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October  2012  

Volume 27    Issue  10 

Inside this issue: 

Goal:  $26,775 

Given:  $25,470 

Needed:       $1,305 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Oct. 7 - 6:00 PM  

 Vesper Service and campfire                 

at the shelter.  

Enjoy our new fire pit. Thank you to 

Marissa Lipscomb for all her hard 

work. She will be honored with a 

stars and stripe ceremony                       

that evening. 

 



Church 

1190 Stahlheber Rd 

Hamilton, OH 45013 

 

Phone  

513-863-7553 

Fax  

513-863-7552 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:30— 2:30 

 

From Dan’s Desk 

Church Staff 

Dan Knisley                          

Senior Minister 

Dan@wscchamilton.org 

 

Daniel Stephens                          

Associate Minister of                 

Teens and Worship 

Daniel@wscchamilton.org 

 

Lance Whitehurst                    

Minister to Children 

Lance@wscchamilton.org 

 

Ellen Sippel                          

Secretary 

Ellen@wscchamilton.org 
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Harvest 

 Harvest time- that bountiful season where we reap the fruit of what we 

have sown. Farmers all over the land are now seeing the results of their labors 

as their combines bring in the crops sown last spring. 

 

 Reaping the fruit of what we have sown is natural law. No farmer panting 

soybeans in May would expect to pick corn from that field in November. This is 

also true in our spiritual lives. – we reap what we sow. 

 

 That’s why God exhorts His people through the prophet Hosea: “Sow for 
yourself righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing love.” (Hosea 10:12) Right-
eousness is not  a word we hear much anymore in our modern culture, but God 
commands us to sow it in our spiritual lives so we will reap the good fruit of His 
unfailing love. We do this by “breaking up our unplowed ground”  (v.12) which 
means to remove the hardness from our hearts which keeps the Word from 
taking root in our lives, and to “seek the Lord.” (v.12) Sowing righteousness in 
our lives means seeking Him who is righteous, the Lord.  The spiritual harvest 
we reap can be sweet or bitter, depending on whether we have sown right-
eousness or planted wickedness in our lives.  We  choose what we sow, and 
the harvest we reap is in kind and quantity in exact proportion to what we have 
sown. The bitter fruit of evil comes when we ignore the Lord and harden our 
hearts against Him. The sweet fruit of goodness comes when we seek the Lord 
and open our hearts to Him. Which will it be for us?  Sow righteousness, break 
up the hardened  ground, and seek the Lord “until He comes and showers 
righteousness on you.” 
  

 
      For Him-    

      Dan 
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Daniel’s Counting the Clouds… (Job 38:37)  

Teens 

Hey all! This month we implemented a new format for our Sunday night youth programs here  

at the church. From now on, the Jr. High and Sr. High youth, as well as anyone else who would like to 

participate, will gather together in the gym for a youth worship service at 5:30pm which will then be 

followed by breakout groups at 6:00pm. The Sr. High will come with me to the teen room for our Dug 

Down Deep group and the Jr. High will head to Studio 150 with Lance. FCA has begun once again at 

Ross High School every Thursday morning in Brian Butts’ room beginning at 6:55am. We always have 

a short devotional and donuts from Ross bakery. 

Worship 

The youth worship band had several opportunities to play in the main service in recent     

weeks past and I am proud of the progress we have made in practice. We still have a ways to go but    

I believe these young people at the church are very talented and will become a very powerful tool for 

the glory of God’s kingdom here on earth. Also, Winnie has begun planning and preparation for a 

“Singing Seniors” group that will work on group songs for special music. If you are interested in       

participating in this group, please contact me (Daniel) or Winnie.  

