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What was it, blessed God,
led thee to give thy Son,
to yield thy well-beloved for us, by sin undone?
“Twas love unbounded led thee thus
to give thy well-beloved for us.
What led thy Son, O God?
To leave thy throne on high,
to shed his precious blood, to suffer and to die?
“Twas love, unbounded love for us
led him to die and suffer thus.
What moved thee to impart
thy Spirit from above,
therewith to fill our heart with heavenly peace and love?
“Twas love, unbounded love to us,
moved thee to give thy Spirit thus.
What love to thee we owe,
our God, for all thy grace;
Our hearts may well o’erflow in everlasting praise!
Make us, oh Lord, to praise thee thus
for all thy boundless love to us.
Ann Taylor, 1782-1866

Christian Formation
Sunday School for all ages, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

For children, ages 4 - 5th grade –
Rotation Sunday School 2015-2016: “Quest for Identity”
People of faith travel a path that includes a struggle between
everyday experience and their relationship with God. In a quest
for an identity, group dynamics can form a sense of inclusion or
exclusion in the community. Jacob and Esau battled within the
realm of sibling rivalry. Joseph and his brothers fought the
same battle, only to find a place of reconciliation. Jesus Christ
calls us to be a community of inclusion. We forge our identities
as we build community. Each culture responds to the faith story
in relation to their own history and customs; this year we
explore how various cultures communicate the biblical stories
within their own context.
Units this year include: Joseph and His Brothers, Joseph in
Egypt, The Samaritan Woman, Zaccheus, Mary Magdalene,
Easter Around the World, and The Epistles.

Unit 7: Easter Around the World –
April 3, 10, 17, 24
Thou Art: Learn how Bermuda celebrates the
Resurrection by flying kits. Make a kite and bring it home
to fly with the family.
Kingdom Charaters: Hear Peter tell his story of denial,
witness, and leadership in the church. Learn how the
Greek Orthodox tradition celebrates Easter Eve at the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Decorate candles to
remember that Jesus is the light of the world.
Moved by the Spirit: Learn about the symbolism of the
egg and then play Easter egg games from around the
world.
Puppetry: Learn about the symbolism of the lily. Enact a
puppet show about a lily in the Garden of Gethsemane and
how it is transformed to be a herald of the Resurrection.

*************************

For Adults – 2 Sunday School Options
Issues of Faith and Life

To Stand Again: Practices of the Resurrected Life

- April
Kurt Peterson leads in the Upper
Room.
Through the year we have been
exploring issues of modern life and
how our faith informs the way we
deal with them.

– April 3 – May 15, led by Pastor Andrea Johnson in the Prayer Room
In this series, authors and scholars, pastors and professors, reflect on a life lived on
this side of the resurrection. If the resurrection did happen, then there must be some
difference not only in our lives, but also for the world. What is the hope when
faced with death, decay, and brokenness? How can one survive the destructive
powers of this world? The answer to this question involves a journey into the tomb
and an emergence out of it.
Short video presentations and a bit of Bible study leave lots of time for sharing and
discussion. Contributors include Maggie Barankise, Sara Miles, Dwight Peterson,
Miroslav Volf, and Greg Boyle.

Wednesday night opportunity
(Led by Pastor Andrea in the Prayer Room)

Animate: Practice
Animate is a three-part series we have been doing all year long on Wednesday nights.
It began with exploration of the foundations of the Christian Faith, then took a deep dive into the Bible and now is wrapping up
with an engaging look at how we can take part in the central practices today.
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Music Notes
In keeping with my feeling that EACH year moves by more quickly than the last, Holy Week
seems ever more condensed; passing in a blink; challenging me to grasp even a fraction of
God’s redemption story. I can only marvel at the cost and the blessing – the miracle.
Christ is Risen Indeed! Hallelujah!
As we move into April, we get a veritable explosion of BOLD testimony by the Apostles of
how it was “necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead … This Jesus who I
proclaim to you is the Christ.” (Acts 17:3) This oft repeated testimony is recounted in parallel with Mark’s account recalling
Jesus’ abundant healing ministry. This was how our Church was born. This is what we will sing!
April 3 – Come, Share the Lord – Bryan Jeffrey Leach, arr. by Roland Tabell
April 10 – Longing to Draw Near (just to touch His robe) – Craig Courtney
April 17 – Go Ye Into All the World – Eugene Butler
April 24 - the power of the CROSS:
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross - Gil Martin
Celebration of the Church – Don Phillips
Also, Music4Kids children will sing A Miracle on the Sea in April.
It is my prayer that our music will help us all to plant our hearts deep in the soil of God’s grace; allowing Holy Spirit to flow
through the Church – through each of us – today.
Come break the bread – Come drink the cup – Come share the Lord!
Dawn Pegis

