Information on tithing, sacrificial giving and
making an assessment of household giving.
1)

Read and study the scriptures (appendix A) and attached
articles on tithing and sacrificial giving (appendix B)

2)

Pray. Ask the Lord to direct you and to lead you in your
giving.

3)

Use the attached proportional giving grids and worksheets
to make an assessment of where you are today.

4)

Make a plan with a timeline to reach the tithe and
beyond based on how the Lord leads you.

5)

Take a leap of faith!

OFFICE 540-450-8545 /PATRICKWARE@MAC.COM
WWW.WINCHESTERANGLICAN.COM

Proportional Giving Grid - Annual Income Chart

According to this chart, what percentage of your income are you giving to the
church each year?
Chart ! Yearly Income

Annual Income
g to this
chart, what percent of your income are you giving to the church each year?

$5,000.00
$7,000.00
$8,000.00
$9,000.00
$10,000.00
$12,500.00
$15,000.00
$17,500.00
$20,000.00
$22,500.00
$25,000.00
$27,500.00
$30,000.00
$32,500.00
$35,000.00
$37,500.00
$40,000.00
$42,500.00
$45,000.00
$50,000.00
$52,500.00
$55,000.00
$57,500.00
$60,000.00
$65,000.00
$70,000.00
$75,000.00
$80,000.00
$85,000.00
$90,000.00
$95,000.00
$100,000.00
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2%
100.00
140.00
160.00
180.00
200.00
250.00
300.00
350.00
400.00
450.00
500.00
550.00
600.00
650.00
700.00
750.00
800.00
850.00
900.00
1000.00
1050.00
1100.00
1150.00
1200.00
1300.00
1400.00
1500.00
1600.00
1700.00
1800.00
1900.00
2000.00

3%
150.00
210.00
240.00
270.00
300.00
375.00
450.00
525.00
600.00
675.00
750.00
825.00
900.00
975.00
1050.00
1125.00
1200.00
1275.00
1350.00
1500.00
1575.00
1650.00
1725.00
1800.00
1950.00
2100.00
2250.00
2400.00
2550.00
2700.00
2850.00
3000.00

5%
250.00
350.00
400.00
450.00
500.00
625.00
750.00
875.00
1000.00
1125.00
1250.00
1375.00
1500.00
1625.00
1750.00
1875.00
2000.00
2125.00
2250.00
2500.00
2625.00
2750.00
2875.00
3000.00
3250.00
3500.00
3750.00
4000.00
4250.00
4500.00
4750.00
5000.00

6%
300.00
420.00
480.00
540.00
600.00
750.00
900.00
1050.00
1200.00
1350.00
1500.00
1650.00
1800.00
1950.00
2100.00
2250.00
2400.00
2550.00
2700.00
3000.00
3150.00
3300.00
3450.00
3600.00
3900.00
4200.00
4500.00
4800.00
5100.00
5400.00
5700.00
6000.00

7%
350.00
490.00
560.00
630.00
700.00
875.00
1050.00
1225.00
1400.00
1575.00
1750.00
1925.00
2100.00
2275.00
2450.00
2625.00
2800.00
2975.00
3150.00
3500.00
3675.00
3850.00
4025.00
4200.00
4550.00
4900.00
5250.00
5600.00
5950.00
6300.00
6650.00
7000.00

8%
400.00
560.00
640.00
720.00
800.00
1000.00
1200.00
1400.00
1600.00
1800.00
2000.00
2200.00
2400.00
2600.00
2800.00
3000.00
3200.00
3400.00
3600.00
4000.00
4200.00
4400.00
4600.00
4800.00
5200.00
5600.00
6000.00
6400.00
6800.00
7200.00
7600.00
8000.00

9%
450.00
630.00
720.00
810.00
900.00
1125.00
1350.00
1575.00
1800.00
2025.00
2250.00
2475.00
2700.00
2925.00
3150.00
3375.00
3600.00
3825.00
4050.00
4500.00
4725.00
4950.00
5175.00
5400.00
5850.00
6300.00
6750.00
7200.00
7650.00
8100.00
8550.00
9000.00

10%
500.00
700.00
800.00
900.00
1000.00
1250.00
1500.00
1750.00
2000.00
2250.00
2500.00
2750.00
3000.00
3250.00
3500.00
3750.00
4000.00
4250.00
4500.00
5000.00
5250.00
5500.00
5750.00
6000.00
6500.00
7000.00
7500.00
8000.00
8500.00
9000.00
9500.00
10000.00

12%
600.00
840.00
960.00
1080.00
1200.00
1500.00
1800.00
2100.00
2400.00
2700.00
3000.00
3300.00
3600.00
3900.00
4200.00
4500.00
4800.00
5100.00
5400.00
6000.00
6300.00
6600.00
6900.00
7200.00
7800.00
8400.00
9000.00
9600.00
10200.00
10800.00
11400.00
12000.00

15%
750.00
1050.00
1200.00
1350.00
1500.00
1875.00
2250.00
2625.00
3000.00
3375.00
3750.00
4125.00
4500.00
4875.00
5250.00
5625.00
6000.00
6375.00
6750.00
7500.00
7875.00
8250.00
8625.00
9000.00
9750.00
10500.00
11250.00
12000.00
12750.00
13500.00
14250.00
15000.00

Proportional Giving Grid - Weekly

According to this chart, what percentage of your income are you giving to the
hart !church
Weekly
Income
each
year? the church each week?

o this chart, what percent of your income are you giving to the church weekly?
Weekly Income

$50.00
$70.00
$80.00
$90.00
$100.00
$125.00
$150.00
$175.00
$200.00
$225.00
$250.00
$275.00
$300.00
$325.00
$350.00
$375.00
$400.00
$425.00
$450.00
$500.00
$525.00
$550.00
$575.00
$600.00
$650.00
$700.00
$750.00
$800.00
$850.00
$900.00
$950.00
$1,000.00
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2%
1.00
1.40
1.60
1.80
2.00
2.50
3.00
3.50
4.00
4.50
5.00
5.50
6.00
6.50
7.00
7.50
8.00
8.50
9.00
10.00
10.50
11.00
11.50
12.00
13.00
14.00
15.00
16.00
17.00
18.00
19.00
20.00

3%
1.50
2.10
2.40
2.70
3.00
3.75
4.50
5.25
6.00
6.75
7.50
8.25
9.00
9.75
10.50
11.25
12.00
12.75
13.50
15.00
15.75
16.50
17.25
18.00
19.50
21.00
22.50
24.00
25.50
27.00
28.50
30.00

5%
2.50
3.50
4.00
4.50
5.00
6.25
7.50
8.75
10.00
11.25
12.50
13.75
15.00
16.25
17.50
18.75
20.00
21.25
22.50
25.00
26.25
27.50
28.75
30.00
32.50
35.00
37.50
40.00
42.50
45.00
47.50
50.00

6%
3.00
4.20
4.80
5.40
6.00
7.50
9.00
10.50
12.00
13.50
15.00
16.50
18.00
19.50
21.00
22.50
24.00
25.50
27.00
30.00
31.50
33.00
34.50
36.00
39.00
42.00
45.00
48.00
51.00
54.00
57.00
60.00

7%
3.50
4.90
5.60
6.30
7.00
8.75
10.50
12.25
14.00
15.75
17.50
19.25
21.00
22.75
24.50
26.25
28.00
29.75
31.50
35.00
36.75
38.50
40.25
42.00
45.50
49.00
52.50
56.00
59.50
63.00
66.50
70.00

8%
4.00
5.60
6.40
7.20
8.00
10.00
12.00
14.00
16.00
18.00
20.00
22.00
24.00
26.00
28.00
30.00
32.00
34.00
36.00
40.00
42.00
44.00
46.00
48.00
52.00
56.00
60.00
64.00
68.00
72.00
76.00
80.00

9%
4.50
6.30
7.20
8.10
9.00
11.25
13.50
15.75
18.00
20.25
22.50
24.75
27.00
29.25
31.50
33.75
36.00
38.25
40.50
45.00
47.25
49.50
51.75
54.00
58.50
63.00
67.50
72.00
76.50
81.00
85.50
90.00

10%
5.00
7.00
8.00
9.00
10.00
12.50
15.00
17.50
20.00
22.50
25.00
27.50
30.00
32.50
35.00
37.50
40.00
42.50
45.00
50.00
52.50
55.00
57.50
60.00
65.00
70.00
75.00
80.00
85.00
90.00
95.00
100.00

12%
6.00
8.40
9.60
10.80
12.00
15.00
18.00
21.00
24.00
27.00
30.00
33.00
36.00
39.00
42.00
45.00
48.00
51.00
54.00
60.00
63.00
66.00
69.00
72.00
78.00
84.00
90.00
96.00
102.00
108.00
114.00
120.00

15%
7.50
10.50
12.00
13.50
15.00
18.75
22.50
26.25
30.00
33.75
37.50
41.25
45.00
48.75
52.50
56.25
60.00
63.75
67.50
75.00
78.75
82.50
86.25
90.00
97.50
105.00
112.50
120.00
127.50
135.00
142.50
150.00

Weekly worksheet - making a plan to tithe and beyond...
1. How much money (dollar figure) am
I currently giving each week?

