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West Side Church of Christ CALLER

From Dan’s Desk

1190 Stahlheber Rd

Victory

Hamilton, OH 45013

Phone
513-863-7553
Fax

I John 5:4 tells us “this is the victory that has overcome the
world, even our faith.” With the world seemingly spiraling out of control as it moves
further & further away from God we as Christians may begin to wonder “is God really
in control, and what will the outcome be ?

513-863-7552

We need to take heart because God has promised us in His word that He is in
control and that victory is coming to His people who faithfully endure to the end (Matt.
24:13). Let me illustrate that wonderful truth with this amazing story.

Office Hours

James Mugg is the regional director for Biblical Education by Extension in the
Ukraine (formally part of communist Russia). Several years ago he was leading a
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class on the book of Romans in the city of Karkov. Unknown to him, at the time,
his translator for the session was the leader of the Communist party in
Kharkov. Mr. Mugg and the translator struck up a friendship over the next
several days as Peter (the translator) began to ask him questions about the
Bible.
At the end of the week Mr. Mugg was scheduled to leave but his train
was “mysteriously” delayed 24 hours. So the next morning (Sunday) Mr. Mugg
preached at the small church in Kharkov. Peter, the communist translator, was
there as Mugg preached from Isaiah 55:6-13: “Seek the Lord while He may be
found; call on Him while He is near.” At the end of the service Peter came to
Mr. Mugg in tears and blurted out “I am crying and can not stop, and I don’t
know why.” That very day he accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior.
God is always working, whether we notice Him or not, to turn despair
into hope and defeat into victory, often through unusual circumstances, So
the next time your life seems to be spiraling our of control and defeat seems
inevitable—take heart. That situation that may look like total defeat may be
God’s certain victory just around the corner.

Ellen@wscchamilton.org

For Him,

Dan
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DO A GREAT THING IN 2015. It’s time for the Mt. Healthy Christian Home Auxiliary annual
membership drive. Your dues help the Auxiliary enhance the lives of residents at the Home by
providing funds for the little extras such as welcome baskets, birthday presents, upgrading the
facilities and special outings.
The Auxiliary meeting will be April 12th.
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Mission Focus
Mt. Healthy Christian Village Auxiliary Meeting
January 12, 2015
Reports:
The Gift Shop reported purchases which included bird plus monthly maintenance for a year, an
organ light, 2 nurse’s sticks and 3 paintings.
Membership distributed packets for the “DO A GREAT THING IN 2015” membership drive. Small
gifts from many people help make life nicer for the residents.
Maintenance reported on the construction of the reception area and a new consultation room. After February 15 the front entrance will not be accessible until further notice.
Marketing/Admissions reported construction for the 15 private room rehab unit that will begin
soon with the goal for completion by the end of 2015.
Skilled Nursing needs a new scale on 5N. The current scale cannot be recalibrated. Cost:$1,200.
Program and Activities requested $300 for sensory kits , such as indoor gardening, to be used
with the residents.
Chaplain said the sound system is going to be evaluated. Hand-held mikes, headsets and perhaps
a new sound system may be needed so that those in their rooms may hear the service.
The group approved $2,000 for the sound system, $1,200 for a new scale and $300 for sensory
kits.
The MHCV Walk-a-thon will be June 13th from 8:30am-10:30am.
The next meeting is April 13th at 10:15 am
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REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER

In the parable, what did the
servant whose debt had been
forgiven do?

