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Inside this issue: 

We welcome                 
Lance Whitehurst                       

as our new                    
children’s minister.  
More information 

about Lance will be in 
next month’s Caller. 



Church 
1190 Stahlheber Rd 

Hamilton, OH 45013 

 

Phone  

513-863-7553 

Fax  

513-863-7552 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:00— 3:00 

 

From Dan’s Desk 

Church Staff 
 

Dan Knisley                          
Senior Minister 

Dan@wscchamilton.org 

 

David Schneller                   
Associate Minister of                 
Teens and Worship 

David@wscchamilton.org 

 

Pete Taylor                                
Minister to Seniors 

Pete@wscchamilton.org 

 

Lance Whitehurst                   
Children’s Minister 

 

Ellen Sippel                          
Secretary 

Ellen@wscchamilton.org 
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  On my drive home I pass may corn and soybean fields. Because of the 
heat and dryness of this summer many of those fields were combined as early as a 
month ago (early September). This is one of the earlier harvests that I can remember.  
An old farmer once told me that when we have an early harvest like this we need to be 
prepared for a long, hard winter. If he was right then I guess we’d better stock up on 
mittens and snow shovels. 

  But there is another soon-coming event that we that we must prepare 
for– the harvest at the end of the age and the Lord’s return. And current world events 
seem to indicate that we may not have much time left. This brings to mind a haunting 
passage of Scripture that warns of unpreparedness for that day. Jeremiah 8:20 tells 
us: “The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved.” 

  One can almost sense the anxiety and remorse in those words. Winter 
was coming, yet they had not been safely gathered into the barn. They were left behind 
in the open field to face winter’s icy blasts, alone and unsaved. I wonder how many will 
repeat that lament when the Lord returns’.     

  Preparedness, then, is the key, isn’t it? Making sure that we are ready, 
and helping as many others as possible to do the same. That means if we are not 
saved to make sure we are saved by trusting Jesus as Savior and Lord and being    
baptized into Him. If we are saved that means keeping ourselves ready by being found 
doing the Lord’s will every day until He returns. For we do not know when that day will 
be, but  we can see the signs that it is indeed coming. 

  Many years ago a businessman embarked on a long journey in early 
summer. His 4 year-old daughter  was upset and crying that her daddy was to be    
gone so long, so she asked him, “Daddy, when will you be back?” Knowing it would be 
autumn before he returned he told his little girl, “when you see the leaves starting to 
fall, you know that I’ll soon return.” 

  The months went by and as mid-September rolled around the first 
leaves began to turn and drop from the trees. The little girl ran to her mother and     
excitedly exclaimed, “Daddy’s coming home!”  The mother quickly glanced out the win-
dow and not seeing her husband replies, “No, honey, daddy’s not home yet.” But the 
girl insisted, “Yes, he’s coming!  Daddy told me when the leaves fall to look for him! ” 
The mother marveled at her daughter’s simple trust in her father’s words. 

  So it is with us. The harvest is nearly over, the leaves are falling, and we 
can see the signs of the Lord’s return all around us. Let it not be our lament that “the 
harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not saved” because no preparation 
had been made. Rather, while there is still time, let us do everything necessary to 
make sure we are indeed ready for the harvest that is sure to come.    

        For Him,  
        Dan 
 

 

The Harvest Is Past 
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From David's Pondering Pool... 

 

Balanced Faith: From the Inside Out 
 
I remember the image clearly in my head. My friends and I were running around the neighborhood, playing all sorts 
of games and causing all kinds of childhood summertime “mischief,” when it all came to a sudden and screeching 
halt. My Grandpa, who had grown tired of the sound of a screen door flinging wide open and slamming shut every 
couple of minutes, stood imposingly at the door. 
 

“In or out,” he said. 
 

It was my first lesson in energy conservation. “I’m not going to pay to air condition the whole neighborhood. It’s a 
nice day out today, so you guys are welcome to play outside. If you’d rather, you can stay inside and enjoy the cool 
air, but you can’t keep doing both. You’re going to have to choose: inside OR out.” 
 

I can’t remember what we ended up choosing to do that day, but my Grandpa’s words will always stick with me. He 
was absolutely right. In my childhood ignorance, I didn’t realize that it was a waste of electricity to keep gallivanting 
back and forth between the heat of summer and the coolness of my grandparents’ house. We really needed to 
choose. There are many times and many circumstances when we DO have to make a clear choice in life: In OR Out. 
 

 Sometimes, however, we must choose BOTH. 
 

Please allow me to explain. Sometimes we inappropriately apply the “in OR out” mentality to the way we approach 
faith. We mistakenly think that we must either choose to practice faith INSIDE (of our hearts) OR OUTSIDE (in the 
way we behave).  The Bible is clear, however, that true faith is not a matter of inside OR out, but a matter of inside 
AND out. 
 

More accurately stated, the Scriptures show us that faith is something that is meant to be lived from the inside out. 
 