$_______________________

2. What is my weekly income?

$_______________________

3. What percentage of my weekly
income does this gift represent?

% _______________________

4. What %/ or dollar amount do I want to be giving each week:
i. In One year from today?
%___________ = $__________
ii. Two Years?

%___________ = $__________

iii.Three Years?

%___________ = $__________

iv.Four Years?

%___________ = $__________

v. Five Years?

%___________ = $__________

vi.Ten Years?

%___________ = $__________

4. What might I have to give up or change about my
financial life in order to move forward this way?
5. Do I need help from a financial advisor to make these
changes or can i/we do this on my/our own?
6. Who will I ask to support my household in this
challenge through prayer and counsel?
7. What are the things that the Lord is teaching me about
my heart as I move forward in obedience with my giving?
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Monthly worksheet - making a plan to tithe and beyond...
1. How much money (dollar figure) am
I currently giving each month?

$_______________________

2. What is my monthly income?

$_______________________

3. What percentage of my monthly
income does this represent?

% _______________________

3. What % or dollar amount do I want to be giving monthly:
i. In One year from today?

%___________ = $__________

ii. Two Years?

%___________ = $__________

iii.Three Years?

%___________ = $__________

iv.Four Years?

%___________ = $__________

v. Five Years?

%___________ = $__________

vi.Ten Years?

%___________ = $__________

4. What might I have to give up or change about my
financial life in order to move forward this way?
5. Do I need help from a financial advisor to make these
changes or can i/we do this on our own?
6. Who will I ask to support my household in this
challenge through prayer and counsel?
7. What are the things that the Lord is teaching me about
my heart as I move forward in obedience with my giving?
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Appendix B – Some important scriptures on tithing and sacrificial giving (ESV)
Genesis 14:20, Genesis 28:22, Leviticus 27:30-33, Deuteronomy 14:22-29, Numbers 18:21-24, 2Chronicles
31:4-18, Numbers 18:24, Psalms 119:71-72, Matt 23.23, Luke 18. 9-14, Hebrews 7:4-12, 1Cor 16.2, 2Cor. 8.3,
2Cor. 9.7, 2Cor. 9.8
Genesis 14:20 and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” And Abram gave
him a tenth of everything.
Genesis 28:22 and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house. And of all that you give me I
will give a full tenth to you.”
Leviticus 27:30-33 ¶ “Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the
LORD’s; it is holy to the LORD.
31 If a man wishes to redeem some of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it.
32 And every tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal of all that pass under the herdsman’s staff, shall be holy
to the LORD.
33 One shall not differentiate between good or bad, neither shall he make a substitute for it; and if he does
substitute for it, then both it and the substitute shall be holy; it shall not be redeemed.”
Deuteronomy 14:22-29 ¶ “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year.
23 And before the LORD your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the
tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to
fear the LORD your God always.
24 And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the LORD your God blesses
you, because the place is too far from you, which the LORD your God chooses, to set his name there,
25 then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money in your hand and go to the place that the LORD your
God chooses
26 and spend the money for whatever you desire—oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite
craves. And you shall eat there before the LORD your God and rejoice, you and your household.
27 And you shall not neglect the Levite who is within your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you.
28 “At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up
within your towns.
29 And the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the
widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the LORD your God may bless you in all
the work of your hands that you do.
Numbers 18:21-24 “To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service
that they do, their service in the tent of meeting,
22 so that the people of Israel do not come near the tent of meeting, lest they bear sin and die.
23 But the Levites shall do the service of the tent of meeting, and they shall bear their iniquity. It shall be a
perpetual statute throughout your generations, and among the people of Israel they shall have no inheritance.
24 For the tithe of the people of Israel, which they present as a contribution to the LORD, I have given to the
Levites for an inheritance. Therefore I have said of them that they shall have no inheritance among the people of
Israel.”
2Chronicles 31:4-18… And he commanded the people who lived in Jerusalem to give the portion due to the priests
and the Levites, that they might give themselves to the Law of the LORD.
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5 As soon as the command was spread abroad, the people of Israel gave in abundance the first fruits of grain, wine,
oil, honey, and of all the produce of the field. And they brought in abundantly the tithe of everything.
6 And the people of Israel and Judah who lived in the cities of Judah also brought in the tithe of cattle and sheep,
and the tithe of the dedicated things that had been dedicated to the LORD their God, and laid them in heaps.
10 Azariah the chief priest, who was of the house of Zadok, answered him, “Since they began to bring the
contributions into the house of the LORD, we have eaten and had enough and have plenty left, for the LORD has
blessed his people, so that we have this large amount left.”
12 And they faithfully brought in the contributions, the tithes, and the dedicated things. The chief officer in charge
of them was Conaniah the Levite, with Shimei his brother as second,
Numbers 18:24 For the tithe of the people of Israel, which they present as a contribution to the LORD, I have
given to the Levites for an inheritance. Therefore I have said of them that they shall have no inheritance
among the people of Israel.”
Psalms 119:71-72
It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I might learn your statutes. 72 The law of your
mouth is better to me than thousands of gold and silver pieces.
Matthew 23:23 ¶ “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and
have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have
done, without neglecting the others.
Luke 18:9-14 ¶ He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and
treated others with contempt:
10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed* thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.
12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’
13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying,
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’
14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”
Hebrews 7:4-12 ¶ See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils!
5 And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law to take tithes
from the people, that is, from their brothers,* though these also are descended from Abraham.
6 But this man who does not have his descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who
had the promises.
7 It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior.
8 In the one case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other case, by one of whom it is testified that he
lives.
9 One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham,
10 for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him.
11 ¶ Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the
law), what further need would there have been for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather
than one named after the order of Aaron?
12 For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as well.
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1Corinthians 16:2 On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he
may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.
2Corinthians 8:3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own
free will,
2Corinthians 9:7 Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.
2Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency* in all things
at all times, you may abound in every good work.
Psalms 24:1

The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein,

Matthew 25:14-30 ¶ “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants* and entrusted to
them his property.15 To one he gave five talents,* to another two, to another one, to each according to his
ability. Then he went away.16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he
made five talents more.17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more.18 But he who had
received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money.
19 Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.20 And he who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five
talents; here I have made five talents more.’21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant.*You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’22 And
he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have
made two talents more.’23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful
over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’24 He also who had received the one
talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you scattered no seed,25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you
have what is yours.’26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap
where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money
with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent
from him and give it to him who has the ten talents.29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will
have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.30 And cast the
worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
Malachi 3:8-10Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed

you?’ In your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the
whole nation of you. Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows
of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.
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Appendix A – Support Articles