Matthew 18:28
Choked someone
who owed him

Sophie
Bovenizer
Arielle Gordan
Bereavement

Andrae Crouch (July 1, 1942, San Francisco-Jan. 8. 2015, L.A.) didn’t expect to be in
front of his home congregation, much less perform in front of international audiences. Because he stuttered, Andrae was very shy. He knew he would never be the
preacher his father was. Besides, his older brother was expected to become a minister. Instead, his father wanted him to be the church pianist. There were a few hurdles
to this plan. First, the church didn’t own a piano, but soon obtained one. Secondly,
there were no musical Crouches in the family. His father, though, challenged him to
learn the instrument. Through prayer and sheer will, Andrae learned the piano and
became the church pianist.
The young teen gained enough confidence to begin singing in church with twin sister
Sandra. Like many teens, he began thinking about a professional musical career. He
formed a group called the COGICs (from the church’s denomination, the Church of
God in Christ). The COGICs originally consisted of members from his church. Naturally, sister Sandra sang and played tambourine. The COGIC’s pianist was Billy Preston, who was already a seasoned pro who had appeared as young Will Handy in the
bio-pic “St. Louis Blues.”
The COGICs became popular enough to accept outside gigs. Soon, they went from
local churches to Southern California youth rallies. After a while, Andrae realized
that he needed to write his own songs to set them apart from the rest of the performers.
He started to work on his first one. Soon, the phrase “The blood will never lose its
power” came to mind. He began writing some words down and completed it shortly
thereafter. (2006 interview) “’I was so excited, but then when we [the COGICs] sang
it a few times,’ I said, ‘Oh no, that ain’t no good…. So I just threw it in the
trash.’” (Adele Banks, Religious News Service article, p. 2)
Sandra disagreed with her brother. She liked the song the so much that she rescued
the manuscript from the trash. Fortunately, she prevailed and the song stayed in the
The COGICs disbanded after high school. Some of them went to LA to “turn pro”
and went on to successful music careers, especially Billy Preston who became a top
keyboardist and had best-selling recordings. Andrae went to Junior College. After
two years, he returned home and formed a new group, the Disciples.
The new group became popular on the So-Cal youth rally circuit as well. Many audience members compared them favorably to the San Francisco-based group Sly and
the Family Stone. Both groups had multi-ethnic lineups and were popular with both
white and black audiences. To a gospel group such as Andrae’s Disciples, this was an
unusual situation. Many gospel performers either sang for either white audiences or
black audiences. This wasn’t done on purpose. Many times, this avoided potential
racial problems in those politically charged times.
Audrey Mieir booked them for a series of Monday Night Sing youth rallies. One
MNS attendee happened to work for Manna Music and liked what he heard. He told
his father about them and went to the next rally. He, too, liked what her heard. Afterward, Mieir introduced Andrae to Tim Spencer, Manna’s owner-publisher. Andrae
didn’t need any introduction to Spencer’s other musical credentials. Spencer was a
former member of the popular Sons of the Pioneers music group and songwriter.
Spencer signed him to a publishing contract. He also introduced Andrae to Ralph
Carmichael, owner of Light Records. Carmichael’s credentials included arranging
and conducting for diverse talents such as Nat “King” Cole and the Billy Graham
musical staff.
Carmichael signed him to a recording contract. This was a daring move as most gospel music labels specialized in either white or black gospel music. Light Records
specialized in white gospel until Crouch’s signing. Crouch’s first Light LP, “Take the
Message Everywhere,” was released in 1969.
Crouch’s albums and songs had tremendous cross-over appeal to sacred and secular
audiences. Both black and white audiences bought them. Crouch went from So-Cal
youth rallies to international tours and broadcasts. Some of his songs, such as “Soon
and Very Soon” and “My Tribute,” became standards and now appear in contemporary hymnals. Because of his family’s belief in his music and potential, they could
declare “To God be the Glory.”
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east of Bovenizer
the Jordan
Sophie
DaleRiver?
Richter
Ruby Singleton
Ruby Wyatt

Rueben & Gad
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PRAYER MATTERS

from the Prayer Ministry Team

In case some of you didn’t get to hear the wonderful prayer for encouragement by Julie Perry last
month, I thought I would include it in this month’s Prayer Matters. I think we could all use some
encouragement from each other so let’s try encouragement instead of discouragement.
Encouragement: Webster's definition of encouragement is to inspire with courage, hope, or confidence; to help or be favorable toward.
As Christians, we are called to be an encouragement to one another,
Let us pray:
Heavenly Father, we thank You for the encouragement that we receive from You through Your
Son Jesus, The Holy Spirit, and Your Word. Help us to be an encouragement to the people You
put in our lives each day; especially to the family of Believers, so that we may be "mutually encouraged by each other's faith" (Romans 1:12).
Put a desire in our hearts O LORD, to want to 'build up' Your Church and not tear it down with
our words or attitudes.
"As it says in Hebrews 10:25: "Let us not give up meeting together as some are in the habit of
doing, but let us encourage one another, and all the more as we see The Day of Our LORD approaching."
Father, help us to remember to encourage one another with the promise of Jesus' return. What better reason to encourage one another than with The Blessed Hope that we
Christians have of someday being together with You forever in Heaven!
It's in Jesus' precious Name we pray, Amen.
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Thanks to Winnie Schanie and Bonnie Spaulding for this month’s contributions to Faith, Fun and Fellowship
FAITH: By Brigitte Weeks
Walking home from work one Friday night, I noticed the sermon text posted in front of a church I passed
every day: “Unanswered questions are less dangerous than unquestioned answers.” I had never attended that
church, but I felt as if I had so many unanswered questions that I ought to be questioning my few and tentative
answers. Perhaps I would even add that service to my already overscheduled Sunday The church was, after all,
only a 15-minute walk from home.
But it looked rather prim when I peaked in. Would I feel comfortable going to morning prayer in sneakers? No
way, I should wear some kind of dress shoes. But then my feet would hurt by the time I got there, and carrying
another pair of shoes would be a nuisance--Wait a minute, Could I really decide whether or not to attend a
church service where I might learn something important based on what shoes I wear? Now there was an answer that needed to be questioned.
On Sunday, the sneakers stayed on and I reached the church in time to hear the organist launch into a Bach
fugue. I looked at the congregation enjoying the music. Then I looked down at my feet and smiled sheepishly at
the obvious answer to my earlier question: No one there had gone to church that day to look at my shoes.
FUN: EVERYDAY EXPRESSIONS--Taken from Article by David Peach and Discovering God’s Story
Apple of my eye: Psalm 17:8 “Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings.”
At wit’s end: Psalm 107:27 “They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit’s end.”
Dont’ know if I’m coming or going: 1 Kings 3:7 “And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in.
Earn something by the sweat of your brow: Genesis 3:19 “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou
return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”
Nothing but skin and bones/Escaped by the skin of my teeth: Job 19:19, 20 “All my inward friends abhorred
me: and they whom I loved are turned against me. My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh, and I am escaped with the skin of my teeth.”
Out of the mouths of babes: Psalm 8:2 “Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength
because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.”
A fly in the ointment: Ecclesiastes 10:1 “Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour.”
A drop in the bucket: Isaiah 40:15 “Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small
dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing.”
Rise and shine: Isaiah 60:1 “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.”
Go the extra mile: Matthew 5:41 “And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.”
The blind leading the blind: Matthew 15:14 “Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind
lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”
A little birdie told me: Matthew 16:23 “Curse not the king, no not in thy thought; and curse not the rich in thy
bedchamber: for a bird of the air shall carry the voice, and that which hath wings shall tell the matter.”
Fellowship:
March 1st 9:30 AM Pancake breakfast by American Heritage Girls and Trail Life
March 10 11:30 AM Seniors on the Go Riley’s at the Springdale Towne Center
March 12 12:00 PM Senior Play Day
March 26 12:00 PM Senior Play Day
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Women’s Bible Study Tuesdays at 9:30 am