It’s dangerous to focus too much on one aspect of faith over the other. The Pharisees, for example, focused way 
too much on the “outside” aspect of following God; so much so, in fact, that it came at the expense of the “inside” 
work that God wanted to do in their lives. They were incredibly careful about what they wore, about whether or not 
they faithfully followed the traditions of their fathers, about making sure that they made all the right sacrifices and 
abstained from all the right things, but they ignored the inward aspects of faith such as justice, mercy, and faithful-
ness (Mt. 23:23). As a result of the Pharisees’ unbalanced focus of the outward behaviors of faith, Jesus said that 
they had become like “whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead 
men's bones and everything unclean” (Mt. 23:27). 
 

On the other side of the spectrum, the Corinthian church focused too much on the “inside” aspect of following God; 
so much so, in fact, that it came at the expense of understanding the importance of the “outside” workings of a 
healthy inward faith. From what we read in Scripture, the Corinthians seemed to be very gracious, merciful people. 
But they assumed that because they believed all the right things, knew all the right things, and had all the right 
feelings about God, what they did on the “outside” did not matter. The entire book of 1st Corinthians is devoted to 
Paul dealing with the dangerous repercussions of such a skewed way of thinking and the need for our “outer” lives 
to reflect the “inward” working of the Holy Spirit. The book of James deals with a similar problem when it says, “As 
the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead” (2:26). 
 

True faith, as demonstrated by the Bible, is not a matter of “in OR out.” It is a matter of “in AND out.” It is a matter 
of letting God work in our lives from the inside out. 
 

Faith is something that begins and continues to live in our hearts and minds, but it is also something that works its 
way out into the things we do and say. Faith is the desire to thank God, which works itself out in our lives by the 
way we dress, talk, and behave. Faith is the desire to faithfully represent God, and works its way out in the way that 
we strive to keep ourselves separate and pure for Him. Let us practice TRUE faith; faith from the inside out. 
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Support our Troops 

 

LCPL Arnold, Charles                        
403 Jessica Ct.                                  
Richlands, NC 28574 

  

SPC Baas, Matthew                               
C-RAM                                               
FOB Prosperity                                  
APO, AE 09348  

 

Chaplain Ben Dillon                        
c/o Dawn Dillon                         
10736 Darneal Dr.              
Fountain, CO 80817 

 

SGT Michael McNally              
G-Company                             
2-32 FAR                             
COB Spiecher                      
APO AE 09393  

 

PVT Owens, Saxon                 
T.1/6 WPNS co.                       
CAAT1                                           
Unit 73145                                     
FPO AEO9510-3145 

 

PTC Watson, Garth                    
1st PLT Hellraisers                     
BlackJack troop Fly-15 
Calavary                                      
3576 Wilson Road                          
FT Knox, KY 40121-5723 

  Fanny J. Crosby posed an God-given talent. She could 
hear a newly-composed melody and within minutes begin to work on the 
lyrics to another classic hymn. 

  Through the years, Fanny had a wide circle of friends  
and business associates. Some obviously, were in the music business.     
One of her music business associates was William H. Doane, a Cincinnati 
businessman who wrote over 2,200 hymn tunes.  One of Doane’s most  
frequent collaborators was Fanny Crosby. He would mail her a new    
manuscript at her New York City residence. Later, Fanny would return       
it to Cincinnati complete with new lyrics.  

  Sometimes they worked face to face.  One of their in  
person meetings was at the office of their publisher, W.H. Bradbury.  

  “Fanny, I’ve just written a tune and I want you to write    
a hymn for it,” Doane requested. Doane played her the melody. She went 
into an adjoining room and within a half an hour returned with the lyrics. 
( Famous Women Hymn Writers by Smith & Carlson, p. 33)  

  The new hymn was “Safe in the Arms of Jesus” Doane 
and Crosby wrote many other hymns, including  “Rescue the Pershing”  
and “Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior.” 

  Some of Doane’s new melodies may have been first 
played for Fanny by another long time friend who was a talented organist 
and composer, Phoebe Palmer Knapp.   

  Phoebe Palmer Knapp was the wife of Metropolitan Life 
Founder, Joseph F. Knapp. The Knapps and Mrs. Crosby belonged to the 
same church, the John Street Methodist Church of New York city. 

  One day Phoebe played her latest melody for Fanny.  
After hearing it several times, Phoebe asked her friend, “Does the music 
say anything to you?” Almost immediately, Fanny replied, “Blessed      
assurance Jesus is mine.” Within a few minutes Fanny completed the lyrics 
in front of her astonished friend. Although Phoebe and Fanny collaborated 
on other hymns, this was their most famous one that is still performed   
today.   

  Cliff Barrows, long time music director for the Billy  
Graham Crusades, noted that: 

 “If she had only written this song it would have been enough to 
 merit the approval of her Lord” 

  In the same article, Barrows reminisced about “Blessed 
Assurance” “It has always been a favorite of mine. It is an ideal song of 
testimony which tells of the unending peace and joy of the person who 
knows that God has accepted him because of what Jesus Christ has done on 
his behalf.”  No wonder the hymn was the “Hour of decisions” theme song 
for so many years. 

