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Church

West Side Church of Christ CALLER

From Dan’s Desk

1190 Stahlheber Rd
Hamilton, OH 45013

Phone
513-863-7553
Fax
513-863-7552

She Did What She Could
When Jesus was anointed with perfume by a woman while
at the home of Simon she was criticized for it, but Jesus
defended her by saying “leave her alone...she did what she
could.” (Mark 14:6,8)

Office Hours

She did what she could. What a fitting tribute to mothers
everywhere. Today we say “thanks” to you Mom, because
Monday-Friday you did what you could. You did what you could to provide
9:30— 2:30
for us. You did what you could to shelter us. You did what
you could to keep us on the straight and narrow path. For
all you’ve done, for all the sacrifices you’ve made, for all
Church Staff
the tears you’ve shed and the love you gave, we just want
Dan Knisley
to say thanks because we know you did what you could.
Senior Minister

Dan@wscchamilton.org

Daniel Stephens
Associate Minister of
Teens and Worship
Daniel@wscchamilton.org

Lance Whitehurst
Minister to Children

And the Lord knows that also. He sees what you have done
and understands your heart. So do not think your toils are
unseen or unappreciated. The Lord sees and knows, and so
do your children. And even though it may not be said as
often as it should, the words of the Lord that day speak
truthfully of you- “She did what she could. For that we are
grateful.” Happy Mother’s Day.

Lance@wscchamilton.org

Ellen Sippel

For Him,

Secretary
Ellen@wscchamilton.org

Dan
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MISSION SPOTLIGHT
This month's mission spotlight is Philokalia Ministries (Jerry and Pam Headen).
The year 2012 was a thriving year for Philokalia Ministries. They continue to see spiritual growth and
increasing maturity in their congregation, with the younger members continuing to be those who display
this most explicitly. They have been active, recently distributing Christian literature in areas near the
ministry center. Some recent prayer requests in the worship times have indicated that the annual retreat
held in March this year is bearing fruit in the lives of those who attended, having awakened awareness of
some areas of need in their lives
The work project for people in need, the Rainbow Tree, which makes gift bags, cards, and various other
items using saa paper (handmade mulberry paper), continues to provide income for those involved.
Work on the multipurpose building at the ministry center has been ongoing. The walls are all up and
plastered and a primer applied to the plaster. Currently, interior work is continuing, with the ceilings
installed and flooring in progress. There are sufficient funds committed to complete the main area
currently under construction, and a small amount on hand toward construction of the separate kitchen/
bathroom building. At every step of the way since work began in October, the Lord has provided funds
as needed, for which we praise and thank Him.
The Philokalia youth organized a Valentine's day party as a followup to the annual youth retreat held
last October, inviting all those who attended the retreat and also youth in the nearby community of San
Ba Ha, with twenty five attending. It was a good opportunity to continue relationships made through the
retreat and develop relationships with some of the nearby youth. In addition to games and eats, the
program included watching the movie "The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe" based on the well known
novel by C.S. Lewis, with follow-up discussion groups led by several of the Philokalia youth, focusing on
God's love for us as shown in Christ. A personal testimony was given by Muay, one of the pillars of the
Philokalia youth group. Pray that these relationships will continue to strengthen so that spiritual fruit may
be born in the lives of these young people in the days ahead.
In mid January Jerry had the opportunity to teach in a one week leadership training seminar for Ngochang
and other related people groups that live in the Kachin State area of Myanmar. The seminar was held in
Chiang Mai with twenty in attendance. He was asked to teach on the biblical concept of blessing and so
led a study of how the vocabulary of blessing is used throughout scripture, as well as addressing the
problems of what is known as the "prosperity gospel" or the "health and wealth gospel" which has made
its way to Southeast Asia from the West. Everyone expressed their appreciation for their improved
understanding from the class.
The entire team of Philokalia Ministries wish to extend their thanks to you for your continued generous
support, we couldn't do it without you.
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Children’s Chat

