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West Side Church of Christ CALLER

From Dan’s Desk

Church
1190 Stahlheber Rd

Father Knows Best

Hamilton, OH 45013

Phone
513-863-7553
Fax
513-863-7552

Office Hours

Monday-Friday
9:30— 2:30

Church Staff
Dan Knisley
Senior Minister
Dan@wscchamilton.org

Daniel Stephens
Associate Minister of
Teens and Worship
Daniel@wscchamilton.org

Lance Whitehurst

This past month we celebrated the birthday of George Washington, the father
of our country. If anyone could be looked to for advice on our nation’s values
and law certainly he could. And President Washington made it quite clear that
biblical values, informing both our nation’s laws and our personal conduct, are
the only foundation upon which this republic can endure. He wrote: “Reason
and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in
exclusion of religious principle.”
Since biblical values are being systematically removed from the public square
is it any wonder that we are also losing our national morality? Crime, violence,
gay rights, abortion rights, the breakdown of the family, pornography, and the
vulgarity that has supplanted civility in our modern culture are but several of
the terrible consequences we now endure by our rejection of the biblical values
that informed our national conscience.
How long can our new “value-free” culture endure? Not long, I’m afraid.
Another “dead white guy” worth listening to on this subject is William Penn,
who said that “those who are not governed by God will be ruled by tyrants.” If
we do not police ourselves morally we will be policed by the state and freedom
begins to erode. Democracies are dependent upon the self-restraint of their
individual citizens for their survival. Anarchy and subsequent tyranny are but
the natural consequences for those who cast off such restraints. This is exactly
what we see taking place in America today. We cannot long endure as a free
nation if we use our liberty only as an indulgence for license.

Minister to Children
Lance@wscchamilton.org

Ellen Sippel
Secretary
Ellen@wscchamilton.org

So the next time someone rolls their eye in disgust at the mention of those
“sexist, racist, dead white guys” who founded this nation, let us remember
that if not for their biblical values this nation would not have come into being
and we wouldn’t be here. We stand on their shoulders, and if we arrogantly
assume that we can stand as a nation apart from our biblical morality upon
which they stood it would only be a matter of time before this grand experiment
in democracy known as America fails. God help us to stand with them as one
nation under God.
For Him-

Dan
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Daniel’s Counting the Clouds… (Job 38:37)
While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and “sinners” were eating with him
and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. When the teachers of the law who were
Pharisees saw him eating with the “sinners” and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he
eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?”
On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners.” – Mark 2:15-17
For about a month now, a popular video of a young pastor reading a poem has been making its rounds
on the internet, circulating among friends on Facebook, email, etc. As the frames begin to roll, you see
this young man walking in a plaza while the phrase “Jesus>Religion” (“Jesus is greater than religion”)
hangs on the screen. Now, while opinions about the exact theology expressed in this poem are varied
and plentiful, the core of what this young man is expressing is true enough: Jesus did not come to seek
the “righteous.” And how could He? The Bible says that there is not a single one among us who is good,
not a single one who is righteous or worthy … not one (Romans 3:10, Ecclesiastes 7:20, Psalm 14:1-3).
The Pharisees in particular, who were the targets of many of Jesus’ criticisms and teachings about the
nature of God, sin, and righteousness, were religious men who erroneously believed themselves to be
righteous because of who they were, what they did, and what they knew. Their thinking was inwardly
directed, focusing on how “good” they were in comparison to others. The parable of the Pharisee and
the tax collector is a good example of this (Luke 18:9-14).
As a stark contrast to the self-centered, inward focus of the Pharisees, Jesus’ concern seems to have
always been primarily for us and for the will of His Father; not for Himself. Praise be to God for His
humility; for His concern; for His love for us! That young pastor in the video is right. The church is not a
museum for the righteous, it is a hospital for the broken and people need to know! Invite your friends,
neighbors, acquaintances, and (gasp) strangers! Remember, everyone needs forgiveness, the kindness
of a Savior; and He is mighty to save (Zephaniah 3:17).
Teens / Worship
In keeping with this evangelistic momentum, our teens have been working hard to learn some very
powerful philosophical and scientific arguments for the existence of God on Sunday nights in order to
be prepared to give the reason for the hope within them when asked by others (1 Peter 3:15). We have
also had success in connecting with Edgewood High School through a new FCA (Fellowship of Christian
Athletes) chapter there, where several of our teens have been involved My hope is that this becomes
a great way for some of them to help build a Christian legacy for their school which will impact the
community here for Christ many years after they have gone on to pursue other endeavors. Also, as many
of you may have noticed, we are building up a new core worship curriculum of about 20 songs that will
be rotated throughout the services for the next several months. This way everyone can learn them
through repetition, rather than having to try and learn a new song(s) every week. We all would rather sing
songs that we know than ones we don’t I think, so this will be a great opportunity to add a few more
songs to that list of ones we know.
In Christ,
Daniel
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Support our Troops
Chaplain Ben Dillon:

Ben and Dawn have been
reassigned to 1-319th
Field Artillery Battalion,
3rd Brigade,
82nd Airborne Division,
Fort Bragg, NC.
Their new home address
is...
67 Candler Ct. Cameron,
N.C. 28376

AB Welsh, Eric
323 TRS/SLT B047 (Dorm
A9)
1320 Truemper Street Unit
369523 Lackland, AFB, TX
78236-5570

Bible Trivia
What kind of animals were
the Israelites commanded to
bring to God for sacrifice?

