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From Dan’s Desk
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Hamilton, OH 45013
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Secretary
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New Year or the Last Year
According to the hype surrounding the Mayan calendar, as of January 1,
we now have 355 days left before the end of the world. In case you missed it,
the Mayan calendar supposedly predicts the end of the world precisely on
December 21st of this year. Hence, we are at 355 days and counting, ladies
and gentlemen. Our countdown to Armageddon has begun.
A sobering thought (if the Mayans got it right) tempered by the reality that
Jesus has told us specifically that “no one knows the day or hour” of the end
(Matthew 24.36). Just for the sake of argument, however, let’s say the Mayans
did get it right. That raises then this question- if you knew for a fact that you
had only 355 days left on this earth what would you do differently? Or would
you do anything differently? Some might not, citing that ancient proverb- “Let
us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die” (Isaiah 22:13)
Most thoughtful, non-fatalistic folk however, would take stock of their lives and
make changes. Debts might be paid, amends made, and love given that had
previously not been offered. As the terminus approaches people seek to make
things right and get right, with one another and with God. Funny, how the end
of all things snaps us back to what’s important. I believe it was ol’ Benjamin
Franklin who remarked how that hangman’s noose “marvelously focuses the
mind.” People who are assured that the end is imminent very quickly sort out
what’s essential from trivialities.
The motion picture “Deep Impact” portrayed such a scenario. A six mile wide
comet is on a collision course with Earth and no one can stop it. As the comet
approaches it becomes visible even in the daylight, larger in the sky with each
passing day as the countdown to impact draws near. Everyone knows the
impact is a certainty- they can see it coming every day in the sky. People then
were “marvelously focused” on what was most important- repairing and
re-establishing relationships, asking for and offering forgiveness.
We know of course (as was stated) that no one can know precisely when the
end will come. We can know this of a certainty, however-that the world will end.
It’s not a question of if but a question of when, for God assures us in His Word
that the end will come (II Peter 3:10). The Word that exhorts us: “Seeing then
that all these things shall be dissolved (by fire), what manner of persons ought
you be in all holy conversation and godliness” (v.11)
God’s countdown has already started. We may have less than 355 days left.
No one knows. Therefore the only thing we can do is live each day as if it is our
final day on earth. I think we all then have some changes we need to make,
don’t we?
For Him- Dan
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From David's Pondering Pool...
Parting Words
As my time on staff at West Side comes to a close, there are a few things that I must say:
First and foremost, ―Thank you.‖
Our time here has been full of memories made, relationships built, and lessons learned. So many of you
have shown us great hospitality, kindness, and generosity, and for that we are truly thankful. Stacey and I
wish nothing but the best for this congregation, and it will remain in our prayers on a regular basis. We
are excited to be following God‘s leading, and we‘re excited for the new adventures that He will be guiding
all of you through also.
Secondly, I ask that you please continue to stand in the gap.
There are three common responses whenever there‘s a change in church leadership: (1) To ignore reality,
pretending that nothing will be different, (2) To ―jump ship‖, becoming closed off to the church, and (3) To
stand in the gap, allowing yourself to be a team player in the mission of the congregation. I have already
shared with many of you that the mark of an effective church rests not solely in the greatness of its leadership; it‘s just as – if not more – important to have a strong team around that leadership. I want to ask
you very practically to ask the Lord, ―What can I do to build Your Kingdom through the life of West Side
Church of Christ?‖ --And then I want to ask that you be open and responsive to whatever answer He gives.
Continue to stand in the gap.
Thirdly, remember that cookie cutters are meant for cookies, not people.
The person who will be taking my place in ministry will assuredly not be exactly like me; God has created
all of us to be unique. He may be strong in areas where I was weak, and he may be weak in areas where I
was strong, but the most crucial thing for this man of God whom He is preparing will be to know that he is
supported by this congregation. Please don‘t be disheartened when this new leader does things a little
differently than I did. When he asks for help, do everything you can to step up. When he seems to be
struggling, do what you can to lift him up. When he‘s doing well, be a source of encouragement and support. When he makes a change or does something differently, remember the position that God has called
him to, and give him every chance to shine for Christ. So many people have done these things for me in
the course of my ministry here, and that has made all the difference.
Finally, never lose sight of your first love.
The first Caller article I ever wrote was about the need for us all to keep Jesus as the Lord and focus of
our lives. It‘s certainly fitting that this also be the last thing I write. Remind yourself of the gospel daily.
Spend time in prayer and quiet reflection with the Lord. Listen for His guiding voice. Live by the Spirit He
placed within you at baptism. Show grace to those who deserve it least, remembering that God has done
even greater things for you. Share with those in need. Love those who have no hope. Be thankful in good
times and in bad, knowing that although God never promises our lives will be easy, He does promise that
it will be worth it if we faithfully persevere. Never lose your sense of wonder before God and His unending
love for you; that while we were yet sinners, God sent His son to die for us. To take our place. To redeem
us from the Kingdom of Darkness into the Kingdom of Light. To give His life as a ransom for all who would
come to Him, believe in Him, and put their trust in Him.
May God bless you all. May His presence be known among you and within you, and may it flow through
you into the world around you. May we all look forward to the day when Christ brings us into our great and
eternal reward. Until we meet again, dear friends, farewell.
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Children’s Chat

