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Fax  
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Monday-Friday 

9:00— 3:00 

 

From Dan’s Desk 

Church Staff 
Dan Knisley                          

Senior Minister 

Dan@wscchamilton.org 

 

David Schneller                   
Associate Minister of                 
Teens and Worship 

David@wscchamilton.org 

 

Pete Taylor                                
Minister to Seniors 

Pete@wscchamilton.org 

 

Lance Whitehurst                   
Children’s Minister  

Lance@wscchamilton.org 

 

Ellen Sippel                          
Secretary 
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     I love this time of year. In fact, it’s my favorite time of the whole 
year. That’s because my two favorite holidays– Thanksgiving & Christmas—occur at this 
time. As a boy I loved Thanksgiving because of the wonderful meal great-grandma 
Ryan would prepare for us. Especially yummy were her baked apples with whipped 
cream and cherries on top. I also liked Thanksgiving then because it meant no school 
for a few days. Likewise with Christmas, the anticipation of what gifts might be under 
the tree and again, no school, made it something to really look forward to. 

   Now that I am all grown up I like Thanksgiving & Christmas for 
different reasons (although I still don’t like school). Thanksgiving now reminds me of 
our godly heritage as a nation and America’s unique place in world history. Christmas 
of course brings me back to the manger in Bethlehem as we celebrate the birth of our 
Lord Jesus, the greatest gift we could ever receive and the world’s only hope. 

   As I ruminate on these things it has set me to thinking– what if 
we were to combine these two holidays? Just think– only one big meal to prepare 
rather than two, and only one get-together with the in-laws, rather than two. Add to that 
the fact that there would be no more orgies of shopping greed otherwise known as 
“Black Friday” sales (praise God!) I may be on to something here. 

   As it turns out, however, the good Lord already had this idea of 
combining Thanksgiving and Christmas some 2,000 years ago. In His Word the giving 
of thanks and the birth of our Savior are mentioned as one. For II Corinthians 9:15 sim-
ply exclaims, “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 

   That gift of course is Jesus, by whose death on the cross we 
have forgiveness of sins and eternal life. I can’t think of anything for which to be more 
thankful. 

   So there we have it– the essence of two holidays in one, and 
it’s because of Jesus’ coming into the world. Perhaps then at Thanksgiving time when 
we count our blessings we can remind ourselves of God’s greatest blessing– His Son. 
Likewise at Christmas, as we celebrate Jesus’ birth by gift-giving, we also ought to 
pause and thank God for His awesome gift to us, that sinners such as we would be 
granted such favor from God that He would send His only Son to redeem us. Indeed 
“thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.”          

    

 

   For Him,  
      

    Dan 
  

    

 

                        Two For One? 



Page  3 Volume 25    Issue 12 

From David's Pondering Pool... 

“God with Us.” 
 
I love Christmas. Twinkling lights, colorful decorations, cheesy holiday movies, snowy December days, meaningful family       
traditions, and Vince Guaraldi’s toe-tapping tunes are just a few of my favorite things. I cherish the memories that I have of 
waking up on Christmas morning, sneaking downstairs, and catching a glimpse of the gifts that my brother, sister, and I were 
about to receive. I love to remember the years of packing up and driving to Indianapolis to visit my grandparents. I treasure 
times of watching old movies like “Holiday Inn” and posing in front of the cardboard Santa at my Grandpa Rog and Grandma 
Donna’s house. I remember the peacefulness of drinking some of Grandma Huggie’s lemonade and watching basketball with 
my Grandpa Howard. I love to think about the times that I spent sitting on Grandpa Ray’s lap listening to his made-up stories 
and making white chocolate candies with Grandma Dodo. I love Christmas because it has always been for me a season of 
celebrating the new adventures of life, remembering good times, and practicing old traditions in an atmosphere of love and 
joy. 
 

My favorite holiday tradition started just a few years ago. After our usual ritual of putting up the family Christmas tree just two 
or three days before Christmas, my mom, dad, brother, sister, and I gathered around to put up the very last ornament. The year 
before this tradition began my family had received an ornament called “The Christ Nail.” I’d like to share with you the few 
words written on the small red box which holds our silver nail. 
 

“This is the Christmas Nail. It is to be hung on a sturdy branch, a branch near the trunk, a branch that will hold such a spike 
without being noticed by well-wishers dropping by to admire one's tinseled tree. The nail is known only to the home that hangs 
it. Understood only by the heart that knows its significance. It is hung with the thought: The Christmas tree but foreshadows the 
Christ tree which only He could decorate for us, with nails such as this.” 
 

The first time that I heard these words, I could not help but reflect upon the One for whom Christmas is celebrated. I could not 
help but think about God’s people in Egypt, toiling and laboring under the pressures of slavery. I could not help but think about 
the One who had sent Moses to lead His people into a life of freedom in the land He had promised them. 
 