JOHN PIPER, 1982 - I Seek Not What Is Yours but You
http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=18898
A Sermon on Tithing, John Piper
January 24, 1982
2 Corinthians 12:15; And so as I pondered the possibility of preaching on tithing, the text that lay closest to
hand was in the verse just before the words, "I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls." In verse 14
Paul says, to the church at Corinth, "Here for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be a
burden for I seek not what is yours but you." I seek not what is yours but you! What a great sentence. That is the
flag waving over this sermon. It is the preface, heart and conclusion. I seek not what is yours, but you. I seek to
build up a church of whom it can never be said, "They honor me with their tithes [[MISQUOTED: lips]] , but
their heart is far from me" (cf. Matt. 15:8). Of whom it will never be said, "Woe to you, Bethlehem, for you
tithe every honorarium, birthday gifts and before-taxes-income, but have neglected the weightier matters of the
law: justice, mercy, and faith" (Matt. 23:23). I seek not what is yours but you.
How many marriages deteriorate into empty motions because husbands do not hear the silent yearnings of the
wife: "I don't want your money, I want you." How many parents have lost their children because they failed to
interpret the signs: "I don't want your presents, Daddy, I want you." And how many tithing churchgoers will be
lost to the kingdom because the word of God never reached their hearts: "I will seek not what is yours but you."
So let there be no mistaking it, in this sermon on tithing I seek not what is yours but you. My desire is to spend
and be spent out for your souls not your silver. Things are utterly subordinate. Life essential is the life of the
heart.
What I would like to do then is get before us an overview of the Old Testament and New Testament teaching
about tithing and then draw some implications for how people today who have first given themselves wholly to
God should then give of their possessions to the work of God. You may want to look up the passages with me or
jot them down for later perusal.
The oldest reference to tithing in the Bible is found in Genesis 14 where Abraham pursues a king named
Chedorlaomer to rescue his kinsman Lot who had been captured. With 300 armed men Abraham defeats
Chedorlaomer and not only saves Lot, but regains all the goods stolen from Sodom. On the way back a
mysterious figure named Melchizedek, called priest of the Most High God in verse 18, met Abraham and
blessed him. Verse 20 simply says, "And Abraham gave him a tenth of everything." There is no command in the
later Mosaic Law or anywhere in Scripture that men are to give one tenth of their captured booty to the
priest. But Abram did it, evidently as a token of gratitude to God who had just given him such a great victory.
So our first encounter with tithing is one where the giver is not paying God to stir him into action, but one
where the giver is responding to God who has just fought for him and given him victory and great blessing.
That is a pattern we must not forget.
The next time we hear of tithing is in Genesis 28:22. Abraham's grandson, Jacob, had a dream at Bethel in
which God promised to be with him and give him a great land and many descendants (Genesis 28:13-15). Jacob
responds with a vow in verses 20-22 which climaxes with this promise: "And of all thou givest me I will give
the tenth to thee." Notice well that Jacob recognizes everything that he has disposal of as a gift from God.
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Therefore, his tithe is not really something he has produced that he then transfers over to God's possession.
Instead the tithe seems to be a symbolic statement that all we have is from God and that we do not count it our
own. It is all at God's disposal and we signify that by letting a tenth of it go completely out of our control for
some uniquely religious purpose. Surely Jacob did not mean that since God gave him everything therefore he
would glorify God with a tenth, but not with nine-tenths. Surely if God gives us anything it is for us to handle in
trust for his glory. Giving a tenth to him in a burnt offering, or the service of the temple or the like is a token, a
pledge that all we are and have are at his disposal all the time.
At the time of Moses, tithing was made part of the law which governed the people of Israel. There are two key
texts. The first is Leviticus 27:30-33. "All the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of
the trees, is the Lord's. It is holy to the Lord. If a man wishes to redeem any of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it.
And all the tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal that passes under the herdsman's staff shall be holy to
the Lord." Here the law made explicit what is to be tithed: namely, the produce of the field—grain, and the
produce of the trees—fruit, and the herds and flocks.
In Deuteronomy 14:22-29 some instruction is given as to how to give the tithe and what it is for.
You shall tithe all the yield of your seed which comes forth from the field year by year. And before the Lord
your God, in the place which he will choose, to make his name dwell there (Jerusalem), you shall eat the tithe of
your grain, of your wine and of your oil, and the firstlings of your herd and flock; that you may learn to fear the
Lord your God always. And if the way is too long for you so that you are not able to bring the tithe, when the
Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses to set his
name there, then you shall turn it into money, and bind up the money in your hand, and go to the place which
the Lord your God chooses, and spend the money for whatever you desire, oxen or sheep or wine or strong
drink, whatever your appetite craves; and you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and
your household. And you shall not forsake the Levite who is within your towns, for he has no portion or
inheritance with you.
At the end of every three years you shall bring forth all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up
within your towns; and the Levite because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner and the
fatherless and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled; that the Lord your God
may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.
Let me make six brief observations from this passage about the practice and purpose of tithing.
First, according to verse 23, there was to be a yearly trip to the holy place, the place God puts his name
(later Jerusalem). The people were to take their tithe to that place and then eat it there, or at least eat part of it in
a feast of joy. Tithing was not to be reduced merely to the pragmatic function of paying the priests and
sustaining the temple. It was an expression of joy and gratitude. God did not need the tithe. In commanding it,
he was seeking not what was theirs but them.
So the second observation at the end of verse 23 is that the purpose of the tithing feast was "that you may learn
to fear the Lord your God." Take a tenth of your year's produce, go to the holy place, offer it to the Lord, eat it
(or part of it) to his glory in gratitude "that you may learn to fear him." Tithing was a means of remembering
how dependent they were on God and how much one should fear to displease such a God by joyless ingratitude.
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Third provision was made for those whose grain was too heavy and flocks too many to take them all the way to
the holy place. They could sell them and then use the money to purchase substitutes when they arrived in the
holy place. Fourth, the tithe is not to be totally consumed by the family bringing it. The Levites who were
scattered through the tribes of Israel with no land of their own were to be supported by the tithers of the other 11
tribes (v. 27). The Levites were set apart for special religious purposes and had no crops or herds
[[WRONG]]. The tithe was given to God not only in the sense that it was eaten in a feast celebration of his
faithfulness (cf. 'blessing" in v. 24), but also in the sense that part of it supported God's institution of the
Levitical order.
Fifth, verses 28 and 29 describe a triennial tithe which was designed not only to support the Levites, but also the
three most helpless groups of people in that society: the refugees, the orphans, and the widows. It seems that a
sort of benevolent fund was replenished every three years for the needs of these people, by the calling in of a
special tithe.
Finally, the section closes with a promise of blessing on the people if they are faithful in this act of mercy to
men and gratitude to God. And this is a good place to remind ourselves of two things. One is that the way most
tithes were "given to God" was by giving them to people [GOOD]. God cannot be enriched by us. He has no
needs that our possessions can satisfy. But he can be honored by the way we treat others in his name by special
acts which celebrate his bounty and by our willingness to trust him to supply all our needs when we give.
***And the other thing we must remember is that God always honors people who tithe from a good heart of
faith. The promise is not to make us rich, but it is this: those who love and trust God enough to honor him with
at least a tithe will never lack the resources they need. I believe that is still true today.
Two other important passages on tithing in the Old Testament are Numbers18:21-24 and 2 Chronicles 31:4-18
which I won't read for lack of time. But the point of both is that the tithes are especially for the Levites.
Numbers 18:24 says, "The tithe of the people of Israel which they present as an offering to the Lord, I have
given to the Levites for an inheritance." And 2 Chron. 31:4 says that Hezekiah, "commanded the people who
lived in Jerusalem to give the portion due to the priests and the Levites, that they might give themselves to the
law of the Lord." Thus, tithing was God's prescribed way of supporting certain ministries which he had
ordained.
In summary, then from the Old Testament tithing goes back to the very beginning of Israel's history before the
law was given and seems to have been an expression of gratitude to the Lord who fights for his people and gives
them all they have. Then as a part of the Mosaic law, tithing was made a part ofIsrael's formal worship and its
various forms and purposes were prescribed. It was used to support religious orders; it was used for religious
feasting in celebration of God's goodness; and it taught the people to fear the Lord, that is, to fear not trusting
him to meet all their needs.
As we come over to the New Testament the picture changes significantly. Jesus mentions tithing twice, both
times in reference to its legalistic abuse. He says in Matt. 23:23, "Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
for you tithe mint and dill and cummin and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice, mercy and
faith; these you ought to have done without neglecting the others." In Luke 18:9-14, "He also told this parable
to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and despised others: Two men went up into the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself,
'God, I thank thee that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I
fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.'"
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Obviously Jesus did not regard tithing as a spiritual cure all. He does not reject it. He affirmed it for Israel. But
he is much more intent on the weightier matters of the law like faith. You can tithe everything and not trust God.
Jesus was not seeking what was theirs, he was seeking them: the love of their soul, not the load of their silver.
The apostle Paul never once even refers to tithing. Whether he taught his churches to tithe when he founded
them we don't know. But his rules in his letters seem to be as follows. First: "On the first day of the week each
of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper" (1 Cor. 16:2). And second in 2 Cor. 8:3,
"they gave according to their means and beyond their means of their own accord." And third in 2 Cor. 9:7,
"Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver." And finally 2 Cor. 9:8, "God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may
always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work."
The only other place in the New Testament where tithing is mentioned is Hebrews 7:4-12 where the reference is
back to Genesis 14 and the point is simply to show that Christ is like Melchizedek. Therefore, with regard to
positive, explicit teaching on tithing, the New Testament is almost totally silent.
I have a growing conviction why this is the case. I think God took the focus OFF giving a tithe in the early
church because he wants his people to ask themselves a new question. The question that Jesus drives us to ask
again and again is not, "How much should I give?" but rather, "How much dare I keep?" One of the differences
between the Old Testament and New Testament is the Great Commission. By and large the Old Testament
people of God were not a missionary people. But the New Testament Church is fundamentally a missionary
people. The spiritual hope and the physical and emotional sustenance that Jesus brought to earth is to be
extended by his church to the whole world. The task he gave us is so immense and requires such a stupendous
investment of commitment and money that the thought of settling the issue of what we give by a fixed
percentage (like a tenth) is simply out of the question. My own conviction is that most middle and upper class
Americans who merely tithe are robbing God. In a world where 10,000 people a day starve to death and many
more than that are perishing in unbelief the question is not, what percentage must I give?, but how much dare I
spend on myself?
It is a Biblical truth beyond all dispute: that all your money is God's (Ps. 24:1) and has been loaned to you as a
steward to use in ways that maximize the glorification of God's mercy in the world (Matt. 25:14-30). And it is
irrational to think that giving ten percent of that money to the church settles the issue of good stewardship. In a
world of such immense need, and in a country of such immense luxury, and under the commission of such a
powerful Lord the issue of stewardship is not: Shall I tithe?, but rather, How much of God's trust fund dare I use
to surround myself with comforts?
I had every intention, as I began to write this message, to argue that even though the New Testament is almost
silent on tithing; yet, surely we who know Jesus should do no less than the Old Testament saints who did not
know him.
***I was going to urge everyone to tithe and give reasons why you can always afford it. I still believe that is
true.
But that is not the lightning bolt of God's word in the New Testament. The word of God is always more radical
than percentage.
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To commend tithing as the ideal simply does not capture the New Testament view of discipleship. "He who has
two coats let him share with him who has none. And he who has food let him do likewise" (Luke 3:11). That's
50% not 10%. Zacchaeus stood and said, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor" (Luke 19:8).
Again 50%. Jesus said to the rich young man, "If you would be perfect, go sell what you possess and give to the
poor and you will have treasure in heaven; and come follow me" (Matt. 19:21). That's 100%. "So therefore,
whoever of you does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple" (Luke 14:33). Again 100%. "A man
said to him, 'I will follow you wherever you go.' And Jesus said to him, 'Foxes have holes and birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head'" (Luke 9:57f). "All who believed were together and
had all things in common; and they sold their possessions and goods and distributed them to all, as any had
need" (Acts 2:44f). "There was not a needy person among them for as many as were possessors of lands or
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet" (Acts 4:34f). "In a
severe test of affliction their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of
liberality on their part. For they gave according to their means... and beyond their means" (2 Cor. 8:2,3).
The best way that I know how to capture the spirit of the New Testament generosity is simply to say: the issue is
not, How much must I give?, but How much dare I keep? Not: Shall I tithe? But: How much of the money that I
hold in trust for Christ can I take for my private use? The financial issue in the church today is not tithing, but
exorbitance of life-style. The question is not can I afford to tithe, but can I justify the life-style that consumes
90% of my income? And behind that is the question: Do I love to use God's money to spread justice and mercy
and spiritual hope in the world, or do I prefer to embezzle his money to purchase more and more personal
comfort? The question whether the work of Christ here at Bethlehem in 1982 will be adequately supported is
really the question of where your treasure is. And where your treasure is there is your heart. Therefore, I do not
seek what is yours but you. Amen.

