Dawn

Youth Opportunities
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Sr. High Youth Group – Sunday, December 4 from 7-9 p.m., at church.
Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation – Sunday, December 4 from 4:30-6:30 p.m., at church
Sr. High Progressive Dinner – Sunday, December 11
Sr. High After-School Coffee – Wednesdays, December 7 and 14, at 3:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Homework/Hangout Times – Jr. High in the Youth Room, Sr. High in Christy’s office
Jr. High Christmas Party – Sunday, December 18 from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Sr. High Christmas Party/Alumni Reunion – Sunday, December 18 from 7-9 p.m.

For more information and details about any youth group activities, please visit www.winnetkacovenant.org, then select
ministries in the side bar and click on either junior or senior high to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the
online calendar. Christy will be on maternity leave beginning through the end of January. Any questions about jr. high should
be directed to Pastor Peter or Pastor Andrea. Any questions about sr. high should be directed to Kim Steiner or Rachel Kovacic.
MATH TUTORING – offer from Paul Christmas
Any student who is active in a youth group at WCC who needs Mathematics tutoring, I will tutor for free. I am available to
meet before Wednesday night supper or Saturday morning after 10:00.. Contact me.

Christmas Post Office
On December 4 the Christmas Post Office will be open and remain open until Christmas morning. Bring your fully addressed
Christmas cards for members and friends of the congregation to the mailbox in the narthex, along with a check made out to
Winnetka Covenant Church for the amount you would have paid for postage. The youth will sort the mail and have it ready
for pick-up after the service. Or, you may choose to send one greeting to the entire church body for a donation and this card
will be posted in the narthex to be seen by the congregation. Funds raised will support youth group activities.
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Trustee Notes
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through October 2016:
As of October 31, our financial summary is highlighted below.
Ø YTD Financials
o General Fund Giving through October 31 - $756,841 (1% more than 2015)
o Total receipts to date are 7% under planned budget; Expenses are as budgeted; Operating funds and cash are as
planned.
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2016 Actual

2015 Actual

%

2016 Budget

%

General Fund Receipts

$823,021

$817,533

100%

$883,116

93%

Expenses

$867,204

$855,964

101%

$873,090

100%

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

($44,183)

($38,431)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Petty Cash
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
General Fund
Total

10/31/2016

10/31/2015

$(91,038)
86,222
125
48,975
$44,284

$(105,030)
86,452
125
38,406
$19,953

$ 85,350
45,916
0
$131,266

$93,771
47,107
517
$141,395

Ø WCC Financial Stewardship for 2016
o As of mid-November, we have about 16% ($155K) of our total 2016 contributions ($950K) still outstanding.
This is a significant financial challenge, however, historically our November and December receipts have
helped to meet our full year contribution plan. Thank you to all of our pledgers and regular contributors to
meet this challenge.
o Please participate with our 2017 planning by offering your pledge with your pledge card or pledge online.
!!
Ø Capital Projects
o WCC exterior painting project with Castino Services completed
o Trustees & Design committee looking into having a visible cross on the church front property, more to come
o Plans for Boiler replacement moved to 2017
o 2017 Budgeting process just started, ideas and suggestions welcomed
The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Tom
Sharp, WCC Treasurer or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions.

Advent Craft Night for all ages – November 30
Following Wednesday night dinner, at 6:30 p.m., a fun way to create meaningful holiday items that will be treasured for years
to come! Ideas, supplies and directions will be provided. There will be something for individuals, the crafty type, families
(some will need parental assistance) and those who think they “can’t.” See you there!
Questions, contact Melissa Nelson.
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Mission Opportunities
A Just Harvest – December 1st at 10:00 a.m. and 15th at 1:00 p.m., cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always
welcome to join the cooking crew. On the 15th we are also asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. They will
meet at church to depart at 4:30 and return about 7:00. Contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Volunteer to help repackage food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on
the 3rd Saturday of each month, 8:00 – 10:00 a.m. Our next volunteer day is Saturday, December 17th. Volunteers must
register and sign up online ahead of time (http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/). Contact Pastor Andrea with questions or for
help with signing up.

Medical Missions for India - Students with the North Park University Global Partnership Team will be going to India
over winter break to work with the Hindustani Covenant Church and a medical clinic in central India. Church member Karla
Fogel has successfully organized and led this trip since 2015. We are invited to support them by donating leftover unused
medical supplies (gauze pads, bandages, compression socks, splints, tubing, new toothbrushes, etc.), and expired medications.
Bring your donations to church and put them in the designated box in the narthex through the end of December.

