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You can find it on YouTube. Just two days after the recent terror attacks in Paris,
a French father crouches down, embracing his little boy, who is looking at flowers
and candles marking the spot where so many lost their lives. This conversation
follows, with a reporter’s microphone recording it:
“Don’t worry, don’t worry,” says the father.
“But they are bad, papa. They have guns, they can shoot at us because they are
very, very bad, papa.”
The father smiles, looks at his boy, and says, “They have guns, but we have
flowers.”
“But flowers do nothing,” the boy says.
“Look,” dad says, “Do you want to lay some flowers? It’s to fight against guns.”
“The flowers will protect us?”
“Yes. Don’t worry.”
“And the candles too, papa?”
“It is so we do not forget the people who have left us.”
“The flowers and the candles will protect us?”
“Yes, yes.”
The reporter after a moment leans close and asks the boy, “Do you feel better?”
And the boy says, “Yes, Yes, I feel better.”
And the Father smiles and hugs him.
Witness the power of love, of light shining in the darkness, of God with us this
Christmas. And remember that no hatred, no violence, no terror – nothing on this
earth can defeat the love of our God. In love, with love, for love’s sake we remain
faithful and full of hope. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things. Love never ends.
And love is the most powerful weapon we have with which to fight evil and the
evil one. Stand fast, dear friend. All is well, always, for those who shine with the
love of God, who is now Immanuel, God with us.
Whatever terror holds, we hold onto love, and rest there.
Peter Hawkinson

Christian Formation
Sunday School for all ages, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

For children, ages 4 - 5th grade –
Rotation Sunday School 2015-2016: “Quest for Identity”
Unit 3: Dec. 6, 13

People of faith travel a path that includes a struggle between
everyday experience and their relationship with God. In a quest
for an identity, group dynamics can form a sense of inclusion or
exclusion in the community. Jacob and Esau battled within the
realm of sibling rivalry. Joseph and his brothers fought the

From 9:30-10:10, kids age 4 through grade 5 will practice
together in the choir room for the Children’s Christmas
program. Those who are not singing will participate by
creating bulletin covers and sets for the program.

same battle, only to find a place of reconciliation. Jesus
Christ calls us to be a community of inclusion. We forge
our identities as we build community. Each culture
responds to the faith story in relation to their own history
and customs; this year we explore how various cultures
communicate the biblical stories within their own context.

From 10:10-10:30, all kids will meet together in room 203
for a special story and, possibly, a service project each
week.
Mark your calendars for the
Children’s Christmas program,
“Small Camel Follows the Star”
on Sunday, December 13th at 5:00 p.m.

Units this year include: Joseph and His Brothers, Joseph in
Egypt, The Samaritan Woman, Zaccheus, Mary
Magdalene, Easter Around the World, and The Epistles.

2’s & 3’s and Nursery Care –
Nursery care is provided for babies and toddlers, from birth to age 2, through the Sunday School hour and the Worship Service.
Sunday School for 2-and-3-year-olds begins at 9:30 and continues through the end of the Worship Service.
*************************

For Adults – 2 options
“Advent Sunday School”
November 29 – December 20, in the Upper Room
Intergenerational class for high school students and
above with an Advent theme each week.

Alpha
September 20 – December 20, in Room 203
Small group video & discussion format, led by
Pastor Hawkinson
Alpha is a chance to explore and question the meaning of
life while learning about the basics of the Christian Faith.
Topics include:

Calling All Writers!
A Lenten Daily Devotional is being formed by the Worship
Committee, written by … you! The format is simple –
between 150 and 200 words of reflection and a short prayer
based on a scripture assigned to you. This is a way for us to
draw strength from one another, and be challenged to follow
Christ. If you are willing to take one of our Lenten days,
please contact Gary Isaacson, Cathy Norman Peterson, or the
church office. Deadline is mid-January, so please be in
touch. Thank you! And we look forward to living with this
rich resource through our upcoming Lenten season.

•
•
•
•
•

Who Is Jesus?
Why Did Jesus Die?
How Can I Be Sure of My Faith?
How Do I Pray?
How Does God Guide Us?

This class involves a DVD presentation and discussion.
Participants receive a personal guidebook to help on the
journey.

**************************
Calling any and all individuals who are interested in participating in a Winnetka Covenant Church bluegrass/string band.
Please contact John Wallgren.
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Music Notes
HOPE

Aliquam
dolor.