Children’s Chat

In the past few months it seems God has been trying to get me to re-focus
back on prayer. I have had a couple of opportunities where it ended up that I
was teaching on the power of prayer, or how to pray. In fact right now we are
finishing a study on how to pray in Jr. Worship. One thing that this has
reminded me of is no matter what circumstances you are facing right now we
need to go to God in prayer and not forgetting to praise God for who He is
and thank God for what He has done for you, instead of just approaching God
with my never ending shopping list. There is an old song about this and the
chorus goes “Give me this, I want that, bless me Lord I pray, Give me all
things to make it through another day.” It’s ok to ask God for things, after all
He is a loving Father and wants to give us things but we need to not forget
the praise and thanksgiving as well. I encourage you to remember this in your
prayer time I know it has really changed the way I pray.
Mentioning thanksgiving I do want to thank all who came out to the
Lasagna Dinner. Funds were raised to help those going on the mission trip,
but more important a good spirit of fellowship was had by all. Special thanks
to Sam Sippel who brought his sound equipment and the perfect music for
the night. Look for more dinners like this in the future.
I would like to ask for people to consider helping me finish staffing the
Children’s Ministry area. We have seen some growth and need for complete
staffing. So I would like to ask anyone interested in helping in the nursery
one hour a month to come see me. We are trying to have the nursery staffed
both hours every Sunday.

Deuteronomy 12:6
First born

Be on the Lookout:
Prayer Ministry Team:

Linda Keller
513-312-3587
Pat Brunner
896-6168
Helen James
867-8221
Bonnie Spaulding
893-0960



If you served during VBS last year be on the lock out for a email from
Rachel Whitehurst our VBS directory looking for your help again. If
you would like to email her before she gets a hold of you or if you
didn’t help last year and would like to this year email her at
rachelwhitehurst123@gmail.com.


We are going to have some opportunities to unite as the family
of God and reach out to our community. Be watching for these
announcements soon.
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REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER

Doane , president of J. A. Fay & Co., a manufacturing company , that had international markets &
contacts. His corporate travels literally took him around the world. While on these junkets, Doane
collected numerous souvenirs. Some of his most unique artifacts were the unusual, often exotic
instruments that he collected and used to decorate his home and his office.
They were definitely exotic, such as the Burmese crocodile zither, the Native American ceremonial raven
rattle, & the ornately carved Turkish harp. Some instruments were more recognizable, such the 17th
Century Amati viola or the African drum carved from a single log. He also acquired a Rucker virginal, a
keyboard instrument that is similar to a harpsichord. The Rucker virginal is only one of two currently
known in the United States.
Visitors to the Doane home were fascinated with the exotic collection. Doubtless, some of them
encouraged the philanthropically-minded musician-businessman to share the collection with the rest of the
world. After the Cincinnati Art Museum (CAM) opened in nearby Eden Park, William loaned some of his
exotic collection in 1887. In 1914, Doane began to donate pieces from his collection to CAM. After he died
in 1915, he willed more objects to the institution. Eventually, the total came to approximately 650 objects.
Doubtless, the staff might have been fascinated the unusual objects, but even the most educated
musicologists & art experts didn’t know at the time what many of the objects were, much less how to
properly store or display them. Many times, an object was placed in a corner of an Asian or African display
with a generic description. After a while, the staff would change the displays and put the items back into
storage, to collect dust and dirt, especially from the old coal furnaces that heated the building.
A 2011 Cincinnati Enquirer article noted: “The last published book about the collection, in 1948, lists only
110 instruments (plus ‘drums’) and has many errors. But the cache was so unusual, that it warrented a
visit from the first established curator of the Metropolitan Museum of Art’s (MOMA) musical instrument
division, Emmanuel Wintemitz, who wrote the introduction.”
As the study of Ethnomusicology developed, academicians began to recognize and identify these exotic
objects, not as travel souvenirs, but as musical instruments and cultural artifacts. The academics began to
visit collections at locations such as MOMA and CAM, placing these objects in their correct musical and
historic contexts. They discovered that Doane’s collection came from all parts of the world and spanned
several centuries. They marveled at the collection’s diversity and uniqueness.
Today’s MOMA patrons can visit such objects in New York City and see parts of their collection properly
displayed in a logical context and method, rather than on a generic shelf with a generic or, worse, an
incorrect label. Needless to say, the objects are properly stored & maintained when not in use.
This is the goal of CAM’s director, Aaron Betsky. Obviously, with a smaller budget & on a smaller scale,
Betsky’s staff is cataloging and identifying the collection. Conservators are wiping away a century of grime
and dirt, preparing an exhibit of 75-100 objects for this summer, coinciding with the 2012 World Choir
Games, which will be held in Cincinnati this July. Thousands of singers, musicians, and tourists from
around the world will travel to the Queen City for the two-week choral festival and competition. They will
perform in venues around the region, but the main events are scheduled around the historic Over-theRhine area, especially Music Hall.
The CAM hopes that many of the visitors will take a side trip to Eden Park and visit the exhibit. CAM’s
Amy Dehan notes, “It’s not just about the music….The artistry, craftsmanship, and the attention to detail
exemplified in these instruments highlight how significant and dear a role these instruments played in
these peoples’ lives.” (Cinti. Enquirer)
Some foreign visitors will get a glimpse in to their own heritage and history. For Cincinnatians, it will be a
glimpse of part of a valuable collection of antiquities that few people have ever seen. For some objects, it
might be the first time they’ve seen the light of day since they were removed from Doane’s house a
century ago.