Should all of my tithe go to the local church?
April 14, 2008 |by John Piper |topic: Giving

You’re listening to Should all of my tithe go to the local church?
Should all of my tithe go to the local church? There's no clear biblical mandate that your generosity has
to be in a certain proportion to your church and to other ministries. As a pastor, if somebody came to
me and said, "I'd like to tithe. Where should I give it?" I would say, "Well, I think it's a helpful rule of
thumb to say that, considering that this is your family of believers with its own set of needs and that
you benefit from the church and give your life to it, starting with a tithe here is a good idea. And from
there you can give more here and more elsewhere."
But I would never say, "You must give your tithe to this church." I just don't find it in the Bible. I can't
put biblical texts behind it. When we think about what churches need in order to survive and flourish, I
think they need, roughly, a tenth of what their people have, and more. You can feel free to go beyond.
As for me, I give almost everything to the church. I feel so utterly indebted here and thankful here that
what I give is almost all here. And then there are the little things I do. Little things at the door or for
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Prolife causes. I'm writing little checks here and there all the time. But the substance of my giving is at
the local church.
I would encourage someone to think through with a pastor what a good basis for giving at the church
would be, and then encourage them to lavish everywhere else too.

Toward the Tithe and Beyond
How God Funds His Work
September 10, 1995 |by John Piper |

An Open Letter to My Sons
I almost designed this message as an open letter to my elder sons. Karsten has been married for three
months and lives with Shelly in Boston and Benjamin just turned 20 and lives in Georgia and goes to a
technical school while working as an apprentice in a German plastics company. Both of them are on
their own and earning a living. Which raises this question: are they tithing the money they earn? Or
was that a mere lifestyle option mom and dad chose—like, say, living in the city and shopping at
Savers? One of my deep desires for my sons is that they handle their money in a God-exalting, biblical
way. You'll see why this matters so much to me as their father before we're done. Last year Christianity
Today carried an article about young adults and financial giving. Here are several sentences that make
me concerned about biblical finances for the wider Christian church. James Williams of the Church of
God World Service said, "Our people 45 years old and younger have grown up mesmerized by
materialism. There's tremendous pressure on families to spend, spend, and spend." Then he adds, "I've
heard that the generation that believed in the tradition of tithing is in three places: retirement homes,
nursing homes, or cemeteries." In other words most baby boomers and baby busters haven't embraced
tithing.
I have written to my sons brief admonitions and encouragements over the years. While they were at
home, we taught them to take a tenth of everything they earned and give it to the cause of Christ. But
they are gone now, and yet hundreds like them come to Bethlehem year after year. Maybe you are here
in the Cities going to college. Or you are young and newly employed. You maybe married and just
starting a home of your own. And the question for you, as for my sons, is: how will you handle the
money you earn?
A couple of weeks ago Ben and I talked on the phone about this issue. He had brought it up. And it was
clear that one of the hindrances to tithing when you move is that the church you are used to giving to is
back home and there is no place yet that feels home enough to invest all that money in. Be careful, lest
that struggle become a drawn out pattern of non-giving. There is always a worthy church or ministry or
mission to give to.
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So, as a kind of open letter to my sons, and yet for all of you too, I want to appeal to you to tithe and go
beyond the tithe in the way you release money out of your hands into the cause of Christ and his
kingdom. I have called this message "Toward the Tithe and Beyond" because I know that many of you
are not there yet and may be moving "toward" the practice of giving 10% of your gross income to the
work of Christ. I have called it "Toward the Tithe and Beyond" because in a crying world like ours the
more you make, the less ideal becomes the principle of 10%. I'll come back to that in a few minutes.

Seven Biblical Reasons to Tithe
The way I would like to handle this is to give seven summary reasons—which I will try to show from
Scripture—for why I pray my sons will all give the first 10% of their income to the work of Christ, and
then grow beyond that as God prospers them.

1. Honoring an Old Testament Principle
Tithing honors an Old Testament principle of how God provided for the ministers he called and the
expenses of their ministry. You recall that in the Old Testament God designated one of the twelve tribes
of Israel, the tribe of Levi, to be the tribe that would have the ministry of the tabernacle and the temple.
So instead of giving them a portion of the land, God said that these vocational ministers of the
tabernacle should live off the tithes of the other eleven tribes. In Numbers 18:20–21 God said to
Aaron,You shall have no inheritance in their land, nor own any portion among them; I am your portion
and your inheritance among the sons of Israel. And to the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe
in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service which they perform, the service of the tent of
meeting.
When we tithe today, we honor a principle found here. Some of God's people are called not to do
moneymaking business in the ordinary ways. They are called to be pastors and ministers and
missionaries and ministry assistants, and so on. The rest of God's people (call them "lay ministers") are
to be gainfully employed and support the "vocational ministers"—and the costs of that ministry. In the
Old Testament God laid down that this be done by tithe.
If the question is raised whether Jesus, in the New Testament, continued this principle for the sake of
his church, one of the strongest arguments that he did is Matthew 23:23 where he says, Woe to you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the
weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should
have done without neglecting the others.
So Jesus endorses tithing: don't neglect it. It is not as essential as justice love and mercy; but it is to be
done. Yet one might say that he is only talking to Jews in an essentially Old Testament setting. Maybe
so. But there is another pointer that the principle was preserved in the early church. In 1 Corinthians
9:13–14 Paul says, Do you not know that those who perform sacred services [in the temple] eat the
food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar [of sacrifice in the temple] have their
share with the altar?
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In other words he reminds the church that in the Old Testament economy there was this system in
which the Levites who worked in the temple lived off the tithes brought to the temple. Then he says in
verse 14: So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.
The least Paul is saying is that those who spend their lives in the service of the Word of God should be
supported by the rest of the Christians. But since he draws attention to the way it was done in the Old
Testament as the model, it seems likely that tithing would have been the early Christian guideline, if
not mandate. In other words when we tithe today, we honor a principle and plan of God that sustained
the ministry in the Old Testament and probably sustained the New Testament ministry as well.

