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Ingratitude– The Root of All Evil ? 

   

 I know the Bible teaches that “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil’ (I 

Timothy 6:10), but ingratitude may be a close second. Indeed, someone once described 

ingratitude as “the father of all other sins,” and there is some truth to that. Consider, for 

example, Eve and the serpent in the Garden.  God had given she and Adam full access  

to all He had so abundantly provided, yet she desired the one thing the Lord told her  

was off limits (the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil) Does this not      

bespeak of ingratitude on her part? Does this not show that she had forgotten the   man-

ifold blessings of God and failed to thank Him for them? Could this not be at least    a 

partial basis for her desire for the forbidden fruit? If she had focused on what she did 

have rather than the one thing she didn’t have, maybe history would be different. 

 

 But lest I be perceived as being too hard on Eve, I need to point out that each of 

us are susceptible to the same thing. We forget all of God’s blessings and fail to thank 

Him for all we have, focusing instead on something we don’t have  that we think we 

should. America is the richest nation in the world, yet we are filled with ingratitude. High 

school graduates who believe that they are owed a college education, either from their 

parents or from the government. Young families whose “starter homes” must be 3000 

square feet whether they can afford them or not. Middle age folk who buy things they 

don’t need with money they don’t have to impress people they don’t like, in order to 

“keep up with the Jones’s”  For all of our wealth here in America we seem to be a terribly 

dissatisfied lot. 

 

 That’s the nub of the problem, and that’s why thanksgiving as a national         

holiday is so important. When we pause to thank God that we live in the richest, freest, 

best   nation on the face of the earth, it snaps us out of our ungrateful, materialistic  

mesmerization.  We as Christians ought to thank Him every day. As David wrote in Psalm 

103: “Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.” 

 

 When we forget the Lord’s benefits, when we become ungrateful for what we 

have, when we mistakenly believe that we are “entitled” to everything we have and more, 

then we are leading ourselves straight into sin. Thankfulness is what keeps us from    

going there. 

           

       For Him,   

                             Dan 
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A few notes from Neil and the leadership… 

 

From the leadership of WSCC: This past summer we decided to temporarily revert  

to a blended, one-service worship format on Sunday mornings. The main reason for 

this change was in anticipation of typically low summer attendance. After considering 

logistics, overall feedback received, and our desire for congregational growth and uni-

ty, we have decided that this one-service format will  continue on indefinitely.  Thank 

you for support as we continue to seek God's will for His kingdom through    this body 

of believers." 

 

A new video projector has been purchased. The old one was on its’ last legs. The          

cost of the new system was $4068.  To date (October 27th)  we have raised $3,401 

but we need $ 667. Please make a contribution to help defray the cost. Thanks so 

much. 

 

Becky Conover, campaign treasurer for M.I.C.S., has sent a thank you note for being 

such a good friend in helping Jay Henry’s mission.  WSCC has given $14,925.99     

towards our goal of $25,000 as of October 24
th
.  She praises the Lord each day that 

He has friends with the resources and they have chose to be stewards toward the 

success of the “Building for Eternity in India” campaign. 

The campaign is going well as pledges are close to the goal from all churches of 

$650,000.  The Pendra project was completed in June and improvements to the    

electrical services at Bethlehem Bible College Campus have been made.  Two new 

churches have now been completed and a mission house is almost ready.  These  

projects are made possible by our friends, like you, who are faithfully fulfilling their 

commitments. 

The campaign goal is the end of 2011 but the work will go on as funds come in. The 

mission’s team at WSCC thanks each person who is helping to meet our goal as well 

as thanks from Jay Henry and family.  

 

 
 

 

Shepherd’s Staff 

An elder’s insight.                                             

By Neil Geyer 
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Children’s Chat 

I hate to keep repeating myself but HELP!  I still need some volunteers to work with the kids on 

Sunday mornings.  I mainly need help with workers for the 4-K group during second hour.  We 

are starting to get young families interested in West Side but if we don’t have programming and 

staff for their kids they will not stay.   I also will need to have people willing to sit in the nursery to 

see if there are any babies that week and of course stay if there are. We have word of a new 

family or two that might give us a trial visit but they have babies and toddlers. Please help these 

young families; Some are not saved, help them find Jesus by being willing to work with their kids. 

 Also another area I still need some help would be on a monthly Friday night program we 

want to start.  It would be just one Friday Night a month and would be high energy, fun evening.  

I am taking care of the lesson part, so I need people to monitor the games in the gym, people to 

serve the pizza and pop and then someone to help with either a craft or service project for the 

night.  This program will be a big outreach to the community, but only if I have the staff to do it.  

Consider the opportunities that we have in Children’s Ministry and then let’s talk. 