Some of you might have noticed that we have taken a
couple of the Reserved for Seniors parking spots by the
side door away, and replaced them with Stork signs.
This was done to allow room for Nursery families so
they can park closer to the nursery. When you have a
little one in the nursery you are usually bring a car
seat and a diaper bag at least so parking close to the
nursery should be a help for our young families.
I am in full swing rounding up helpers for Vacation
Bible School. If you are able to work let me know and we will find a spot for you.
VBS is June 24-28 from 9am-12:15pm. In order to help offset the cost of VBS we
would appreciate any donations to help with snack or craft. Below is a list of
needed crafts supplies and next month I will include a list of needed snack ideas.
Donations can be placed in my office on the round table.
Parents and Middle Schoolers if you are on facebook and have not yet found
out I have a FB page just for the Middle School Ministry. I will be posting events,
announcements and even some pictures from events. Friend request Westside
Middle.

Donations for Crafts
Regular 1 pint canning jars (no lids)

Magic Markers (Bright colors)

Assorted color/sizes glass beads (not plastic)

Pipe Cleaners (bright colors)

Battery Tea light Candles

Black Crayons

36” shoe strings (dark colors)

Cash donations designated to VBS
(we will shop for you)
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REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER

Chaplain Ben Dillon:

Ben and Dawn
67 Candler Ct.
Cameron, N.C. 28376

Bible Trivia
When God appeared to
Ezekiel what did He give him
to eat?

Ezekiel 3:1-3
A scroll

May Prayer
Focus:
Growing Your
Faith

Prayer Ministry Team:

Linda Keller
513-312-3587
Pat Brunner
896-6168
Helen James
867-8221

Above the Hudson River in New York stands West Point Military Academy.
Inside the river is Constitution Island, which contains a summer house that
was once owned by two sisters, the creators of one of our most beloved
hymns. The sisters were Susan (1824-1885) and Anna (1820-1915)
Warner, daughters of a New York attorney whose family had fought in the
Revolutionary War. One uncle had once served as West Point’s chaplain,
which is how the family became acquainted with the area. The brothers
purchased the island in 1836 with plans to open a summer resort.
They had only built the servants’ quarters when financial setbacks caused the
family to lose their fortune and their New York home. Henry moved his
family there, while attempting to restore the family fortune. The family’s
financial problems also led the sisters to examine their faith in Christ. They
gave their lives to Jesus in 1841. Soon, they also began studying the Bible.
Eventually, Susan and Anna began teaching Bible classes and memorizing
lengthy passages from it.
As a hobby, the imaginative sisters began creating and telling original
stories. With the family’s encouragement, they began writing them down.
Soon, their father was shopping their manuscripts to New York contacts,
hoping that the books would help pay down the family’s debts. After the
first book was published in 1851, words poured from the sisters’ pens.
Although they published dozens of books in their lifetimes, they rarely
received just compensation, as many of their books were published in
unauthorized editions from which they made no money.
One of their best-sellers was “Say and Seal” (1860), which was widely
read in its day, but is forgotten today. One episode from the book wasn’t
forgotten, however. Toward the end of the book, one of young characters
asked to hear a song. the end of the book, one of young characters asked to
hear a song. His friend began singing “Jesus Loves Me.”
In the mid-1870s, West Point officials asked the sisters to teach a weekly
Sunday School class for the young Army cadets. Soon, the sight of cadets
rowing to the island estate for class became a familiar sight. Through their
Christian examples and Bible studies, the sisters became beloved members
of the West Point Community. When Susan died in 1885, Anna continued
teaching and writing until her 1915 death. Both women were accorded the
distinction of being buried with full military honors in the West Point
cemetery.
An interesting postscript to this story: One of “Say and Soul’s” readers was
William Bradbury (10/6/1816-1/1868), a prolific hymn composer and musician. He was so moved by the book’s poem that he composed the music and
the chorus for “Jesus Loves Me.” Since its 1862 publication, it has become a
world-wide favorite. The hymn’s simple message and melody made it easy
to teach young children as well as older Christian converts.
“Jesus loves me, this I know, For the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong,-They are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.”
--Anna Warner, 1860