 

As always, if you have any questions, concerns, or ideas about youth events or worship please 

feel free to come and share them with me personally. Thanks so much and God Bless you all. 
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Children’s Chat Support our Troops 

Chaplain Ben Dillon:                                                               

67 Candler Ct. Cameron, 

N.C. 28376 

 

AB Welsh, Eric                            
323 TRS/SLT B047 (Dorm 

A9)                                           
1320 Truemper Street Unit 
369523 Lackland, AFB, TX 

78236-5570 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Trivia 

The golden calves that                  

Jeroboam made were located 

where?  

Dan & Bethel 

2 Kings 10:29                         

 

Prayer Ministry Team: 

Linda Keller          

513-312-3587                  

Pat Brunner  

 896-6168                                                                                                                 

Helen James  

 867-8221                                                                                               

If you didn’t know we have changed things up in Children’s Ministry and Middle 

School.  We have moved all of our groups to one hallway so that we are all       

together instead of spreading out over the church.  This move provided for a new 

room for our new Middle School ministries and also gave us a bigger room for Jr. 

Worship.  Thanks to a generous memorial gift we have been able to upgrade our 

area and more to come in the upcoming months.  We have computers and 46” 

Tv’s in each room and a new Blue Ray and 21” TV in the Nursery.  In the next   

few weeks we will also have a new floor in the three classrooms.  All of the       

redecorating is to make it more inviting to guest and more user friendly for our 

teachers.  Thanks to Al Miller and Roger Richardson for researching  and help   

selecting the floors and thanks to Janet Miller for making the curtains for the 

rooms. 

 Here are a few upcoming events for the fall that are important: 

Niederman Farms-Children grades 1-5 are invited to join us on Sunday, October 

14th for a trip to the farm.  Stay after church and join us for pizza. After that, we 

will leave for Niederman Farms.  Any families that want to join us are welcome as 

well.  Cost $9.00 per person.  At the farm there is a corn maze, a giant bouncy 

barn, animals with pig races, and a hayride.  If parents want to come along to  

purchase pumpkins, the hayride does go through there pumpkin patch.  Sign up  

in Jr. Worship. 

Middle Schoolers be watching for announcement about a fun fall activity, details 

to be announced soon. 

As I mentioned in church, there is a group going down to Charlotte , North            

Carolina to volunteer at Operation Christmas Child processing center.  The dates 

for the trip are November 23-25, yes I know that is Thanksgiving Weekend, but 

what better way to show you are thankful than to help process gifts for needy  

children in third world countries.  All you will have to do is make sure that the box 

has everything in it, it needs and that everything in it is allowed.  Besides working 

at OCC we will be helping a local church serve breakfast to the homeless and 

then going to visit the Billy Graham Center.  Thanks to Bud Haacke who has been 

planning this trip.  This trip is open to anyone Middle School and older, younger 

with a parent attending.  Deadline to sign up is October 14th and we only have a 

few spots left.  Questions see me or Bud and Becky Haacke. 
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SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             

CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

 

Which tribes settled 

east of the Jordan 

River? 

Rueben & Gad            

Numbers 32 

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    

Donna Fisher-

Callie Grubb    

Sue Hamblin   

Diane Howe     

Lynda Huff      

John Layman  

Nilah Layman 

Tom Metcalf            

Karen Polen            

Mark Robinson 

Marie Sears             

Dorothy Thomas-

Sam Welch             

Laura Wylie               
All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Sophie Bovenizer    

Barb Colwell                                                  

Helen Dye                       

Anna George                     

Dolle Haven                  

Earl Kieser                       

Mae Lasley        

Geneva McSwain               

Dale Richter                      

Mag Thacker                          

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

Rachel Bamonti 

Kaley Ann Hicks  

Dale Lee                        

Jay McCarty                  

Myrtle Reatherford 

bereavement   

************* 

September  

Prayer  Focus: 

Schools  

Other: 

Logan Watson, 

Afghanistan 

   

 Veteran vaudevillians always claimed they born in a trunk. At least one Gospel musician, 

Lee Roy Abernathy, could claim he was born on a piano bench. Although his parents were itinerant 

sharecroppers by day, they were Gospel singers by night. 