2. Honoring the Creator as Owner of All
When we release a tenth of our income and give it over to the ministry and mission of Christ in the
world, we honor the Creator rights of God who owns everything, including all our income. One
objection to thinking of a tenth of our income as especially belonging to God is that ALL our money
belongs to God. Psalm 24:1, The earth is the Lord's, and all it contains, the world, and those who dwell
in it. That is absolutely true. It's why my main way of talking about money year in and year out at
Bethlehem is not to focus on tithing, but to focus on lifestyle. What you do with every cent says
something about your view of God and what he means to you. And what your values are in this age.
And what you think your few years on earth should be spent for. That's true. But God is wise and
knows us deeply. He knows that there is something wrong with the husband who answers his wife's
complaint that he doesn't give her any time by saying, "What do you mean, I don't give you my time?
ALL my time is yours. I work all day long for you and the children." That has a very hollow ring to it if
he doesn't give her any "especially time." Giving her some evenings together and some dates does not
deny that all his time is for her, it proves it. This is why God declares one day in seven especially
God's. They are all his, and making one special proves it. And this is the way it is with our money and
God. Giving God a tenth of our income does not deny that all our money is God's, it proves that we
believe it. Tithing is like a constant offering of the first fruits of the whole thing. The tenth is yours, O,
Lord, in a special way, because all of it is yours in an ordinary way. I believe the tithe should be the
first check we write after the income deposit is made in the bank. And when you write it, you put a seal
over what's left: GOD'S. The tithe reminds us of that, and proves that we really believe it.

3. The Antidote to Covetousness
Giving away a tenth of our income to the mission and ministry of Christ is an antidote to covetousness.
The last of the Ten Commandments says: "Thou shalt not covet." Jesus said in Luke 12:15, "Beware,
and be on your guard against every form of covetousness [or greed]." And in Colossians 3:5 Paul calls
covetousness "idolatry." Wanting things too much is incredibly dangerous for your soul. Hebrews 13:5
says, Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have.
Every time you give a tithe, you must deal with the desire for what you might have bought for yourself.
To give is not to buy. And that weekly crisis is utterly important to maintain. We must fight
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covetousness almost every day. And God has appointed an antidote: giving. He tests us again and
again: what do we desire most—the advancement of his name or 10% more security and comfort and
fun? As Jesus says, You know where your heart is by where your treasure is. Tithing is one of God's
great antidotes to covetousness.

4. Governing Ever-Expanding Spending
The fourth reason is almost the same as the last one, but not quite. When we go to the tithe and beyond,
as I am suggesting we should, it puts a governor on ever-expanding spending.
There is an almost infallible human rule: spending expands to fill the income. This is why you could
have a book a few years ago entitled Getting By on $100,000 a Year. If you make more, you buy more,
and the things you buy have to be stored and repaired and insured. Spending begets spending. If you
have less at your disposal, you spend less. And most of the time you don't even think about it. I spend
absolutely no time thinking about world cruises and $30,000 cars. But if I made two or three hundred
thousand dollars a year, pretty soon things like that wouldn't seem any more strange to me than all the
stuff I buy now—because I could afford it.
If this is true—if expenses almost inevitably expand to fill the income—how shall we restrain ourselves
from accumulating more and more stuff and more and more expensive stuff, and looking to the world
like we have all the same values they do in our little earthly prelude to eternity? The answer is that as
our income grows, we move beyond the tithe. We resolve to give a greater and greater percentage of
our income to advance the kingdom. This puts the brakes on our natural impulse toward luxury.
Take John Wesley for example. He was one of the great evangelists of the 18th Century, born in 1703.
In 1731 he began to limit his expenses so that he would have more money to give to the poor. In the
first year his income was 30 pounds and he found he could live on 28 and so gave away two. In the
second year his income doubled but he held his expenses even, and so he had 32 pounds to give away
(a comfortable year's income). In the third year his income jumped to 90 pounds and he gave away 62
pounds. In his long life Wesley's income advanced to as high as 1,400 pounds in a year. But he rarely
let his expenses rise above 30 pounds. He said that he seldom had more than 100 pounds in his
possession at a time.
This so baffled the English Tax Commissioners that they investigated him in 1776 insisting that for a
man of his income he must have silver dishes that he was not paying excise tax on. He wrote them, "I
have two silver spoons at London and two at Bristol. This is all the plate I have at present, and I shall
not buy any more while so many round me want bread."
When he died in 1791 at the age of 87, the only money mentioned in his will was the coins to be found
in his pockets and dresser. Most of the 30,000 pounds he had earned in his life had been given away.
He wrote,
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I cannot help leaving my books behind me whenever God calls me hence; but in every other respect,
my own hands will be my executors.
In other words, I will put a control on my spending myself, and I will go beyond the tithe for the sake
of Christ and his kingdom. (Quotes from Mission Frontiers, Sept./Oct. 1994, nos. 9–10, pp. 23–24.)
The last three reasons for moving to the tithe and beyond are all found in one text, 2 Corinthians 9:6–8.
Let's read it and then point out the reasons briefly. Paul is talking about giving. Now this I say, he who
sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully. Let
each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in
everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.

5. God's Way of Bringing About Good Deeds
The fifth reason for going to the tithe and beyond in our giving is that this is God's way of bringing
about many good deeds for his glory.
At the end of verse 8 Paul says that when you sow bountifully and cheerfully, you will "have an
abundance for every good deed." The goal is good deeds. Excess money is for good deeds. These are
the things that make your light shine and cause people to give glory to your Father in heaven. If you lay
up treasures on earth, people have no reason to think your Father in heaven is glorious. You look like
you love what everyone else loves. According to Titus 2:13 Christ died "to purify for himself a people
who are zealous for good deeds." 2 Corinthians 9:8 says that the aim of material bounty is "for every
good deed." Verse 11 says, "You will be enriched in everything for all liberality." Excess money is
given to us so we can show where our treasure is by giving it away. So the fifth reason for going to the
tithe and bountifully beyond is that this is God's way of providing for many good deeds.

6. God's Way of Providing for You
The sixth reason for pressing to the tithe and beyond is that it is God's way of providing you, the tither,
sufficient money for your needs.
Giving is a way of having what you need. Giving in a regular, disciplined, generous way—up to and
beyond the tithe—is simply good sense in view of the promises of God. Verse 6 says, "He who sows
bountifully shall also reap bountifully." Then verse 8 says, "God is able to make all grace abound to
you that always having all sufficiency . . . " In other words the "bountiful reaping" promised in verse 6
is explained in verse 8 by God's pledge to give a sufficiency for us and an abundance for good deeds.
This seems to be Paul's way of expressing Malachi 3:10, Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so
that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open
for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.
This is an amazing challenge from God. Test me, he says. You think you can't afford to tithe? Well test
me. And what we will find when we test him is that we cannot afford not to tithe—and beyond! This is
the only safe way to handle our money. Jesus once said, in Luke 6:38, Give, and it will be given to you;
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap. This is not a
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guarantee of getting rich. It's a guarantee of "an abundance for every good work" and sufficiency for
yourself.

7. Proving and Strengthening Our Faith
Finally, in our giving we should press toward the tithe and beyond because it will prove and strengthen
our faith in God promises.
There is an absolute correlation between faith in the promises of God and peace of mind in giving away
what we may think we need but don't. Hebrews 13:5 puts it like this,
Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; [why? because of
a promise] for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you."
Every time you doubt that you can live on 90% of your income, let the glorious promise of God
strengthen your faith: "My God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ
Jesus" (Philippians 4:19).
So you can see why I care so much about my sons and whether they are remembering the rock from
which they were hewn. Because what tithing boils down to is a faith issue. Do we trust God's
promises? I appeal to you, my sons. I appeal to you, my people. Trust God. He will never fail or
forsake you. He will supply all your needs.
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JOHN PIPER, 1982 - I Seek Not What Is Yours but You

