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Church

West Side Church of Christ CALLER

From Dan’s Desk

1190 Stahlheber Rd
Hamilton, OH 45013

Phone
513-863-7553
Fax
513-863-7552

Office Hours

Monday-Friday
9:30— 2:30

Church Staff
Dan Knisley
Senior Minister
Dan@wscchamilton.org

MIsty Jordan
Worship Leader
Misty@wscchamilton.org

Lance Whitehurst
Minister to Children

True Life

As the bleakness of winter gives way we see the new life of
spring popping up all around us. How good it is to see new life
springing forth from the deadness of winter. After this winter , this
is especially so.
In the same way the Bible exhorts us to “take hold of the life
that is truly life” (I Timothy 6:19b). In the larger context of the
paragraph (vv. 17-19) Paul is instructing Timothy to warn those
who are rich in this present world not to put their hope in wealth. It
seems money always compete with God for the allegiance of our
hearts (Matthew 6:24).
But money cannot give us the true life God wants us to have.
That life comes from Him, it is spiritual, not material. Jesus said,
“The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life” (John
6:63). True life, spiritual life, the eternal life, which God wants us to
have comes from Jesus Christ and the word of salvation he has
spoken to us. What is that word? Jesus said in John 5:24, “Whoever
hears my word and believes Him who sent me has eternal life and
will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.” Just
as the warming rays of the sun and the lengthening days “speak” to
the earth and bring forth the new life of spring , so all who hear
and obey the voice of the Son of God will receive new life.

Lance@wscchamilton.org

Ellen Sippel
Secretary
Ellen@wscchamilton.org

So may the budding leaves and blooming flowers of spring be
reminders to us of the faithfulness of our God who calls to life that
which was dead. And may we indeed “take hold of the life that is
truly life,” not by pursing the things of the this world, but by firm
reliance on Jesus an His word.
For Him,
Dan
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MISSION SPOTLIGHT
Once More Can You Help Us In 2014?
The Mt. Healthy Christian Home/Village Auxiliary Membership Drive is February 9 through
March this year. Thank you for your membership donations over last year. We hope we can
increase our number of West Side members from last year for 2014. We hope you are able
to help us in 2014! Membership fees are the same as I have ever known them:$3.00 for an
individual auxiliary membership or $5.00 per family. Just please feel out your bulletin insert
form and give it to me along with your donation. If you would like to donate additional
dollars with your membership , I will gladly pass that along at the next Auxiliary meeting.
Every donation helps to bring smiles to the residents’ faces, providing little –and big– extras in
their lives.
Also, there are many ministry opportunities at Mt. Healthy. Some require simply time and
interest. Others require a variety of talents. These opportunities could fill as little as a few hours
a month or as much time as a person wants to donate. If you prefer your Auxiliary membership
donation to be your only involvement, THANK YOU! Small gifts from many people help to make
life nicer for the residents of Mt. Healthy Christian Village/Home.
I encourage any interested West Side members to go with me to the April 14th Auxiliary
meeting at 10:15am. (There is a very nice luncheon served at the close of the meeting.) We
have often been shown recent improvements made possible by our membership donations.
Come see what has been done!
Thank you for your membership and involvement in the Auxiliary of Mt. Healthy.
In His Service,
Winnie Schanie.
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MISSION SPOTLIGHT
Update from Jill Shaw--South Pacific Christian Fellowship
We’re into 2014!
I operate within the university calendar, the church calendar, according to the cycle of refugees arriving, Southern
Hemisphere seasons, the NZ tax system, the IRS calendar, the comings and goings of people in the house, hopefully within the cycles of your budget and missions team meetings…
Orientation at the university is in a couple of weeks. It's a great time to get momentum and meet new students
& staff! We’ll have our chaplaincy team meeting soon, and then our Northern Regional training day in May.
• Please pray for chaplaincy team cohesion and clarity in priorities so we utilize our limited resources well.
I’m supporting Afghan and Pakistani refugees. Driving lessons and school uniforms are next on the list. Medical
issues seem to be manageable right now.
• Please pray for Zahra, Fatima and their families.
Shore LifeGroup leaders' meeting is this Sunday. we're planning a discipleship intro/refresher course for April. I’m
teaching on prayer at Shore next week, as well as leading some discipleship sessions for the church staff and the
youth leaders. We have capable volunteers filling our youth minister role right now.
• Pray for consistency and intentionality for the good of the young people.
We live in a transient and global world. I enjoy the mentoring and networking I do around the world via Facebook, Skype or email. Some of those I mentor are going as missionaries or are seeking to play their position in the
Kingdom. Others are picking through the pieces of their marriage, their history, their finances or trying to find their
way out of addiction. I connect them with internships, with local churches in faraway cities, with training opps or
ministry resources.
• Please pray for them to see God as a personal, supportive and accessible Father who has already made provision

for them, who equips and goes with them in life & service.