Lee Roy was born on Aug. 13, 1913 in Carterville, GA. Dee, his father, sang bass and wrote songs. 

Clara, his mother, occupied the piano bench for her husband’s quartet. The family frequently at-

tended the shaped-note singing schools, where they heard and learned the latest Gospel songs. By 

the time he was five, Lee Roy was singing with the Atco Quartet. Then tragedy struck. Lee Roy’s ton-

sils became impacted, which required extensive surgery and recuperation. Doctors ordered him to 

complete vocal rest during this time. 

Since he couldn’t sing, he concentrated on his piano and songwriting skills. By the mid– 1930’s, Lee 

Roy found himself in Atlanta, GA playing piano for the Electrical Workers Quartet. There was one 

problem—he could play all of their gospel songs, but none of their secular material. Having learned 

shaped-note music, he could sight-read or play anything that was printed using that method. Lee Roy 

had problems reading standard notation. 

The frustrated youth decided to return to school. Even though he had only completed seven years of 

formal education, he took piano lessons at the Atlanta Conservatory. For three years, he walked 49 

miles for a 30-minute weekly lesson. Lee Roy paid for his lessons by teaching his own students.  

During the Depression and World War II, he continued to write and perform music, although he had 

an occasional day job to subsidize his career. It was during this time that he developed his mail-

order piano lesson course, which became popular after the war. 

On Dec. 7, 1946, the hotel he stayed at caught fire and over one hundred lives were lost. Soon, he 

wrote a song commemorating the event, “The Burning of the Winecoff.” The song was a local hit. 

Although some criticized him for capitalizing on somebody else’s misery, he won a Fire Prevention 

Award for it. (The song says that some people died because the firemen’s ladders couldn’t reach the 

upper floors so the occupants could be rescued.) 

His next song would also generate controversy. “Everybody’s Going to Have a Wonderful Time up 

There” was criticized for its boogie woogie rhythm. His Homeland Harmony Quartet recording was 

quite popular. Naturally, they got a lot of requests for it in their concerts. However, many churches 

had another request—don’t play it because they disapproved of its jazzy rhythms. The song, however, 

was too popular NOT to include it in their programs. Besides, the young people who attended the all-

night sings and concerts loved the modern sound. 

Bill Gaither remembers: 

“When I first heard of him back in 1946-47, he was using a lot of modern harmony and rhythmic 

patterns which were upsetting to people…. But for this young high school student, these sounds 

were really exciting….[I]t really ‘turned me on’ to the things of the Lord.”  

Lee Roy continued to write, record, and perform until he died on May 25, 1993 in Canton, GA. Al-

though he had written many other songs, that became classics, “Wonderful Time” (also known as 

the “Gospel Boogie”) was his most famous song. It continues to be widely performed and recorded. 

 An interesting postscript to this story: Lee Roy Abernathy eventually wrote a sequel to this song, 

“Everybody’s Going to Have a Terrible Time Down There.” It isn’t a parody, but a completely different 

song. The unusual minor-key song warns about life in Hell without accepting Jesus Christ as their 

personal savior. 

     

      

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    
Donna Fisher-

Callie Grubb 

David Haynes  

Diane Howe     

Lynda Huff               

Jennifer Keith   

John Layman  

Tom Metcalf            

Karen Polen   

Ernie Schanie         

Marie Sears 

Melanie Urban            

Sam Welch             

Laura Wylie               
All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Sophie Bovenizer    

Barb Colwell                                                  

Helen Dye                       

Anna George                     

Dolle Haven                  

Earl Kieser                       

Mae Lasley        

Geneva McSwain               

Dale Richter              

Betty Sandlin                    

Mag Thacker                          

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

Laura Lively              

Sonny Napper 

bereavement   

************* 

October Prayer  

Focus: 

National                 

Leadership 

Other: 

Logan Watson, 

Afghanistan 
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Reflections from Cards of Encouragement - This month’s theme is “God’s Encouraging Ways”. 
 