COMFORT JOY PRAISE

- give us much to ponder this Advent season. In a world where violence and war are all too prevalent,
we are so blessed to know the Prince of Peace. He came. And He will come again! Emmanuel – God with us – each new day.
What comfort. What joy! Enough to keep singing and praising.
It’s easy to feel smothered by the thrust of commercialism and entertainments that clamor for our attention as the holidays and
added traditions thicken! Yet, we are carving out several special musical events this December meant to give voice to our
church’s mission and message. I hope they add to your spiritual journey:
December 6 anthem: Every Valley by John Ness Beck; Donna Kuhel – piano offertory
December 13, a.m.: Bells will play

byline

Lorem Ipsum

December 13 at 5 p.m.: Small Camel Follows the Star” – Children’s Sunday School Christmas program, followed by reception
December 20 anthem: Benedictus: Blessed Is the Lord by Dan Forrest, plus other anthems
December 20 at 3 p.m.: Prairie Brass Band – directed by Mary Gingrich, this local brass band in the English tradition, will play
festive selections from their new Christmas CD. A few pieces of the sleigh ride variety will be featured as well as favorite
carols and sing-alongs. Reception to follow.
December 24 Christmas Eve Services:
4:00 p.m. – early, family-friendly service
10:30 p.m. – Courtney and Madeline Sharp return to provide string music in addition to anthems by our choir
May you find hope, comfort, and joy in your heart as you await His coming this Advent.
E’en so, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come
Peace, Dawn

Christmas Season at Winnetka Covenant
Advent Devotional booklets are available in the Narthex
November 29-Christmas – Christmas Card Post Office (details on the back page)
Saturday, December 5 – Lucia Festival (details on page 6)
Wednesday, December 9 – smörgåsbord dinner at Wednesday night dinner
Saturday, December 12 – Salvation Army bell ringing (details on page 5)
Sunday, December 13 – Children’s Sunday School Christmas Program (details above)
Saturday, December 19 – Friendly Towers Christmas Party
(watch bulletins for details about the party, details about the gift tree on the back page)
Sunday, December 20 – Prairie Brass Band Christmas concert (details above)
Thursday, December 24 – Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. –child/family-friendly service
10:30 p.m. – traditional candlelight service
Friday, December 25 – Christmas Day – we wish you a blessed Christmas
There will be no 9:30 Sunday School on December 27.
Nursery care and 2’s & 3’s care will be provided during the 10:45 worship service.
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Youth Opportunities
December Youth Dates
Sunday School – December 6, 13, & 20 (sr. high in Christy’s office, jr. high in the youth room)
Sr. High League – 6th, 5 p.m., Progressive Dinner; 13th, 7-9 p.m. Youth Group; 20th, 7-9 p.m., Christmas Party and Alumni Reunion
Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation - 6th, 4:30-6:30 p.m., Youth Group; 13th, 4:30-6:30 p.m., Christmas Party
Sr. High Coffee – 3:30 p.m., 2nd, 9th, 16th
NEW ONLINE YOUTH CALENDAR!
Visit the Winnetka Covenant website (www.winnetkacovenant.org), then select “Ministries” in the side bar. Click on either Junior or
Senior High to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the new online calendar.

Winnetka Covenant Financial Summary through October 31
Ø YTD Financials – Thank you for your financial support throughout the summer
o General Fund Giving through October 31 - $748,630
o Contributions/pledges are on plan, however we target +5% to prevent use of memorial and exchange funds
o Overall receipts to date are slightly above 2014 actuals. Expenses are slightly under 2015 planned budget
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2015 Actual

2014 Actual

%

2015 Bud.

%

Contributions (only)

$748,630

$752,766

100%

$761,137

99%

Total General Fund Receipts
(incl Contributions)

$818,737

$817,533

100%

$866,148

94%

Expenses

$ 855,964

$ 892,889

96%

$857,010

100%

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

$(38,431)

($74,152)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Petty Cash
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
Sabbatical Grant (’15 AMJ)
General Fund
Total

