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Church 

1190 Stahlheber Rd 

Hamilton, OH 45013 

 

Phone  

513-863-7553 

Fax  

513-863-7552 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday-Friday 

9:30— 2:30 

From Dan’s Desk 

Church Staff 

Dan Knisley                          

Senior Minister 

Dan@wscchamilton.org 

 

Daniel Stephens                          

Associate Minister of                 

Teens and Worship 

Daniel@wscchamilton.org 

 

Lance Whitehurst                    

Minister to Children 

Lance@wscchamilton.org 

 

Ellen Sippel                          

Secretary 

Ellen@wscchamilton.org 
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ON GIVING THANKS 

 Thanksgiving is arguably our most religious holiday in the sense that we as a 

nation pause specifically to thank God for His many blessings. But there’s the rub. To 

the self-sufficient, pausing to thank God for one’s possessions and accomplishments 

seems a redundancy, since they believe it is their effort alone that has gotten them 

such things. To the irreligious, Thanksgiving seems an absurdity; since they believe 

there is no God to thank. And to too many Americans, Thanksgiving consists of little 

more than eating, watching football, eating, watching more football, etc. 

 That’s why it’s good we be reminded as a nation to thank God, for “in Him we 

live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). Every dollar we earn, every accolade 

we receive, indeed, every breath we take is a gracious gift from Him. Thanksgiving 

serves to remind us of this. Or at least it should- of our utter dependence on God, and 

our obligation to thank Him for His gracious provisions. There is no room for pride or 

self-sufficiency here, for everything we have and are comes from Him. 

 In this sense, Thanksgiving is a call fro us as a nation to repent of our pride 

and self-sufficiency and humbly acknowledge our Creator. Abraham Lincoln said it far 

more eloquently than I ever could when he issued this proclamation on April 30, 1863, 

designating a day of national fasting and prayer, which would become the basis for 

our Thanksgiving Day. 

 He wrote: 

 “We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of heaven. We have 

been preserved, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We have grown in num-

bers, wealth and power, as no other nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten 

God. We have forgotten the gracious hand which preserved us in peace, and multi-

plied and enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly imagined, in the deceit-

fulness of our hearts, that all these blessings were produced by some superior wisdom 

and virtue of our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too self-

sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray 

to the God that made us! It behooves us, then to humble ourselves before the of-

fended Power, to confes our national sins. And to pray for clemency and forgiveness.” 

 What was true of America in 1863 is certainly true today. This Thanksgiving 
let’s come with humble hearts to thank God for His blessing. 

  
      For Him-    

      Dan 

 
      

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95118394
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 The 2012 elections will soon be over and America will have chosen a new president. Who-
ever that person is, whether Republican or Democrat, conservative or liberal, all of us as Chris-
tians are urged by Scripture to pray for our political leaders, In I Timothy 2:1-2 Paul writes: “I 
urge…that request, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone – for kings and 
all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” 
The goal of good government is to provide a peaceful and orderly society. (Romans 13:1-7) 
wherein the gospel may spread and God’s kingdom expand (I Timothy 2:3-1). Praying for our 
leaders helps provide this “fertile soil” for the work of the gospel. God honors such prayers with 
a peaceful society and receptive hearts as the gospel is proclaimed. 
 
 Praying for our leaders can also change their hearts to desire God’s will be done in gov-
ernment policy. When Nehemiah stood before King Artaxerxes desiring to return to Jerusalem 
and rebuild the city, he first prayed to God before making his request (Nehemiah 2:4-5). God 
honored that prayer by putting within the king’s heart the desire to allow Nehemiah to return to 
Jerusalem and rebuild it. 
 
 And God can and will change the hearts of political leaders today. If, for example, our 
new president favors policies which are contrary to God’s will (such as abortion rights and gay 
rights) we should pray that God change his heart, for the Bible tells us, “the kings heart is in the 
hand of the Lord; He directs it like a watercourse wherever He pleases” (Proverbs 21:1). And if 
our new president favors policies which are contrary to secular culture (such as the right to life 
for the unborn and the defense of marriage from gay marriage and civil unions), then we should 
pray that God keep his heart steadfast, for the Bible tells “remove the wicked from the king’s 
presence, and his throne will be established through righteousness” (Proverbs 25:5). 
So no matter who our next president is come this November, if God’s people pray for him and 
our other national leaders, it may be just the spark needed to turn this nation back to God. I 
hope so. Let’s pray so. 
 