Do you remember the first time you 
found a mysterious-looking cocoon 
on a branch?  Curiosity grew as you 
watched daily with anticipation, 
hoping to witness the emergence of a 
new creation.  The miraculous 
metamorphosis of a wiggly worm into           

a beautiful butterfly captures the 
imagination of young and old.             

     In its cocoon the worm submits to the supernatural process changing it into a new butterfly.  The 
metamorphosis takes time, and breaking free from its old cocoon is hard and laborious.  But oh, what a 
marvelous, miraculous, beautiful new creation emerges and flies away! 
     Metamorphosis means a change of physical form, structure, or substance especially by supernatural 
means, or a striking alteration in appearance, character, or circumstances. 
     Changes occur continually in our lives, but not as dramatically as the metamorphosis that takes place 
when we are diagnosed with a serious illness.  We become surrounded by a "cocoon" of stressful 
change, invoking a "striking alteration" of our physical appearance, our personal character, and our 
lifestyle circumstances. 
          Do you feel like you are confined in a cocoon by your illness as you strive to cope with the changes 
that have transformed your life?  Remember the metamorphosis of the worm, and know that God is 
supernaturally at work in your circumstances.  Trust His transforming love to give you wings of hope lifting 
you up for new vision and purpose beyond your illness.  The process may feel hard and laborious, but 
through the love of Christ, you can emerge from your cocoon of illness as a marvelous, miraculous, 
beautiful new creation! 
  
Dear God, each day when I wake up and realize I am still in this cocoon with my illness, help me to 
remember Your metamorphosis process—that You are here with me working to transform me into a 
miraculous new creation.  Thank You for the hope You give me for the time I will break free from this 
cocoon and fly away with You!  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

  
Reflections from Ministry  God never ceases to amaze me when He shows up at the least expected 
moments.  On a recent trip with my trucker husband, Joe, we picked up a shipment of cinnamon-scented 
decorative brooms.   We had an opportunity to visit with the founder of the company, a strong outspoken 
Christian, who, while going through her second bout with cancer, had an inspiration for making cinnamon-
scented products after reading Exodus 30 that gives instructions for making the anointing oil.  She and I 
connected immediately as we shared how our faith in Jesus Christ gave us strength and encouragement 
to persevere through our cancer treatments.  I gave her a packet of cards that she could share with 
others.  Just before I left the warehouse, she came over to me and handed me some folded up money 
telling me, “The cards are wonderful. God bless your ministry.”  With a quick hug she was off leaving me 
with my mouth hanging open when I looked and saw she had given me a $100 bill!  I may never know 
how God is going to use this encounter to touch other lives with His words of encouragement. 
 

You can pick up Cards of Encouragement by the north door or next to the coffee area.   
Take a Bag of Hope to someone who needs encouragement.  

 
Contact: Linda and Joe Kovarik @ 513.524.2372 – Email:  Lindabenzkov@gmail.com 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,  

he is a new creation; old things have 

passed away; behold, all things have 

become new.  2 Corinthians 5:17 NKJ 

 
God’s Encouraging Metamorphosis 

 

 

 

 

Light 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Encouragement Ministry 

eflecting Reflecting the light of God’s 

 love, hope, and comfort 

 into the darkness of illness 
R 

“My God turns my darkness into light.” Psalm 18.28b NIV 
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Singing Seniors 

Do you like to harmonize to old favorite hymns and Christmas songs? Our God 

lives in the praises of His  people. We can make beautiful music of praise,             

whatever our age ! Especially to those of us who’ve enjoyed singing to and for our 

Lord for most of our lives, harmony is rich! Please pray about this and come join 

our (mature) voices together! We’ll plan to have short practice sessions to refresh 

our memories of familiar songs. Daniel would like us to sing about once a month. Let’s begin about 

5:15 Sundays October 7th.  Thanks for giving up brief times of praise to our Lord’s glory and honor.  