10/31/2015

10/31/2014

$(105,030)
86,452
125
38,405
$19,953

$(90,488)
87,488
125
21,120
$ 18,245

$ 93,771
47,107
0
517
$141,396

$117,278
50,226
22,303
12,225
$202,032

Ø Capital Projects
o Parking lot water pooling repaving project is completed
o Special signage near the Preschool entrance. These are not official handicapped parking spaces, but should be
reserved for those needing a shorter walk
o The Trustees are starting the budget planning for 2016. If you have any suggestions or input, please contact a
Trustee or the Church Office
The WCC Board of Trustees financial reports and meeting minutes can be provided by the church office. Please contact Greg
Butz, WCC treasurer, or Kelly Quackenbush, Financial Secretary, with any questions.
Stewardship Sunday was November 22, at which time pledges of giving for the coming year were received. If you missed
submitting your pledge, you are welcome to do so over the coming weeks. Extra pledge cards are available on the table outside
the sanctuary doors or you can pledge through the website.
NEW WEBSITE FEATURE – “ASK LUKE” – if you see something around the church that needs to be changed/fixed or if
you have an idea for the church facilities, you can now go to the web site and click on the “ask Luke” button. Send your
thoughts and ideas directly to Luke Knotts, our new facilities manager.
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Mission Opportunities
LOCAL Volunteer Opportunity! Once again this year we are volunteering as a church to provide bell ringers for the Salvation

Army. On Saturday, December 12th, at the Walgreens on Willow Road in Northfield, we will be ringing bells from 10 a.m.-7
p.m. Time slots are 10-12, 12-2, 2-4, and 4-7. You may sign up as an individual, with a group of friends, or as a family by
calling Judi Geake at the church, or e-mailing her. She will see that you get instructions for this easy and fun work of raising
funds for those in need.

A Just Harvest – December 3rd and 17th, at 1:00, cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join
the cooking crew. On the 17th we are also asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. They will meet at church to
depart at 4:30 and return about 7:00. Contact Jeff Johnson to sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – on the second Saturday of every month we go to the Greater Chicago Food
Depository to help package food for local food banks. Our work there benefits the North Park Friendship Center. Our next
visit is Saturday, December 12th , from 1:00 – 3:45. The opportunity is open to all, ages 14 and older. Long pants and
closed-toe shoes are required. Contact Jeff Johnson to sign up or with questions.

Many Thanks – Dear Members of Winnetka Covenant Church,
I can’t begin to thank you for the generous donations of warm clothing, coats, scarves, hats, blankets, and houseware
items for the newly-arrived refugees of the Chicagoland area. As you may know, this has been a particularly tough time for
refugee families. Between conflicting sentiments regarding refugees, to Illinois’ cuts to funding services, we have been feeling
the squeeze. Although we serve everyone, regardless of ethnicity or religious background, many of my co-workers are
Christians and daily we see God’s hand in what we do. We couldn’t continue in our work were this not the case.
Just the other day, a 4-year-old girl came into my classroom. She was very upset that there had been a breakdown on the
Brown Line. (Our children are quite sensitive to changes in routine, as they have been through so many lifetime transitions.)
She kept saying, “Train broke … Train broke…” over and over again. To calm her, one of the volunteers started to sketch her
story on a dry erase board. Then she pointed to her shoes and said how much her feet ached. She and her mother had walked
for miles to get to English class on this day and the little girl’s shoes were ½ size too small.
I immediately went into our storage area, where we keep donations, looking for size 8.5 toddler shoes – that were “pink
and sparkly,” as this girl has “style.” I didn’t expect to find what I was looking for, but there on the shelf was a pair of
sequined pink light-up shoes with rhinestones on them, and they were size 8.5! This may seem like a coincidence to some, but I
knew right off that this was God’s hand in this circumstance. I ran back to the Early Childhood Education Room and just like
Cinderella, this little girl’s foot fit into that size 8.5 shoe perfectly. And she was thrilled! We never heard another word about
the broken train. Now she kept stamping her feet to show us her light-up shoes.
My point is this. It may seem like a small thing to give away a discarded blanket or a good used coat, but it is not. These
are miracles from the people of God to the “foreigner” in our land and, during this time, they will keep someone unused to a
cold Chicago winter warm. They will help to make a rough transition a bit more comfortable. You are passing along God’s
blessing in a most tangible way and it is greatly appreciated. May God continue to bless your congregation richly.
Have a Blessed Thanksgiving, Judy Cummings - Early Childhood Education Specialist, Heartland Alliance Human Care
(Refugee & Immigrant Community Services)
“The LORD your God is the God of all gods and Lord of all Lords, the great, mighty, and awesome God who doesn’t play
favorites and doesn’t take bribes. He enacts justice for orphans and widows, and he loves immigrants, giving them food and
clothing. That means you must also love immigrants because you were immigrants in Egypt.” Deuteronomy 10:17-19, CEB