      For Him-    

      Dan 

From Dan’s Desk 

Second  Thoughts 

Election Reflection 
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Children’s Chat Support our Troops 

Chaplain Ben Dillon:                                                               

67 Candler Ct. Cameron, 

N.C. 28376 

 

 Welsh, Eric                           
PSC1 Box2291                           
APO AE 09009                         

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Trivia 

Who came to rell Daniel “I am 

come to shew thee; for thou 

art greatly beloved.” ?  

Gabriel 

Daniel 9:23                         

 

Prayer Ministry Team: 

Linda Keller          

513-312-3587                  

Pat Brunner  

 896-6168                                                                                                                 

Helen James  

 867-8221                                                                                               

 I would like to ask the congregation to pray for our team  

going to Charlotte on November 23-25.  We have 14 team        

members,  a good mix of teens and adults.   While in Charlotte, 

we will be feeding the homeless along with working in the           

Operation Christmas Child processing center.  On Sunday, we are 

going to worship with a local church in Concord and then head for 

home.  It will be a busy weekend but I know it well be well worth 

it. 

 

 There are two important items that the Team Members of 

the Charlotte need be aware of: 

 

1. November 4:   A very brief, but important meeting concerning 
the trip. We will meet in the Middle School Room. 

 
2. November 11: Trip expense is due. Make checks out to West  
Side and give to me or Shelia,  just let Shelia know it is for the 
trip. 
 
 Middle School Kids save Sunday December 16th for a        
Christmas in the City trip. We will go to downtown Cincinnati and     
go ice skating, enjoy a horse drawn carriage ride, see the train 
display and  marvel at the decorations.  More information coming 
soon. 
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SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             

CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

 

Which tribes settled 

east of the Jordan 

River? 

Rueben & Gad            

Numbers 32 

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    

Donna Fisher-

Callie Grubb    

Sue Hamblin   

Diane Howe     

Lynda Huff      

John Layman  

Nilah Layman 

Tom Metcalf            

Karen Polen            

Mark Robinson 

Marie Sears             

Dorothy Thomas-

Sam Welch             

Laura Wylie               
All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Sophie Bovenizer    

Barb Colwell                                                  

Helen Dye                       

Anna George                     

Dolle Haven                  

Earl Kieser                       

Mae Lasley        

Geneva McSwain               

Dale Richter                      

Mag Thacker                          

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

Rachel Bamonti 

Kaley Ann Hicks  

Dale Lee                        

Jay McCarty                  

Myrtle Reatherford 

bereavement   

************* 

September  

Prayer  Focus: 

Schools  

Other: 

Logan Watson, 

Afghanistan 

   

 Veteran’s Day is set aside to remember our servicemen and women, who sacrificed their 

freedoms and sometimes their lives so we may have ours. On that day, the marching bands and 

choirs perform the service songs. Many listen and sing along, like they were listening to the radio, 

instead of paying attention to the words that remind everyone of these sacrifices.  

One of the most stirring is “Eternal Father, Strong to Save.” It is also known as the “Navy Hymn,” for 

it is sung worldwide by seafaring mariners, whether they be civilians or military personnel. 

“Eternal Father” is one of many prayers and songs that have been written to ask for God’s protection 

while travelling. Maritime travel was, and is, especially dangerous. Months, even years, could pass 

before the homefolk would receive a letter from their loved ones. God’s protective hand would insure 

that their loved ones had a safe, uneventful voyage. 

William Whiting (1825-1878) was an English music school teacher. One of his young students was 

about to sail for America. He wrote this as a prayer for safe travel while on this long, difficult voyage. 

Soon, the words were set to music composed by John B. Dykes (3/10/1823-1/22/1876), a promi-

nent English hymn composer and organist. His 300 compositions include “Holy, Holy, Holy” and 

“Jesus, the very thought of Thee.” 

It became a favorite of the British Royal Navy as well as the French navy. They carried this song 

throughout the world as they travelled the seven seas. Eventually, the hymn came to America. It be-

came such a favorite that the U.S. Naval Academy adopted it as one of their official songs. This asso-

ciation caused the song to be referred to as “The Navy Hymn.” 