SPCF had a tough 2013 with one team dismantling; some team members returning to the US and some joining the
Christchurch ReChurch team.
ReChurch lost its lead pastor. The reshuffle of roles and responsibilities seems to have settled and the church is
growing.
Dr. Jody Owens, a professor from Johnson University, comes this year to lead training for both Shore Community
and ReChurch staff & ministry leaders. I’m responsible for logistics and scheduling. Jody is wise and has experience we can all benefit from, especially the younger staff members.
•Please pray that they will see Jody as a trustworthy mentor with whom they’ll fully cooperate for maximum benefit.

It's one thing to tell the Gospel to someone who has never heard it before.
It's another thing to sift through the fragments of a person's faith and understand where it all came
unstuck... so as to help them reassemble the bits worth keeping.

My weekly LifeGroup ladies are getting together with their families for a BBQ Sunday after worship. Within the
group are HR directors, CEO’s, teachers, programmers, bankers, counselors and occupational therapists. Their circles of influence radiate outward. Within the group we have godly women dealing with marriages disintegrating,
mental illness, addictions, children with sexuality issues.... the stuff of life that is a reality in a broken world.
• Please pray that I will consistently respond in ways that both draw ladies and families into the arms of their loving

Father and challenge them to live the reality of Jesus’ lordship, seeking the Spirit’s comfort and wisdom daily.

It is all for His glory that I seek common ground with as many as I can, teaching them to dwell with Jesus and seek
God’s face, walk in step with the Spirit, and pass on to others what has been passed on to them, just as it was
passed on to me. This is the way we’ll influence and change the world; life on life, one cup of tea at a time, in conversations and relationships that are immeasurable in the way they’ll radiate outwards…. My Sunday School had no
idea their influence would reach so many countries and cultures through that little girl sitting in the second row. I’m
still grateful.
Sincerely, Jill
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Children’s Chat

Yeah!!! We finally had our
first meeting for Trail Life after others were cancelled because of the crazy weather.
Looks like we are starting off with 20 kids and leaders so we are off to a good start
but of course always looking for more boys K-12th Grade. Also a big thank you to
the West Side Family for supporting the Trail Life fundraiser dinner, we were able to
raise enough money to get things started.
Upcoming Children’s Events
Girls Night Out- A Girls Only lock-in for girls Grades 3-6, March 7-8 starting
Friday at 8pm and over on Saturday at 9am. Come enjoy the evening of activities,
movies and, of course, snacks. Friends are welcomed. There is no charge, just
need to have either a medical permission slip filled out which is found on the
churches website or paper copies outside the Jr. Worship room, or parents may
write a note giving permission for child to attend with contact info for the parent in
case of emergency. If you are a member of WSCC, it benefits you to fill out the
medical form as it is good for the whole year for all activities that we do. More information see Carolyn Whitehurst or call her at 513-235-1117.
Macho Night- Boys only Lock-in for boys Grades 3-6 on March 14-15 starting
Friday at 8pm and over on Saturday at 9am. Come enjoy the evening of activities
and challenges as we experience team challenges at Temptation Island. Friends
are welcome. There is no charge just need to have either a medical permission slip
filled out which is found on the churches website or paper copies outside the Jr.
Worship room, or parents may write a note giving permission for child to attend
with contact info for the parent in case of emergency. If you are a member of
WSCC, it benefits you to fill out the medical form as it is good for the whole year
for all activities that we do. More information see Lance Whitehurst or call 513-477
-6153
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REQUESTS
FOR PRAYER

Chaplain Ben Dillon:

Ben and Dawn
67 Candler Ct.
Cameron, N.C. 28376

Bible Trivia
Before being deceived, how
many years had Jacob
planned to serve before
marrying Rachel?

Genesis 29:18
Seven

March Prayer
Focus:
Unity in the local
church.