http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=18898
A Sermon on Tithing, John Piper
January 24, 1982
2 Corinthians 12:15; And so as I pondered the possibility of preaching on tithing, the text that lay closest to
hand was in the verse just before the words, "I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls." In verse 14
Paul says, to the church at Corinth, "Here for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be a
burden for I seek not what is yours but you." I seek not what is yours but you! What a great sentence. That is the
flag waving over this sermon. It is the preface, heart and conclusion. I seek not what is yours, but you. I seek to
build up a church of whom it can never be said, "They honor me with their tithes [[MISQUOTED: lips]] , but
their heart is far from me" (cf. Matt. 15:8). Of whom it will never be said, "Woe to you, Bethlehem, for you
tithe every honorarium, birthday gifts and before-taxes-income, but have neglected the weightier matters of the
law: justice, mercy, and faith" (Matt. 23:23). I seek not what is yours but you.
How many marriages deteriorate into empty motions because husbands do not hear the silent yearnings of the
wife: "I don't want your money, I want you." How many parents have lost their children because they failed to
interpret the signs: "I don't want your presents, Daddy, I want you." And how many tithing churchgoers will be
lost to the kingdom because the word of God never reached their hearts: "I will seek not what is yours but you."
So let there be no mistaking it, in this sermon on tithing I seek not what is yours but you. My desire is to spend
and be spent out for your souls not your silver. Things are utterly subordinate. Life essential is the life of the
heart.
What I would like to do then is get before us an overview of the Old Testament and New Testament teaching
about tithing and then draw some implications for how people today who have first given themselves wholly to
God should then give of their possessions to the work of God. You may want to look up the passages with me or
jot them down for later perusal.
The oldest reference to tithing in the Bible is found in Genesis 14 where Abraham pursues a king named
Chedorlaomer to rescue his kinsman Lot who had been captured. With 300 armed men Abraham defeats
Chedorlaomer and not only saves Lot, but regains all the goods stolen from Sodom. On the way back a
mysterious figure named Melchizedek, called priest of the Most High God in verse 18, met Abraham and
blessed him. Verse 20 simply says, "And Abraham gave him a tenth of everything." There is no command in the
later Mosaic Law or anywhere in Scripture that men are to give one tenth of their captured booty to the
priest. But Abram did it, evidently as a token of gratitude to God who had just given him such a great victory.
So our first encounter with tithing is one where the giver is not paying God to stir him into action, but one
where the giver is responding to God who has just fought for him and given him victory and great blessing.
That is a pattern we must not forget.
The next time we hear of tithing is in Genesis 28:22. Abraham's grandson, Jacob, had a dream at Bethel in
which God promised to be with him and give him a great land and many descendants (Genesis 28:13-15). Jacob
responds with a vow in verses 20-22 which climaxes with this promise: "And of all thou givest me I will give
the tenth to thee." Notice well that Jacob recognizes everything that he has disposal of as a gift from God.
Therefore, his tithe is not really something he has produced that he then transfers over to God's possession.
Instead the tithe seems to be a symbolic statement that all we have is from God and that we do not count it our
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own. It is all at God's disposal and we signify that by letting a tenth of it go completely out of our control for
some uniquely religious purpose. Surely Jacob did not mean that since God gave him everything therefore he
would glorify God with a tenth, but not with nine-tenths. Surely if God gives us anything it is for us to handle in
trust for his glory. Giving a tenth to him in a burnt offering, or the service of the temple or the like is a token, a
pledge that all we are and have are at his disposal all the time.
At the time of Moses, tithing was made part of the law which governed the people of Israel. There are two key
texts. The first is Leviticus 27:30-33. "All the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of
the trees, is the Lord's. It is holy to the Lord. If a man wishes to redeem any of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it.
And all the tithe of herds and flocks, every tenth animal that passes under the herdsman's staff shall be holy to
the Lord." Here the law made explicit what is to be tithed: namely, the produce of the field—grain, and the
produce of the trees—fruit, and the herds and flocks.
In Deuteronomy 14:22-29 some instruction is given as to how to give the tithe and what it is for.
You shall tithe all the yield of your seed which comes forth from the field year by year. And before the Lord
your God, in the place which he will choose, to make his name dwell there (Jerusalem), you shall eat the tithe of
your grain, of your wine and of your oil, and the firstlings of your herd and flock; that you may learn to fear the
Lord your God always. And if the way is too long for you so that you are not able to bring the tithe, when the
Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses to set his
name there, then you shall turn it into money, and bind up the money in your hand, and go to the place which
the Lord your God chooses, and spend the money for whatever you desire, oxen or sheep or wine or strong
drink, whatever your appetite craves; and you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and
your household. And you shall not forsake the Levite who is within your towns, for he has no portion or
inheritance with you.
At the end of every three years you shall bring forth all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up
within your towns; and the Levite because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner and the
fatherless and the widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled; that the Lord your God
may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.
Let me make six brief observations from this passage about the practice and purpose of tithing.
First, according to verse 23, there was to be a yearly trip to the holy place, the place God puts his name
(later Jerusalem). The people were to take their tithe to that place and then eat it there, or at least eat part of it in
a feast of joy. Tithing was not to be reduced merely to the pragmatic function of paying the priests and
sustaining the temple. It was an expression of joy and gratitude. God did not need the tithe. In commanding it,
he was seeking not what was theirs but them.
So the second observation at the end of verse 23 is that the purpose of the tithing feast was "that you may learn
to fear the Lord your God." Take a tenth of your year's produce, go to the holy place, offer it to the Lord, eat it
(or part of it) to his glory in gratitude "that you may learn to fear him." Tithing was a means of remembering
how dependent they were on God and how much one should fear to displease such a God by joyless ingratitude.
Third provision was made for those whose grain was too heavy and flocks too many to take them all the way to
the holy place. They could sell them and then use the money to purchase substitutes when they arrived in the
Page 21

holy place. Fourth, the tithe is not to be totally consumed by the family bringing it. The Levites who were
scattered through the tribes of Israel with no land of their own were to be supported by the tithers of the other 11
tribes (v. 27). The Levites were set apart for special religious purposes and had no crops or herds
[[WRONG]]. The tithe was given to God not only in the sense that it was eaten in a feast celebration of his
faithfulness (cf. 'blessing" in v. 24), but also in the sense that part of it supported God's institution of the
Levitical order.
Fifth, verses 28 and 29 describe a triennial tithe which was designed not only to support the Levites, but also the
three most helpless groups of people in that society: the refugees, the orphans, and the widows. It seems that a
sort of benevolent fund was replenished every three years for the needs of these people, by the calling in of a
special tithe.
Finally, the section closes with a promise of blessing on the people if they are faithful in this act of mercy to
men and gratitude to God. And this is a good place to remind ourselves of two things. One is that the way most
tithes were "given to God" was by giving them to people [GOOD]. God cannot be enriched by us. He has no
needs that our possessions can satisfy. But he can be honored by the way we treat others in his name by special
acts which celebrate his bounty and by our willingness to trust him to supply all our needs when we give.
***And the other thing we must remember is that God always honors people who tithe from a good heart of
faith. The promise is not to make us rich, but it is this: those who love and trust God enough to honor him with
at least a tithe will never lack the resources they need. I believe that is still true today.
Two other important passages on tithing in the Old Testament are Numbers18:21-24 and 2 Chronicles 31:4-18
which I won't read for lack of time. But the point of both is that the tithes are especially for the Levites.
Numbers 18:24 says, "The tithe of the people of Israel which they present as an offering to the Lord, I have
given to the Levites for an inheritance." And 2 Chron. 31:4 says that Hezekiah, "commanded the people who
lived in Jerusalem to give the portion due to the priests and the Levites, that they might give themselves to the
law of the Lord." Thus, tithing was God's prescribed way of supporting certain ministries which he had
ordained.
In summary, then from the Old Testament tithing goes back to the very beginning of Israel's history before the
law was given and seems to have been an expression of gratitude to the Lord who fights for his people and gives
them all they have. Then as a part of the Mosaic law, tithing was made a part ofIsrael's formal worship and its
various forms and purposes were prescribed. It was used to support religious orders; it was used for religious
feasting in celebration of God's goodness; and it taught the people to fear the Lord, that is, to fear not trusting
him to meet all their needs.
As we come over to the New Testament the picture changes significantly. Jesus mentions tithing twice, both
times in reference to its legalistic abuse. He says in Matt. 23:23, "Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
for you tithe mint and dill and cummin and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice, mercy and
faith; these you ought to have done without neglecting the others." In Luke 18:9-14, "He also told this parable
to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and despised others: Two men went up into the
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself,
'God, I thank thee that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I
fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.'"
Obviously Jesus did not regard tithing as a spiritual cure all. He does not reject it. He affirmed it for Israel. But
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he is much more intent on the weightier matters of the law like faith. You can tithe everything and not trust God.
Jesus was not seeking what was theirs, he was seeking them: the love of their soul, not the load of their silver.
The apostle Paul never once even refers to tithing. Whether he taught his churches to tithe when he founded
them we don't know. But his rules in his letters seem to be as follows. First: "On the first day of the week each
of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper" (1 Cor. 16:2). And second in 2 Cor. 8:3,
"they gave according to their means and beyond their means of their own accord." And third in 2 Cor. 9:7,
"Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver." And finally 2 Cor. 9:8, "God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may
always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work."
The only other place in the New Testament where tithing is mentioned is Hebrews 7:4-12 where the reference is
back to Genesis 14 and the point is simply to show that Christ is like Melchizedek. Therefore, with regard to
positive, explicit teaching on tithing, the New Testament is almost totally silent.
I have a growing conviction why this is the case. I think God took the focus OFF giving a tithe in the early
church because he wants his people to ask themselves a new question. The question that Jesus drives us to ask
again and again is not, "How much should I give?" but rather, "How much dare I keep?" One of the differences
between the Old Testament and New Testament is the Great Commission. By and large the Old Testament
people of God were not a missionary people. But the New Testament Church is fundamentally a missionary
people. The spiritual hope and the physical and emotional sustenance that Jesus brought to earth is to be
extended by his church to the whole world. The task he gave us is so immense and requires such a stupendous
investment of commitment and money that the thought of settling the issue of what we give by a fixed
percentage (like a tenth) is simply out of the question. My own conviction is that most middle and upper class
Americans who merely tithe are robbing God. In a world where 10,000 people a day starve to death and many
more than that are perishing in unbelief the question is not, what percentage must I give?, but how much dare I
spend on myself?
It is a Biblical truth beyond all dispute: that all your money is God's (Ps. 24:1) and has been loaned to you as a
steward to use in ways that maximize the glorification of God's mercy in the world (Matt. 25:14-30). And it is
irrational to think that giving ten percent of that money to the church settles the issue of good stewardship. In a
world of such immense need, and in a country of such immense luxury, and under the commission of such a
powerful Lord the issue of stewardship is not: Shall I tithe?, but rather, How much of God's trust fund dare I use
to surround myself with comforts?
I had every intention, as I began to write this message, to argue that even though the New Testament is almost
silent on tithing; yet, surely we who know Jesus should do no less than the Old Testament saints who did not
know him.
***I was going to urge everyone to tithe and give reasons why you can always afford it. I still believe that is
true.
But that is not the lightning bolt of God's word in the New Testament. The word of God is always more radical
than percentage.
To commend tithing as the ideal simply does not capture the New Testament view of discipleship. "He who has
two coats let him share with him who has none. And he who has food let him do likewise" (Luke 3:11). That's
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50% not 10%. Zacchaeus stood and said, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor" (Luke 19:8).
Again 50%. Jesus said to the rich young man, "If you would be perfect, go sell what you possess and give to the
poor and you will have treasure in heaven; and come follow me" (Matt. 19:21). That's 100%. "So therefore,
whoever of you does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple" (Luke 14:33). Again 100%. "A man
said to him, 'I will follow you wherever you go.' And Jesus said to him, 'Foxes have holes and birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head'" (Luke 9:57f). "All who believed were together and
had all things in common; and they sold their possessions and goods and distributed them to all, as any had
need" (Acts 2:44f). "There was not a needy person among them for as many as were possessors of lands or
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold and laid it at the apostles' feet" (Acts 4:34f). "In a
severe test of affliction their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of
liberality on their part. For they gave according to their means... and beyond their means" (2 Cor. 8:2,3).
The best way that I know how to capture the spirit of the New Testament generosity is simply to say: the issue is
not, How much must I give?, but How much dare I keep? Not: Shall I tithe? But: How much of the money that I
hold in trust for Christ can I take for my private use? The financial issue in the church today is not tithing, but
exorbitance of life-style. The question is not can I afford to tithe, but can I justify the life-style that consumes
90% of my income? And behind that is the question: Do I love to use God's money to spread justice and mercy
and spiritual hope in the world, or do I prefer to embezzle his money to purchase more and more personal
comfort? The question whether the work of Christ here at Bethlehem in 1982 will be adequately supported is
really the question of where your treasure is. And where your treasure is there is your heart. Therefore, I do not
seek what is yours but you. Amen.