Not many people know that this was Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s favorite hymn.  When he met 

with Pres. Franklin D. Roosevelt aboard a warship on the North Atlantic during World War II, Churchill 

requested this song be played. This may have been because he recognized FDR’s roles as former 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy during World War I and his current role as Commander-in-Chief of the 

U.S. armed forces. Later, it was played at FDR’s funeral in 1945. Nearly 20 years later, it was played 

at Pres. John F. Kennedy’s funeral. It was one of this former World War II naval hero’s favorites as 

well. 

Today, the song is still popular. Robert W. Morgan notes that as new branches of service are created 

new updated verses are added. (“Then Sings my Soul,” p. 137.)  Wikipedia lists 18 different versions 

and variants of the hymn. 

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

     

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    
Callie Grubb 

Thelma Hymer-

Lynda Huff               

Josiah Knisley   

John Layman  

Judy McCann 

Tom Metcalf            

Karen Polen   

Mark Robinson                 

Melanie Urban  

John Van Sickle          

Sam Welch             

Margaret 

Whiteinan          

Laura Wylie               
All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Sophie Bovenizer    

Barb Colwell                                                  

Helen Dye                       

Anna George                     

Dolle Haven                  

Earl Kieser                       

Mae Lasley        

Geneva McSwain               

Dale Richter              

Betty Sandlin                    

Mag Thacker                          

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

Robert Baldwin              

Ernie “Junior”  

Schanie 

bereavement   

************* 

October Prayer  

Focus: 

National                 

Leadership 

Other: 

Logan Watson, 

“Eternal Father! Strong to Save,                                                                                                           

Whose Arm hath bound the restless wave.                                                                                        

Who bid’st the might ocean deep                                                                                                             

Its own appointed limits keep.                                                                                                                   

O hear us when we cry to Thee                                                                                                                    

For those in peril on the sea.                                                                                                                    

“O Father, source of love and pow’r!                                                                                                            

Our brethren shield in danger’s hour,                                                                                              

From rock and tempest, fire and foe,                                                                                                   

Protect them wheresoe’er they go;                                                                                              

Thus ever more shall rise to Thee                                                                                                                

Glad hymns of praise from land and sea.” 

--William 

Whiting, 1860. 
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“But I am poor and sorrowful; 

Let Your salvation, O God, set me on high. 

I will praise the name of God with a song, 
And magnify Him with Thanksgiving.” 

Psalm 69:29, 30 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Reflections from Cards of Encouragement - This month’s theme is “God’s Bountiful Blessings”. 
 

Lifted Up by the Bountiful Blessings of God’s Grace  

 

“Save me, O God!. For the waters have come up to my neck.  I sink in deep mire, Where there is no standing; I have 

come into deep waters Where the floods overflow me.  I am weary with my crying; My throat is dry; My eyes fail 

while I wait for my God. . . .O God, You know my foolishness; And my sins are not hidden from You.”
 

 

        
Picture the scene of deep despair that David, the king of Israel, paints in Psalm 69, as he is under attack 

from his enemies.  Feelings of responsibility and guilt (foolishness) over the cause of his despair are mingled 
with his feelings of sinking, weariness, loneliness, and unfairness.   As David’s cries to God about his enemies 
intensify, we begin to see signs of hope.  Rays of light shine through the darkness of despair with encouraging 
words of God’s grace.   

 
“But as for me, my prayer is to You, O Lord, in the acceptable time; O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, 

Hear me in the truth of Your salvation. . . .Hear me, O Lord, for Your lovingkindness is good; 

Turn to me according to the multitude of Your tender mercies.”
 

 

     Gradually, David climbed out of the mire of despair as he grabbed hold of the rungs of God’s ladder of 
grace.  We see David emerge praising the name of God with a song.  David’s circumstances with his enemies 
had not changed, but his feelings of despair and guilt had been lifted with the bountiful blessings of God’s 
amazing grace.  
     Do you feel under attack from an enemy, your illness?  Can you identify with many of David’s emotions?  I 
certainly could during my illnesses.  At times I felt I was sinking in a mire heavy with despair and guilt.  During 
my treatments for cancer, I struggled with guilt about the burden my illness was putting on my family.  I 
questioned what “foolishness” I might have done to cause my illness.  Should I have exercised more, eaten 
better, taken vitamins, or avoided certain medications?  Was it caused by stress or environmental toxins?  I still 

don’t know, but God does.  And He lifted me with His grace.  He will lift you, too. 
      When we cry out to God, He lifts our sinking hearts and weariness with His grace of tender 
mercies.  He lifts our feelings of loneliness and unfairness with His grace of lovingkindness.  He 
lifts our guilt, our foolishness, and our sins with His grace of salvation through Jesus Christ—
God’s amazing grace.  So like David, we can sing and “magnify Him with thanksgiving.” 
 