                                                          -In His Service, 

                                                                     Winnie   
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 God’s Girls will be October 1  

 Kieser Small Group will meet October 9 & October 23 at the Kieser’s at 7pm  

 Seniors on the Go – – October 9– Bob Evans Main St.   

 Reasonable Faith Small Group to begin October 1. They will be studying “Mere Christi-

anity” by C.S. Lewis 

*************************************************************************************** 

Operation Christmas Child 

Mark Your Calendars!! Again, we will be a  relay center for Operation Christmas Child, November 12-19th. The hours of operation will be : 

Monday   November 12  10:00 AM –   2:00 PM                                                                                                                                                

Tuesday   November 13    7:30 AM – 10:30 PM                                                                                                                                  

Wednesday  November 14    2:00  PM –   6:00 PM                                                                                                                                     

Thursday  November 15  11:00 AM –    3:00 PM                                                                                                                                  

Friday   November 16  12:00 PM –     4:00 PM                                                                                                                                     

Saturday  November 17    9:00 AM –    4:00 PM                                                                                                                                         

Sunday   November 18    1:00 PM –     5:00 PM                                                                                                                                        

Monday   November 19    8:00 AM – 12 :00 PM 

*************************************************************************************************** 

To West Side,  

Once again you have gone above and beyond to help out the children of the North End. This year 547 children at-

tended the Luau and received backpacks full of needed supplies. Thank you so much for all your generous giving, as 

well as your hard work. Without all our support, we could never pull this off year  after year. God bless you all.  

Blessings,  

The Christian Family Center. 

************************************************************************************************ 

We still need volunteers to provide either homemade or store-bought baked goods for the Coffee Ministry. Sign up sheets are 

on the Welcome Center desk.  

Youth Sunday  Schedule 

5:30 PM   Youth Worship in the Gym 

6:00 PM   Middle School Youth Group 

6:00 PM   Youth group 

New Gym Carpet 

We wish to thank the anonymous donor for the new carpet on the gym walls. It looks wonderful.  

Some have asked why the decision was made to go with re-carpeting the walls. Carpet is necessary to keep 

the noise level down during fellowship meals and events in the gym. Also, painted walls would scuff easily 

when people play basketball, volleyball and other activities. Sadly, we simply did not have the volunteers 

needed to do the labor intensive job. Finally, the carpet will hide any new (probable) cracks in the masonry 

walls.   

Carpet was the best choice for the gym and will look terrific for many years to come. 
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  Services 

Sunday: 

     Bible School       9:30 am 

 Worship Service   10:30 am 

 Singing Seniors Rehearsal    5:15 pm

 Youth Worship in Gym   5:30 pm 

 Evening Worship    6:00 pm 

 Youth & Middle Youth          6:00 pm  

Monday: 

 Reasonable Faith    6:30 PM 

Wednesday: 

         Women’s Bible Study          On Hiatus                 

 Evening Bible Study              6:30 pm 

 Worship Teams Practice    7:30 pm 

West Side Church of Christ 

1190 Stahlheber Rd. 

Hamilton, OH  45013 

Phone: 513-863-7553 

Fax: 513-863-7552 

Email: office@wscchamilton.com 

Oct 1    God’s Girls                                      

Oct 1    Reasonable Faith                           

Oct 7             Evening Vesper Service                  

Oct 8     Reasonable Faith                              

Oct 9    Seniors on the go– Bob Evans 

Oct 9    Small Groups @ the Kieser’s 

Oct 12    Gym Floor being  Refinished  

Oct 13    Gym Floor being Refinished   

Oct 15    Reasonable Faith                                 

Oct 16    Leadership Meeting                           

Oct 22    Caller Deadline                                     

Oct 22    Reasonable Faith                                  

Oct 23    Small Groups @ the Kieser’s 

Oct 29    Reasonable Faith   

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

A Real Church...for real people 