Should all of my tithe go to the local church?
April 14, 2008 |by John Piper |topic: Giving

You’re listening to Should all of my tithe go to the local church?
Should all of my tithe go to the local church? There's no clear biblical mandate that your generosity has
to be in a certain proportion to your church and to other ministries. As a pastor, if somebody came to
me and said, "I'd like to tithe. Where should I give it?" I would say, "Well, I think it's a helpful rule of
thumb to say that, considering that this is your family of believers with its own set of needs and that
you benefit from the church and give your life to it, starting with a tithe here is a good idea. And from
there you can give more here and more elsewhere."
But I would never say, "You must give your tithe to this church." I just don't find it in the Bible. I can't
put biblical texts behind it. When we think about what churches need in order to survive and flourish, I
think they need, roughly, a tenth of what their people have, and more. You can feel free to go beyond.
As for me, I give almost everything to the church. I feel so utterly indebted here and thankful here that
what I give is almost all here. And then there are the little things I do. Little things at the door or for
Prolife causes. I'm writing little checks here and there all the time. But the substance of my giving is at
the local church.
Page 24

I would encourage someone to think through with a pastor what a good basis for giving at the church
would be, and then encourage them to lavish everywhere else too.

Toward the Tithe and Beyond
How God Funds His Work
September 10, 1995 |by John Piper |

An Open Letter to My Sons
I almost designed this message as an open letter to my elder sons. Karsten has been married for three
months and lives with Shelly in Boston and Benjamin just turned 20 and lives in Georgia and goes to a
technical school while working as an apprentice in a German plastics company. Both of them are on
their own and earning a living. Which raises this question: are they tithing the money they earn? Or
was that a mere lifestyle option mom and dad chose—like, say, living in the city and shopping at
Savers? One of my deep desires for my sons is that they handle their money in a God-exalting, biblical
way. You'll see why this matters so much to me as their father before we're done. Last year Christianity
Today carried an article about young adults and financial giving. Here are several sentences that make
me concerned about biblical finances for the wider Christian church. James Williams of the Church of
God World Service said, "Our people 45 years old and younger have grown up mesmerized by
materialism. There's tremendous pressure on families to spend, spend, and spend." Then he adds, "I've
heard that the generation that believed in the tradition of tithing is in three places: retirement homes,
nursing homes, or cemeteries." In other words most baby boomers and baby busters haven't embraced
tithing.
I have written to my sons brief admonitions and encouragements over the years. While they were at
home, we taught them to take a tenth of everything they earned and give it to the cause of Christ. But
they are gone now, and yet hundreds like them come to Bethlehem year after year. Maybe you are here
in the Cities going to college. Or you are young and newly employed. You maybe married and just
starting a home of your own. And the question for you, as for my sons, is: how will you handle the
money you earn?
A couple of weeks ago Ben and I talked on the phone about this issue. He had brought it up. And it was
clear that one of the hindrances to tithing when you move is that the church you are used to giving to is
back home and there is no place yet that feels home enough to invest all that money in. Be careful, lest
that struggle become a drawn out pattern of non-giving. There is always a worthy church or ministry or
mission to give to.
So, as a kind of open letter to my sons, and yet for all of you too, I want to appeal to you to tithe and go
beyond the tithe in the way you release money out of your hands into the cause of Christ and his
kingdom. I have called this message "Toward the Tithe and Beyond" because I know that many of you
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are not there yet and may be moving "toward" the practice of giving 10% of your gross income to the
work of Christ. I have called it "Toward the Tithe and Beyond" because in a crying world like ours the
more you make, the less ideal becomes the principle of 10%. I'll come back to that in a few minutes.

Seven Biblical Reasons to Tithe
The way I would like to handle this is to give seven summary reasons—which I will try to show from
Scripture—for why I pray my sons will all give the first 10% of their income to the work of Christ, and
then grow beyond that as God prospers them.

1. Honoring an Old Testament Principle
Tithing honors an Old Testament principle of how God provided for the ministers he called and the
expenses of their ministry. You recall that in the Old Testament God designated one of the twelve tribes
of Israel, the tribe of Levi, to be the tribe that would have the ministry of the tabernacle and the temple.
So instead of giving them a portion of the land, God said that these vocational ministers of the
tabernacle should live off the tithes of the other eleven tribes. In Numbers 18:20–21 God said to
Aaron,You shall have no inheritance in their land, nor own any portion among them; I am your portion
and your inheritance among the sons of Israel. And to the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe
in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service which they perform, the service of the tent of
meeting.
When we tithe today, we honor a principle found here. Some of God's people are called not to do
moneymaking business in the ordinary ways. They are called to be pastors and ministers and
missionaries and ministry assistants, and so on. The rest of God's people (call them "lay ministers") are
to be gainfully employed and support the "vocational ministers"—and the costs of that ministry. In the
Old Testament God laid down that this be done by tithe.
If the question is raised whether Jesus, in the New Testament, continued this principle for the sake of
his church, one of the strongest arguments that he did is Matthew 23:23 where he says, Woe to you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the
weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should
have done without neglecting the others.
So Jesus endorses tithing: don't neglect it. It is not as essential as justice love and mercy; but it is to be
done. Yet one might say that he is only talking to Jews in an essentially Old Testament setting. Maybe
so. But there is another pointer that the principle was preserved in the early church. In 1 Corinthians
9:13–14 Paul says, Do you not know that those who perform sacred services [in the temple] eat the
food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar [of sacrifice in the temple] have their
share with the altar?
In other words he reminds the church that in the Old Testament economy there was this system in
which the Levites who worked in the temple lived off the tithes brought to the temple. Then he says in
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verse 14: So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.
The least Paul is saying is that those who spend their lives in the service of the Word of God should be
supported by the rest of the Christians. But since he draws attention to the way it was done in the Old
Testament as the model, it seems likely that tithing would have been the early Christian guideline, if
not mandate. In other words when we tithe today, we honor a principle and plan of God that sustained
the ministry in the Old Testament and probably sustained the New Testament ministry as well.