**************************
SFC Michael P. Norton
Attn:
AnyAnderson
Solider
Randy
HHCBea
34thArnold
ID DIVENG
Unit # 117
Baker
APO,Eva
AE 09374

Nell Bassitt

PVT Owens, Saxton T.
Fisher
1/6Donna
WPNS co.
CAAT1
Unit Neil
73145Geyer
FPO
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Callie Grubb

Thelma
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Sharon Long
Judy McCann
Tom Metcalf
Maxine Owens
Mark Robinson
Chad Smith
Danny Sterman
Melanie Urban
Pris Waldren
Sam Welch
Shirley Welch
Shirley Welch
Roger Young
Linda Zurr
All with health
concerns

**************************

Sophie Bovenizer
Barb Colwell
Mae Lasley
Dale Richter
Mag Thacker
Ruby Wyatt

homebound
Which tribes settled
*************
east of the Jordan

Barbara
Anderson
River?
Ben Frankel
Bettie Jones

Rueben & Gad
Numbers 32

Support our Troops

bereavement
*************
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PRAYER MATTERS

from the Prayer Ministry Team

Adapted from The Power of Simple Prayer by Joyce Meyer

WEEK OF FASTING FOR MAY: May 19 thru the 25th. Pray and fast at least one meal for lost souls,
church growth, church finances, our missionaries and that our nation will turn back to God.
When our hearts cry out, “Lord, teach me to pray," God answers. We do not learn how to pray, simply by
becoming a Christian or by going to church--even if we have been attending for years and years. We
learn to pray more effectively over time as we develop a personal relationship with God. He has made
each of us uniquely and He teaches us to pray in ways that celebrate and express who He has created
us to be. He wants us as individuals to relate to Him through prayer in uniquely personal ways.
Our personal faith in God and our personal relationship with Him directly affect the quality and
effectiveness of our prayers. In fact, being God's friend is the most important key to a vibrant,
dynamic prayer life. He wants us to draw near to Him, and to listen as He shares His heart with us.
In the context of a personal relationship with God, we will continue to learn how to pray.
PRAYER POINTS:
1) If you are frustrated in your prayer life and wondering whether your prayers are really effective, then
cry out from your heart, "Lord, teach me to pray!"
2) The depth and strength of our personal prayer lives directly relate to the depth and strength of our
personal relationship with God.
3) Prayer is simple. It is nothing more than talking and listening to God.
4) In teaching us to pray, God deals with us as individuals with unique personalities, diverse
temperaments, and different ways of communicating. We need to be careful not to compare
ourselves with others and to just be ourselves and let Him teach us to pray.
5) Being a friend of God--and all that entails--is the key to effective prayer.
6) Developing a loving relationship with God takes time and energy, but it is the best investment of
time and energy we can possibly make.
7) Approaching God on the basis of a loving relationship enables us to pray bold prayers. As the
relationship becomes more intimate, our boldness increases.
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Mt. Healthy Christian Village Auxiliary Membership Report 2013
MHCV Auxiliary is very thankful for West Side Church of Christ’s membership fees and extra donations in
2013! Our totals for the 2013 membership drive are:
11 Individuals at $3.00=$33.00 (+$29.00 in donations) for 11 people
17 Families at $5.00 =$85.00 (+$40.00 in donations) for 44 people
28 memberships : $118.00 + $39.00 in donations for 55 people total.
WSCC Total amount turned in on 4/8/13 = $157.00
We have decreased this year in both total amounts and number of people represented in memberships.
Under last year’s figures, however, additional donations increased! Thank you so much for your support
and help! Many small gifts from many people help to make life nicer for the residents of Mt. Healthy.
The Auxiliary meeting on April 8 was held in the beautifully remodeled chapel, funded by the group.
Chaplain Alan Weber thanked us also for a new clip-on piano light, evident on the baby grand piano,
(donated by the bookstore) on the platform.
Various staff members thanked us for extra things provided for the residents; welcome baskets to new residents, special outings and activities for them, birthday presents for them, as well as upgrading of the facilities. Rita, DON, reported that the nursing section is at full census. With only one nursing bed open, and the
“nurse on a stick” we’ve provided (for taking vitals) is a great blessing. She had two requests: 1.) a second
stand-lift, as there are currently 20 residents on each nursing floor who need assistance to stand from bed;
and 2.) the need for 70 chart ring binders , 2’-3’ depth, to keep papers from becoming lost out of charts.