As I write this we have not filled the Mission trip to Winslow, AZ.  If you are still interested in 

going, please see me. We want to get our team set and start working on team building.  Come 

minister to the Navajo people and help encourage the Red Sands Christian Church, a small   

congregation started by Navajo Trails. Let me list here some of the reasons Lifeline Christian 

Mission believes people should go on a mission trip. 

To enhance your personal spiritual growth 

 To cultivate a servant’s heart as you minister physically and spiritually to people in need 

 Increase mission awareness and involvement 

Experience a different culture.  

 Worship God with the locals.  

Encourage others 

Give hands-on help to the mission 

Be a witness of Christ's love  

Bonding with team members and the locals 

Exercise faith and increase your faith 

Obey Jesus’ “Great Commission” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

Build and strengthen your home church 

To open oneself to possible full time Christian service 

And if you bring you family with you on this trip there is the added bonus of spending time       

together as a family serving the Lord.  Please don’t let the fear of the expense keep you and  

your family from this possibly life changing experience. This trip will change the way you and your 

family looks at missions and life in general.  Step out on faith and know that with God all things 

are possible. Nothing else you do next summer will effect eternity as much as what can be      

accomplished on this trip.  See me concerning any questions or to sign up.  You may also visit 

the church’s web sight to sign up or for more information  
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Support our Troops 

 

Chaplain Ben Dillon                        
c/o Dawn Dillon                         
10736 Darneal Dr.              
Fountain, CO 80817 

Ben and Dawn will be going 
to Ft. Bragg N.C.                    

after Thanksgiving.                     
He has been assigned to the 

82nd Airborne Division. 

 

*********************** 

 

There is still time to 
join the Christmas 

Choir. Rehearsals are 
Sundays from 4:30 

pm to 5:45 pm                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             
CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

 

Which tribes settled 

east of the Jordan 

River? 

Rueben & Gad            

Numbers 32 
Claude Ely, born 7/22/1922 in Puckett’s Creek, VA. ,was 12, when he          

contracted tuberculosis. To pass the time, his Uncle Leander gave him an old 

guitar. Besides practicing the guitar, he prayed.  He already had a deep faith in 

the Lord,  One day, his prayers were answered. Claude declared that “I’m not 

gonna die” and began singing. It is quite possible that day that God also gave 

him a song, “There Ain’t no Grave That’s Gonna Hold my Body Down.” 

The young man became a Pentecostal preacher & travelled the Appalachian 

sawdust (coal dust?) trail. He became a familiar sight as he came to town   

wearing his trademark cowboy hat & a guitar slung upon his back. His car was 

outfitted with a p.a. system & roof-mounted speaker, so he could advertise his 

revivals while driving around town. 

Soon, King Records of Cincinnati signed him to a recording contract. They 

dubbed him the “Gospel Ranger” & arranged for him to finally copyright “Ain’t no 

Grave,” even though he had written it down in 1934. 

King Records sent a mobile recording unit to one of Ely’s church services.      

The resulting recording not only contained “Grave” but also some powerful 

preaching. When hearing this 1953 recording, you not only hear but feel the 

power of the song and his delivery. You can also hear the musical influence     

he had on young Southern musicians, particularly the Sun Records roster,    

especially Elvis Presley. Elvis’ mother, Gladys, often took “her boy” to see Broth-

er Claude’s revivals. Ely prayed with them and it is said that he blessed Elvis at 

least once. You can hear the musical influences on Elvis’ early records. (Ely had 

an obvious influence on Sun’s Johnny Cash, as “Grave” was one of the last 

songs he recorded in his long and legendary career.) 

Through the years, Ely was the lead evangelist in churches in Kentucky, Virginia, 

and the Greater Cincinnati area. He also had a radio program, “The Gospel 

Ranger,” which aired throughout the South. Through his evangelistic endeavors, 

he developed a following that still exists today, not only in the USA, but       

worldwide. Foreign record companies re-issue his King sides that recognize his 

musical contributions, but aren’t familiar with fiery Pentacostalism. 

On May 7, 1978, Brother Claude was preaching at his Newport, KY church. He 

sat down at the organ and began performing “Where Could I go, but to the 

Lord.” Halfway through the song, he collapsed and died of a heart attack.     