From the Outreach Committee
May we pray for you?
Barna research says slightly more than four out of five adults in the U.S. (84%) claim that they had prayed in the last week.
That has been the case since Barna began tracking the frequency of prayer in 1993. And yet, less than 20% of American
Christians attend church services in any given week. This tells us that many people, even those who are not particularly
religious, are open to prayer.
Offering to pray for someone is a way to connect with the needs of others. Prayer is powerful! The Outreach Committee will
lead an hour of prayer in the prayer room on Tuesday, April 26th, from 7-8 p.m. We invite any Winnetka Covenant friends
and members to gather with us to pray for the concerns of friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers - and anything else we
feel led to pray for.
But more importantly, whether or not you can join us on April 26th, we encourage you to ask your friends, family, neighbors,
and co-workers if there is something they would like us to pray about on their behalf. This is an opportunity for you to connect
with them by offering the prayers of the church. Cards on which people can write their requests will be available in the narthex.
We will also send an e-mail that you can conveniently forward to people you know.
So …
1) Ask those in your circles if there’s something we can pray for on their behalf.
2) Join us on Tuesday, April 26th, to pray for the needs of others.
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the Lord’s people.” Ephesians 6:18
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Trustee Notes
The Winnetka Covenant Church financial summary through February, 2016:
Ø YTD Financials
o General Fund Giving through February, 2016 - $157,715
o Receipts to date are 15% above planned budget; Expenses are 8% below 2016 planned budget; Operating
funds and cash are as planned.
Comparisons to Prior Year and Budget:
2016 Actual

2015 Actual

%

2016 Budget

%

General Fund Receipts

$169,999

$148,142

115%

$177,657

96%

Expenses

$164,763

$172,156

96%

$178,399

92%

$5,237

($24,031)

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

Cash
General Fund
Exchange Accounts
Petty Cash
Memorial/Bequest Funds*
*Investments
Memorial/Bequest Funds
Johnson/Gustafson Memorial
Sabbatical Grant (’15 AMJ)
General Fund
Total

02/29/2016

02/28/2015

$(45,291)
68,075
125
49,486
$72,395

$(90,613)
79,538
125
39,252
$28,303

$ 94,126
47,452
0
520
$142,210

$98,832
50,436
22,414
512
$166,195

Ø Capital Projects
o Exterior painting, Fire Code compliance - sanctuary and narthex, Security System, Church Column Repairs,
Sanctuary replacement lighting, Boiler replacement plan
Ø WCC Trustees 2016 Positions and Roles
o Kurt Kovacic (Chairman); Kelly Quackenbush (Financial Secretary); Tom Sharp (Treasurer); Cal Isaacson
(Secretary);
o The following are the assignments to operational projects:
§ Barbara Blackburn (WCC Pre-school oversight); Jane Westerfield (Columbarium oversight); Phil
Kazanjian (Use of church activities); Tom Sharp (Office and Technology); John Messina (Physical
Plant and custodial staff); John Lindahl (Landscaping and grounds); John Messina (Cell Tower); Jane
Westerfield (Insurance and safety)
*************************
WCC Going Green
Our Sunday school topic, A Theology of Environmental Sustainability has come to a conclusion with a call for us to become
more aware of being eco-friendly and take action. These actions should be at a personal, church, community, and global level.
If you have a particular Green suggestion at WCC, please contact the church office or an executive board member. You can
also make suggestions online, through our Ask Luke link on the WCC web page.
Meanwhile, both Nicor Gas and ComEd are working with our church in identifying and fixing inefficient energy sources.
Exposed heating pipes have already been wrapped and soon we plan to assess & replace incandescent lighting with other
options, such as LED. Good news is that these services are low cost and some even free. Contact Luke Knotts with questions.