The AL section is also growing, and another home (Mercy Franciscan) is closing in three months. Residents
there, including a priest, look at MHCV as “the best place to live,” so more are coming!
The Jack Eick Memorial Walk-a-Thon will be June 22 from 8:30-10:30 am. We need walkers and sponsors
for them to raise funds for staff special requests. You can find “Steps that Count” forms on the bulletin
board! They first walk around the building at own pace! See the announcement on the bulletin board and in
future Sunday bulletins and Caller regarding the Walk-a-Thon (June 22) and sponsor forms. (As time grows
closer to other special events at Mt. Healthy, those dates and times can be found in those places.)
The Auxiliary and the gift shop have also helped other improvements at Mt. Healthy. Presently, a new arts
and craft studio has been completed and a grand opening was held on April 9th with a program. Ed Wilson,
head of maintenance and grounds, and his crew are now working on relocating offices up and /or down, to
be nearer to others with whom the staff works and interacts.
Since nicer, warmer weather is on the way, staff and residents alike have asked for 3-4 seats in front of
each building.
A free Volunteers luncheon was held for Friday April 26 for anyone who has volunteered at the home in any
capacity during the past year. All “key” persons from the churches were given white and blue cloth bags at
the membership meeting.
Thank you again, all you members, for your interest and support and donations. If anyone else is interested
in going with me to an auxiliary meeting, the next one is in July, where new ideas for the September 2 Car
and Bike and Craft show, and especially we need new ideas for the Christmas event on December 14th—
some different from crafts ideas. Be thinking and let me hear your new ideas please!!! Thanks !!!
In His Service,
Winnie.

Page 8

Volume 28 Issue 5

Great Strides: Walk for a Cure!
Sunday, May 5, 2013 at Joyce Park Hamilton, Ohio
TEAM- AMANDA’s HOPE
Yes, we’re walking a month earlier than usual this year for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation (CFF). Our
granddaughter Amanda, now 9 ½, was diagnosed at 8 weeks of age with cystic fibrosis. Every year
since, we’ve been reaching out to friends and loved ones to help the CFF accomplish wonderful things.
Through our support CF children and adults are living longer, healthier lives. When the CFF was
established in 1955, children with the disease were not expected to attend elementary school (Pam
home schools both Amanda and Emma, 8). Today, many with CF live into their 30’s, 40’s and beyond,
thanks to the funding provided to research scientists! This tremendous progress would not be possible
without friends like you, helping research and care programs, hoping to ultimately find a cure for cystic
fibrous. We’re also helping to ensure a better quality of life for all of those with CF, through innovative
research. Talented doctors and scientists depend on our urgently needed support. They have exciting
research projects, including the development of potential new therapies that show promise to change
the course of this disease forever when they find a cure for cystic fibrous. That is the question
hanging over the families of the 30,000 young people who live with CF every day. It is only with our
ongoing help that the CFF can continue to be the world’s leader in the search for a cure., and work
tirelessly to extend and enhance life for those with CF. (It’s a progressive disease; at least one with CF
continues to die every day.)
As you can see, continued help is important! We must act quickly to stop CF from claiming precious
lives. We need to continue to nurture the research, care, education, and pioneering drug development
programs, making a great difference in so many young lives.
Let’s continue the CFF’s ability to continue blazing the trail toward a cure! Thank you so much for all
the prayers and support thus far. We’re “adding tomorrows every day,” a promising future. People
with CF are now participating in clinical trials of therapies aimed at treating the basic defect of CFattacking the disease at its root cause, rather than just treating the symptoms. Ground breaking
research!
Come walk with us after morning worship service at noon on May 5th! (If you cannot walk come support
those who can and visit with others who cannot walk.) Let’s help make GREAT STRIDES! Checks
should be made out to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and TEAM AMANDA’s HOPE in the memo line.
Contributions are tax deductible.
Please see Del or Winnie Schanie . THANKS !!!
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May 2, 7pm - National Day of Prayer– Prayer Service



