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I	Am…	
  
The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, and 
piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and 
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

Hebrews 4:12 

There have been some great books written… books that teach… books that 
inspire… books that move us… books that challenge us.  If you are an avid reader 
you probably have a favorite author and a favorite genre. 

There is one huge difference between the Bible and every other book that has 
ever been written.  The word of God is, by its very nature, both alive and active!  
Since the very first parts of it were written… all the way to today… the Bible is 
relevant, powerful and applicable.   

Occasionally I have people tell me that my job is to make the word of God come 
alive.  I disagree.  The word is by its very nature alive – my job is to not get in the 
way of that! 

God designed… and God intends for His word to do powerful and sometimes 
painful things in our lives.  Yes, it teaches us.  It teaches us things we could not 
know and could not learn any other way.  It also rebukes us.  The Bible tells us 
that we are wrong about some things – both in thought and action – attitude and 
behavior.  The word of God cuts through all the complications we create and 
those that are the result of the fallen world we live in – and forces us to be honest. 

The word of God is one of the major ways that God works to transform our lives.  
This week memorize Hebrews 4:12.  This week be sure that you let the word of 
God into your life and that you let it work! 

Have a great week, and I will see you next Sunday! 

Ray 
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When Jesus said, "Follow me," Simon, Andrew, James and John dropped 
their nets and followed; but I doubt they understood what it meant to follow 
Jesus. In time they learned what Jesus was wanting from them.  

Today Jesus still calls us to follow him. Consider what Jesus wants from 
us when he calls us to follow. Follow me instead of someone else or 
something else. Politics, power, wealth, success, pleasure--these 
alternatives compete for our allegiance today. They all say, "Follow me." Is 
your business more important than your faith? Is your hobby more 
important than your worship? Are your possessions more important than 
your soul? Just as he did with the apostles, Jesus asks us today to follow 
him instead of something or someone else.  

Follow me from where you are. Those early followers did not come to 
Jesus neutral or perfect. They came with problems and flaws. But Jesus 
took them as they were. And he began to change them at the very point 
where he met them. To be sure they were stubborn and selfish, but he 
stayed with them and worked with them. This is how Jesus relates to us 
when we are stubborn and when we fail. He doesn't ask us to wait until we 
have our lives all put together before we follow. He asks us to follow him 
from where we are right now.  

Follow me to my destination. Much later in the story things became 
tense. Many began to leave Jesus after discovering that he would not 
accept a political kingship. Jesus asked his original followers, "You do not 
want to leave, too, do you?" (John 6:67). Their answer was "To whom shall 
we go?" The point is powerful. If we stay with Jesus long enough, it will 
become clear to us that we have no other alternative. All other promises 
are hollow and lead nowhere. We can stay with him and follow him all the 
way to his destination-all the way to heaven.  

Follow me in my mission. We can only guess what the Twelve thought 
of Jesus' original call, "Follow me . . . I will make you fishers of 
men." (Mark I: 17). He certainly knew that they did not understand. But, if 
they would stay with him, they would later look back on these early words 
with a clearer understanding. So it is with us. Our initial efforts at ministry 
are awkward and simplistic, perhaps even rigid and legalistic. But the 
longer we follow him the more we will go about our ministry as he did--
with patience and service.  

Prentice A Meador, Jr.  

FOLLOW ME!
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• Tim Arzate 
• Audrey Balch 
• Fran Brasher 
• William Brown 
• Roger Bryon 
• Jack Carter 
• Karen Driver 
• Jeff Ficks (Elvoy Thomason’s 

nephew) 
• Abe Froese Jr. 
• Bobby Gressett 
• Jennie Howell 
• Gwendolyn Hunt 
• Jo Hutson 
• Sam Johnson 
• Keith Lambert 
• Dorotha Langehennig 
• Shirley Loffler 
• Joey McCann 
• Jan Middleton 
• Eddie Mitchell 
• Franklin & Shirley Moore 
• Jane Partain 
• Virginia Peyton 
• Karly Pitcox 
• Cheri Rambo 
• Leslie Rich 
• Lynn Rich 
• Jimmy Rigdon 
• Chad Snow 
• Max Truesdell 
THOSE IN ASSISTED LIVING: 
• Gerry Hunt 
• Sybil Wallace 
THOSE IN THE NURSING HOME: 
• Billie Duckworth 
• Ena Bess Gatewood 
THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: 
• Matias Arzate 
• GYSGT Leland Braun 
• Shane Garrison 
• Michael Harness 
• Robb Turskey 
• Jacob Watts 

Sympathy 
We extend our sympathy to  
Elvoy Thomason and family  

on the death of  
Elvoy’s brother-in-law 

Don Mims

Remember in  
              Prayer 

How to Be Healthier and Better Looking 
• Want to lose weight? Cast all your heavy 

cares and worries on the Lord (1 Peter 5:7; 
Matthew 11:28–30). 