INTERNATIONAL –
Karla Fogel will go to India again this January, for 2 weeks (Jan. 2-16) with NPU nursing students, to the Hindustani Covenant
Church (HCC) St. Luke’s Health and Wellness Centre in Central India. This is the same organization that inspired the high
school students attending CHIC last summer to raise funds to help bring water and new wells to drought-stricken villages in this
area of India. The nursing students will assist in the outpatient clinics (diabetes care, wound care, and prenatal checks) and go
to other villages to participate in health checkups for women and children as well as to do health education for young women.
Please partner with us in prayer and support. To give a donation, go to the North Park University website
connect.northpark.edu/giveumin, click on “Global Partnerships Trip” and choose “India HCC (Winter Break).” Checks should
be made out to “North Park University” with “India HCC GP Trip” in the memo line and sent to University Ministries Global
Partnerships, North Park University, 3225 W. Foster Ave., Chicago, IL 60625. Thank you for your prayers and support!
5

Women’s Ministries

Notes from the denomination:
AVA – Advocacy for Victims of Abuse
There is an epidemic affecting one out of every four women.
They suffer behind closed doors, most often concealing their
pain, fearful of those on both sides of the door. These are the
victims of abuse. They are neighbors, co-workers, friends,
and loved ones. Victims of abuse come from all walks of life,
and this epidemic knows no boundaries. While the secular
world can offer protection and advice, it cannot provide the
one thing most needed: Jesus’ healing touch that brings
renewal and hope.

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the
church. They all welcome new participants at any time.

Quilters, Knitters, etc. & Sharing
having a combined Christmas lunch
December 10th at noon. It will be held
Lake.
Please make reservations by
Johnson.

Group – are
on Thursday,
at Hackneys on
calling Gladys

Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/ needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome
to come with or without a project. In December we will
meet on the 15th.

The Evangelical Covenant Church addresses sexual assault
and its related concern, domestic violence, through the
Advocacy for Victims of Abuse (AVA) initiative. AVA
informs, educates, and raises awareness in our congregations
and communities. On February 19-20, 2016, there will be an
AVA training at Covenant Offices in Chicago. This will be a
full AVA training, led by Yvonne DeVaughn with support
from a few others. We need to increase the number of
regional coordinators in the ECC in order to strengthen this
ministry. If this interests you, to learn more please check this
link, http://www.covchurch.org/abuse/.

Tuesday morning Bible Study – the 2015-2016 year is
underway. Our study is in the books of Ezra, Nehemiah,
and Esther. In these ancient stories we will meet people
just like ourselves, and be amazed at the contemporary
relevance of God at work in their lives and in their world.
We welcome all women to join us each Tuesday at 9:30
a.m. for fellowship and inspiration. Study guides are
available in the office or on the first day of class. Joann
Larson leads the study. In December we will meet on the
1st (Nehemiah Session 2: Return) and the 8th (Nehemiah
Session 3: Systematic Work) and then will break for the
holidays until next year!

Triennial XV, July 28-31, 2016 in Kansas City, MO
Registration for the next triennial, “Quench”, is now open.
Journey together as women of the Covenant to an intentional
spiritual adventure where we connect with God and one
another across generations, cultures, geography, and life
experience.
Go to events@covchurch.org for more
information. Early bird rates are available through January
15, 2016.

Moms Together – December 11th, 9:30-11:00 a.m
Being a mother of young children is both exhausting and exhilarating. Which of those two takes priority can be explained, in
part, by your God-given personality vs. the God-given personality of your child. Understanding yourself is the first step in
learning how to more fully enjoy the parenting journey. A portion of each meeting this fall will be spent exploring this topic
with the help of facilitator Judi Geake. We will also allow time for discussion of other topics as they arise. We normally meet
the first Friday of each month but in December will meet on the 11th. CHILD CARE IS PROVIDED. This group will
continue meeting throughout the spring.
*************************

Lucia Festival – December 5
Our annual Lucia Festival is coming on December 5. The breakfast starts at 9:00, the program at about 10:30 with the boutique
following the program. There are a few reservations open still for the breakfast. Contact Kathy Messina to check on
availability. It’s not too late to bake – both for the bake sale and cookies for the breakfast. Any baked goods should be brought
to church by December 4. Contact Joan Wallgren with questions about cookies.
Remember, the program and boutique are free and open to all who wish to attend – no reservations needed.
*************************

An intergenerational WCC Retreat is being planned for January 28-31, 2016 at Covenant Point. Activities for all ages
are being planned, including the option to watch dog sled races which will be happening in that area. Registration information
and further details will be distributed in the coming weeks. For more information, contact Jeff Johnson.
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Mailbox
Dear Friends,
Just a note to thank you all for your
support of Cornerstone Community
Outreach this past year. You are a blessing
to our residents in many ways. We are
doing well here. We just had a fantastic
Fall Frenzy party for the children (see
Facebook).
This week the children will put up a Thankful Tree on
the hall and write things they are thankful for on the leaves.
It’s become a little tradition and they love it!
Have a wonderful holiday season.
Sandy Ramsey
Executive Director