Prayer Ministry Team:

Linda Keller
513-312-3587
Helen James
867-8221

As you watch the 2014 Academy Awards broadcast, one nominee will be conspicuously absent. This nominee had its invitation rescinded. The Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS) withdrew it on a seldom-used rules
violation. In reality, it was because the nominee appeared in an independent
Christian film, whose title song was performed by a Christian.
“Alone yet not Alone” is the title song from an independent Christian film. Few
had ever heard of the film, much less seen it, as it was in limited release during
Summer 2013. The movie is a fictionalized version of a true story revolving
around two sisters in 1755 USA during the French and Indian War.
Guy Lodge described the title song: “[T]he titular song [is] a family hymn that
provides them with solace and inspiration during their ordeal….[A]nd a hymn, it
very much is: composed by Bruce Broughton [music] and Dennis Spiegel [lyrics],
it’s a slow, solemn ode to constant spiritual presence….[I]t certainly sounds authentic[,] but it’s not exactly going to light up the Oscar telecast if performed
live.” (Hitfox.com)
This quote was published Jan. 16, 2014, not long after the song was nominated.
Within two weeks, the nomination was withdrawn. Someone filed a complaint
citing that Bruce Broughton improperly contacted AMPAS members to get them
to vote for his song. Broughton claimed that he only sent “70 or so” e-mails to
make them aware of the song’s presence on the academy’s CD nomination package. This is in contrast to the high budget campaigns for movies made by companies with deeper pockets and more political clout. For example, the “Variety”
story about this controversy contains an expensive and prominently displayed ad
promoting a make-up artist’s nomination for work done for a high-profile studio.
Bruce Broughton isn’t a stranger to the business or the nomination process. As a
former governor and current executive member, he clearly knows the rules. The
film’s score composer, William Ross, knows the rules too. He has composed
many film and TV scores. Several TV scores have won Emmy awards. Ross has
conducted several Oscar TV broadcasts. Ironically, he waves the stick for the
2014 show.
It was Ross that hired Broughton and Siegel to write the theme song. After all, a
good theme song, especially one that becomes popular, generates considerable
publicity for a film. Ross obviously was pleased with the result or he wouldn’t
have submitted it to AMPAS for nomination consideration.
When the nomination was announced, somebody realized that the song would be
performed on the broadcast. Usually, the song is performed by the person who
recorded it for the movie soundtrack or had a popular recording of it.
In this case, the singer is Joni Eareckson Tada, who had recorded the soundtrack
version. Joni happens to be a devout Christian and recording performer. She is a
popular inspirational speaker and author as well. Joni is a quadriplegic, a result
of a teenage diving accident. Later, she battled and defeated cancer. The recording of the song was difficult. It reflected the courage she has displayed
throughout her life. “Joni…with limited lung capacity, due to her disability, had her
husband, Ken, push…on her diaphragm while she recorded the song to give her
enough breath to hit the hit notes.” (Youtube)
Having Joni sing on the telecast would have meant recognition for a Christian
who has Biblical stands on current issues. Biblical viewpoints not held by many
people in the entertainment industry. (Joni’s video for “Alone yet not Alone” can
be seen on Youtube. The film is scheduled for wide release on June 13, 2014.)
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Rueben & Gad
Numbers 32

Support our Troops
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PRAYER MATTERS

from the Prayer Ministry Team

Adapted from Be Jesus in Your Neighborhood (Developing a Prayer, Care,
Share Lifestyle in 30 Days) by Alvin VanderGriend.