Ironically, someone had brought an audio tape recorder that day. His tape    

recorder not only captured the service, but Ely’s death as well 

Today, Ely’s memory burns bright not only in the collective memories of his    

family and friends, but the thousands who heard him on records, radio, and      

in-person. His nephew, Macel Ely II, a licensed private investigator and one-time 

journalist wrote a biography, “Ain’t no Grave,” which was published by Dust-to-

Digital Productions in 2011. Dust-to-Digital’s press release notes that, “decades 

after his legendary death, many fans still seem mesmerized and touched by this 

humble man’s quick wit and sincere desire to share the Gospel’s Good News 

with everyone who would listen to his message of hope and love… Ely passed 

along a musical and spiritual influence that can be heard today… This book 

chronicles the life of one man who made an eternal impact on the thousands of 

Appalachian dwellers. His simple sermons and folkloric songs are still providing 

assurance, hope, and faith to many mountain people.” 

May I add, Ely’s music is providing the same to many non-mountain people 

around the world as well!       

 

 

 

 

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    
Roxie Ball               

Janet Fields  

Eunice Murphy      

Kurt New             

Amanda Robbins                            

Del Schanie  Kev-

in Schanie Pete 

Taylor              

Tammy Theiman                
All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Sophie Bovenizer    

Bill Chamberlain   

Barb Colwell                                                  

Helen Dye                       

Anna George                     

Dolle Haven                  

Earl Kieser                       

Mae Lasley                

Dale Richter                      

Mag Thacker                          

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

Pat Baker                  

Floyd Grubb              

Katie Reichle                          

bereavement   

************* 

 Bible Trivia 

Which book of the Bible 

contains these words, 

“Enter into His gates 

with Thanksgiving and 

into His courts with 

praise: Be thankful unto 

Him and bless His 

name.”? 

   

Psalm 100:4 
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 Seniors on the Go will be going to Houston’s Restaurant on Rt 42 in Lebanon.     

November 8th  

 Small Groups will meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays at the Kieser’s. 

 Women’s Bible study is on hiatus until January. 

 Rehearsals for the Christmas Choir are be Sundays from 4:30pm-5:45pm. Sign up sheet is at the  

Welcome Center.  

 God’s Girls will meet Monday November 7th at 10:00 am 

 

I want to thank all my church family for their cards, prayers and visits concerning 

the loss of my sister Katie Reichle. Your support meant so much to us at this 

time. 

Red and Faye Reatherford 

 

 

There are three separate sign up sheets on the Welcome Center  for Operation Christmas Child. 

1. We still need members or friends for the week of the collection. 

2. There is a specific sheet for preparing food for the workers. 6-10 people each day. Just sandwiches and 

soup or something simple. 

3. There is a separate sheet for cookies to be given to those who drop off boxes. 

4. We need people with covered trucks or vans to transport the cartons to Mt. Healthy. We should have a 

delivery every day. 

 

The dates and times for Operation Christmas Child are: 

 

Monday   November 14    10am-2pm                                                                                                                          

Tuesday   November 15    12pm-4pm                                                                                                                           

Wednesday  November 16    8am-12pm                                                                                                             

Thursday  November 17    3pm-7pm                                                                                                                        

Friday              November 18    3pm-7pm                                                                                                                                  

Saturday   November 19    8am-4pm                                                                                                                           

Sunday   November 20    1pm-5pm                                                                                                                              

Monday   November 21    8am-12pm  
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  Services 

Sunday: 

     Bible School       9:30 am 

 Worship Service  10:30 am  

 Christmas Choir                  4:30 pm                                        

 Evening Worship    6:00 pm 

 Youth Group     6:00 pm  

Wednesday: 

 Women’s Bible Study         On Hiatus                  

 Evening Bible Study             6:30 pm    

  

   

  

  

West Side Church of Christ 

1190 Stahlheber Rd. 

Hamilton, OH  45013 

Phone: 513-863-7553 

Fax: 513-863-7552 

Email: office@wscchamilton.com 

Nov 6  Daylight Savings Time ENDS                                                                                                                                                                                 

Nov 6  Christmas  Choir Rehearsal                                                                                                                                                                                  

Nov 7  God’s Girls                                                           

Nov 8   Fun Bunch  @ Houston’s                                                                                                                                           

Nov 8  Staff meeting 10:30 am                    

Nov 8     Small Group @ the Kieser’s           

Nov 13  Christmas  Choir Rehearsal                

Nov 14  Operation Christmas Child               

Nov 15  Operation Christmas Child                

Nov 15         Staff meeting 10:30 am                     

Nov 15         Leadership meeting 11:30 am   

Nov 16  Operation Christmas Child               

Nov 17  Operation Christmas Child              

Nov 18  Operation Christmas Child      

Nov 19  Operation Christmas Child      

Nov 20  Operation Christmas Child                                                             

Nov 20  Christmas  Choir Rehearsal      

Nov 21  Operation Christmas Child                          

Nov 21  Caller deadline                                    

Nov 22        Small Group @ the Kieser’s               

Nov 27  Christmas  Choir Rehearsal 

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

A Real Church...for real people 