May 6, 10 am - God’s Girls at church.



May 14 & May 28 at 7pm - Small Groups will meet at the Kieser’s.



May 14 Seniors on the Go – Bierhaus in Cleves. Leave the church at 11:15am

Sundays - Singing Seniors Rehearsals Sunday at 5:15pm
************************************************************************************
***May 16th New Small Group meeting at church. Need volunteer babysitter 6– 9:30 pm.


********************************************************************************
Dear Church Family, Thanks all for prayers following my accident. Your appreciation by visits,
calls and cards is very helpful when you’re down. It’s been 3 1/2 weeks and I am half-way back to
normal. In Christ, Neil.
********************************************************************************
West Side Church of Christ, Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers that you sent for our
Mom. Your thoughts and prayers were so greatly appreciated. Thanks again, Bettie Jones Family–
Willie & Katherine Jones, Lettie & Chester Dizney, Betty & Ailie Vier and Ray & Meta Jones.
********************************************************************************
Thank you to Al and Janet Miller for the lovely daffodils– Ellen Sippel
********************************************************************************
During a time like this we realize how much our family and friends really mean to us. Your
expression of sympathy will always be remembered.—Anna George Family.
********************************************************************************
Thank you to Freda Caudill who provided the Easter Flowers in memory of Helen Dye.
********************************************************************************
Thank you to the God’s Girls for providing the Easter lilies and the palms for Palm Sunday.
********************************************************************************
Welcome Vanessa Berter who joined our church family by baptism on April 17th. Please update
your directory. Her address is 5725 Clearcreek Dr. Hamilton, Ohio 45013. Her phone number is
(513) 687-3861.
********************************************************************************

Volume 28 Issue 5

Page 11

Baby Shower for Brittany & Jason Hickerson’s baby boy
who will be joining us in life sometime in the first week of July!
May 18th
2:00pm
West Side Church of Christ
Fellowship Hall
All are welcome!
Please sign the R.S.V.P. sheet at the Welcome Center.

EVENTS AT A GLANCE

May 1
May 2
May 5
May 6
May 8
May 12
May 12
May 14
May 14
May 15
May 16
May 18
May 20
May 22
May 26
May 27
May 28
May 29

Women’s Bible Study
National Day of Prayer–
Prayer Service 7pm
Cystic Fibrosis Walk– Noon
God’s Girls 10 AM
Women’s Bible Study
Mother’s Day
No Evening Service
Fun Bunch Bierhaus in Cleves
Small Group @ the Kieser’s
Women’s Bible Study
New Small Group 6pm
Baby Shower for Brittany
Hickerson
Caller deadline
Women’s Bible Study
No Evening Service
Office Closed for Memorial Day
Small Group @ Kieser’s
Women’s Bible Study

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Evening Worship
Singing Seniors
Youth Worship
Youth Group

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
5:15 pm
5:30 pm
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Women’s Bible Study
Martial Arts Class
Evening Bible Study
Worship Team Practice

9:30 am
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

