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The church office          

will be closed                    

December 26  and 

December 30 for 

Christmas. 

Mark your calendars for 

the Carry In Christmas  

Dinner after church on  

December 18th. Sign up 

sheets at the                         

Welcome Center. 
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Getting Serious About Christmas 

   

 The story is told of Satan and his demons having a Christmas party. As  

the party wound down and the demons were departing  one of them said to     

Satan, “Merry Christmas, your majesty.” At that, Satan replied with  a growl,         

“Yes, keep it merry. If they ever got serious about it, we’ll all be in trouble.”  

 The old devil was right, at least in this instance. If people ever got               

serious about Christmas the forces of evil would be in trouble. If people ever            

see Christmas for what it really is– God coming into the world in the Person of 

Jesus Christ to do one thing-to be our only substitute and perfect sacrifice for          

sin at the cross, then the end of Satan’s kingdom is sure, and the reign of the 

kingdom of God in the hearts of people begins.   

 But we live in a world that seems to do everything but get serious about 

Christmas. We live in a world that does not see Christmas for what it really is– 

God giving us the most precious Gift of His only Son, that we might receive from 

Him the precious gift of forgiveness of sins and eternal life in heaven with Him. 

 So our challenge is to see Christmas for what it really is. To do that we 

must clear the fluff from our minds, put away our shopping lists, turn off our       

cell phones, and focus on this one thing  - the Person of Jesus Christ. And as            

we focus on Him, we should ask God to show us why He sent His Son into the 

world, and we should ask ourselves what we must do because God did send           

Him into the world. For it is only in seeing Christmas as it really is that we can 

know the true blessings and joy that it brings.     

           

  

 

 For Him,                                
 Dan 
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NOTICE OF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

December 4, 2011 

(Meeting will take place immediately after Morning Worship) 

 

TO BE VOTED ON: 

DEACON:       BILL ARNOLD 

DAVE COMBS 

AL MILLER 

MARK HINKLE 

BUDGET FOR 2012 – The proposed 2012 budget is for $4,145.71 per week or $455.38 less per week from the 

2011 budget.. Decrease of  9.90%  from 2011 budget. Copies of the budget are on the bulletin board and have 

been mailed to member’s homes. 

********************************************************************************** 

I’ve Got A Question    Volume 2 

Due to the popularity of the “I’ve Got a Question” series, volume 2 will commence the first quarter of 

2012. It will work the same as before. During the month of December there will be an insert in each 

week’s bulletin with this printed form: 

I’ve got a question about _________________________________________. Simply fill in the blank with 

the topic  that interest you and place it in the collection box. Please be as specific as possible with your 

question . You don’t have to give your name. A list of possible topics is given below, BUT THEY AREN’T 

LIMITED TO ONLY THESE. YOU MAY SUBMIT ANY TOPIC ABOUT WHICH YOU MAY HAVE A QUESTION. (As 

long as it is relevant and suitable for a Sunday message.)  

                                          Topics 

Why is there a devil?                                                                                                                                                         

Why is hell necessary?                                                                                                                                                       

What will heaven be like?                                                                                                                                                  

Why does God allow suffering?                                                                                                                                              

Is evolution really true?                                                                                                                                                                

How do we know the Bible is true?                                                                                                                                   

Why can’t women be preachers or elders ?                

What is the unpardonable sin? 

Or any other topic you may have a question about that is relevant and suitable. 

 

 

 
 

Shepherd’s Staff 

An elder’s insight.                                             

By Neil Geyer 

Is all sex outside marriage wrong?                                          

Is it wrong to gamble?                                                      

How can I join this church?                                               

What about tithing and giving?                                           

How can I get more involved in ministry here?                  

Is Jesus the only way to heaven?                             

How can I share my faith with others?                    

What does this church believe? 
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Children’s Chat 

As we get close to the Christmas season if you are stumped for a stocking stuffer, the team 
that is going on the Mission trip next summer is selling Good Samaritan Cards.  For a $20 
donation you get the card which gives you discounts on groceries, restaurants, cruises,   
hotels, theaters, all kind of things.  The great thing about these cards besides helping the 
mission team, is they are not a use one time at a restaurant or what ever and you are 
done, you can keep using the card at the same restaurant through out the whole year.  
There is also specials on the internet were you can get additional savings with the card.  
Look for these cards in the foyer starting in December.  You will be seeing additional    
fundraisers and such as we are preparing to minister to the Navajo this summer. 