Friendly Towers Christmas Party – Saturday, December 17 at 4:30 – Again we will be hosting our
annual Christmas party for senior residents at Friendly Towers in the Uptown neighborhood in Chicago. Our sharing tree is in
the narthex. For many of these seniors this is the only Christmas gift they receive. You can join with another family, your
Sunday School class, or koinonia group to buy one of the more expensive gifts if you would like.
Instructions: Choose a gift request. As you remove the tag from the tree, it is most important that you sign your name on the
lower half of the tag, detach it, and paste it on one of the lists on the table near the tree. We ask you to do this because we
carefully check that we have a gift for each resident. If we do not have all of the gifts, we must purchase those that are missing.
If you are bringing a gift certificate, please put it in a gift bag or a box. Just a plain envelope can easily be lost. Also, please
make a new gift tag instead of using the top half of the tag on the tree.
All gifts should be wrapped and returned to the tree by Sunday, December 11. If you intend to bring your gift directly to the
party, please be sure to notify Gladys Johnson. You are invited to join us at the party on Saturday, December 17 at 4:30. Due to
renovations in their usual dining room, the party will be held across the street at Wilson Abbey, 935 W. Wilson. We are
grateful for your generosity. For our friends, this is the high point of their year.

Blanket Drive for the Homeless

– During December we will be collecting new and gently used blankets to
distribute to the homeless. Our goal is 75 blankets. Donations may be placed in the narthex near the small Friendly Towers
Christmas tree by Friday, December 16.

Men’s Fellowship
At 8:00 a.m., on the first three Saturday mornings of each month, a herd of males gathers in the prayer room at Winnetka
Covenant to a) drink coffee and eat a tasty baked goody (void of all calories), b) catch up with each other’s lives, and c) find a
place in the circle of chairs. The chatter subsides and the “igniter” of the day brings forth a reading from a book or magazine
that caught his attention—perhaps with a burning question or two about the intersection of daily life and our Christian faith.
The varied perspectives and faith expressions from diverse backgrounds and experiences create a wonderful discussion. Humor
frequently seasons the conversation. We learn about each other; we learn from each other. Men of the church of any and every
age—you are warmly invited to share in this rich fellowship. If you have questions about this gathering, please contact Paul
Christmas or Royce Eckhardt.

Village Fellowship, for WCC members and friends living at Covenant Village of Northbrook, will meet on Friday,

December 9th at 3:30 p.m. in the Village Room South. Bring a memory to share … either written or verbal … about a family
tradition centered around the holidays. It may be a tradition your family celebrated when you were growing up, or a new
tradition you celebrate now that your family has expanded or is scattered around the country. Thanksgiving, Christmas, or New
Years; bring any memory you’d like to share. Judi Geake will compile the memories for a group memoir.
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Women’s Ministries

Recently Retired Women Group – Watch the weekly
bulletins for events and activities that will be scheduled for
this group. Questions? Contact Judi Geake.

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the church.
They all welcome new participants at any time.

Sharing Group – See Quilting Group notice.

Moms Together – Join an informal group of mothers
and enjoy conversation around the coffee table. Topics of
conversation include parenthood & family relationships,
and God’s involvement in both. The Mom’s Group is now
meeting the second Friday of each month from 9:30 –
11:00 a.m. Feel free to invite your friends to join the
conversation around the coffee table. Childcare will be
provided but please call the church with reservations to
assure we have enough child-care workers. The church
office will take child-care reservations (847-446-4300).

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome to
come with or without a project. This month’s meeting will be
December 20th.

Thursday Discussion/Book Group – the Thursday
women’s discussion group meets from 1:00-2:30 p.m. each
week. Newcomers are welcome. Now that Barefoot, the third
book in the Sensible Shoes series by Sharon Garlough Brown,
has arrived, we are once again following the lives and spiritual
journeys of Meg, Hannah, Clarissa, and Mara. Questions?
Call Judi

Memoir Group – Getting Our Family Stories on
Paper – It is not too late to join the fun!
Do You Have a Christmas Family Tradition?
Why not get it down on paper and share it with others in the
Memoir Group on Tuesday, December 13 th at 1:00 p.m. in
the Library. (It might even make a great Christmas gift for
other family members.) Get to know other women as we
share our family stories. No need to have attended before.
We are a small but welcoming group! Questions? Judi
Geake or Joann Larson will be happy to fill you in. No
Christmas traditions? How about another holiday tradition
... or any family story you’d like to share.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study – We will meet for the

last time this year on December 13th. There will be no class
on December 20th, 27th, and January 3rd. Our study in
Revelation will continue on January 10th with Revelation
chapter 12, “The Woman and The Angry Dragon”. We
welcome you to join us and we promise both a challenge and a
blessing! (Contact Joann Larson for information).

Quilters, Knitters, etc. & Sharing Group – On
Thursday, December 8, 12:00, our Sharing Group and
Quilters will meet together for Christmas lunch at
Hackneys on Lake Avenue. Make a reservation with
Gladys Johnson.

