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Church

West Side Church of Christ CALLER

From Dan’s Desk

1190 Stahlheber Rd

The Mother of All Virtues

Hamilton, OH 45013

Phone
513-863-7553
Fax
513-863-7552

Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:00— 3:00

Gratitude has been called the mother of all virtues. From
gratitude springs contentment, joy, humility and a host of other positive character traits that help make us the kind of people God wants us to be. Conversely,
it is ingratitude that makes us miserable and pits us against our fellow man in
never ending competition for a “bigger slice of the pie.” Perhaps that is why the
Bible tells us to “give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.” (I Thessalonians 5:18) God is pleased with those whose hearts
are filled with humble gratitude, for it gives us joy and gives Him glory. But to
those who see no reason to give thanks despite their many blessings, such fills
God’s heart with pain and makes such people a miserable lot. The first step to
godliness then is a heart filled with thanks and the first step to godlessness is
that wicked thanklessness which contemptuously disregards the many blessings God has poured out upon us.
So we come into the Thanksgiving season, God helps us
to repent of the sin of thanklessness and humbly thank Him for His many blessings. Consider the follow:

Church Staff
Dan Knisley
Senior Minister
Dan@wscchamilton.org

David Schneller
Associate Minister of
Teens and Worship

We are richer then 98% of the people in the world.
We are more free than any other nation in the world.
The saving gospel of Jesus Christ has been preached in
this land since the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock
some 400 years ago.

David@wscchamilton.org

Pete Taylor
Minister to Seniors
Pete@wscchamilton.org

Lance Whitehurst
Children’s Minister

God did not spare His only Son, but gave him up for us all,
that we might escape Hell and gain Heaven. If God gave us no other blessing in
this life but escape from Hell by the sacrifice of His only Son, wouldn’t that be
enough? Do any of us have the right to complain?
So the next time we’re tempted to grumble, let’s stop and
humbly thank God for all He has given us. It will make us better and holier people if we do.

Ellen Sippel
Secretary
Ellen@wscchamilton.org

For Him,
Dan
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From David's Pondering Pool...
Grasping God’s Forgiveness
A student once came to me with an incredibly powerful predicament. She had informed me that she was currently in a moment of
frustration in her faith. This particular student (we’ll call her “Suzy” for the sake of this article) was having a lot of trouble understanding how it is that God could forgive her of her sins, when she could not come to “forgive herself” for the things she’d done.
Suzy had gone to church, believed in Christ, repented of her sins, been baptized, and walked with the Lord, but she still held onto
this worry that she was living outside of God’s forgiveness. She came to me hoping for clarity, assurance, and advice. Since Suzy’s
dilemma is one which I would venture to say many of us have faced at some point in life, I’d like to share with you the gist of my
response that I sent to her in a message.
“Dear Suzy,
Thank you for being brave enough to seek help with this issue you’re facing right now. Your question is incredibly important! I'm
not sure whether or not everyone has dealt with this same struggle, but I can definitely say that I've fought with your same problem at different times in my life. I'll try to share with you the things that God has taught me in the moments when I’ve doubted His
forgiveness. I hope that they will speak to you and to your situation today.
In my experience, the real problem we face is that we cannot fully understand God’s forgiveness for us. Whenever we see our
situation from our perspective rather than His, we have a hard time grasping how God could forgive us for the sins we carry. Basically, it’s my understanding that there are two major reasons why Christians struggle with being able to “forgive themselves:” (1)
Because they don’t truly “feel” forgiven by God, and (2) Because they continue to struggle with the things for which they’ve been
forgiven.
(1) In my life, the times when I haven't been able to “forgive myself” have mainly come in times when I didn't “feel” forgiven. In
other words I just didn't feel like I was close to God. I “felt” like He was distancing Himself from me because of my sin. Because I
“felt” like God was far from me, I thought the distance came from the fact that maybe He hadn't really forgiven me of my sins. So
how do we overcome this cause for doubting God’s forgiveness?
First of all, it's important to remember that sometimes our FEELINGS are not always FACTUAL. In other words, just because I don't
FEEL like I'm not forgiven doesn't necessarily mean that's actually the truth. Think about when you were a little kid. If you're like
most kids, you grew up believing that Santa Claus was real, that he came down your chimney, and that he was the way that all
those presents turned up under your tree on Christmas morning. When you were little, you probably FELT like that was the absolute truth. As you now know, though, just because you FELT that Santa was real didn’t make it FACTUAL. In the same way, you are
now FEELING like you have not been forgiven by God, but that's not the FACTUAL truth. We can be sure of this because the Bible is
clear about what a forgiven heart looks like. If we have believed that Jesus really is the Son of God, confessed that we are sinners
and that Jesus is our only Savior, “repented of” (or “turned away from”) our sins, been baptized for forgiveness and for the gift of
the Holy Spirit, and walked with Jesus, then God’s Word gives us the promise that we've been forgiven of our sins. Having known
you for the time that I have, I believe whole-heartedly that you have done the things that reveal a heart that has been forgiven.
Though you may not “feel” forgiven, God’s Word shows us that the “factual” truth is that indeed you have been.
(2) The second major reason why people can't forgive themselves is because they continue to struggle with the very sins they've
been forgiven of. We often live through this vicious “Ferris Wheel” cycle of life: closeness with God, sin, distance from Him, crying
out for help, then closeness once again. The problem with this lifestyle is that it all seems to repeat itself over and over and over
again. We do the same things that bring us down, we ask for forgiveness, God brings us back to Him, and then we sometimes go
right back to our “same old sins.” We start to feel like we can't forgive ourselves because we're worried that God won't forgive us
for repeating in our sins over and over.
If you are facing this struggle, it has helped me to remember two things: God will always welcome you home, and you were never
meant to struggle on your own.
The Bible shows that no matter how many times we’ve sinned and run away from God, He is ALWAYS willing to welcome us back
when we truly ask for forgiveness and turn away from our sin. God doesn't want for life to feel like a Ferris Wheel. He doesn't want
for us to keep going through times when sin separates us from Him, and He will always welcome us back when we sincerely come
to Him.
Continue page 6
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Bible Trivia