FASTING WEEK: Please continue to fast for at least one meal the fourth week of every
month for the upcoming year..
When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only
what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.” —John 16:13
How can you tell when God speaks to you? Do you ever wonder about people who confidently say, “Well, God told me
to” do this or that? How do they know?
Without a doubt there is spiritual abuse among people who claim to hear God talking to them. But the Bible tells us
clearly that Jesus’ gift to us as believers is the Spirit of God within us. And since the Spirit lives both in the mind of
the Father and in our own minds, he can communicate and guide us with the very thoughts of God. The only problem
is to find how we can know that the ideas we get are not from our own sinful nature or from the devil but from God.
Here’s a true story that shows a way in which some missionaries have heard God speaking to their hearts.
Mary Ghee was a missionary to India in the 1950s. She worked as a teacher for almost two years in a village, but had
little success bringing anyone to Christ. Then Dr. Scudder, a missionary doctor, visited the village for a week. During
his visit many amazing things happened. This perplexed Mary’s Indian neighbors. “Why,” they asked her, “does your
God work miracles when Dr. Scudder comes? You have been among us for nearly two years, and yet very few things
have happened.” How would you respond?
Mary asked Dr. Scudder what he did. The doctor said that whenever he presented a problem to the Lord, he would
ask God to “shut off” his sinful desires and the voice of the devil. Then he would wait, and he would write down the
first thing that came to his mind. And if it was in line with Scripture, he concluded that God was speaking to him. So
he went out and did it.
Mary was having a problem with her neighbor, so early one morning she tried this approach as she prayed. “God,”
she prayed, “I am going to listen and write down the first thing you tell me to do to solve this problem with my
neighbor.” She waited, with pencil and paper ready. Suddenly a thought came: Take her an egg. Mary thought about
this. Her neighbor was a widow with ten children. How embarrassing it would be to take just one egg! So she wrinkled
up the paper, threw it away, and went to do her teaching for the morning.
That noon, when she came home, Mary found that a chicken had found its way into her house and was resting on
one of her chairs. Then, when she shooed it away, she saw that it had laid an egg on the chair. “All right, Lord,” Mary
said. “I get the message.” She took the egg to her neighbor’s house and gave it to one of the woman’s little boys,
who was playing outside.
The next morning the neighbor came to Mary’s house and asked, “Why did you give me that egg yesterday, Mary?”
With embarrassment, Mary told her how she had been trying to listen to the Lord to solve the problem they were having. “Mary!” said her neighbor excitedly. “You know how poor I am. Yesterday I had given all my food to my children.
In the morning I prayed, ‘God, if you would only give me one egg, I can make it through the day.’ God used you to
bring me that egg!” From that point on, Mary and her neighbor stopped their fighting. God worked his miracle of reconciliation.
Don’t discount an answer you may be receiving from God because it seems not to make any sense. God answers us
in many ways, and we can always search his Word, the Bible, for guidance when we think we hear God speaking to
us. Just be aware that God may be speaking to you in surprising ways. Remember Joshua and the battle of Jericho
(Joshua 5:13-27). Remember Gideon (Judges 6-7). Remember Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10).
As long as the answer you hear seems to help or show love to someone, do what God gently inclines your mind to do
in caring for others. Some very imaginative things may happen. But don’t be afraid to follow your inclinations, for God
may have some marvelous surprises in store for you.
Prayer Starters for Praying John 16:13
• Praise God, who guides us into all truth.
• Confess to the Lord any tendency you may have to move ahead on your own without seeking his guidance.
• Commit all your ways to the Lord
• Ask to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will.
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If you have any poems. short stories, jokes, etc. that you would like to share, please see Helen James. I would love to share
your talent or a favorite item you have collected through the years.
FAITH: TITHING: Malachi 3:8-10 Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and
offerings. You are under a curse--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the
flood gates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it."
This testimony was copied from a web site with testimonies about tithing. I was really impressed by it so I thought I would
share it with you. This young man was from Tennessee.
A few years ago, I visited a church that a dear friend of mine regularly attends. The first sermon I heard there was on
obedience and trusting God to lead you in the life that He has given to you, and this included tithing. I had never heard
anyone preach on tithing before and it stirred up questions in my heart. I was very young, newly divorced with two children
under the age of two, and was $30,000+ in debt with nothing to show for it.
Since the day I was saved, I had always felt a disconnect from God. No matter how I studied, prayed, or what I did to try to
better myself, something was always missing in my relationship with Him and I could not fix it.
In that sermon, the preacher said something that hit me like a ton of bricks and I hope it gets you too if you need to hear it:
“Tithing is not a choice it is a command, and it is the only command that God gives us that He tells us to test Him on. He
tells us He WILL prove to us that if we give Him what is already His, He WILL bless us for it. It all comes down to this, either
you trust God and believe his word or you don’t. There is no in between, you do or you don’t.”
That day I began giving back to God 10% of everything that he gave me and I did it with a happy heart. My financial woes
began to turn around and in 3 short years I was completely debt free. Most importantly, that disconnect from God is gone
and I cannot begin to tell you what a difference it has made in my life. I am able to hear God clearly now and I can see him
at work in my life and my home. God took nasty green paper and turned it into blessings I never could have imagined.
It has not always been sunshine and rainbows. Two years after I had started tithing, I had to choke down the words, “I’m
sorry but we’re letting you go” from a company that I had devoted myself to and had worked for, for many years. Going from
what I felt was a very nice salary to drawing unemployment was difficult but I continued to tithe and God continued to take
care of me and my family.
Learning to trust God with my finances has helped me to trust him with everything. It was the best decision, aside from
salvation, that I have ever made and I challenge anyone who has not taken that step of faith to JUMP!!! It all comes down to
this, you either trust Him or you don’t.
MY TESTIMONY: Early in my Christian walk, my husband and I didn't tithe. It seemed every time we turned around he was
always getting laid off. God continued to provide for our needs but we barely got by. We started to go to church regularly
and really got involved with working in the church and God led us to tithe. My husband got a great job after that and was
only laid off once more, just briefly. We were able to have savings and extras. I have continued to tithe since my husband's
death and continue to be blessed. I have been able to pay off my house and retire at an earlier age and believe me it wasn't
through insurance from my husband's death. God also supplied me with health insurance. Now the unbeliever might say it
was all coincidental but you'll never convince me of that. I know too many people that aren't tithing having a hard time
making ends meet. As in Malachi, the Lord says "Test me in this." Why not give it a try, then maybe God will bless our
church and we will be able to meet our budget needs each month.
FUN: A letter from a Lewis County, Kentucky mother to her son--Copied.
Dear son,
I'm writing this slow 'cause I know you can't read fast. We don't live where we did when you left. Your father read in the
paper where most accidents happen within 20 miles of home, so we moved. I won't be able to send you the address as the
last Kentuckian family that lived here took the numbers with them for their next house, so they wouldn't have to change
their address.
This place has a washing machine. The first day I put four shirts in, pulled the chain, and haven't seen them since. It only
rained twice last week, three days the first time and four days the second time. The coat you wanted me to send you, your
aunt Sue said it would be a little too heavy to send in the mail with them heavy buttons, so we cut them off and put them in
the pockets. We got a bill from the funeral home, said if we don't make the last payment on Grandma's funeral bill, up she
comes.
About your father...he has a lovely new job. He has 500 people under him, he is cutting grass at the cemetery. About your
sister...she had a baby this morning, I haven't found out if it's a boy or girl, so I don't know if you're an aunt or uncle.
Three of your friends went off the bridge in a pickup. One was driving, the other two were in the back. The driver got out, he
rolled down the window and swam to safety, the other two drowned, they couldn't get the tailgate down. Not much more
news this time, nothing much has really happened.
Love, Mom
FELLOWSHIP: Great time of fellowship through the spaghetti dinner sponsored by Trail Life. The money raised will help
them get a good start.
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Small Groups that meet at the Kieser’s March 11 & 25th 7pm.
Seniors Play day Thursday March 6 & 20th at Noon.
Seniors on the Go – March 11th Riley’s in Springdale Leave church at 11:15 am