 

 If you have been following our attendance as the fall and winter are finally kicking  
in, our attendance is back up and we need help in the children’s area.  We have young fam-
ilies who would like to attend but they want to make sure there is quality child care for their 
kids.  I am still looking for a person to teach once a month in the 4 & 5’s and then I need 
people any Sunday to be willing to work in the nursery if there is a need.  If you are inter-
ested in either please come see me, if not I will be hunting down people to fill these needs.  
We need to make sure we have everything in place for our visitors to feel          welcomed 
and know that their children are taken care of.  I am only asking for one         Sunday a 
month commitment. 

  

 Reminder to the Children and their parents, be watching the website on the        
children’s page for up coming events and information concerning the Children’s Ministry.  
We have some exciting things planned for the winter and spring and don’t want anyone    
to miss out because they didn’t know about it. 

 

  In closing this article this month, let me wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year from the Whitehurst Family.  We have enjoyed getting to know you all 
and look forward to serving with you in the years to come.  Please take time during this 
busy season to stop enjoy your family and to remember the true meaning of Christmas. 
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Support our Troops 

 

Chaplain Ben Dillon                        
c/o Dawn Dillon   

Address to be updated                        

Ben and Dawn has been 
sent to Ft. Bragg N.C.                    

He has been assigned to the 
82nd Airborne Division. 

 

*********************** 

 

There is still time to 
join the Christmas 

Choir. Rehearsals are 
Sundays from 4:30 

pm to 5:45 pm                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Jason  

Hendrickson who 

joined our                    

congregation by                

baptism Sunday         

November 13th. 

  

 

SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             
CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

 

Which tribes settled 

east of the Jordan 

River? 

Rueben & Gad            

Numbers 32 
Mark Lowry was a born entertainer, it wasn’t a surprise that he joined 

an evangelistic team while he attended Liberty Baptist College (now 

Liberty University). He usually sang on the team’s programs. Between 

songs, while the soundman changed his musical accompaniment tapes,  

Mark began to tell jokes and inspirational stories. Soon, his comedy 

became an important part of his presentation. 

After graduation, Mark returned to Houston. In 1984, his church’s      

evangelist asked him to write the script for the church’s annual        

Christmas program. Mark decided to base the script around a series of 

questions that he would have asked Mary, Jesus’ mother. Many of the 

lines began, “Mary, did you know?” While reviewing the script, certain 

lines began to stand out. Lines such as “when you kissed your little ba-

by, you’ve kissed the Face of God,” inspired him to create a poem based 

on them. Eventually, he wanted some music for it. Several friends sub-

mitted melodies, but Mark didn’t like them. So, he put the poem in his 

filing cabinet and went on with his career. 

In 1988, Mark joined the Gaither Vocal Band. He not only sang baritone, 

but also supplied the comedy. Mark quickly became an audience      

favorite. A couple of years later, Buddy Greene joined the GVB. Greene 

was not only a gifted singer and instrumentalist, but a gifted composer 

as well. Eventually, Mark gave Buddy a copy of his poem. Written at the 

top of the manuscript was this facetious request: “Please add some 

beautiful music and make it a profitable hit.”  (Ace Collins, “Stories   

Behind the Best-loved Christmas Songs,” p. 118) Greene looked over 

the manuscript and put it away for a couple of weeks. After that, Greene 

composed a melody that Mark liked. Within a week, the collaborators 

created a demonstration recording. Soon, they shopped the tape to  

various industry contacts.    

The song quickly became a Christmas standard, which has been       

recorded by dozens of diverse performers including Kenny Rogers,  Na-

talie Cole, and Michael Crawford. This feat is even more remarkable 

considering that today’s world is so secularized that it is difficult, if not 

almost impossible, to introduce a new Christmas song to the airwaves. 

Considering that most new Christmas songs have secular themes, it is 

even more remarkable that the most successful modern one is a      

serious, thoughtful song with a religious message. 

In recent years, “Mary, did you Know”?” has been sung at Easter time, 

which adds a new meaning to the song. Instead of it being a series of 

Christmas foreshadowings, it becomes a series of Easter flashbacks.  

I can visualize somebody stands next to a brokenhearted Mary, asking 

her such questions as her Son is dying on the cross.  