WCC Sunday Opening & Closing Job Opportunity
Looking for Sunday morning facilities coverage (8a.m.-1p.m.).
A paid position or volunteers needed for regular church Sunday coverage.
WCC is looking for individuals who are willing to rotate coverage on a regular basis for Sunday service support. This position
would assist the pastors and staff on Sunday mornings while freeing up the WCC facilities manager to focus on Monday to
Friday coverage and responsibilities. If interested in learning more, a short job description write-up is available in the church
office. Contact Kurt Kovacic, John Messina, or the church office if interested.
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Mission Opportunities
LOCAL A Just Harvest – April 7th and 21st, at 1:00, cooking in our kitchen. New participants are always welcome to join the
cooking crew. On the 21st we are also asked to send a crew to the Kitchen to serve the food. They will meet at church to depart
at 4:30 and return about 7:00. Contact Pastor Andrea to sign up or with questions.

Greater Chicago Food Depository – Volunteer to help repackage food at the Greater Chicago Food Depository on the 3rd
Saturday of each month, 9:00-11:45 a.m. Our next volunteer day is Saturday, April 16.
NEW PROCEDURE - Volunteers must register and sign up online ahead of time. There are 15 volunteer slots available,
and volunteers will be taken on a first-come, first-served basis. So sign up early if you want to be guaranteed a slot!
To register and sign up:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Go to http://www.chicagosfoodbank.org/
Click on “How Can I Help”
Scroll down to “See our calendar for specific sessions”
At the top of the calendar click on “Returning volunteers, Click here to log in” or “Create a new profile” if you are a
new volunteer.

Contact Pastor Andrea with questions or for help with signing up.

Friendship Center – The Friendship Center has a fundraising event coming up and also reminds us of ongoing needs:
The Friendship Center & Jam for Bread – The Friendship Center’s annual fundraiser event is around the corner and tickets
are on sale now! Join the Friendship Center for an evening of music, food, and fun to support our neighbors in need. Food will
be provided by Smoque BBQ and music by local bands from Chicago and Milwaukee. Go to www.friendshipcenterchicago.org
for details about this fun event, to be held April 16 at the Dank Haus.
The Friendship Center Needs – Remember, we have an ongoing donation opportunity in the Narthex, near the Mission area.
This time of year they are running short on soups and toiletry items and request that you save those little hotel bottles to donate
after your travels! They can also use backpacks and belts. They are always in need of snack items and breakfast foods.

Family Promise – Family Promise also has their annual fundraising event, Taste of Family Promise and 5th Annual
Celebration scheduled for Sunday, April 17 at 5:00 p.m., to be held at Northfield Community Church (400 Wagner Rd.,
Northfield). This is a fun event of good food, raffle, music, and an update on the Family Promise program. If interested in
more details, please e-mail wccjoanwallgren@gmail.com for the signup genius link.

Upcoming Opportunities
Covenant Village of Northbrook Annual Benevolent Gala – “We believe in helping each other”
Sunday, April 17 at 4:00 p.m. at Covenant Village (2625 Techny Rd., Northbrook) – Dinner and Entertainment
With musical performances by North Park University students, the proceeds from the benefit will enhance the funds that are
used to finance benevolent care. Benevolent care bridges the gap when residents’ resources no longer cover the cost of their
housing and services.
Tickets are $60 each. RSVP by April 11 by calling Bob Poor.

Finding Inner Peace: What Do the Sacred Texts Teach?
Sunday, April 17, 3:30-5:30 p.m. – Winnetka Presbyterian Church, 1255 Willow Rd., Winnetka (847-446-7777)
Organized by the Interfaith Understanding Committee of the Winnetka Interfaith Council, this event will gather speakers from
several different faith groups for a panel discussion. Speakers include: Moderator, Rev. David Lower (Sr. Pastor, Winnetka
Presbyterian Church); Panelists, Rabbi Emily Segal (Associate Rabbi, Temple Jeremiah), Rev. Dr. Stephanie VanSlyke (Sr.
Pastor, First Congregational Church, Wilmette), Ms. Tahera Ahmad (Associate Chaplain and Director of Interfaith Engagement,
Northwestern University), and Dr. Jena Khadem Khodadad (Elected Member, Spiritual Assembly of Baha’is, Highland Park).