Women’s Retreat, February 10-12, 2017
Plan to join us at Covenant Harbor in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin on February 10-12, 2017. We are excited to have Denise
Johnson as our speaker this year, speaking on the theme “Name Tags: How we are Known. Registration for the retreat has
finished, but if you are interested in coming, there is often some flexibility. Please contact Joan Wallgren to find out the
options.

Lucia Festival, Saturday, December 3
Plans are underway and preparations being made for our annual Lucia Festival on December 3. The breakfast starts at 9:00, the
program at about 10:30 with the boutique following the program. If you would like to help in any way, please contact Inger
Eiesland-Schultz to find out what the needs are. Contact Jane Rivi if you would like to have a table in the boutique. We always
welcome baked goods for the bake sale and we need people who are willing to bake pepparkakor and spritz cookies for the
breakfast and for sale. Clean tins are in the kitchen, along with the recipes, throughout the month of November. Contact Joan
Wallgren with questions about cookies.
Reservations must be made for the breakfast. Contact Kathy Messina to find out if there are any open seats. The program and
boutique are free and open to all who wish to attend.

6

Mailbox
Dear WCC Friends,
Thank you so much for all your cards,
prayers, and support during my cancer
treatments. I truly have felt at peace through all
my treatments because of the prayers on my
behalf. My latest scans have shown me free of
cancer after the treatments. We are waiting to
determine what steps next to take to prevent
recurrence. We appreciate continued prayers on
this journey.
Gratefully,
Steve Fogel

Dear Winnetka Covenant Family,
We want to thank you for all of the cards and
kind expressions of sympathy and support following
the death of our father, Bert Erickson. It is so
comforting to have the support of so many friends.
Dad always enjoyed coming to church here and
worshiping with us. He especially loved the music,
but loved all parts of the service. He also
appreciated being able to view our services on the
web site when we would tell him about something
that would be of particular interest to him. With
numerous Jamestown, NY, Lakeview Covenant
Church, and North Park connections here, WCC
definitely felt like a church home away from home for
him.
Lois Olson, Joan Wallgren
and our families

Family News
Congratulations and best wishes to:
•

Christy Bouris and Andy Meyer, who welcomed
their new baby daughter, Sophia Lenore Meyer,
born on Wednesday, November 2. Sophia weighed
7 lb., 7 oz. and was 19-1/2 inches at birth.

Guest Essay - Angels In The Outfield
In the 1951 film, Angels in the Outfield, a band of angels help the hapless Pittsburgh Pirates hit, pitch, and field their way to the
NL Pennant. Along the way, the movie teaches us about the simple, unwavering faith of a child, forgiveness, and redemption. If
you’re a loyal Cubs fan your journey is all about faith, forgiveness, and finally, redemption. Many wonder if the success of the
2016 Chicago Cubs was a result of divine intervention.
2016 has been particularly bitter sweet. I was not able to share the joy of the World Series with my Dad as he died last May. A
dyed-in-the-wool Cubs fan, he would have been just this side of Glory rooting on the Cubs to their Championship. The good
news is my Dad is in Glory.
Many well-meaning friends and family assured me that my Dad must have cheered on the Cubs from the best seat in the house.
Or that he watched the games with my grandfather with whom he enjoyed regular trips to Cubs Park. Surely, they said, my Dad
was looking down and smiling as the last out was recorded. It made me wonder if that could be true.
The Bible teaches us when we get to Heaven we will see Jesus face to face, and worship Him forever for His victory over sin
and death. Revelation 21 tells us that for those in Heaven, “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.” I can’t
imagine being in Heaven, and looking down on our world, on our country, and not feel sorrow or pain for how we have turned
our backs to God.
Eternal life is available to all who have faith, receive forgiveness by confessing and repenting of their sin, and accept the gift of
salvation offered to us through the atoning death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Our call is to share that gift with a world that
needs a Savior. A world that has turned its back to God.
So, did my Dad watch the Cubs win the World Series? I don’t think so. He had much better things to do. Of course, I’m sad not
being able to take my Dad to the World Series. But given the choice between being here watching the 2016 Cubs and being in
the presence of our Savior, I choose Heaven - the best seat in the house!
Gary Stenstrom
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Advent and Christmas at WCC
December is a time of special events and activities
Wednesday, November 30, 6:45 p.m.
Advent Craft Night – for all ages (details, page 4)
Saturday, December 3, 9:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Lucia breakfast, pageant and boutique (details, page 6)
Wednesday, December 7, 5:45 p.m.
Annual Smörgåsbord at our Wednesday night dinner
Sunday, December 11, 5:30 p.m.
Children’s Christmas Program, “Three Wee Kings” (details, page 3)
Saturday, December 17, 4:30 p.m.
Friendly Towers Christmas Party (details, page 5)
Sunday, December 18, 10:45 a.m.
Prairie Brass Band joins us for the morning worship (details, page 3)
Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m., Family Service
10:30 p.m., Candlelight Service
Sundays, December 25 and January 1 – 10:45 worship services
No Sunday School on these days