To all my friends at WCC,
A big thank you for the High Coffee, well wishes, and
your generous gifts. It has been my pleasure to have worked
at this church for so many years. I will miss being a part of
the warm and caring fellowship. Thank you, and God Bless!
Bruce Strom
Dear friends at Winnetka Covenant Church,
On behalf of myself and my daughter, Jennifer
Robinson, I want to thank you for the outpouring of support
and compassion you showed us after her husband, Kurt’s
death. The plunge into grief was so sudden only days after
our joyous family gathering for Cal and my marriage
celebration. It meant so much to Jennifer and me to see
familiar faces from our church families at Kurt’s visitation
and memorial service, to read the kind and comforting cards
and know that we were in your prayers.
Thank you for being such a caring community.
Mary Johnson Katter

Christine Buettgen and Tresor Moolo
invite you to their wedding ceremony at Winnetka Covenant!
Join them on Saturday, January 2nd at 4:30 p.m.

Family News
Congratulations to:
•

•
•

Keith and Gretchen Anderson became the
parents of Poppy Eldene Anderson, born on
November 17 in the Seattle, Washington area.
Poppy weighed 8 pounds. Bart and Kathy
Anderson are her grandparents.
Jenna Clausen and Nick Ziemann, who were
married on October 17 in Carmel Valley, CA.
Jaime Clausen and Ryan Webb, who were
married on November 14 in Wimberley, TX.
Both Jenna and Jaime are the daughters of Bob
and Mary Kay Clausen.

Best wishes to each of these families.

Christmas Camp at Covenant Point
Covenant Companion – WCC provides subscriptions
to our denomination’s magazine to all of our member
families. By participating in the every-family plan we get
a discounted rate of $18.00 per subscription. We
welcome reimbursement for the cost of your family’s
subscription. If you wish to do so, you can do it online or
drop a check in the offering. Thank you.

The Christmas season for your family may be full to the brim with
lots of doing, yet right now you are thinking how great it would
be to enjoy some together time in a different place. Covenant
Point offers an annual Christmas Camp each year from December
27th to January1st. The aim is to have just the right mix of shared
meals, programed activities both inside and out, restful downtime,
and worship that continues the celebration of Christ’s birth. It’s
the perfect time and place to actually enjoy getting “snowed in,”
to allow yourself or your family to simply “be,” and to experience
the joy of Christmas with the community and natural surroundings
of Covenant Point. Further information and registration can be
found at www.cpbc.com under Fall & Winter Retreats or by
calling Covenant Point at 906-265-2117.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Christmas Card Post Office is now open and will remain open until Christmas.

Bring your fully addressed
Christmas cards for members and friends of the congregation to the mailbox in the narthex, along with a check made out to
Winnetka Covenant Church for the amount you would have paid for postage. The youth will sort the cards and have them ready
for pick-up after the service. Or, you may choose to send one greeting to the entire church body for a donation and this card
will be posted in the narthex to be seen by the congregation. Funds raised will support the youth group.

Friendly Towers Christmas Sharing Tree is up in the narthex.

The recipients of these gifts are the
low-income seniors who are residents at Jesus People USA in Uptown. For most of these people, this is the only Christmas gift
they receive. Here is the process: choose a gift request, sign your name on the lower half of the tag, detach it, and paste it on
one of the lists on the table near the tree. All gifts should be wrapped and returned to the tree by Sunday, December 13.
Two important details:
•
•

If you are providing a gift card, please put it in a gift bag or in a wrapped box. Gift cards are very easily lost unless
they are in a container that makes them a bit larger.
Please do not use the tag with the gift request written on it as your gift tag. Remember, this is a Christmas present.
Even though the people have requested the item, it makes it a nicer gift if you make a nice tag to put on it.

We are happy to have helpers at the party on Saturday, December 19. If you intend to bring your gift directly to the party,
please notify Gladys Johnson. You are welcome to join with another family, your Sunday School class, koinonia group, etc., to
buy one of the more expensive gifts if you would like.

Coins for Christmas – Do you have too much spare change in your pocket or purse?

Look for the “Coins for
Christmas” jar in the mission display area and drop it in. Money raised through this endeavor will benefit A Just Harvest.