Small Groups are on hiatus.



Seniors on the Go – March 10 Riley’s in Springdale.



Senior Play Day—March 12 & 26

*****************************************************************************************

In case of inclement weather, please tune to Channel 12 for any church cancellations.
**************************************************************************
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Nursery Schedule
9:30

10:30

1st Sunday

1st Sunday

Kim Lipscomb

Adult Volunteer

2nd Sunday

2nd Sunday

Adult Volunteer

Shelia Smith

Helper Volunteer

Helper Volunteer

3rd Sunday

3rd Sunday

Sharon Knisley

Helen James

Anna Perry

Helper Volunteer

4th Sunday

4th Sunday

Linda Kieser

Kim Thompson

Helper Volunteer

Elena Thompson

*****************************************************************************************
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for your continued prayers for Del these past weeks. His latest hospital stay and bronchoscope resulted in much better breathing in the week following. Our Father God blesses us through your faithful prayers.
Also, thank you for keeping him in prayer during that difficult week of “facedown” after the eye surgery. The macular hole has
been repaired, praise the Lord. And, his eyesight seems to be improving week by week now. We had to cancel a few appointments due to
our frigid weather and warnings/advisories. But, the rescheduled appointments are next week.
The eye surgeon would not clear him to have the heart cath in January (because of the bubble still being in his eye). Now the bubble has been gone a couple of weeks, and we are able to call his heart doctor’s office immediately following the next eye appointment
Many thanks, too, for Dan’s brief visit at the time of Del’s bronchoscope, Roger’s bringing communion and Pete’s afternoon visit
while Del was hospitalized in January.
In Christ,
Del and Winnie
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Special Day- March 1st
-Sunday March 1st we will be treated to a pancake breakfast sponsored
by the American Heritage Girls and Trail Life Boys. We will dispense with
Sunday School this morning.
- Also, Sunday evening March 1st at 6pm, Mr. Brad Cunningham will be
our guest speaker. We have retained Brad as our church consultant to
assist us with future growth and planning. He will be sharing with us his
ideas as to how we can help this congregation move forward into growth.
WE ARE URGING EVERYONE TO ATTEND THIS MEETING. So please join us
March 1st at 6 pm.

EVENTS AT A GLANCE
March 1
March 1
March 3
March 3
March 8
March 10
March 10
March 10
March 12
March 17
March 17
March 23
March 24
March 24
March 26
March 31
March 31

Pancake Breakfast
Brad Cunningham
Women’s Bible Study
Trail Life
Daylight Savings Time
Women’s Bible Study
Seniors on the Go– Riley’s
American Heritage Girls
Senior Play Day
Women’s Bible Study
Trail Life
Caller Deadline
Women’s Bible Study
American Heritage Girls
Senior Play Day
Women’s Bible Study
American Heritage Girls

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Evening Worship

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Evening Bible Study
Worship Team Practice

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