Support our Troops
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Norton
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Attn:
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LCPL Arnold, Charles
403 Jessica Ct.
Richlands, NC 28574

APO, AE 09374

Deuteronomy 9:4

SPC Baas, Matthew
C-RAM
FOB Prosperity
APO, AE 09348

“Where are you going?” Mrs. Maltbie Babcock often asked her
husband. She already knew the answer to this frequently asked question.
“I’m going out to see my Father’s world.” he’d reply before going on his
morning constitutional.

PVT Owens, Saxton T.
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1
Unit 73145 FPO
AEO9510-3145

Chaplain Ben Dillon
c/o Dawn Dillon
10736 Darneal Dr.
Fountain, CO 80817

For Maltbie Babcock (born 8/13/1858, Syracuse, NY) used his
walks for inspiration as well as exercise. Babcock was born into a socially
prominent family who could afford to send him to Syracuse University and
Auburn Theological Seminary. He was a gifted student and athlete. Maltbie
was a skilled musician who played the organ, piano and violin.

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy
What SEC.
was unique
CLB-46,
Co.
Balaam’s
Unitabout
72022
EPO-AE09509-2022
donkey?

Babcock’s hymn extols the inspirational beauty of his Father’s
world.

“This is my Father’s World,
and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and ‘round me rings
the music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s World
I rest me in the thought of rocks and trees,
of skies and seas
His Hand the wonders wrought.”

Why was Passover
celebrated?

As a reminder of
God’s deliverance
from Egypt.
Exodus 13:8

The organist, Frances L. Sheppard, friend of the Babcock’s composed a melody for his friend’s poem. He later included it in his 1915 hymnal, “Allelujah.” Sheppard helped popularize the hymn through his ministry
and music through out the country.

What was Pharaoh’s
daughter at the Nile
the day Moses floated
by ?
She had come to
bathe.
Exodus 2:5

Why did God cause a
consuming fire to
burn along the outer
edges of the Israelite
camp?

Another verse includes some timely words for today:
Because He heard
them complaining

“That though the wrong seems oft’ so strong, God is the Ruler yet.”

Numbers 11:1

PTC Watson, Garth
1st PLT Hellraisers
BlackJack troop Fly-15
Calavary
3576 Wilson Road
FT Knox, KY 40121-5723

After he died, Mrs. Babcock, collected some of her late husband’s
writings and published them in a book titled, “Thoughts for Everyday Living.” “This Is My Father’s World” (all sixteen verses!) was included.