 Dear God, thank You for your grace that lifts me each day I journey with this illness.  On the days 

I am struggling and feel I am sinking, help me remember to cry out for Your grace to lift me up.  On the days I 
am feeling stronger and everyday life is not so difficult, help me remember to thank You for your grace that 
gives me good days.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 

  
Reflections from Ministry 

You can pick up Encouragement Cards by the north door or next to the coffee area.   
Take a Bag of Hope to someone who needs encouragement.  

Let us know who to add to our mailing list for cards. 

 
Contact: Linda and Joe Kovarik @ 513.524.2372 – Email:  Lindabenzkov@gmail.com 

 
Scripture references are taken from The Personal Study Bible, New King James Version, Copyright © 1990, 1995, by Thomas 

Nelson, Inc. 

 

 

 
 

 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Light 
Encouragement Ministry 

eflecting 

Reflecting the light of God’s love, hope, and comfort 

 into the darkness of cancer and illness 

R 

1 Psalm 69:1-3, 5 

2 Psalm 69:13, 16 

3 Psalm 69:29, 30 
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Singing Seniors Rehearsals Start Nov. 11th 

Do you like to harmonize to old favorite hymns and Christmas songs? Our         

God lives in the praises of His people. We can make beautiful music of praise, 

whatever our age ! Especially to those of us who’ve enjoyed singing to and for our 

Lord for most of our lives, harmony is rich! Please pray about this and come join 

our (mature) voices together! We’ll plan to have short practice sessions to refresh 

our memories of  familiar songs. Daniel would like us to sing about once a month. Rehearsals are 

Sundays at  5:15 pm.  Thanks for giving up brief times of praise to our Lord’s glory and honor.  

                                                          -In His Service, 

                                                                     Winnie   
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 God’s Girls will be November  5 

 Kieser Small Group will meet November 13 & November 27 at the Kieser’s at 7pm  

 Seniors on the Go – – November 13– Casa Bianca formerly known as the White House 

Inn on Mulhauser Rd. Mitch Rhodus will provide free dessert.  

*********************************************************************************** 

Operation Christmas Child 

Volunteers are still needed !  Again, we will be a  relay center for Operation Christmas Child, November 12-19th. The hours of operation will 

be : 

        Help Needed: 

Monday   November 12  10:00 AM –   2:00 PM          1 for Food 

Tuesday   November 13    7:30 AM – 10:30 PM 4 Workers  & 2 Food  

Wednesday  November 14    2:00  PM –   6:00 PM 2 Workers   

Thursday  November 15  11:00 AM –    3:00 PM 1 for Food 

Friday   November 16  12:00 PM –     4:00 PM  2 Food 

Saturday  November 17    9:00 AM –    4:00 PM          1 Workers & 2 Food 

Sunday   November 18    1:00 PM –     5:00 PM         2 Food  

Monday   November 19    8:00 AM – 12 :00 PM   3 Workers  & 1 Food 

 

*************************************************************************************************** 

Dear West Side Family, 

 Thank you very much for the beautiful fall flowers for Del’s brother Junior’s visitation and funeral last Wednesday evening and 

Thursday morning. They added to the quiet beauty and dignity of his service, conducted by his hospice chaplain. We really appreciated  

those of you were able to come evening, to visit with Junior’s family ( our extended family.) Thank you: Bill, Margie, Dan, Helen, Ron, Tom, 

Julie, Al and Pete. Please forgive us if we forgot anyone who came.  

 Also thanks for the many beautiful cards– such meaningful thoughts and words we have received, and for prayers during the time 

of Junior’s illness. (Since Shizuko “went home to Jesus.”) The family still needs our prayers during these weeks following Junior’s passing 

on. (one grandson and his family will soon be returning to Japan, and the other grandchildren were unable to be here.) 

 We are thankful for such caring thoughtfulness from our Christian friends and family. 

       Love In Christ– Del and Winnie 

Youth Sunday  Schedule 

5:30 PM   Youth Worship in the Gym 

6:00 PM   Middle School Youth Group 

6:00 PM   Youth group 

Thank you so much for your prayers and the beautiful flowers for my dad.  