I could not help but think about the people of Judah, who were threatened by world powers on every side. I could not help but 
think about the One who promised His people in those times that He would “be with them” (“Immanuel”) and that He would 
not let them fall in the face of danger. I could not help but think about the Jews throughout history who have waited tirelessly 
for a Messiah to come and set them free once again. 
 

I could not help but think about the eternal God who put on skin and moved into our neck of the woods. I could not help but 
think about the One who came as the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promises; that He would set His people free forever and that 
He would reign forever over them and live forever with them. I could not help but think about the One who suffered painfully on 
that “Christ tree” so that He could set His people free once and for all. I could not help but think about that freedom which no 
man, circumstance, or power of hell could ever take away. I could not help but think about the resurrection of the One who 
gave us also the promise of life after death in the land He has promised us. 
 

That night, overwhelmed with emotion, I sat on our couch long after everyone else was asleep and reflected upon the           
real depth and beauty of Christmas. Jesus came to earth, and an old prophecy of God’s presence with us, His people, was  
ultimately fulfilled. Immanuel. God with us. A holy, perfect, unfathomable God became a baby, and thus began the work of 
completing His plan to be with His people forever. 
 

“The Christmas tree but foreshadows the Christ tree which only He could decorate for us, with nails such as this.” In the 
shadow of a manger we find the image of a cross. Jesus, we thank You for coming into our world, showing us the way to God, 
and giving Your life so that we can live forever with You. Thank You for the Christmas tree, which reminds us of the gift of Your 
presence with us in every situation. Thank you for the Christ tree, which reminds us of the righteousness granted to us by Your 
perfect sacrifice. This Christmas, may we see the beauty of Your presence with us. Amen. 
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Support our Troops 

 

Chaplain Ben Dillon                        
c/o Dawn Dillon                         
10736 Darneal Dr.              
Fountain, CO 80817 

 

*********************** 

 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight         

Service 

9:00 PM 

   

 High in the Tyrolean Alps, a small church became the birthplace 
of one of the world’s most beloved hymns. 

 Organist Franz Gruber discovered that mice had eaten through   
the bellows of the organ at St. Nicholas Church. (St. Niklauskirche). He 
panicked, knowing he couldn’t get it repaired in time for Christmas Eve 
service.  

 Father Josef Mohr assured him, “Don’t worry, we’ll have music 
that night.” Then he realized that they had the opportunity to create the  
perfect Christmas song, something they felt hadn’t been written yet.  

 Shortly, thereafter, Mohr wrote his poem. Gruber excitedly      
exclaimed, “You have found it-the right song– God be praised!” Gruber 
finished the melody in time for the Christmas Eve mass. Accompanied     
by Gruber’s guitar, the two men introduced their new song, “Silent Night”, 
on Christmas Eve 1818. 

 A few days later the repairman came to fix the pipe organ.  
Searching for some music to play to check his work, he found the         
handwritten manuscript nearby. He played it and liked it. Gruber gave    
him a copy of the manuscript. The repairman, Karl Mauracher, began to 
perform it publicly.  

 Believing that the hymn was a folk song, not new, programs listed 
the song as “Tyrolean Folk Song.” Even hymnals credited it as such. The 
Raines, a family of Tyrolean singers, introduced “Silent Night” to the USA 
during their 1839 concert tour.  Other musicians heard it and began to    
perform it as well.  It took many years for the Mohr and Gruber families    
to establish legally their ancestor’s claims as the authors of “Silent Night”. 
The copyright became increasingly important as many people had          
preformed and published it worldwide by the late 1800’s. 

 The Hayden Quartet recorded the first charted version in 1905. 
“Silent Night” was so popular that it was widely recorded and charted 
through the years. The Celtic singer Enya recorded a Gaelic version that  
has appeared on the “Billboard” charts several times in the early 21st     
century. Not many songs of any genre can claim a chart-life of 100 years! 

 The Tyroleans, no doubt, are planning for the bicentennial of the 
song’s creation and introduction in 2018.  Once again they will sing: 

 

“Silent night, holy night                                                                                               
All is calm, all is bright                                                                                                      

Round yon virgin, mother and Child.                                                                             
Holy Infant so tender and mild,                                                                                         

Sleep in heavenly peace,                                                                                              
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Merry Christmas. 

 

   

SFC Michael P. Norton                        
Attn: Any Solider                                
HHC 34th ID DIVENG                         
Unit # 117                                        
APO, AE 09374   

PVT Owens, Saxton T.                         
1/6 WPNS co. CAAT1                          
Unit 73145 FPO                                  
AEO9510-3145   

LCPL Siegle, Jeremy                             
CLB-46, SEC. Co.                                  
Unit 72022                                         
EPO-AE09509-2022  

Bible Trivia 

 

Solomon’s own home, 
in comparison with the 

Lord’s was...? 

Shorter, Broader and 
the same height. 

I kings 7:1-3 

From whom did the 
Colossians learn the 

gospel? 