       

  

SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             
CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

Bible Trivia 

 

According to the book 
of Job, what is one way 

God gets people to  
listen? 

Through their pain.. 

Job 36:15 

How tall was               
Goliath? 

Over 9 feet.                         
I Samuel 17:4 

How many barrels of 
water did Elijah pour 
to the sacrificed bull 

before praying to God 
to light the  wood on 

fire?   

Twelve barrels               
I kings 18:33-35 

When Gideon 
brought out bread, 

meat and broth to the 
Angel of the  Lord 

what happened to it? 

Fire came up con-
suming the meat and 
bread.                         
Judges 6:21 

Why did the Queen 
of Sheba come visit 

with Solomon? 

She wanted to test 
him with hard                        
questions                                            
I Kings 10:1 
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REQUESTS FOR 
PRAYER 

******************************      
Junior Caldwell                             

Madaline Caldwell                                
Bill Chamberlain                               

Betty & Cell Conrad                     
Melissa Donaldson                 

Sue Hamblin                                     
Earl Kieser                                           

George McNally                      
Jim Newkirk                         
Frank Owens                            
Bill Ramsey                     

Amanda Robbins                       
Bailey Walker                   

All with health concerns  
***************************** 
Sophie Bovenizer   

Helen Dye                       
Anna George                     

Max & Dolle Haven 
Earl Kieser                       
Mae Lasley                
Dale Richter                    
Ruby Wyatt                
homebound    

***************** 

Ann McNally              
breavement   

**************************                                 
   

      

   

 
                          

                       
 

 

 Seniors on the Go– October 7th Anisley’s in Brookville. 

 Bunko sponsored by the Women’s Ministry October 21 
 6:30pm 

 

 

(In response to an e-mail) Yes, we received two waves of   
packages. One a couple months ago & one at the end of       
August. Tell them we really appreciate all their hard work. The 
soldiers really like the nuts & other snacks. They also like beef 
jerky/beef sticks. Please let them know that food must be in the 
store package due to security otherwise I have to throw it out. 
Thanks so much for your support.- Ben Dillon 

. 

Northern Lights Emmaus Community-  The Women's walk, Oct 
14-17. Cost is $110 including all   materials & food. Contact Julie, 
Kim, Rich, Dan, Cheryl, Mitchell, Zach, Becky or Bud Haacke for  
sponsorship. Applications at the Welcome Center. 

 

I want to thank everyone for the prayers, visits, cards and 
phone calls on my behalf through my shoulder surgery and your 
prayers through this time of healing. All has gone very well just 
a little unhandy with one wing in the repair shop. God is great 
and so are you folks.    In Christ– Frank Owens. 

Our thanks to Bobby & Sandy Haynes, Roger & Phyllis Richardson and Red 
Reatherford for spreading new mulch around our landscaping. 

 

This year's special Christmas service will feature a full choir on 
December 19th. Practices will begin in early October, Sunday 
evenings from 4:30 until 5:45 pm. If you would like to use your 
talents to be a part of this special program, please sign up at 
the Welcome Center by Sunday,  October 3rd. 

 

If you have been saving items for the garage sale, please be 
advised that it has been cancelled. 

 
   

 We will welcome Linda Kieser and guest singers for the worship 
at 9:00 AM October 3. Be sure to be present for the debut of a 
new trio. 
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  Regular Services 
Sunday: 
     Traditional Service    9:00 am
 Bible School     10:15 am 
 Contemporary Service 11:15 am               
 Evening Worship    6:00 pm   
 Youth Meeting     6:00 pm 

Wednesday: 
 Women’s Bible Study        9:30 am                                
 Evening Bible Study    6:30 pm 

Fifth Sunday: 
 Bible School      9:30 am 
 Contemporary Service 10:30 am               
  

West Side Church of Christ 
1190 Stahlheber Rd. 
Hamilton, OH  45013 

Phone: 513-863-7553 
Fax: 513-863-7552 
Email: wscchamilton@yahoo.com 

October 3 Choir Rehearsal 4:30 pm           
October 4         God’s Girls                                               
October 6         Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am   
October 7 Fun Bunch Anisley’s in Brookville                            
October 10 All Parents and Youth Meeting  
  6-7 pm                                                                          
October 10 Choir Rehearsal 4:30 pm         
October 11       Caller Deadline                                                            
October 13       Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am    
October 16       Niederman Farms                        
October 17       Choir Rehearsal 4:30 pm                            
October 20       Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am    
October 21 Bunko  6:30 pm           
October 24       Choir Rehearsal 4:30 pm       
October 27       Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am  
October 31 Youth Sunday Combined                 
  services                                                         
October 31 Choir Rehearsal 4:30 pm                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                     

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

A Real Church for Real People 