I can’t believe I am writing an article for January 2012, the past year has really flown by.
The older I get the more I realize how fast time is really moving, having a daughter that is
graduating High School in 5 months doesn’t help either. As I prepare for the New Year I
paused to think about who all God has been doing in my life in the past year and what God
has been doing at West Side. I hope you will take time and think back and see what God
has been preparing you for in the new year and then pray that you will have the knowledge, strengthen and courage to boldly go where God is leading you.
As of this printing, please pray for the group that has signed up for the Mission trip
this summer to the Navajo. As of now, there are several more thinking about joining us.
The group so far is Carolyn Whitehurst, Rachel Whitehurst, Hannah Whitehurst , Leah
Whitehurst, myself, Linda Kieser, Hannah Dougherty, Kim Lipscomb, and Julie Perry. If you
know anyone else interested have them get in contact with me, time is ticking away. Even
if a teen wants to go and a parent can’t go if the teen is in High School they can go without
a parent.
Mentioning our mission team you will be seeing several ways that you can help out
our team by supporting us financially. It is not free to go on this trip and any help you can
give the team will be appreciated. The first Fundraiser is going on right now and that is the
Samaritan Saver Card. If you were in church on Christmas, a video was played that
explained the card. I have print outs of several coupons to give an example of the savings
you can get with this card. Even if you have family or friends in other parts of the country
you can give them a card and they can save in their area by putting in their zip code when
they activate the card. Plans are also in the works to have a breakfast at a local restaurant
that helps our team. More information will be coming concerning this event.
One thing coming up for the Children’s Ministry, but also any in the church is on Friday January 27. We are renting the Fitton Y from 8:30-10:30 pm to go swimming. The
cost is $5 for kids through Grade 6. Older kids and adults cost is $10.00. After swimming,
the grade school children will return to the church and we’ll have a lock in. The lock-in will
be over at 9am on Saturday. Any parents or teens that would like to help with the lock-in
please see me.
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Support our Troops

REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER

Her parents instilled a deep faith in her. This faith was often tested through her
life. Fanny experienced a series of serious illnesses and personal losses. At 11,
her mother died. She almost lost her sight, but regained it. Another illness almost
cost her her mobility, but she regained it by going for long, painful hikes. Her
trials reminded her of Job. Fanny often accompanied her father on his travels,
especially in the Germanic regions where hiking is a national pastime. On these
travels, she developed and applied her linguistic skills, as she could speak Greek,
Hebrew, and five other languages.
She wrote prolifically through the years, her ever-present notebook nearby. At the
end of 1873, Fanny was full of hope. Although published in Europe, she had contacted an American agent, who enthusiastically assured her that an American
publisher was going to publish her manuscripts. Havergal optimistically wrote a
poem, ―Another day is Dawning,‖ and published it in a New Year‘s Day card. She
saw the New Year as an opportunity for service to the Lord.
―Another Year is Dawning, Dear Father, let it be,
Another year in waiting, Another Year with Thee.
Another year of progree, Another year of praise,
Another year of proving, Thy presence all the days.
―Another year of service, Of witness for Thy love,
Another year of training, for holier work above.
Another year is dawning, Dear Father, let it be,
On Earth or else in heaven, Another year for Thee.‖

Joined by baptism
December 4
Sophie Dent
Trevor Schirmer
Chad Smith
December 7

Louise Bayliss
Joined by transfer
December 18
Wayne & Connie
Robinson

While in Germany, she wrote the hymn that summed up her personal creed,
―Take my life and let it be.‖ Her health worsened again and, in time, her doctor
pronounced her condition ―serious.‖ When told, Fanny replied, ―If I really am going, it is too good to be true.‖ (Kenneth W. Osbeck, ―101 Hymn Stories,‖ p.240)
As Fanny lay dying, she sang one of her own hymns, ―Golden Harps are Sounding.‖ When she died, her sister Maria noted that ―there was a radiance on her
face…as though she had already seen her Savior.‖ (Smith & Carlson, ―Famous
Women Hymn Writers,‖ p. 54)
Kenneth W. Osbeck summed up Fanny‘s 42-year life thusly: ―It was always said
that she always lived her words before she wrote them. Her life was one of constant and complete commitment to God. Her many talents—an accomplished
pianist and vocalist, proficiency in seven languages, a keen mind…--were all dedicated to serving God and others during the new year. May that be our challenge
for the new year as well!‖ (―Amazing Grace,‖ p. 10)
―Take my life and let it be/Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days—
Let them flow in ceaseless praise,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.‖—F.R. Havergal, 1874

McSwain

PVT Owens, Saxton T.
Mark
Robinson
1/6
WPNS
co. CAAT1
Unit
73145Schanie
FPO
Junior
AEO9510-3145

Elmer Scarth

LCPL
Siegle,
John
VanJeremy
Sickle
CLB-46,
SEC.health
Co.
All with
Unit 72022
concerns
EPO-AE09509-2022
**************************

Sophie Bovenizer
Bill Chamberlain
Barb Colwell
Helen Dye
Anna George
Dolle Haven
Earl Kieser
Mae Lasley
Dale Richter
Mag Thacker
Ruby Wyatt

homebound
*************
Eugene Simmons

bereavement
*************
Bible Trivia
Who came from God to
bear witness to the
Light?

Which tribes settled
east of the Jordan
River?
Rueben & Gad
Numbers 32

AB Welsh, Eric
323 TRS/SLT B047 (Dorm
A9)
1320 Truemper Street Unit
369523 Lackland, AFB, TX
78236-5570

Frances Ridley Havergal wasn‘t your typical ―preacher‘s kid.‖ Although her father
was a prominent English minister & hymnist, Fanny couldn‘t get in to the usual
―PK‖ trouble. Her frail health prevented her from that. Since she was confined to
her home frequently, her parents homeschooled her. As the youngest, she spent
quality time with her father during his study time. She learned how to study the
Bible during this time. Eventually, she memorized the New Testament & parts of
the Old Testament. By 7, she was writing verses that were published. She also
began music lessons, eventually becoming an accomplished pianist and singer.

**************************
SFC Michael P. Norton
Attn:
Any Solider
Connie
Burton
HHC 34th ID DIVENG
Donna
Hollon
Unit # 117
Geneva
APO, AE
09374

John the Baptist.