  “Mary, did you know, that your baby boy                                                                           

  Was Heaven’s Perfect Lamb?                                                                                                

  And the sleeping child you’re holding,                                                                                 

  Is the Great I AM.” (Mark Lowry, 1984) 

 

       

   

 

 

 

REQUESTS 

FOR PRAYER 

**************************                    
Roxie Ball               

Amanda Robbins 

Elmer Scarth                           
All with health                

concerns  

**************************                
Sophie Bovenizer    

Bill Chamberlain   

Barb Colwell                                                  

Helen Dye                       

Anna George                     

Dolle Haven                  

Earl Kieser                       

Mae Lasley                

Dale Richter                      

Mag Thacker                          

Ruby Wyatt                

homebound    

************* 

 Bible Trivia 

Who came from God to 

bear witness to the 

Light? 

   

                       

What people carried 

away the items of 

brass, silver and gold 

from the temple in  

Jerusalem to Babylon? 

 

 

 

John the Baptist. 

John 1:6-7 

The Chaldeans 

Jeremiah 52:17-19 
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 Seniors on the Go will be dining at The Coach House at Berkeley Square on Friday 

December 16th 

 Small Groups  December 13 at the Kieser’s at 7pm. No meeting December 27th. 

 Women’s Bible study is on hiatus until January. 

 Rehearsals for the Christmas Choir are Sundays from 4:30pm-5:45pm. Sign up sheet is at the          

Welcome Center.  

 God’s Girls will meet Monday, December 5 at 10:00 am 

 Seniors on the Go  will not meet the months of January and February due to inclement weather. 

 The men’s ministry needs to know if  the congregation is  interested in ringing bells for  the Salvation 

Army. There is a sign up sheet at the Welcome center. They needs to know by December 1st in order to 

set it up. If you are interested, please let them know 

 

 

 

   Thanks so much to Bud and Becky Haacke for their work in directing our Operation 

Christmas Child project this year. Thanks also to the MANY wonderful volunteers who 

helped us decorate the gym and collect 1,336 boxes! 

 

 

Jane Wright would like to extend her heartfelt thank to everyone who helped and/or  

participated with the Seniors on the Go/Fun Bunch this year. 

 

 

I want to thank my church family for the sympathy planter and the sympathy cards for 

the loss of my sister. 

In Christian Love, 

Geneva L. McSwain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to write Eric Welsh:  

 

 AB Welsh, Eric 

 323 TRS/SLT B047 (Dorm A9) 

 1320 Truemper Street Unit 369523 

 Lackland, AFB, TX 

 78236-5570    

It Came To Pass 

A Musical and Dramatic Celebration                                                              

of the Prophecy of Christ’s Coming 

December 1 & 3                                                                                     

7:00 PM 

Cincinnati Christian University Worship and Ministry 

Center Tickets are $10 per person. 
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  Services 

Sunday: 

     Bible School       9:30 am 

 Worship Service  10:30 am  

 Christmas Choir                  4:30 pm                                        

 Evening Worship    6:00 pm 

 Youth Group   On Hiatus 

            after Dec 4 

Wednesday: 

 Women’s Bible Study         On Hiatus                  

 Evening Bible Study             6:30 pm    

West Side Church of Christ 

1190 Stahlheber Rd. 

Hamilton, OH  45013 

Phone: 513-863-7553 

Fax: 513-863-7552 

Email: office@wscchamilton.com 

Dec 4  Christmas Choir Rehearsal                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Dec 5  God’s Girls                                             

Dec 7  AHG 7-8                                               

Dec 11  Christmas Choir Rehearsal      

Dec 12  Caller deadline                                                                                     

Dec 13  Staff meeting 10:30 am                    

Dec 13     Small Group @ the Kieser’s     

Dec 14  AHG 7-8                                                       

Dec 16   Fun Bunch  @ Coach House                                                                                                                                                                                  

Dec 18  Christmas Carry In Lunch                                  

Dec 18  Christmas Choir Rehearsal        

Dec 20         Staff meeting 9:30 am                     

Dec 20         Leadership meeting 10:30 am  

Dec 23  Church Office Closed                                 

Dec 24              Christmas Eve Service             

Dec 25              Christmas                                                  

Dec 25              No Evening  Service                           

Dec 26              Church office Closed                                           

Dec 27        NO Small Group @ the Kieser’s  

Dec 30  Church Office Closed                                      

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

A Real Church...for real people 