Augsburg College Choir Concert
Thursday, May 5 at 7:00 in our sanctuary, the Augsburg College Choir will present a concert. Eliza Magill is a member of the
choir. A free-will offering will be taken.
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Women’s Ministries

Tuesday morning Bible Study – If you like Downton
Abbey, you will enjoy our study in the book of Esther!
Palaces, royalty, romance, heroines, villains, and intrigue are
all a part of this historical narrative. This eight week study
began February 23. Join us each Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. for all
the drama and the page-by-page reminder of God’s
faithfulness in everyday life. Study guides are available in
class. Contact Joann Larson with questions or for more
information.

Following are ongoing groups for the women of the
church. They all welcome new participants at any time.

Moms Together – This group is led by Judi Geake and
meets the first Friday of each month, 9:30-11:00 a.m. A
chance for mothers of young children to explore together
the parenting journey. Child care is provided.
Quilters, Knitters, etc. – Meet on the second Thursday
of each month for fellowship and service. Watch the
weekly bulletins for location of the meeting.

Notes from the denomination:
Triennial XV, July 28-31, 2016 in Kansas City, MO
Registration for the next triennial, “Quench”, is now open.
Journey together as women of the Covenant to an intentional
spiritual adventure where we connect with God and one
another across generations, cultures, geography, and life
experience.
Go to events@covchurch.org for more
information.

Sharing Group – We cordially invite all WCC women
to join us on the fourth Thursday of each month at 12:00
noon for lunch and fellowship. We will meet on April
28th at Baker’s Square. You’ll enjoy the fellowship! Call
Marian Eckhardt with questions.
Stitch and Study - Stitch and Study, combining prayer,
conversation, and craft/ needlework projects, meets on the
third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the home of
Marilynn Nelson. New participants are always welcome
to come with or without a project. In April we meet on
the 19th.

Bridal Shower
There will be a bridal shower for Cecilia Kozlowski and Carl
Buettgen on Saturday, April 9, at 10:00 a.m. All the women
of the church are invited to share in our tradition of supporting
young couples as they start this new chapter in their lives.

Youth Opportunities
April Youth Dates
Sunday School – all Sundays (sr. high in Christy’s office, jr. high in the youth room)
Sr. High League (7-9 p.m.) – 3rd, 17th, 24th
Jr. High Youth Group/Confirmation (4:30-6:30 p.m.) – 3rd, 17th, 24th
Sr. High Coffee – 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th
League Night – April 10th – Junior and Senior High together. On this night we will begin setup for the Rummage Sale.
ONLINE YOUTH CALENDAR!
Visit the Winnetka Covenant website (www.winnetkacovenant.org), then select “Ministries” in the side bar. Click on either Junior or
Senior High to see a list of up-to-date happenings, including the link to the online calendar.

Rummage Sale – Saturday, April 16, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.
Donated items may be dropped off at church starting Monday, April 4.
Please presort and label items as much as possible and leave them according to signs that will be on the stage and/or in
the gym. Bringing hanging clothes on hangers is helpful.
• Volunteers needed to help with set-up throughout the week leading up to the sale (April 11-15) and on the day of the
sale. Sign-up sheets will be in the narthex.
• Baked goods are needed and welcome for the bake sale. Items should be individually wrapped in clear packaging and
dropped off at church by Friday, April 15.
• Brown grocery bags are needed.
• If you have larger items that you need help transporting, two pick-up days have been scheduled: Saturday, April 9 and
Wednesday, April 13. Please contact the church office to arrange a time for your pickup.
• Tube televisions and mattresses are not accepted for the sale. Flat-screen televisions are ok.
From year to year, the rummage sale provides a win-win in lots of ways. It gives each of us a chance to clear out unneeded
items from our homes, while providing a low-cost shopping opportunity to the community. For the church community, as
people work side by side it provides a wonderful place for fellowship in a way that doesn’t happen on Sunday mornings. If you
have a few hours to spare, come and spend some time working together.
•
•
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Mailbox
Thank you so much, Church, for your
prayers which were abundantly felt during
Richard’s final hours and minutes. We are
so appreciative of the MANY kind and
thoughtful notes. Your outpouring is indeed
a balm and blessing. May God richly bless
you for your kindness!
Jon & Dawn Pegis
Thank you all for your concern, prayers,
cards, and calls during my recovery from
knee-replacement surgery. My physical
therapy has been going well, and my mobility
is improving every day. Your encouragement
and support is greatly appreciated.
Jeanette Zobus