     -Robert Baldwin  

Please keep us in your prayers. 

     - Mary & Ron Buchanan 
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  Services 

Sunday: 

     Bible School       9:30 am 

 Worship Service   10:30 am 

 Singing Seniors Rehearsal    5:15 pm

 Youth Worship in Gym   5:30 pm 

 Evening Worship    6:00 pm 

 Youth & Middle Youth          6:00 pm  

 

Wednesday: 

         Women’s Bible Study          On Hiatus                 

 Evening Bible Study              6:30 pm 

 Worship Teams Practice    7:30 pm 

     

November 4   Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 5   God’s Girls                                                  

November 12     Operation Christmas Child      

November 13     Operation Christmas Child                                                     

November 13   Seniors on the go Casa Bianca                   

November 13   Small Groups @ the Kieser’s 

November 14     Operation Christmas Child        

November 15     Operation Christmas Child     

November 16     Operation Christmas Child       

November 17     Operation Christmas Child      

November 18     Operation Christmas Child       

November 19     Operation Christmas Child                                                                                                                                                   

November 19   Caller Deadline                            

November 20   Leadership Meeting                                

November 22     Church Office Closed                                

November 23     Church office Closed                             

November 23     OCC Charlotte Trip                    

November 24     OCC Charlotte Trip                           

November 25     OCC Charlotte Trip                                                                                           

November 27   Small Groups @ the Kieser’s  

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

Did you know that the biggest factor for church growth is not the man in the pulpit or the size of the building or the nature of the                

programming, but rather the people in the pews. That right, little old you can make or break a church when it comes to growth. 

So with apologies to David Letterman, here’s a list for your enjoyment of the “Top Ways To Keep Your Church From Growing”: 

If we do these things we should be able to successfully discourage visi-

tors from coming back. It’s worth a try to keep the church small, pure and friendly. (NOTE: This article is submitted tongue-in-cheek but it is 

food-for-thought. Let’s remember the words of Jesus that “he who would be the greatest among you must be the servant of all.” (Matthew 

20:26) and we will see our church grow,       

10. DOMINATE THE PARKING LOT                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Even if you’re strong & healthy, park as close as you can to the door. Ignore 

the needs of the elderly & families with young children. This also communi-

cates to visitors that they are less important than you.    

9. COME LATE TO CHURCH                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Sure it’s inconsiderate, but it’s not like you’re going to work or the ball-

game, right! Visitors will catch on & start coming late, too. 

8. LEAVE EARLY                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

This tells visitors that what you have to do is more important than worship 

service, and it tells the minister that whatever he has to say from the pulpit 

is not worth your time. Visitors may decide to follow you as you leave. 

7. STAY BUT IGNORE THE PROGRAM                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Don’t sing the hymns, don’t pay attention to the worship leader, don’t read 

the scripture references, & don’t pay attention to the sermon. Make sure 

others hear you whispering or see you reading your bulletin. This lets visi-

tors know that the worship hour is boring and irrelevant. 

6. CLAIM THE END OF THE PEW AND DON’T GIVE IT UP FOR ANY-

THING.                                                                                                                                      

Make visitors crawl over you to find a seat. They probably need the exer-

cise, right! After all, you need that end seat to get a jump on the crowd after 

church. 

5. LET VISITORS SEE YOUR DOLLAR BILL GOING INTO THE COLLEC-

TION PLATE.                                                                                                                             

That way they’ll catch on quickly that generous stewardship is no big deal. 

The church should be able to support excellent programming, staff, facili-

ties, and missions with a dollar a week from every worshipper. 

4. COMPLAIN                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

It doesn’t matter about what; just complain (about the length of service, the 

temperature in the sanctuary, or even the color of the minister’s tie!) this 

has a wonderful way of throwing a damper over the entire worship service. 

3. TALK TO PEOPLE YOU ALREADY KNOW                                                                                                                                                                                            

Visitors probably don’t care if you leave them standing there feeling awk-

ward because no one is speaking to them. It gives them a chance to look 

over the crowd. 

2. PLOW THROUGH THE HALLWAY IGNORING ANYONE NEEDING 

DIRECTIONS                                                                                                                            

That’s what ministers and greeters are for, right? 

1. LOOK FOR A REASON TO QUIT COMING TO CHURCH                                                                                                                                                                        

You’ll find it and so will visitors. 

Dan 