He could speak.
Numbers 22:28

PVT Owens, Saxon
T.1/6 WPNS co.
CAAT1
Unit 73145
FPO AEO9510-3145

Babcock got to see his Father’s heavenly world when he died suddenly on May 18, 1901 in Naples, Italy while on a trip to visit the Holy
Land. He was only 43 years old.

Because the Anakites
were evil..

SGT Michael McNally
G-Company
2-32 FAR
COB Spiecher
APO AE 09393

After graduation, Babcock answered the call of the ministry. His
first church was in picturesque Lockport, NY, where his long walks gave
him an awesome view of Lake Ontario. The long walks gave him inspiration for his sermons, poems and music. Many times he would write them
down afterwards.
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Seniors on the Go– November 11th- 11:00 AM Houston’s
Restaurant



Seniors on the Go– - December 7th 1130 AM Hueston
Woods Lodge



Don’t forget choir rehearsal! Only a few weeks of practice
left

Women’s Bible Study will be doing a Beth Moore study on
Revelation beginning November 17.




Max Haven will be 95 on November 3rd. The family is asking that we remember him with a card shower.



We are accepting donations for finger foods or baked goods that are finger
foods for the November 6th Fall Family Festival Bring them by 5pm on Saturday night or earlier. Lance will be at the church no later than noon.
Norma Ramsey would like to thank everyone for their love &
support during this time. She has received over 50 cards and
appreciates everyone so much.

Emily Dent joined by baptism October 7th
Jennifer Dent joined by baptism October 7th
Chris & Kim Thompson joined by baptism October 24;
Eva Baker joined by rededication October 24;
George McNally joined by baptism October 27
Jonathan Tyler Baker joined by baptism June 17

REQUESTS FOR
PRAYER
******************************

Bitsy Adams
Bill Chamberlain
Melissa Donaldson
Max Haven
Earl Kieser
Dan Knisley
Jim Newkirk
Red Reatherford
Pat Witt
All with health concerns
*****************************

Sophie Bovenizer
Helen Dye
Anna George
Max & Dolle Haven
Earl Kieser
Mae Lasley
Frankie Nutter
Dale Richter
Ruby Wyatt

homebound
*****************
Bill Ramsey
Junior Caldwell

West Side Church of Christ Is A polling place. The election is
November 2.

From David's Pondering Pool…
If you are having a hard time “forgiving yourself” because you keep struggling with the same
sins you've been forgiven of over and over, get help with it. The “churchy” word for this concept is “accountability.” Accountability is often hard at first, but trust me, it's definitely worth it.
You were never meant to face this struggle alone. Talk with your parents about it. Have them
keep up with asking you how you're doing facing those struggles. Maybe you could talk with
one of your older siblings about it. Maybe you could talk with a youth leader at your church that
you trust. Whoever it is, make sure that you have someone who is a Christian who you respect
and who will keep up with you and see how you're doing if this has become a barrier in believing God’s forgiveness.”
I suspect that Suzy’s same struggle is shared by many in the church. I hope that this look at
two of the biggest hurdles we face in trusting God’s forgiveness as Christians will help you if
you find yourself in a similar situation.

breavement
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A Real Church...for real people
West Side Church of Christ
1190 Stahlheber Rd.
Hamilton, OH 45013
Phone: 513-863-7553
Fax: 513-863-7552
Email: wscchamilton@yahoo.com

EVENTS AT A GLANCE
November 1
November 2
November 3
November 6
November 7
November 8
November 10
November 14
November 17
November 18
November 21
November 24
November 25
November 26

God’s Girls
Election WSCC polling
Place
Women’s Bible Study
Fall Family Festival
Daylight Savings Time
Ends
Caller Deadline
Women’s Bible Study
Dr. Lee Mason, Speaker
Women’s Bible Study
Bunko
Dr Lee. Mason, Speaker
Women’s Bible Study
Thanksgiving Church
Office Closed
Church Office Closed

Regular Services
Sunday:
Traditional Service
Bible School
Contemporary Service
Choir Rehearsal
Evening Worship
Youth Meeting

9:00 am
10:15 am
11:15 am
4:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Women’s Bible Study
Evening Bible Study

9:30 am
6:30 pm

Fifth Sunday:
Bible School
Combined Service

9:30 am
10:30 am