Dear Winnetka Covenant Church Family,
Psalm 118:1 – Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good! For His mercy endures forever.
Thank you for all your love, support, and condolences
comforting me after my mother’s sudden death in South
Texas. Your long distance phone calls and e-mails to me
while in Texas and then your additional support, including
all the cards sent after returning to Wilmette was very much
appreciated. Even though I’m alone now, I have many
brothers & sisters in Christ at Winnetka Covenant Church.
In addition, thank-you to the Pastors, Deacons, and
office staff guiding me in the process for my mother’s funeral service. My
thanks to the Deacons’ hard work preparing and serving in the narthex
following the service. I treasure all the cards sent to me and my apologies if
I forgot individually to thank you for your presence at the Memorial Service.
My mother is in all her glory in heaven now and I’m sure she’s already
been asked up there – “Virginia, how do you feel?” – followed by her
trademark answer, “with my fingers.”
Blessings, Alan Thorne

Family News
We offer our congratulations and best wishes to:

•
•

Kitti Steiner, who retired from Fed Ex on March
17, after 46 years of employment!
Tim and Sarah Johnson, on the birth of Ellis
Eugene Kenneth Johnson on March 17 in Denver,
CO. Joan Johnson is the proud grandmother and he
joins his big brother, Owen, at home.

*************************

Entry Door Monitoring System for 3 Church Doors
Fortunately, our church has had very few security issues in its history. However, in light of the unmeasured risk to our church
staff during the week due to the three “High use doors” being left unlocked and unmonitored, the Trustees have decided, with
approval of the Executive Board, to install a basic door entry monitoring system for those three doors. We want to be prudent
in providing a measure of security for our church staff and members during the week, while maintaining easy access into our
church.
During each week day, except when church programs are scheduled, the monitoring system for these three doors will be
activated. Two of the doors (the church office door and the back door nearest to the parking lot and pre-school) will be
connected to a buzzer and camera system which, in turn, will be connected to the church office. Entry through these two door
locations will be allowed only after the buzzer is activated and video screening by church staff takes place.
PLEASE NOTE:
1. The other church doors, besides these three, will not be connected to a monitoring system.
2. During church services and program times, all doors will be unlocked (as they are now).
3. The three doors, even with the monitoring system “on”, can be entered using existing church keys … without using the
buzzer system.
4. All church doors can continue to be used as exits.
5. The AA doors (by Christy’s office) will be automatically locked during non-AA meeting times, until they are manually
unlocked or until the next AA meeting.
INSTALLATION SCHEDULE: We plan to have the system installed in the late April/early May period.
QUESTIONS: Please contact a member of the Trustees.
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Winnetka Covenant Church Network
1200 Hibbard Road
Wilmette, Illinois, 60091
847-446-4300
www.winnetkacovenant.org
Our Mission
To be a Christian community and to proclaim the gospel,
Worshiping together in love,
Nurturing people in faith,
Serving others as Christian disciples,
And building a world of justice and hope in the name of Christ.

Guidelines for Loving Relationships
We hold grace as our highest value.
We practice honest, open, direct communication.
We speak the truth in love and listen in love.
We believe the best about each other,
valuing others above ourselves, as Christ does.
We allow room for mistakes,
acknowledging that mistakes are part of the growth process.

Spend a While on the Nile!

This summer we’re taking a journey back to ancient Egypt … without leaving
our community! Find out what happened to Joseph as he went from Pharaoh’s prison to the palace.
VBS Camp 2016 age 3-entering grade 4
June 20 – 23, 4:15 – 6:15, followed by supper for the family
Hosted by Winnetka Covenant Church, 1200 Hibbard Road, Wilmette, IL
Participating churches: Community Church of Wilmette, First Presbyterian Church, St. Augustine’s Episcopal
Church, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Trinity United Methodist Church, Winnetka Covenant Church
Visit the Egypt VBS Job Fair in the narthex beginning on Sunday, April 10!