Ben and Dawn have been
reassigned to 1-319th
Field Artillery Battalion,
3rd Brigade,
82nd Airborne Division,
Fort Bragg, NC.
Their new home address
is...
67 Candler Ct. Cameron,
N.C. 28376

John 1:6-7

Chaplain Ben Dillon:
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Grab your

Everyone is welcome to attend. Tickets for adults and teens are $10 and children ‗s
tickets are $5. The deadline for children to sign up will be announced later this
month. Stay tuned for more details.
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God’s Girls will be January 9



Small Groups will meet Jan 10 & Jan 23 at the Kieser’s. at 7pm



Women’s Bible study will begin January 11 on Wednesdays. 10:00am -11:30am.



Senior Play day will be January 12 and 26 at noon.



Seniors on the Go is on hiatus until March

***************************************************************************************
New Address: Sherwood & Mary Jean Smith & Sherry Schutter
3543 Ridgewood Ave. Cincinnati, Ohio 45211
Jason Hickerson
935 Pyramid Hill Blvd. Apt 8A. Hamilton, Ohio 45013
*********************************************************************************
Church family,
Thank you so much for understanding the needs of the needy families in the North End area. Your generosity of
food and monies at the Thanksgiving food drive has made a great difference in the amount that goes in the food
bags. These bags are handed out, monthly, to the families we serve.
Thanks to all who came to help with the delivery of the ―Thanksgiving Dinner‖ baskets. 200 baskets were delivered, 51 baskets were given out on Monday.
God is Good,
Carrol
*********************************************************************************
Dear Friends in Christ,
BLESSINGS THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON.
Together, we lift our hearts in praise to Almighty God. We acknowledge the gift of His Son that provided salvation for all of us. Mercy and Love
were wrapped in this gift as the Christ Child laid in the manger. We have so much rejoicing to do this season because of Christ.
We lift our hearts in praise and thankfulness for Christian friends at the West Side Church of Christ.
We are grateful for the many prayers, notes, cards and phone calls made during Pete’s recent surgery. God has heard and answered prayers in
Pete’s behalf. It was very comforting knowing so many were praying for him. He is recovering very well.
We ask God’s blessing on everyone in the West Side Church of Christ.
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY, HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
In Christian love,
Pete and Jan Taylor
―I believe we need to give more. You will have my commitment to give as much as possible. I want to see this church
grow. God doesn‘t cut His budget on us, we shouldn‘t have
to cut our budget for God.‖
- Anonymous from 2012 Ballot

The family of Eugene Simmons would like to thank everyone who provided and served food the day of the funeral.
Also they want to thank the church for the lovely flowers
and the prayers offered for Eugene this last year.
In the process of this year‘s kitchen re-organization a steamer
(used to take wrinkles out of the tablecloths) has been
misplaced. Please let the office or Judy Miller know of it‘s
whereabouts.
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A Real Church...for real people
West Side Church of Christ
1190 Stahlheber Rd.
Hamilton, OH 45013
Phone: 513-863-7553
Fax: 513-863-7552
Email: office@wscchamilton.com

EVENTS AT A GLANCE
Jan 1
Jan 9
Jan 10
Jan 10
Jan 11
Jan 12
Jan 16
Jan 17
Jan 17
Jan 17
Jan 18
Jan 24
Jan 25
Jan 26
Jan 27
Jan 28

No Evening Service
God‘s Girls
Staff meeting 10:30 am
Small Group @ Kieser‘s 7pm
Women‘s Bible Study
Noon- Senior Play Day
Caller deadline
Staff meeting 9:30 am
Leadership meeting 10:30 am
Fun Bunch ON HIATUS
Women‘s Bible Study
Small Group @ Kieser‘s 7pm
Women‘s Bible Study
Noon- Senior Play Day
Children‘s Lock In
Children‘s Lock In

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Evening Worship
Youth Group

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
On Hiatus

Wednesday:
Women’s Bible Study
Evening Bible Study

10:00 am
6:30 pm