• Want beautiful lips? Speak words of 
encouragement, kindness, and goodness 
(Hebrews 3:13; Ephesians 4:29; Proverbs 15:4). 

• Want gorgeous eyes? Look out for the 
interests of others, not just yourself (Philippians 
2:4). 

• Want to improve your vision? Focus on the 
things that are eternal, not the things that are 
physical (2 Corinthians 4:16–18). 

• Want to hear better? Listen to the words of 
Christ and act on them (Romans 10:17; 
Matthew 7:24–27). 

• Want great hands? Consistently lift up holy 
hands to the Lord in prayer (1 Thessalonians 
5:17; 1 Timothy 2:8). 

• Want nice looking feet? Use them to bring the 
good news of Christ to others (Romans 10:15). 

• Want the most fashionable clothes? Clothe 
yourself with Christ through baptism (Galatians 
3:27). 

• Need more exercise? Get up every day to 
“walk in the light” and run the spiritual race (1 
John 1:7; Hebrews 12:1). 

• Need more strength? Then become strong in 
the Lord and in the strength of His might 
(Ephesians 6:10). 

• Want to smell amazing? Then become a 
sweet aroma and a fragrance of Christ to God 
and to others (2 Corinthians 2:15–16). 

True beauty has little to do with physical looks 
and everything to do with our spiritual 
appearance to God. Don’t focus only on the 
outward appearance, but also on inward beauty 
(Matthew 23:27). After all, “Charm is deceptive, 
and beauty is fleeting.” (Proverbs 31:30). Let’s 
remember, “The Lord does not look at the things 
people look at. People look at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”  
(1 Samuel 16:7).    

—Brent Petrillo, Denver Colorado
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Dates To Remember: 
Wednesday, February 22: 
• Fellowship meal, 6:00 PM. 
• Bible study, 7:00 PM. 
• Elders/Deacons meeting, 8:00 PM. 
Sunday, March 5: 
• Family Day, fellowship meal following morning services. 
-------------------------------------------------- 
Birthdays This Week: 
• February 21: Sondra Durham 
• February 22: Leo Copeland 
• February 23: Ena Bess Gatewood 
• February 24: Shelly Roberts 
• February 25: Reese Moore 
-------------------------------------------------- 
"Knowing that I am not the one 

in control gives great 
encouragement. 

Knowing the One who is in 
control is everything."

Alexander Michael

Elders 
Leo Copeland 
Todd Moore 
Wes Weeks 
Dean Wheeler 
Athen Lowrie 

Deacons 
Don Dagley 
Dave Davis 
Dan Dendy 
Glen Fleming 
Mark Nichols 
Jerry Wright 

Minister 
Ray Young  
1-806-592-1947 
4ray.828@gmail.com 
-------------------------------------------
Last Weeks Records 
Contribution:    
AM Bible Class:            
AM Worship: 
Small Groups           
Wednesday:                            
-----------------------------------------
Schedule of Services 
Sunday 
Bible Study    
Morning Worship   
Evening Worship     

Wednesday 
Evening Bible Study    

$4937.00 
78 

145 
60 

N/A 

Westside Church of Christ 
201 NW 23rd Street * P.O. Box 726 * Seminole, Texas 79360 

Office: 432-758-2706 * Fax: 432-758-2962  
Network name: ATT704 * Network Password: 2256201469 

www.westside-churchofchrist.org 

Seminole
Mothers of Preschoolers

September 13 & 27 
October 11 & 25 

November 8 & 22 

December 13 
January 10 & 24 
February 14 & 28 

March 21 & 28 
April 11 & 25 

May 9

2016-2017 Schedule 

9:30 AM 
10:30 AM 
5:00 PM 

7:00 PM
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