Epaphras.                         
Colossians 1:6-7 

Where do we find 
Peter the last time he 
is mentioned in the 

books of Acts? 
Jerusalem.                          
Acts 15 

How long did Paul 
stay in Rome in his 
own rented house? 

Two years 

Acts 28:30 

King Saul was from 
what tribe of Israel? 

Benjamin 

I Samuel 9:1-2 
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REQUESTS FOR 
PRAYER 

******************************      
Barbara Anderson 

Rick Carmony                                   
Melissa Donaldson                            

Floyd Grubb                    
Dan Knisley                                              
Mary Beth                        

Pennekamp                                               
Red Reatherford                     

Pat Witt  
  All with health concerns  
*****************************                
Sophie Bovenizer    
Bill Chamberlain                               

Helen Dye                       
Anna George                     
Dolle Haven                  
Earl Kieser                       
Mae Lasley                
Dale Richter                   
Ruby Wyatt                
homebound    

***************** 

Bitsy Adams                      
Max Haven                              

bereavement    
         

                       
 

 

 Seniors on the Go– -  December 7th 11:30 AM                   
                    Hueston Woods Lodge     

 Don’t forget choir rehearsal! Only a few weeks of practice 
left.           

  To all the Fun Bunch– Staring January 2011, I’m going to 
set our outing date for the 2nd Tuesday of each month. That 
way we can plan our schedules around that date. If there are 
any objections, please let me know. I also want to thank all of 

you who have taken a month to plan our outings and send the cards. You all 
are a great bunch. For Him– Jane Wright. 

 Bonnie and I would like to thank everyone for the many cards we  received  
for our fiftieth wedding  anniversary. We were overwhelmed with the         
thoughtfulness of our church family.– Louie Spaulding. 

 Loretta Harvey from Hamilton Christian Family Center was baptized here, 
Wednesday Nov. 10, by Dave Bunn. 

 The family of William A. Ramsey is grateful to God for his life, for your    
friendship, and for your kindness and prayers. West Side Church of Christ!!! 
Thank you so very much for the dinner. It was wonderful.—Norma. 

 We wish to thank everyone for all their prayers, cards & visits during Red’s 
surgery & recovery. We appreciate how supportive our church family has 
been to us.– Faye & Red Reatherford. 

 The Women’s Bible Study is on hiatus until January 5. 

 December 19th-January 2nd will be our annual Sunday Night Youth Christmas 
break. Youth groups will resume January 9th. 

 Thank you for the card shower for Max Haven. It meant so much to him.—
Winnie Schanie 

 Join in the Christmas spirit and send a card to your church family. You can 
drop off your Christmas card in the basket provided in the hallway. Jan will 
display them on the bulletin board in the lobby. 

 Thank You so much to everyone who supplied shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child! Between our church family, the American Heritage Girls,  
and friends of the church we were able to supply over 450 boxes! Thank you 
so much for your generosity. 

 Thanks to those of you who have expressed an interest in being a part of the 
new Small Group led by Wayne and Linda Kieser. Wayne and Linda have 
given much thought and decided that Tuesday evenings would be best for 
them to lead the small group.  For those of you who can attend on Tuesday 
evenings, Wayne and Linda are holding their first "Get To Know Your Group" 
meeting on the evening of December 14th at 7:30 at their residence: 1205 
Kailyn Ct., Hamilton, Ohio. Please call Wayne or Linda to let them know if you 
will be attending at (513) 330-5389. 



 

Page  7 Volume 25    Issue 12 



 NONPROFIT ORG.  
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HAMILTON OH 

PERMIT NO. 368. 

  Regular Services 
Sunday: 
     Traditional Service    9:00 am
 Bible School     10:15 am 
 Contemporary Service 11:15 am   
 Choir Rehearsal               4:30 pm 
 Evening Worship    6:00 pm 
 Youth Meeting    6:00 pm 

Wednesday: 
 Evening Bible Study     6:30 pm 

Fifth Sunday: 
 Bible School      9:30 am 
 Combined Service  10:30 am               
  

West Side Church of Christ 
1190 Stahlheber Rd. 
Hamilton, OH  45013 

Phone: 513-863-7553 
Fax: 513-863-7552 
Email: wscchamilton@yahoo.com 

December 5      Choir rehearsal                                      
December 6        God’s Girls                                     
December 7        Fun Bunch-Hueston  
   Woods Lodge                                                                 
December 12           Choir rehearsal                                                              
December 13       Caller Deadline                     
December 14                Small Group Meeting                          
December 19                Combined Service    
   Christmas Celebration                                            
December 24                Church Office Closed                                                    
December 24                Christmas Eve Service                                                  
December 25                Christmas                                 
December 27                Church Office Closed    
December 31  Church Office Closed 
January 3, 2011 Church Office Closed 

                     

      

                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                                                                     

EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

A Real Church...for real people 