2. Honoring the Creator as Owner of All
When we release a tenth of our income and give it over to the ministry and mission of Christ in the
world, we honor the Creator rights of God who owns everything, including all our income. One
objection to thinking of a tenth of our income as especially belonging to God is that ALL our money
belongs to God. Psalm 24:1, The earth is the Lord's, and all it contains, the world, and those who dwell
in it. That is absolutely true. It's why my main way of talking about money year in and year out at
Bethlehem is not to focus on tithing, but to focus on lifestyle. What you do with every cent says
something about your view of God and what he means to you. And what your values are in this age.
And what you think your few years on earth should be spent for. That's true. But God is wise and
knows us deeply. He knows that there is something wrong with the husband who answers his wife's
complaint that he doesn't give her any time by saying, "What do you mean, I don't give you my time?
ALL my time is yours. I work all day long for you and the children." That has a very hollow ring to it if
he doesn't give her any "especially time." Giving her some evenings together and some dates does not
deny that all his time is for her, it proves it. This is why God declares one day in seven especially
God's. They are all his, and making one special proves it. And this is the way it is with our money and
God. Giving God a tenth of our income does not deny that all our money is God's, it proves that we
believe it. Tithing is like a constant offering of the first fruits of the whole thing. The tenth is yours, O,
Lord, in a special way, because all of it is yours in an ordinary way. I believe the tithe should be the
first check we write after the income deposit is made in the bank. And when you write it, you put a seal
over what's left: GOD'S. The tithe reminds us of that, and proves that we really believe it.

3. The Antidote to Covetousness
Giving away a tenth of our income to the mission and ministry of Christ is an antidote to covetousness.
The last of the Ten Commandments says: "Thou shalt not covet." Jesus said in Luke 12:15, "Beware,
and be on your guard against every form of covetousness [or greed]." And in Colossians 3:5 Paul calls
covetousness "idolatry." Wanting things too much is incredibly dangerous for your soul. Hebrews 13:5
says, Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have.
Every time you give a tithe, you must deal with the desire for what you might have bought for yourself.
To give is not to buy. And that weekly crisis is utterly important to maintain. We must fight
covetousness almost every day. And God has appointed an antidote: giving. He tests us again and
again: what do we desire most—the advancement of his name or 10% more security and comfort and
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fun? As Jesus says, You know where your heart is by where your treasure is. Tithing is one of God's
great antidotes to covetousness.

4. Governing Ever-Expanding Spending
The fourth reason is almost the same as the last one, but not quite. When we go to the tithe and beyond,
as I am suggesting we should, it puts a governor on ever-expanding spending.
There is an almost infallible human rule: spending expands to fill the income. This is why you could
have a book a few years ago entitled Getting By on $100,000 a Year. If you make more, you buy more,
and the things you buy have to be stored and repaired and insured. Spending begets spending. If you
have less at your disposal, you spend less. And most of the time you don't even think about it. I spend
absolutely no time thinking about world cruises and $30,000 cars. But if I made two or three hundred
thousand dollars a year, pretty soon things like that wouldn't seem any more strange to me than all the
stuff I buy now—because I could afford it.
If this is true—if expenses almost inevitably expand to fill the income—how shall we restrain ourselves
from accumulating more and more stuff and more and more expensive stuff, and looking to the world
like we have all the same values they do in our little earthly prelude to eternity? The answer is that as
our income grows, we move beyond the tithe. We resolve to give a greater and greater percentage of
our income to advance the kingdom. This puts the brakes on our natural impulse toward luxury.
Take John Wesley for example. He was one of the great evangelists of the 18th Century, born in 1703.
In 1731 he began to limit his expenses so that he would have more money to give to the poor. In the
first year his income was 30 pounds and he found he could live on 28 and so gave away two. In the
second year his income doubled but he held his expenses even, and so he had 32 pounds to give away
(a comfortable year's income). In the third year his income jumped to 90 pounds and he gave away 62
pounds. In his long life Wesley's income advanced to as high as 1,400 pounds in a year. But he rarely
let his expenses rise above 30 pounds. He said that he seldom had more than 100 pounds in his
possession at a time.
This so baffled the English Tax Commissioners that they investigated him in 1776 insisting that for a
man of his income he must have silver dishes that he was not paying excise tax on. He wrote them, "I
have two silver spoons at London and two at Bristol. This is all the plate I have at present, and I shall
not buy any more while so many round me want bread."
When he died in 1791 at the age of 87, the only money mentioned in his will was the coins to be found
in his pockets and dresser. Most of the 30,000 pounds he had earned in his life had been given away.
He wrote,
I cannot help leaving my books behind me whenever God calls me hence; but in every other respect,
my own hands will be my executors.
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In other words, I will put a control on my spending myself, and I will go beyond the tithe for the sake
of Christ and his kingdom. (Quotes from Mission Frontiers, Sept./Oct. 1994, nos. 9–10, pp. 23–24.)
The last three reasons for moving to the tithe and beyond are all found in one text, 2 Corinthians 9:6–8.
Let's read it and then point out the reasons briefly. Paul is talking about giving. Now this I say, he who
sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully. Let
each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under compulsion; for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency in
everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.

5. God's Way of Bringing About Good Deeds
The fifth reason for going to the tithe and beyond in our giving is that this is God's way of bringing
about many good deeds for his glory.
At the end of verse 8 Paul says that when you sow bountifully and cheerfully, you will "have an
abundance for every good deed." The goal is good deeds. Excess money is for good deeds. These are
the things that make your light shine and cause people to give glory to your Father in heaven. If you lay
up treasures on earth, people have no reason to think your Father in heaven is glorious. You look like
you love what everyone else loves. According to Titus 2:13 Christ died "to purify for himself a people
who are zealous for good deeds." 2 Corinthians 9:8 says that the aim of material bounty is "for every
good deed." Verse 11 says, "You will be enriched in everything for all liberality." Excess money is
given to us so we can show where our treasure is by giving it away. So the fifth reason for going to the
tithe and bountifully beyond is that this is God's way of providing for many good deeds.

6. God's Way of Providing for You
The sixth reason for pressing to the tithe and beyond is that it is God's way of providing you, the tither,
sufficient money for your needs.
Giving is a way of having what you need. Giving in a regular, disciplined, generous way—up to and
beyond the tithe—is simply good sense in view of the promises of God. Verse 6 says, "He who sows
bountifully shall also reap bountifully." Then verse 8 says, "God is able to make all grace abound to
you that always having all sufficiency . . . " In other words the "bountiful reaping" promised in verse 6
is explained in verse 8 by God's pledge to give a sufficiency for us and an abundance for good deeds.
This seems to be Paul's way of expressing Malachi 3:10, Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so
that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open
for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.
This is an amazing challenge from God. Test me, he says. You think you can't afford to tithe? Well test
me. And what we will find when we test him is that we cannot afford not to tithe—and beyond! This is
the only safe way to handle our money. Jesus once said, in Luke 6:38, Give, and it will be given to you;
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they will pour into your lap. This is not a
guarantee of getting rich. It's a guarantee of "an abundance for every good work" and sufficiency for
yourself.
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7. Proving and Strengthening Our Faith
Finally, in our giving we should press toward the tithe and beyond because it will prove and strengthen
our faith in God promises.
There is an absolute correlation between faith in the promises of God and peace of mind in giving away
what we may think we need but don't. Hebrews 13:5 puts it like this,
Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; [why? because of
a promise] for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you."
Every time you doubt that you can live on 90% of your income, let the glorious promise of God
strengthen your faith: "My God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ
Jesus" (Philippians 4:19).
So you can see why I care so much about my sons and whether they are remembering the rock from
which they were hewn. Because what tithing boils down to is a faith issue. Do we trust God's
promises? I appeal to you, my sons. I appeal to you, my people. Trust God. He will never fail or
forsake you. He will supply all your needs.
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