Ash McQueen

PVT Owens, Saxton T.
Emma Robbins
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1
Mark
Robinson
Unit
73145
FPO
Junior
Schanie
AEO9510-3145

Sam Welch

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy
All with health
CLB-46, SEC. Co.
concerns
Unit 72022
EPO-AE09509-2022
**************************

Sophie Bovenizer
Bill Chamberlain
Barb Colwell
Helen Dye
Anna George
Dolle Haven
Earl Kieser
Mae Lasley
Geneva McSwain
Dale Richter
Mag Thacker
Ruby Wyatt

homebound
*************
Connie Burton

bereavement
*************
March’s Prayer
Focus:

Family
Which tribes settled
east of the Jordan
River?
Rueben & Gad
Numbers 32

In the last column, I wrote about William H. Doane, the Cincinnati-based businessman, philanthropist,
and composer. Although he left a legacy of numerous classic hymns, he also left another legacy that
returned him to the news nearly 100 years after his death.

**************************
SFC Michael P. Norton
Attn:
Any Solider
Jacob
Ayers
HHC 34th ID DIVENG
Steve Frey
Unit # 117
John
Layman
APO,
AE 09374
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God’s Girls will be March 5



Small Groups will meet March 13 & March 27 at the Kieser’s. at 7pm



Women’s Bible study on Wednesdays. 10:00am -11:30am.



Senior Play day will be March 8 and March 22 at noon.



Seniors on the Go Rileys in Springdale March 13

***************************************************************************************
Update Your Directory: Elmer and Diane Scarth’s new telephone number is 513-446-2593
*********************************************************************************

A big thank you to Roger Richardson, Bobby and Sandy Haynes, Al Miller, Bob Schaeffer and Roy
Barker for all their hard work around the building and the parsonage.
The family of Lucille Simmons would like to thank everyone for their prayers and support of her
daughter, Connie Burton, during her illness. Also, thank you for the beautiful floral arrangement. A
special thank you to Dan Knisley, Frank Owens, and Neil Geyer for the prayer and anointing Connie
with oil.
Elmer and Diane Scarth would like to thank everyone at West Side Church of Christ for their
thoughts, cards, prayers, and visits during Elmer’s illness. He was hospitalized for 52 days and your
faith and support was very appreciated. Elmer is now home. Praise to the Lord
Elmer and Diane Scarth
Northern Lights Emmaus will be having two walks this spring. This is a wonderful experience where
you will feel the love of God and develop a closer relationship with Jesus. The cost is $110 dollars
which includes food, lodging and anything you need. Please contact any of the members who have
been on the walk. The walk is used to encourage church members to become the hands and feet
of Jesus. Men’s walk March 22-25 and Women’s walk April 19-22
Sign up for the men’s walk is March 8th.
Mt. Healthy Christian Home Auxiliary Membership Drive
WE’RE COUNTING ON YOU IN 2012! It’s time for our annual membership drive. Membership forms are
in the bulletin. Small gifts from many people help make life nicer for the residents. All are welcome to
attend our April 9th meeting at 10:15 am at the Mt. Healthy Christian Home
We have ministry opportunities requiring a variety of talents and some that require time and interest.
These opportunities would fill as little as a few hours a month or as much time as a person
wants to donate.
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Check the serving schedule carefully. Some people are added because we have
men out of town and men who can not serve this month due to health issues. Your
understanding and cooperation is appreciated.
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A Real Church...for real people
West Side Church of Christ
1190 Stahlheber Rd.
Hamilton, OH 45013
Phone: 513-863-7553
Fax: 513-863-7552
Email: office@wscchamilton.com

EVENTS AT A GLANCE
March 5
March 7
March 8
March 11
March 13
March 13
March 13
March 14
March 20
March 20
March 21
March 22
March 26
March 27
March 28

God’s Girls
Women’s Bible Study
Noon- Senior Play Day
Daylight Savings time
Staff meeting 10:30 am
Small Group @ Kieser’s 7pm
Fun Bunch Riely’s in Springdale
Women’s Bible Study
Staff meeting 9:30 am
Leadership meeting 10:30 am
Women’s Bible Study
Noon- Senior Play Day
Caller deadline
Small Group @ Kieser’s 7pm
Women’s Bible Study

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Evening Worship
Youth Group

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Women’s Bible Study
Evening Bible Study
Worship Teams Practice

10:00 am
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