*****************************************************************************************
Congratulations Mitchell Lipscomb who graduated basic training..
************************************************************************************************
Final Totals for Operation Christmas Child– Worldwide 9,950,000 boxes, United States 7,541,468boxes, S.W. Ohio
31,084 boxes.
************************************************************************************************
During a time like this we realize how much our friends and relatives really mean to us...Your expression of sympathy will always
be remembered, Thank you for the flowers. The Colwell Family.

************************************************************************************************
Joe Kovarik is continuing the “Reflecting Light “ ministry. Cards are available in the lobby.
************************************************************************************************
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WELCOME MISTY JORDAN

My name is Misty Jordan. I grew up in the little town of Connersville, Indiana. I didn’t
grow up in a church-going family, but I began attending New Heights Church of Christ
(Now New Heights Christian Church) when I was 18 years old. I gave my life to Christ
and was baptized that same summer. I graduated from Anderson University in 2012
with a degree in Music Business. Music has always been the thing that has grabbed
my heart, and music has been so instrumental in keeping my heart connected to God.
He has placed a passion and zeal in me to follow Him and to lead others to worship
Him, especially through music and other creative arts.
Here are some things to know about me. I have 8 brothers and sisters (who aren’t all
related to each other), and I have one niece. I danced in a studio and on a dance
team for 19 years. Some of my favorite things are worship, my guitar, hanging out with
kids, writing, candles that smell like pie, campfires, C.S. Lewis, sports, cake, roller
coasters, Veggie Tales, jumping in puddles, jokes from Popsicle sticks, blanket forts,
and Snoopy on Ice.

EVENTS AT A GLANCE
March 4
March 6
March 7
March 9
March 11
March 11
March 11
March 14
March 18
March 20
March 24
March 25
March 25

Trail Life
Senior Play Day
Children’s Girl’s Night Out
Daylight Savings Time
Fun Bunch—Riley’s
Small Group Kieser’s
AHG
Children’s Macho Lock In
Trail Life
Senior Play Day
Caller Deadline
Small Group Kieser’s
AHG

Services
Sunday:
Bible School
Worship Service
Evening Worship

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Evening Bible Study

6:30 pm

Thursday:
Worship Team Practice

7:30 pm

